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With a quick movement, Zach Minor (left) attacks his opponent in the 4th Annual Midway Classic, hosted
by U-High January 25. Upper Kovler, Lower Kovler and Sunny Gym housed the tournament.

Final test looms for fencers

By Mike Glick
Editor-in-Chief

Prepared to take on the top teams from the Great
Lakes Fencing Conference, fencers will travel north
to Lincolnshire to Stevenson High School tomorrow
for their final tournament of the season, the Great
Lakes Fencing Championships.

Coached by Bakyht Abdikulov and assistant coach
Damien Johnson, the Maroons participated in the
Great Lakes Fencing Conference (GLFC) Team
Meet December 7 at New Trier and December 14 at
Maine West, with the women’s foil team taking 1st
place. The Maroons also had several individuals,
including junior Jennifer Chien, place highly in the
Culver Academy Midwest Open January 11.

WHILE U-HIGH’S women’s foil took 1st place at
the Culver Open, the Maroons also sent fencers in
the saber and epee divisions.

“Women’s foil went undefeated through the GLFC
team tournament, which was really incredible,”
Jennifer said. “The format is you have a team of
four or more people, with the extras able to sub in,
and then you go against another school. There is not
continuous scoring, but instead it’s individual scor-
ing for each person against a person on the opposing
team. Each person has four bouts, for a total of 16,
and to win your team has to have nine victories.

“We also performed pretty well at Culver. I placed
top eight, 6th overall. The Culver Open was not
exclusively for fencers from the Great Lakes High
School Fencing Conference. There were also peo-
ple who fence year-round and fence club, and that
made it a much harder tournament. Senior Charles
Chamberlain performed particularly well, seeding

Away meets add new, positive
element to runners’ season

very highly and placing top 16 in epee.”

AFTER FACING most of the teams they will face
in the Great Lakes Fencing Conference champion-
ships in previous tournaments, Charles feels that
the women’s foil team in particular, as well as the
other teams, can place highly.

“I think that for the most part we know and have
faced who we will be competing against at the con-
ference championships,” Charles said. “We’ve seen
most of the teams.

“New Trier has a pretty well-rounded team for the
men’s epee, and Culver Military Academy also has
a couple good fencers

Riding hot streak,
girl basketballers
set for Trinity test

By Luke Murphy
Sports editor

Winners of 11 of their first 15 games and three of
their last four, varsity girl basketballers will take
on Holy Trinity today in Upper Kovler, 4:30 p.m.

With an unblemished 4-0 record in the ISL, includ-
ing recent wins over Parker, MPA and North Shore,
the Maroons look poised for a run in the 2A playoffs.
U-High defeated the Colonels 46-39 December 17 at
the Mather Holiday Tournament, the Warriors 35-
23 January 14 at home and the Raiders January 22
at North Shore.

WHILE RECENT WINS look nice in the stand-
ings, senior Lillian Eckstein believes that the team
has the potential for many more decisive victories.

“Our recent games have been wins but not neces-
sarily good wins,” Lillian said. “We have started a
little shakier than we would’ve liked but we end up
pulling off the win in the end. Our leading scorer
has definitely been junior Kendall Rallins since the
beginning and it has continued that way.”

Practice for Maroons places a large emphasis on
fundamentals, according to Lillian.

“In practice we have been focusing a lot on drib-
bling, passing and shooting technique,” Lillian said.
“We do not run complicated drills in practices or
plays in games, but we are working on perfecting
the abilities that we have.”

ONE OF THE team’s best players in recent mem-
ory, Sophia Gatton, now a freshman at Grinnell
College, has been greatly missed, Lillian said.

“Not having Sophia on the team is definitely a chal-
lenge,” Lillian said. “It puts a lot more pressure on
Kendall to take over all of the ball control, passing,
and playmaking, but she has become an even bigger
presence on the court.”

Kendall says she has placed more of an emphasis
on creating offense for the Maroons this year.

“I feel like in my first two years in the program I
tried to do a little bit of everything and just help
the team however they needed, whether that be as a
scorer, rebounder, distributor or defender,” Kendall
said. “This year I've definitely focused more on cre-
ating offense both for my teammates and myself.”

and one really good one.
Our women’s foil can do
really well I think, and
I think our other teams
can do really well, too.”

THE MAROONS have
benefitted greatly from
Coach Johnson, Charles
said.

