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Middle School Library Summer Reading Log
Keep track of all of the books you read over the summer—you can print out this log, or you can
find a Google Form on the library’s website. Use the summer reading list to get you started finding
a book, but don’t feel like you need to stop there! Return your reading log by Google or paper in
September and receive special recognition during the first month of school. Read one book or one
hundred. Have fun! —Ms. Atkinson and Mr. Andracki

Title

Please check one:
Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Print

eBook

Audiobook

Title

Please check one:

Enjoy your summer, happy reading,
and be in touch with any questions.
Your librarians are here for you!
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2020 Summer Reading Suggestions from Rowley
Middle School Library
What’s Hot This Summer
The librarians put together a list of books published within the last year (or coming out very
soon!) that we think you’d be interested in trying this summer. With a wide range of genres and
formats, there’s something for a everyone here. Keep an eye out for the books with a Lab
connection. Books with a “Young Adult” designator may have more intense themes or language
and are meant for older Middle School readers.
Aceves, Fred. The New David Espinoza. (Young Adult)
“Looking in the mirror, my first thought is that I hate my pathetic body. That’s okay, I remind
myself. I’m finally doing something about it.” When a video of David getting struck down by a
bully goes viral, he vows to change his image by bulking up. David begins spending hours and
hours in the gym and then, when not seeing fast enough results, turns to steroid use. He will
have to decide if the end justifies the means—and the fallout.
Acevedo, Elizabeth. With the Fire on High. (Young Adult)
Emoni is used to working hard at school (which doesn't come easily for
her), at her part-time job, and at home, where she lives with her abuela,
who raised her, and her 3-year old daughter. It's hard being a teenaged
mom, but Emoni is determined to build a future for herself and her
daughter. The only place Emoni can really relax and let go is the
kitchen, where her inspired culinary creations often bring back poignant
memories to the people who eat her food. She jumps at the chance to
take a new culinary arts elective during her Senior year (which culminates in a trip to Spain), but
the instructor doesn't have much use for Emoni's intuitive cooking and instead wants her to
follow the rules, which is not what she signed up for. She also didn't sign up for Malachi, a
handsome and smart transfer student who seems to have Emoni in his sights. An uplifting story
with an inspiring heroine and just a touch of magic, you'll want to have snacks on hand when
you read this delicious book!
Ahmed, Samira. Mad, Bad, and Dangerous to Know. (Young Adult, Lab Connection)
It's her family's summer vacation in Paris, and Khayyam is missing her boyfriend and wallowing
after an essay she submitted connecting French writer Alexandre Dumas (see Mr. Drogos's
recommendation below) with a 19-century Muslim woman doesn't win the Young Scholar prize
she had hoped for. When she runs into one of the author's (very handsome) descendants, she
becomes doubly convinced her essay was correct—and now she has help to prove that Leila
played an important role in classic literature but never got to tell her own story. Khayyam's
storyline alternates with that of Leila, who, two hundred years before, had her own thoughts,
dreams, love, and talent, but, as a woman, had very few options. Part art mystery, part historical
fiction, and part romance, this book (by the sister of our High School Assistant Principal) will
transport you to Paris and beyond.
Aldridge, Ethan M. Estranged. (Graphic Novel)
Amulet fans, here's your next series! Edmund and the Childe were switched at birth: now
Edmund hides his fae powers from his human family, while the Childe leads a miserable life as
a laughingstock in the fairy world. When a new queen rises to power, the two must join forces to
safe both worlds...but which one do they belong to?

