Name:

Middle School Library Summer Reading Log
Use this log to record all of the books you read over the summer—you may want to use the
summer reading list to get you started. You can find the list and this reading log on the library
website. Return your reading log in September and receive special recognition during the first
month of school. Read one book or one hundred. Have fun! —Ms. Oakes and Mr. Andracki
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Blast off into other worlds this
summer—and visit the library and
your new librarian in the fall!

2019 Summer Reading Suggestions from Rowley Middle School Library
We hope you find something on this list that sparks your interest! Look out for books with #lab—they have a
connection to our school. Books with a Young Adult designator contain mature themes or intense language meant for
older middle school readers.
Ahmed, Samira. Internment. 2019. (Young Adult) #lab
Written by the sister of a Lab administrator, this dystopian novel takes place in a near future where
Muslim Americans are being forced into concentration camps. Layla wants to lead a revolution to
stop the injustice, but she quickly realizes that this is more dangerous than she thought. How
powerful can one girl’s voice be?
Anderson, M.T., and Eugene Yelchin. The Assassination of Brangwain Spurge. 2018.
What to do when you’re an elf sent on a quest to take a rare gift to the goblin kingdom? Especially if
your kingdoms have not gotten along for centuries? And what to do when you unexpectedly become
friends with your goblin host? And what to do when your mission goes kerflooey? Find out in this
hilarious, illustrated fantasy—that has more than a hint of political satire.
Arden, Katherine. Small Spaces. 2018.
Ollie stumbles across a weeping woman by the river one day after school and
takes the book she’s clutching home with her. She finds in it a spine-tingling story
called Small Spaces, set on a farm and about the creepy Smiling Man who grants
wishes...for a price. When her class takes a field trip to a farm the next day, the
bus breaks down, and Ollie’s watch displays a message for her: RUN.
Auxier, Jonathan. Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monster. 2018.
Nan has the dangerous job of chimney sweep in Victorian England. One day, while trying to rescue
a prized possession from a chimney, a fire starts, and Nan thinks it’s the end for her. Instead, she
wakes up to find that she has created a creature out of coal who has rescued her. Now, the two
must figure out their new life together.
Calejo, Ryan. Charlie Hernández and the League of Shadows. 2018.
Surprisingly, the fact that both of his parents mysteriously disappeared after a fire destroyed his
home isn’t the most upsetting thing in Charlie’s life. It’s that he’s suddenly sprouting horns and
growing feathers. When an old map leads Charlie and his friend Violet to a graveyard late one night,
Charlie makes a shocking discovery: the myths and legends from the Hispanic world that his abuela
has been telling him? They’re all real.
Chokshi, Roshani. The Gilded Wolves. 2018. (Young Adult)
A dark, violent, and gorgeous fantasy set in a reimagined 1889 Paris. An unlikely crew of five misfits,
each with a unique talent. Two great houses that control the progress of civilization—and two whose
reigns have effectively ended. A treasure Forged with power like none ever seen before. And the
grand hotel where the heist will be planned, secrets will come to light, and one person may find
everything he’s ever wanted in life...but at what cost?

Craft, Jerry. New Kid. 2019. (Graphic Novel)
Jordan wanted to go to art school for seventh grade, but instead his parents have enrolled him in an
elite, academically-focused school where he’s one of the only students of color. Now, he’s stuck
between his old friends and his new school and doesn’t really feel like either fits anymore.
DeWoskin, Rachel. Someday We Will Fly. 2019. (Young Adult) #lab
When her mother vanishes from their home in 1940s Warsaw, Lillia—the daughter of circus
performers—and her family escape to Shanghai, one of the few places left in the world that will take
Jewish refugees without visas. As she watches her sister become more and more malnourished and
deals with a complete culture shock, Lillia must draw on her inner strength...and then the war arrives
again as the Japanese invade Shanghai. Written by a Lab parent, this is a historical coming-of-age
story you won’t forget.
Gardner, Whitney. Fake Blood. 2018. (Graphic Novel)
A.J. feels like everyone is moving on without him, having grand summer adventures and growing up.
In order to impress Nia, the girl he’s had a crush on for a while, he pretends to be a vampire. There’s
just one problem with his plan: Nia plans on becoming a vampire slayer.
Green, Tim. The Big Game. 2018.
Danny is a football god in his hometown, and he’s dedicating this season to the memory of his
father, who was a Super Bowl champion. But his English teacher catches him cheating on a test,
and it looks like the season’s over. Danny has one more chance, but he doesn’t think it will matter,
because he has a secret: he can’t read.
Hautman, Pete. Otherwood. 2018.
Stuey’s Grandpa Zach used to say things like, “Hatred combined with lies and secrets can break the
world.” Stuey never understood until the moment that he and his friend Elly Rose are playing in the
woods and reality seems to break. A mind-bending sci-fi and mystery mashup.
Haydu, Corey Ann. Eventown. 2019.
Twins Elodee and Naomi are dealing with a shocking event in their family. When
their parents decide that the whole family needs a fresh start, they move to
Eventown, where everyone’s houses and rose bushes and ice cream cones are
just perfect. When Elodee starts questioning why everything in town is just
so...even...things take a turn for the worse. A tear-jerker if ever there was one!
Hockney, David, and Martin Gayford. A History of Pictures for Children: From Cave Paintings to