“We have a new coach
this year for epee named
Damien Johnson,”
Charles said. “He’s
just an epee coach, but
he has made it easier
for us when our main
coach isn’t there. We
don’t have a purely sa-
ber coach, but Damien’s
presence has been really
good for all of us.”

[Double

Delight
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By Sonia Bourdaghs
Editor-in-Chief

Preparing for the first meet of the
season February 22 at De La Salle
High School, U-High runners began
practice January 21.

The meet will be the first away meet
for indoor runners. One other away
meet in addition to the three Mid-
way Miles races are scheduled. Prior
to the official season, distance co-
captains Frank Waggoner, Max Vol-
chenboum and Sonia Bourdaghs, se-
niors, and sprinting cocaptains Bolu
Johnson, senior, and Alex Thomp-
son, junior, led preseason practices.

ACCORDING TO ALEX, the
workouts have included more cross
training than in previous years.

“We’ve been doing a lot of weight
training and a lot of work on
strengthening our legs and arms,”
Alex explained. “For the team I hope
that we will have a stronger sense of
devotion to track among the sprint-
ers, and that we commit more time

to practice.”

The addition of away meets pro-
vides new competition, said Frank.

“I think it’s just another opportuni-
ty to race with people we haven’t re-
ally seen before,” Frank said. “Home
meets usually have the same people
every year. It’'ll be nice to run on
some new indoor tracks.”

ALSO HOPING to add more cross
training to workouts, Coach Deborah
Ribbens attended the Illinois Track
and Cross Country Coaches Associa-
tion (ITCCCA) for more ideas.

“We will do 7 a.m. Monday morning
workouts and a double practice on
Wednesdays in the morning and af-
ternoon,” Coach Ribbens explained.
“We will also incorporate swimming,
yoga, pilates and two days of weight
training a week.

“We have a large team, with ap-
proximately 61 athletes. We want to
work this season on field events like
jumping and throwing, too. At meets
all those points add up.”

With an amazing array of choices before them, Jacob Mazzarella, left, and Clyde
Schwab are ready to order at Rajun Cajun.

A Hyde Park favorite, Rajun Cajun's dual specialties-Indian
and soul food-mean that our guests don't have to settle for
one type of cuisine. Want tandoori chicken with a side of
macaroni and cheese for dinner and peach cobbler for des-
sert? No problem. Rajun Cajun's central location in Hyde
Park means that visiting us is convenient, walking or driv-
ing. But with free delivery on orders over $15, you might
decide to enjoy your dining right at home.

Rajun Cajun

1459 East 53rd Street e (773) 955-1145
Mon-Sat: 11Tam-9pm e Sun: 12pm-8pm
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s Student government
may revisit its activist

legacy, officers say

& By Julian Lark

x Political and student government editor
Having sponsored two dances and two Spirit Weeks

o this year, Student Council officers say they have begun

v to realize there is more they could do.

= Student government at U-High, a historically activ-

A ist organization, has traditionally tackled major issues,
~ from budget concerns in the late 1960s to schedule

@ changes four years ago.

E IN 1969-70 the Student Legislative Coordinating

"-':l Committee (SLCC), the name Student Council adopted

8 for a time to give it more representative power, repre-
>: sented students worried about school-wide budget cuts

° by organizing a petition and pushing for more trans-

;. parency from administrators so that students could un-
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Student government Officers are, from left, President Phil Healy,
Senior Class President Lillian Eckstein, Junior Class President
John Turner, Sophomore Class President Willis Weinstein, Fresh-
man Class President Matt Ferraro.

's derstand the process better.
> “SLCC Thursday approved a statement drafted by president Steve
; P:tts protesting the administration’s ‘poor communication’ with the
U school community concerning the budget problem. SLCC also de-
i cided to write and circulate a petition stating displeasure with the
‘5 administration’s budget solution,” a January 13, 1970 Midway story
: by editor-in-chief Mark Seidenberg, Class of 1970, headlined, “SLCC
2 to discuss budget action today,” stated.

Dr. Pitts, currently an associate chairman of the University of Cali-
fornia Berkeley Labor Center, in a phone interview from his home
in Oakland, California, said his experience of student government
was limited by the ways in which SLCC could try to change things.
They were limited almost exclusively to talking to administrators,
and he emphasized that real action was taken outside of student
government.