Bertie, Alex. TransMission: My Quest to a Beard. (Young Adult Nonfiction)
Bertie is best known as a YouTuber, but this is his memoir of his journey as a young trans man.
You’ll feel like you’re meeting a friend as Bertie shares his story of coming out and finding
community, while also giving how-tos about binding safely and more. Essential reading for both
people who are questioning their identity and the rest of us.
Bildner, Phil. A High Five for Glenn Burke.
Did you know the high-five was invented by a gay, Black baseball player
named Glenn Burke? Silas has an important reason to care about this
story—it's his first step toward coming out himself. But when his
baseball team realizes that something is up, Silas's steps to protect
himself have terrible consequences. A sports story unlike any other.
Broddus, Maurice. The Usual Suspects.
Thelonius Mitchell likes to start a little trouble. Nothing serious, just using his gift of gab to wreak
havoc now and then. Unfortunately, this hobby has landed him in the special education room,
where, he's convinced, his middle school sends all of the kids they don't know how to deal with.
When a gun is found near the school, adults immediately suspect Thelonious and the other
special ed kids. So Thelonious takes it upon himself to exonerate himself and the other “usual
suspects” by tapping into the middle school crime syndicate, where somebody knows
something. But somebody doesn't like him poking around...
Brown, Don. Machines that Think. (Nonfiction Comic)
This comic-style tale will introduce you first to Muhammad ibn-Mu̅sa̅ al-Khwa̅rizmi̅, who will
guide you from the abacus and the invention of zero through Blaise Pascal's shoebox gadget
that used gears to count numbers. From there, you'll meet Ada Lovelace, who disagrees heartily
with Alan Turing. He'll leave you with big questions about all of this: Can a computer think? And
soon, will they be doing the thinking for us?
Caldwell, Patrice, ed. A Phoenix Must First Burn. (Young Adult Short
Stories)
A young witch with a national television program. A braider with the power
to control her clients' minds. An alien interrogator realizing that the system
she works for may not be as fair as she believed. Sixteen short stories of
science fiction and fantasy—it's Black girl magic out of this world!
Cartaya, Pablo. Each Tiny Spark.
Amelia Torres is stoked to have her dad back home from his latest army tour, but he doesn't
seem the same. She can barely talk to him, let alone get his help with setting up her schoolwork
each week. Unfortunately, her mom is out of town on business, so Amelia has to try to muddle
her way through managing her ADD by herself. It doesn't help that her abuela seems obsessed
with Amelia becoming a young woman and constantly wants to talk about her quinceañera,
which is still three years away. When a school research project reveals the history of her town's
treatment of immigrants just as tensions rise in her community over the redistricting of schools,
Amelia is determined to not let old wrongs repeat themselves. Can she do that, pass her
classes, reach her father, reason with her abuela, and keep her best friend in the process?
Cavanaugh, Nancy J. When I Hit the Road.
You might not be too happy if your mom shipped you off to spend your summer writing letters to
your future self while staying with your grandma at her retirement community. It's certainly not
what Samantha had in mind after a rough 6th grade year. But when her grandma reveals they're

hitting the road so she and her friend Mimi can participate in the "Seniors Have Got Talent
Karaoke Contest," things take a hilarious turn. If you like roadtrip stories, could use a laugh, or
wonder what happens when Mimi's handsome grandson, Brandon, comes along for the ride,
you'll have to give this book a try!
Colbert, Brandy. The Only Black Girls in Town.
Surfer girl Alberta is used to being the only Black kid in her California community, but she's still
stoked when a Black mother and daughter move to town. She and Edie become fast friends,
bonding over what it's like to be the only Black girls around and helping each other handle
people who just don't get it. When they find a stash of old journals in Edie's attic, they uncover a
mystery that leads them into the past and back again. Great characters, a LOT of plot, and a
fantastic story you won't want to miss!
Crandall, L. Rader. Dark Hedges, Wizard Island, and Other Magical Places that Really
Exist. (Nonfiction)
From the Skeleton Coast to the Great Blue Hole, take an unusual trip across the world with this
illustrated collection of some of the strangest—and most magical—real places on earth.
de la Cruz, Melissa. The Queen’s Assassin. (Young Adult)
Caledon is the queen's assassin, duty-bound to find the stolen Delan
Scrolls, which contain all the magical knowledge and history in the
universe. After Cal saves her life, Shadow has the chance to save his in
return—and apprentice with him so she can prove herself worthy of the
elite Guild, her lifelong dream. Sparks fly as Cal and Shadow engage in a
battle of wills over the course of a perilous journey in this novel of
romance, danger, enemies, friends, and secrets.
Dunbar-Ortiz, Roxanne, Debbie Reese, and Jean Mendoza. An Indigenous People’s
History of the United States for Young People. (Nonfiction)
"This book tells the story of the United States as a colonialist settler-state, one that sought to
crush and subjugate Indigenous populations. In spite of all that was done to them, Indigenous
peoples are still here. It is breathtaking, but no miracle, that they have survived as peoples. This
is a history of the United States."
Elliott, Zetta. Say Her Name: Poems to Empower. (Poetry)
"We can't breathe. We / still seethe. We / stay mad. We / break bad. We / hold rage. We /
rampage. We / scare you. We / scared too." A powerful collection of poetry from one of our
Black luminaries. A book we wish we didn't need, but desperately do.
Florence, Debbi Michiko. Keep It Together, Keiko Carter.
Keiko is excited to start seventh grade with her two best friends, Jenna and
Audrey. But things get off to a rocky start when Audrey has a new
obsession—boyfriends—but Jenna just wants to try out a new club. As
Keiko feels pulled in both directions, she wants to make everyone happy.
But what's going to keep her happy?
Gaddy, K.R. Flowers in the Gutter. (Nonfiction)
Never heard of the Edelweiss Pirates? This book will clue you in on this youth resistance group
in Nazi Germany. With a focus on three teenagers—Gertrude, Fritz, and Jean—who fight back
when the Nazis strip people of their rights, this reads like a fast-paced novel with plenty of
photos and documents adding detail. There's bravery and joy, but also pain reflected here, as

well as a heck of a lot of research on the part of the author. Whether you're a WWII aficionado,
need some inspiration, or just love nonfiction, you'll want to pick up this incredible true story.
Goldstone, Lawrence. Stolen Justice: The Struggle for African American Voting Rights
(Nonfiction)
The Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments were intended to give African Americans access to
the voting booth (well, at least men). But white supremacists used both the law and violence to
prevent that from happening. A stunning look at the history of voter suppression—including the
ongoing dampening of the Black vote in the modern US.
Hannigan, Kate. Cape. (Lab Connection)
Comic-style art mixed with prose tell this WWII superhero story of Josie,
Mae, and Akiko, three girls brought together for a test of their decoding
skills who get way more than they bargained for. With newly acquired
superpowers, they have to save a kidnapped group of female computer
scientists who had built a machine that might help win the war and, of
course, defeat some Nazis! By a Lab parent.
Jewel, Tiffany. This Book Is Antiracist. (Nonfiction)
Organized into four parts and twenty short chapters, this is your guide on "how to wake up, take
action, and do the work." A joyously illustrated, step-by-step journey to uncover your identity,
disrupt systemic racism, and build solid relationships. If you read one book this summer, make it
this one.
Johnson, Abigail. Every Other Weekend. (Young Adult)
After Adam's older brother died, his dad left their formerly happy family rather than work through
the pain together. Jolene, on the other hand, has only ever known bitterness and hatred
between her parents, who use her as a pawn in their divorce…and she has built quite the
protective shell around her as a result. When they find themselves at the same apartment
complex visiting their dads, a strong friendship—and slow-burn romance—takes root. It's a
heavy-hitting book that tackles some tough issues as well as first love.
Lai, Remi. Fly on the Wall.
Henry Khoo is crumpling under the weight of his hovering mother and
grandmother, his upset at a huge blow-up with his best friend, and the
sneaking suspicion that some comics he drew are going to land him in
hot water. So he devises an escape plan, plotting to catch a flight to
Singapore by himself to visit his dad, who has no idea he's coming. What
could go wrong? With two different art styles that add detail to the text,
great plot, and a hero you won't forget, Fly On the Wall is one to get ASAP!
LeZotte, Ann Clare. Show Me a Sign.
As one of many Deaf people on Martha's Vineyard in 1805, 11-year old Mary doesn't feel
inferior or different. Most people on the island are able to use sign language, so she is never
deprived of communication. Sadness has come into her life, though, with the recent death of her
older brother, who died saving her—a guilt that consumes her. Amidst this tragedy, a stranger
arrives in Martha's Vineyard, claiming an innocent interest in its high rate of deafness. Mary is
right to suspect him, and her attempts to unmask him reveal dark and disturbing truths…and put
Mary in grave danger. A fascinating thriller based on the true history of Martha's Vineyard and
written by a Deaf author.

Lu, Marie. The Kingdom of Back.
"The story you already know is set in a real land, full of kings and castles and courts. There are
long carriage rides and summer concerts and a little boy in a royal coat. The story you have
never heard is set in a dream of fog and stars, faery princelings and queens of the night. It is
about the Kingdom of Back, and the girl who found it. I am the sister, the other Mozart, and the
girl who found it." You're likely familiar with Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, but did you know he
had an older sister thought to be just as talented as him (if not more so) who was prohibited
from advancing her musical career because she was—wait for it—a woman? Marie Lu takes the
true story of Nannerl Mozart and combines it with a fantasy world wherein Nannerl strikes a dark
bargain in exchange for her own musical legacy. Marie Lu's writing is as rock-solid as ever; be
sure to read the author's note at the end!
Lucido, Aimee. Emmy in the Key of Code. (Lab Connection)
Moving to California from Wisconsin has been hard for Emmy, but
she knows her classical pianist dad needs to pursue his dreams.
Both her parents are musical, a trait that has seemed to miss Emmy
entirely, not to mention that she has terrible stage fright and hates
to speak up. But when a new teacher introduces her to computer
coding, Emmy starts to build her own identity and finds a way to
make her voice heard—and even to make music. Emmy's thoughts
merge with Java code to create this novel-in-verse, where
friendship, family, and finding your voice occur in surprising ways. The author, a Lab alumna,
even provides a Java glossary.
Marks, Janae. From the Desk of Zoe Washington.
Zoe is ambitious, curious, energetic, and bent on creating an amazing original cupcake recipe
that will help launch her baking career. She doesn't expect to get a letter in the mail from her
biological father, who is in prison after being convicted of murder. When the two begin
corresponding, she learns that he is in fact innocent, and, being the take-charge gal she is, Zoe
decides to prove it. You will cheer Zoe on as she investigates the crime, collects evidence, and
enlists friends and family members to help—all while working on that cupcake recipe.
Messner, Kate. Chirp.
Did you know crickets can be a protein source added to foods like ice cream, candy, and pizza?
This is one of Mia's many discoveries when she and her parents move to Vermont from Boston
to be closer to her grandmother, who runs a cricket farm. Between joining two different summer
camps and helping her grandmother catch the culprit who's sabotaging the farm, Mia stays busy
and begins finding the courage and strength she will need to tell her parents about what
happened to her in Boston and why she really wanted to quit gymnastics, despite being super
talented. A great summer story that's by turns joyful and serious.
Murphy, Julie. Faith: Taking Flight. (Young Adult)
Faith is your average high school fat girl: she hangs with her two best
friends, volunteers at the animal shelter, and fangirls over The Grove,
her favorite drama series. And, oh yeah, she just discovered she can
fly! A superhero story from the author who brought us Dumplin'.
Oppel, Kenneth. Bloom.
The rains came. Then came the black plants. Now, they're everywhere. They're huge. They
expel toxic pollen. And they feed. Three teens, all strangely immune, must band together to face
the invasion in this high-octane series starter.