“TM SURE WHAT kids are feeling today is similar to what we
experienced when I was president,” Mr. Pitts said. “However, there
was a lot of non-Student Council activity going on. A lot of students
were engaged in Vietnam War protests, and some were even in-
volved in the Black Panthers organization. Even when there was a
student protest in 1970, student government was not involved.

“We mostly just determined what clubs and organizations got what
portion of the budget, the real social action happens outside of stu-
dent government. My vice-president was big on protesting the Viet-
nam War by posting lists of dead soldiers for instance, but none of
that came through to our discussions. Then again, my experience
was in the late 1960s, and I'm sure kids are less active, seeing as
times are different.”

When a new schedule with two fewer class periods and no Thurs-
day double lunch period was proposed four years ago by the school’s
administrators, former Student Council President Emmy Ehrman,
Class of 2011, told the Midway she didn’t think the changes pro-
posed would improve student lives so she took action..

A PETITION FOLLOWED in Fall of 2010, started by Shannon
Vavra, Nathan Eckstein and Maddie Lindsey, all Class of 2012, and
was signed by 290 students. It was unsuccessful.

“I don’t want the new schedule to have too much of a focus on tak-
ing away freedom from the students and putting them in class for
longer,” Emmy said in a September 7, 2010 Midway story headlined,
“Schedule change gets moving” by Nicholas Phalen, Class of 2612.
“All the focus on contact time takes away from the fact that students
still need freedom during the school day.”

In the December 17 issue, the Midway this year encouraged stu-
dent government to take action on food in the halls. But Student
Council President Phil Healy, senior, said that administrators had
dealt with the issue of eating in the halls by establishing U-High 303

as a designated area of study and eating during lunch.

“MS. CAMPOS came to Student Council asking whether we
thought having no eating in the halls was a good idea,” Phil said.
“We hadn’t seen it as an issue prior to that, but since the administra-
tion had been satisfied with the results of having this rule in place
for the Fall quarter, we thought it made sense to continue with that.

“Generally we think kids should use common sense in terms of
avoiding a mess, seeing as food on the floors just means more crea-
tures around, and nobody wants that.”

Phil described Student Council as running in a way that most of
their actions represent suggestions and the goal is to find solutions
amenable to both students and administration.

“THAT’S JUST BECAUSE there’s been no major issues in our
eyes over which we’d have to fight with anyone,” Phil said. “There’s
nothing big like spending cuts or schedule changes over which we'd
have to be forceful. I mean, I've never liked filling free periods with
assemblies, apart from the awards assemblies and assemblies where
there are a lot of announcements to make, but I have been able to
finish my work, so I don’t think it’s too big a deal.”

Students around the Journalism Office have talked about other
issues that could be addressed, including whether “Challenge Suc-
cess,” a program run by the Stanford Graduate School of Education
intended to help students at rigorous high schools balance school
work and personal health, when the school adds on assemblies and
other obligations for students. . Many students also said they aren’t
sure what message “Day with the Deans,” an event where juniors
listened to a number of Deans of Students from prestigious universi-
ties give application advice, is supposed to send. Many feel the event
represents yet another obligation added for overloaded students.

Phil said that he is realizing that students are under-represented in
important meetings and decision-making committees.

“IT WOULD BE important to have a student representative at
important administrative meetings, I’ve not thought of asking, as
T've not seen this as a problem,” Phil said. “I don’t think its fair for
students not to be informed about things that are going on that have
deep consequences. I should probably be more involved in the future,
but I haven’t because I trust the decisions made so far.”

Ms. Campos said her experience with U-High’s Student Council is
similar to her previous experiences with student government at the
University of Chicago.

“The student government bodies that I have interacted with be-
fore were housing organizations,” Ms. Campos said. “They were very
similar in that their goals were also to build community through
events and suchgas well as deal with making the dorms more liv-
able. There is interest among some current Student Council mem-
bers to continue to explore the role of Student Council at U-High.”

Safety

(continued from front page)
drove away.”

The senior boy recalls
calling his father with the
girl’s phone and asking
him what to do. He then
remembers walking to
a nearby Starbucks and
calling the campus police.

“WE GOT interviewed
with my dad at Starbucks
and gave descriptions of the
car, phone, and gun,” said
the senior boy. “Then when
I got home the Chicago
Police Department came
over for a follow-up to
investigate and ask for
more information.