Pancholy, Maulik. The Best at It.
The new school year brings an opportunity to reinvent yourself, right? That's what Rahul thinks
anyway, so he decides that he's going to use seventh grade to figure out the thing that he is "the
best" at. What happens when what you're the best at is clearly being on the Mathletes team?
And what happens when your anxiety about all of this—and figuring out how to come out as
gay—spiral out of control? By an actor from Phineas and Ferb and 30 Rock, this book will leave
you hopeful for Rahul...and laughing along with him.
Pasternak, Sofiya. Anya and the Dragon.
Anya is just looking forward to becoming a bat mitzvah in a few months when her
family gets targeted for being Jewish by the magistrate of their Eastern
European town. Desperate for resources, she is convinced by a new, strange
family to help them slay the nearby dragon for cash. But when she learns that
the dragon isn't as scary as they've made it out to be, she must decide: save her
new friend, or save her family.
Ponti, James. City Spies.
Sara's foster parents are totally cheating the system, and she's determined to expose them by
hacking into the New York City foster care network. Unfortunately for Sara, she's the one who
gets in trouble, and is facing years in a juvenile detention center (with no computer access!)
when Mother arrives and saves her bacon, clearing her case and whisking her off to England to
train to become a member of an elite spy group made up of kids known only by the cities they're
from. Sara is now Brooklyn, and her life will never be the same. All the action, mystery, and
laughs you'd expect from James Ponti!
Reintgen, Scott. Ashlord. (Young Adult)
It's The Hunger Games meets The Scorpio Races in this fast-paced novel of competition,
dreams, alliances, and phoenix horses. Yes, phoenix horses. Pippa is an Ashlord, the richest
and ruling caste. She rides in The Races because that's what she's bred for. Adrian is the son of
a revolutionary, a Longhand (a middle caste) who resents the Ashlords’ dominance and who,
with his mixture of skill, strength, and bravery, might just have a chance of winning. He rides in
The Races to spark a revolution. Imelda, a lowly Davidian, is neither a skilled rider nor fierce
combatant, but her knack for alchemy means that her horse rises newer and better each day.
She rides in The Races to know what it's like to win. The stakes are high and the competition is
fierce. Who will ride home the winner?
Respicio, Mae. Any Day with You.
Kaia's dream is becoming a filmmaker and special effects artist, but something else is on her
mind right now. Tatang, her great-grandfather, has decided to leave Kaia's family and return to
his homeland, the Philippines. Can a film inspired by Tatang's Filipino folktales convince him to
stay?
Silvera, Adam. Infinity Son. (Young Adult)
Two brothers. Brighton dreams of joining the ranks of the Spell
Walkers—people with supernatural powers who fight the evil specters
that are destroying magical creatures. Emil strangely manifests the
power to stop them. One has what it would take to be a hero, but it's not
the one who desperately wants it. Action-packed and deeply
introspective, this is a fantasy you'll never forget.

Smith, Ronald L. Gloom Town.
The newest book by a king of creepy tales, this horror story features Rory, who has taken a job
in Mr. Foxglove's mansion in his gloomy seaside tourist town. A few shivers later—including
digging up a human heart in the garden—Rory realizes the terrifying truth: his new boss isn't
human...and he's got a plan to unleash an ancient evil.
Stead, Rebecca. The List of Things that Will Not Change.
That list doesn't feel very long right now: Bea's parents are getting divorced, Bea's dad is
marrying his boyfriend, and along with that Bea's getting a new sister. Her eczema and anxiety
are flaring up as the wedding draws near. But one this won't change: leaning on love will get us
through the tough times. A bright gem of a book for the summer months.

Books You Might Have Lying Around Your House
Given the current situation and the fact that it might be harder to get your hands on new books,
we put our heads together to recommend a handful of books that your parents might have read
in High School or an older sibling might have purchased a while ago…that just might be lying
around your house already! (And they might be pretty easy to get ahold of in eBook version,
too.)
Adams, Richard. Watership Down. 1972.
Three words: Epic Rabbit Adventure. Some more words: A small rabbit,
one seen as odd by the rest of the warren, has had a dream that their
home is in danger. What follows is a perilous journey and story of
friendship and solidarity in the face of incredible danger. Three bonus
words: Made-up rabbit language.
Angelou, Maya. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. 1969.
“The caged bird sings / with a fearful trill / of things unknown / but longed for still / and his tune is
heard / on the distant hill / for the caged bird / sings of freedom.” United States Poet Laureate
Maya Angelou tells her story of growing up in the Jim Crow south, a childhood of racism and
trauma, but also of love, literature, and family. As with her poetry, Angelou's voice is powerful,
distinct, and inspiring.
Brontë, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. 1847.
A lonely and cruel childhood has given Jane a resilient and independent spirit. Now a young
governess hired at the gloomy and remote Thornfield Hall, Jane falls in love with her employer:
the brooding, haunted Mr. Rochester. But the mysterious nighttime screams Jane hears are just
one puzzle in a house full of secrets—secrets that threaten to destroy the only love Jane has
ever known.
Cather, Willa. My Ántonia. 1918.
Jim Bearden is only ten years old when he loses both his parents and is
sent to live with relatives in Nebraska. On the same train is Ántonia (Antoe-NEE-uh) a girl whose family has recently arrived from Bohemia (now
Czechia). This novel feels like a collection of stories the adult Jim tells to a
friend—memories of endless prairie, long summer days, hard work,
immigrant life, friendship, and the people we love who stay with us
throughout our lives—whether or not we recall them correctly.

Christie, Agatha. 1920-2018.
Anything from Agatha Christie, Queen of Crime, will be perfect for a summer afternoon (or
reading by flashlight under the covers at night). Whether you pick up a book featuring her most
famous characters—Miss Marple or Inspector Poirot—or one of her other mysteries, you will be
riveted trying to figure out exactly "whodunnit."
de Saint-Exupéry, Antoine. The Little Prince. 1943.
Upon his visit to various planets, the little prince meets a variety of characters who reflect upon
human nature and the beauty and pain of living. Titled Le Petit Prince in its original French
language, this sweet and deceptively simple story was written by aviator Antoine de SaintExupéry, who mysteriously disappeared while on a reconnaissance mission over the
Mediterranean Sea.
Haley, Alex. The Autobiography of Malcolm X. 1965.
The searing and difficult story of one of our greatest civil rights
leaders. It covers his difficult life growing up in Michigan, his time in
organized crime, and his prison sentence. But perhaps most
importantly, it documents his conversion to Sunni Islam and lays out
his philosophies of Black pride, Black nationalism, and panAfricanism. With much to think about and much to resonate with, this
is a challenge to read and his mandate is a challenge to live.
Hamilton, Virginia. The People Could Fly: American Black Folktales. 1985.
This classic collection of folktales uses stories (many from the oral tradition) of animals, magic,
and people to share the loss, pain, hope, and rich heritage and legacy of enslaved African
Americans.
Hinton, S.E. The Outsiders. 1967.
Ponyboy and Sodapop may sound like characters in a whimsical children's book, but these two
brothers (along with Darry, the oldest, who's caring for them since their parents died) are
Greasers in 1960s Tulsa. The greasers—a working class gang that includes Dallas, Steve, TwoBit, and Johnny—have an ongoing feud with the Socs, a group of upper-class kids who are
often protected by their money and family names. When a murder occurs, Johnny and Ponyboy
(our narrator) have to go on the run, and violence and tragedy between the two groups reaches
unprecedent levels. With a large cast of unforgettable characters, this is a powerful story of what
happens when blood runs hot—and boils over.
Jackson, Shirley. The Haunting of Hill House. 1959.
If you think there's nothing like a ghost story on a stormy summer night, you'll want to pick up
this classic of the Gothic horror genre. When four strangers sensitive to paranormal activity
come together to experience a weekend at Hill House, a presence in the house begins to tap
into their subconscious minds—or is the house itself?
Lord, Bette Bao. In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson. 1984.
WWII has just ended, and Shirley Temple Wong's father has just accepted a
job in the United States as an engineer. But it's hard to adjust to a new school
and fit in when you don't even speak the same language as your classmates!
The one American tradition that Shirley loves is baseball...and it's her idol,
Jackie Robinson, who gives her the courage to be herself. This classic of
children's literature may feel old, but it has lessons that speak to us today.