“What was weird about
the incident is that the guy
only made eye contact with
me. He didn’t ask for my
friend’s phone. There were
also people on the other
side of the street, there just
wasn’t anything to see.”

Director of Security
Fountain Walker
recommended limiting
how often one exposes the
contents of their backpacks
or bags when outside.

“BY LIMITING one’s
personal stimuli and paying
attention you will increase
your personal safety, Mr.
Walker said.

“In case of being physically
accosted, use the available
means to free yourself,
escape, and call for help as
soon as possible.

“If they lay hands on
you bite, scream, holler,
fight back, they have gone
beyond acquiring your
material items at this point.

“If they just want your
belongings, don’t fight back,
just give them to them and
don’t resist.

“IF IN THE University
area use the ‘Blue Light’
phones to call for help and
leave the area as soon as
the opportunity arises.

“Notify your parents,
school administrators, and
call the police as quickly as
possible.

“Despite what you hear,
Hyde park is the fifth safest
community in Chicago.”

Sorting out this year’s early college admissions picture

Some seniors express shock at results, but from another viewpoint nothing unusual happened

By Marissa Page, an editor-in-
chief; Luke Murphy, an associate
editor; and Willis Weinstein,

a Midway reporter.

The early bird catches the worm.
Early admission college applicants
in U-High’s Class of 2014, however,
feel unsatisfied with their decisions,
released throughout December.

Fifty-eight seniors, 46.4 percent
of the class, applied
under one of the
three possible early
plans: Early Decision,
which is binding;
Early Action, which
is non-binding; and
Restricted Early
Action, which is non-
binding but limits

Matthew

which other early plans to which the
applicant is allowed to apply. 10.2
percent were admitted somewhere
under any of these three plans, while
2.4 percent were denied outright
early.

DEFERRED FROM his top choice
school in the early decision round,
senior Matthew Davis said the news
caught him off-guard.

“I was fairly shocked,” Matthew

said. “I wasn’t initially intending
on applying anywhere early, but I
looked at my list and decided that if
I got in everywhere I applied I would
pick this place for sure, so why not
toss my hat in the early ring. The
college counselors and I thought I
had a pretty good chance, and I didn’t
want to assume anything but I was
surprised by my deferral.”

Senior Louis Harboe got rejected
from his early pick.

“YOU SEE the decision and
immediately think, ‘is that really
right, maybe I read it
wrong, there has to
be a way to reverse
it,” Louis said. “I kept
thinking that maybe
it wasn’t actually set
in stone. It took a few
days to really set in
and realize that all
that work, all that
stress over one application is wasted.
You are just not going there.

“The worst part is that you wonder
if they really got to know you, if they
took into account your interview that
went so well, if they really read your
resume. At this point with so many
applications there’s no way they can

Louis

really be reading everything, and it’s
basically a lottery.”

Remaining optimistic for the Class
of 2014, science teacher David Derbes
believes this year will prove more
brutal with early admissions than the

regular round.
“FROM MY impression fewer kids

got in than usual, and
since previous years
applications have
been trending worse,”
Mr. Derbes said. “That
being said, less than
optimal early decision
applications don’t
mean bad normal

Mr. Derbes

applications. The deferrals were
surprising, and seem to stress some
kids out, especially based on the
prestige of their choice schools.

“Though the amount of people
who haven’t gotten in to their early
decision schools was a surprise, not
getting in is okay. The most important
part of the application process is
finding a good school, regardless of
which institution it is. This can be
a difficult process, because it takes
a while to figure out which colleges
might be a good match.”

Despite the shared conviction among
seniors and some teachers that it
has been a disappointing year for
acceptances, college counselor Patty
Kovacs insists that this is not the
case.

“EVERYBODY SEES things
through self-reference.” Mrs. Kovacs
said. “Sure, for the
students who were
told ‘no,’ it feels like a
terrible year, but for
the students who were
told ‘yes’ it wasnt a
terrible year; in fact,
it was a good year.
For the students who
were told ‘maybe’ it
is an uncertain year. In the moment
of disappointment we all want to
catastrophize. It’s a good way to vent.

“A reason for the increased amount
of deferrals is that there is a trend
in the larger landscape of college
admissions for colleges to become
more and more cautious of admitting
students in the fall cycle. They can
see how many students might still
submit applications in the regular
round as they try to craft the new
class and don’t want to shut the door
for possible outstanding applicants.”

Ms. Kovacs
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