Lowry, Lois. The Giver. 1993.
Twelve-year old Jonas doesn't question too much about his community and its way of life. There
is no suffering, no past, only the unemotional and uneventful now. Then Jonas receives his life
assignment as the Receiver. Soon, everything Jonas understands and believes is turned upside
down, shaking him to his core and calling him to action.
Rushdie, Salman. Haroun and the Sea of Stories. 1990.
"There was once, in the country of Alifbay, a sad city, the saddest of cities, a city so ruinously
sad that it had forgotten its name." Haroun's father's stories bring laughter to this sad city, but
when his father loses that gift, it's up to Haroun to hop on the back of a Hoopoe to claim them
again from the Sea of Stories. A strange, funny, and altogether magical tale from a great writer.
Ryan, Pam Muñoz. Esperanza Rising. 2000.
A modern classic of YA. Thirteen-year-old Esperanza expects that her lovely life of dresses and
pearls will last forever. When tragedy strikes and she and her mother must flee México for the
US, she faces a major change. Life as a migrant worker is hard, and even harder with the
racism of the 1930s. But Esperanza means "hope"—and that's what will keep her alive.
Shelley, Mary Wollstonecraft. Frankenstein. 1818.
You're probably familiar with the basics of Frankenstein: scientist creates
monster, monster creates trouble. While that's true, there's so much more to
this work by Mary Shelley, which began as a storytelling competition among
friends when Shelly was only 18, and which is now considered the first
science fiction novel. What happens when man takes life into his own
hands? When, like a modern Prometheus (the subtitle), he defies the natural
order and elevates himself to creator status? And what happens when he
detests that which he has made, and abandons it to make its own way in the
world?
Wright, Richard. Black Boy. 1945.
Beginning with a boy who's so hungry, he's considering selling his beloved dog in order to get
food, this is Wright's story of growing up poor and Black between the world wars. Facing harsh
Jim Crow racism in the South, he makes his way to Chicago...where he promptly finds that
there's the same amount of resistance to change. An unflinching and graphic look at the
"hunger for life" that can only be filled by a revolution.

Books Your Teachers Recommend
We asked the Middle School Faculty for books they thought you should read this summer. Here
are their responses—complete with their own quotes.
Ms. Culver recommends
Bradbury, Ray. The Martian Chronicles. 1950.
“I read this book under protest because I did not like science fiction. After I read this book, I had
to devour everything Ray Bradbury wrote.”
Cline, Ernest. Ready Player One. 2011.
“The book has the movie beat, all hollow!”
White, T.H. The Once and Future King. 1958.
“A lively, humorous telling of Arthurian legend.”

Any book by Mary Renault is a terrific read, bringing some aspect of the ancient Western
world to full, colorful life.
Ms. Doyle has a recent favorite
Sanchez, Erika L. I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter. 2017.
“Though it has some mature themes, it is written from the perspective of a Mexican American
high school student, Julia, living in Chicago who is dealing with loss, but also with the hope and
possibility of her future. Julia is funny, quirky, and smart, but she’s also facing the loss of her
sister who has died right as the novel begins. Julia goes on a quest to discover herself while she
also attempts to unravel the mystery behind her sister’s death. While Julia has obstacles to
face, she also has the usual love life, friendship, and family support and challenges. I’d
recommend this book to anyone who wants to laugh, cry, and be inspired by the strength of this
high school girl who overcomes the odds to achieve at least the first step on the way to her
dreams.”
Mr. Drogos thought of
Dumas, Alexandre. The Count of Monte Cristo. 1844.
“This classic is a sprawling, challenging, enrapturing novel of adventure and revenge. The
young sailor Edmond Dantes is about to inherit captaincy of a ship and marry the woman he
loves when he is falsely arrested for treason and imprisoned for many years. The novel tells the
long story of escape, adventure, and vengeance. As the book proves, ‘All human wisdom is
summed up in these two words, “Wait and hope.”’”
Jackson, Shirley. We Have Always Lived in the Castle. 1962.
This is a story about the two Blackwood sisters who live with their elderly uncle in a crumbling
mansion on the edge of a town filled with people who fear and loathe them. Throughout the
story you begin to discover their dark past and wonder about the motives of a long-lost
cousin who moves in with them. One of the most captivating things about the story is the
unforgettable voice of the younger sister, Merricat Blackwood, who narrates the novel. Here is
how it begins:
"My name is Mary Katherine Blackwood. I am eighteen years old, and I live with my sister
Constance. I have often thought that with any luck at all I could have been born a werewolf,
because the two middle fingers on both my hands are the same length, but I have had to be
content with what I had. I dislike washing myself, and dogs, and noise. I like my sister
Constance, and Richard Plantagenet, and Amanita phalloides, thes death-cup mushroom.
Everyone else in my family is dead."
Ms. Jefferson recommends
Harrison, Vashti. Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History. 2017.
An illustrated collection of biographies of 40 notable Black women…a beautiful celebration!
Park, Linda Sue. A Long Walk to Water. 2010.
Two stories of young people living in Sudan 10 years apart are drawn together as Salva
escapes into the bush when his school is attacked by insurgents, while Nya makes the two-hour
walk to the pond that provides the only water her family will have.
Mr. Landa says
“I LOVE shark stories, especially during the summer, but fictional ones, even when entertaining,
can be dangerous or misleading in terms of how they describe these amazing, majestic,

beautiful, resilient, and terrifying animals. These two books give me my shark fix, without
making me feel bad about perpetuating negative stereotypes about one of nature's greatest
predators.”
Capuzzo, Michael. Close to Shore: A True Tale of Terror in an Age of Innocence. 2011.
This book “re-creates the summer of 1916, when a rogue Great White shark attacked swimmers
along the New Jersey shore, triggering mass hysteria and launching the most extensive shark
hunt in history. It also provided much of the background inspiration for the book Jaws.”
Casey, Susan. The Devil's Teeth: A True Story of Obsession and Survival Among
America’s Great White Sharks. 2005.
This book “explores a journalist's fascination with sharks, which brings her to a remote island off
the California coast, home to the world's most mysterious and fearsome predators—and the
strange band of surfer-scientists who follow them.”
Ms. Latimer likes
Edwards, Betty. Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain. 2012.
A “wonderful collection of exercises for people of all skill levels who want to improve both their
drawing and their observational skills.”
Mr. Luthy recommends
Baime, A.J. The Accidental President: Harry S Truman and the Four Months that
Changed the World. 2017.
The pulse-pounding story of a man who was thrust into the spotlight…and the middle of World
War II.
Krueger, William Kent. This Tender Land. 2019.
“A saga like Huck Finn,” in which four orphans journey across rivers and landscapes to find
themselves again.
McCullough, David. The Wright Brothers. 2015.
A fast-paced and fascinating account of the men who brought the age of flight to the world.
Ms. Miller would suggest
Smith, Betty. A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. 1943.
“Although it was first published in 1943 and is set in Williamsburg, Brooklyn between 1900 and
1918, the main character Francie's story is timeless. It is beautifully written, touching, honest,
and filled with uplifting and heartbreaking moments that celebrate both family and following
one's dreams. Francie offers such a wise and insightful perspective on life that everyone should
read and experience!”
Ms. Moy thinks you should take a look at
Takei, George, Justin Eisinger, and Steven Scott. The Called Us Enemy. 2019.
A memoir in comic format documenting the childhood in which Takei—a beloved actor for many
sci-fi fans—is imprisoned along with his family in an American concentration camp for Japanese
Americans during WWII. A searing tale of our nation’s past and its victim’s courage.
Yang, Gene Luen. Dragon Hoops. 2020.
A winning graphic novel by the author of American Born Chinese, this is a unique book—it’s the
story of a high school basketball team going for the gold at the state championship…and the
graphic novelist who is documenting their rise. Who happens to be Yang himself.

Yang, Gene Luen. Superman Smashes the Klan. 2020.
When Roberta and Tommy Lee move from Chinatown to Metropolis in 1946, they find
themselves as the targets of the KKK. Superman tries to spring into action, but kryptonite has
weakened the hero…can the Chinese American teens help him take down racist hate? A
graphic novel based on a radio series from the 1940s.
Mr. Nekrosius recommends
Bellairs, John. The Curse of the Blue Figurine. 1983.
“Gothic YA at its best—strange and eerie, with a good character facing real darkness. A
classic!”
Link, Kelly. Pretty Monsters. 2003.
“This is a challenging collection of short stories, not because they are dense or boring, but
because they resist definition and warp one's sense of what is real and what is possible. If you
like fantasy, these stories will be your cup of tea, albeit a different flavor than you are used to.
Some of the material here is a bit on the mature side, so, maybe best for eighth-grade readers,
but accessible to all, and every story is a gem!”
Stead, Rebecca. When You Reach Me. 2009.
“This is my favorite YA title ever—a strange, subtle look at what it means to be friends . . . even
when friendship doesn't make any sense.”
Walton, Jo. Among Others. 2011.
“A powerful book about what it means to grow up as a troubled individual, with books as one
way out.”
La Maestra Pie has been reading
Jackson, Holly. A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder. 2019.
McManus, Karen. One of Us Is Lying (2017);Two Can Keep a Secret (2019); and One of Us
Is Next (2020).
Urban, Diana. All Your Twisted Secrets. 2020.
“I think we can tell what’s on my mind these days…”
Ms. Schmidt think you should take a look at
Nestor, James. Breath: The New Science of a Lost Art. 2020.
A fascinating look at the importance of paying attention to something that we all do 25,000 times
a day: breathe.
Stephenson, Bryan. Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption. 2014.
Also available in a young reader’s edition, this is the story of a young lawyer and his client…and
how his entire belief about the justice system and compassion got turned upside down.
Mr. Schwartz sent in
Parker, Matt. Things to Make and Do in the Fourth Dimension. 2014.
From a mathematician who’s also a comedian, find out new ways to cut a pizza and make a
working computer out of dominoes in this funny look at a subject some of us hate.
Frau Steinbarth suggests
Nix, Garth. Sabriel. 1995.
“One of my daughter’s favorite books when she was in Middle School at Lab.”

Steinbeck, John. Travels with Charley: In Search of America. 1962.
“I distinctly remember reading this the summer after 8 th grade…please add it to the list!”
Ms. Torres likes
Saeed, Aisha. Amal Unbound. 2018.
“In this novel we follow a Pakistani girl named Amal who finds herself bound in servitude to an
upper-class family. It speaks about the power of girl education in Pakistan.”
Stone, Nic. Clean Getaway. 2020.
“In this novel, you meet a boy who runs away from home in an RV with his grandma. Things are
fine at first but then they start getting weird.”
Woodson, Jacqueline. Harbor Me. 2018.
“If you put a group of middle schoolers together in an empty room and tell them to talk to each
other, what do you think will happen? Find out what can happen when they come together and
what stories unfold in the process.”
Mr. Tress recommends
Taylor, Mildred Pierce. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. 1976.
“This Newberry Award-winner brought me to tears as a young reader. In light of recent events,
the story remains as relevant as ever.”
Mr. Wong suggests
Colón, Erica L. Awesome Physics Experiments for Kids. 2019.
“I think any space can be a maker space if you want to make it one. Here are some ideas to
keep you active and building this summer.”
Standage, Tom. A History of the World in 6 Glasses. 2005.
“This book takes an interesting approach to learning about human history and civilization
through beverages over time. It involves history, science, economics and makes me thirsty to
read more.”
Mr. Zavala thinks you should read
Brown, Daniel James. The Boys in the Boat. 2013.
The true story of the US 1936 Olympic Rowing Team, and how they overcame the many
obstacles life threw their way to win the Gold Medal at the Olympics in Berlin, Germany.

…and finally, we’ve added next year’s Caudill list for
you to get a head start. Happy reading!

2021 Master List
Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award
Illinois Children's Choice Award
Publisher

Pub
Date

Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem with
Becoming Kareem
Obstfeld, Raymond

Little, Brown and
Company

2017

Arden, Katherine

Small Spaces

G.P. Putnam’s Sons

2018

Auxier, Jonathan

Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monster

Amulet Books

2018

Bigelow, Lisa Jenn

Drum Roll, Please

Harper - HarperCollins

2018

Brimner, Larry Dane

Twelve Days in May: Freedom Ride 1961

Calkins Creek Highlights

2017

Cervantes, Angela

Me, Frida, and the Secret of the Peacock Ring

Scholastic Press

2018

Craft, Jerry

New Kid

Harper - HarperCollins

2019

Diaz, Alexandra

The Only Road

Simon & Schuster

2016

Johnson, Varian

The Parker Inheritance

Arthur A. Levine Scholastic, Inc.

2018

Leatherdale, Mary Beth

Stormy Seas: Stories of Young Boat Refugees

Annick Press

2017

Marsh, Katherine

Nowhere Boy

Roaring Brook Press

2018

McAnulty, Stacy

The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl

Random House

2018

Nielsen, Jennifer A.

Resistance

Scholastic Press

2018

Oh, Ellen

Spirit Hunters

Harper - HarperCollins

2017

Ramee, Lisa Moore

A Good Kind of Trouble

Balzer + Bray HarperCollins

2019

Reynolds, Jason

Long Way Down

Atheneum

2017

Saeed, Aisha

Amal Unbound

Nancy Paulsen Books

2018

Schmitt, Adam P.

Speechless

Candlewick

2018

White, J.A.

Nightbooks

Katherine Tegen Books
- HarperCollins

2018

Yang, Kelly

Front Desk

Arthur A. Levine Scholastic, Inc.

2018
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