Computer Drawings. 2018. (Nonfiction)

Written by one of the most famous living artists, this book takes you on a journey of the history of
images—the pictures we see in magazines, in museums, on our phones, and on streets—to show
how art has always been part of the experiences that make us human.
Hudson, Wade, and Cheryl Wells Hudson, editors. We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices. 2018.

(Nonfiction)
What do you do when the world seems too much and prejudice and racism is all around? This book
offers some hope. Filled with breathtaking art, inspiring letters, and heart-filling poetry, this collection
is designed to help you find your activist voice.

Kadohata, Cynthia. A Place to Belong. 2019.
Hanako’s Japanese American family was imprisoned in a camp during World War II. After her family
is released, her parents decide to renounce their U.S. citizenship and move to her grandparents’
farm in Japan. What they don’t understand is that the farm is near Hiroshima, and the dropping of
the atomic bomb has completely devastated the village. How will Hanako survive in a place of
scarcity and in a culture she doesn’t know at all?
Kelly, Lynne. Song for a Whale. 2019.
Iris is a tech whiz and spends her afternoons repairing electronics, but since she’s the only Deaf kid
at her school, most people treat her like she’s not very smart. When she learns about a whale
named Blue 55 who sings at a frequency that can’t be heard by other whales, she understands how
he must feel: like no one understands. Can she use her tech skills to find a way to speak to Blue 55?
Khorram, Adib. Darius the Great Is Not Okay. 2018. (Young Adult)
Darius is used to not feeling good enough—he’s a “Fractional Persian” (half, on his mother’s side),
and his clinical depression makes socializing difficult. When his grandfather gets ill, his entire family
flies across the world to spend time with him, throwing Darius more out of place. But his
grandparents’ neighbor Sohrab accepts Darius for exactly who is...and that helps Darius feel so
much more than okay.
Kuklin, Susan. We Are Here to Stay: Voices of Undocumented Young Adults. 2019. (Nonfiction)
Nine young adults, nine voices that refuse to remain in the shadows anymore. Each with a secret:
they aren’t U.S. citizens, and they don’t have the documents that allow them to be in the country
legally. They come from Korea, Samoa, Mexico, Colombia, Ghana. And they refuse to be silent
about their status anymore.
Hopkinson, Deborah. How I Became a Spy: A Mystery of WWII London. 2019.
Bertie didn’t ever intend to become a spy—it just happened when a young American woman went
missing. Bertie, his friend Eleanor, and a Jewish refugee named David must team up to decipher the
missing woman’s coded notebook to prevent a deadly secret from falling into the Nazis’ hands.
Magoon, Kekla. The Season of Styx Malone. 2018.
“Styx came to us like magic—the really, really powerful kind. There was no
grand puff of smoke or anything, but he appeared as if from nowhere, right
in our very own woods.” Caleb and Bobby Gene are planning to explore the
woods near their Indiana home all summer. Enter Styx, their new sixteenyear-old neighbor, who is just plain cool. Styx convinces the brothers to
help him with his Great Escalator Trade...and the whole summer goes
sideways in a hilarious adventure.
Medina, Meg. Merci Suárez Changes Gears. 2018.
Merci’s stuck volunteering for the Sunshine Buddies, the group of kids who welcome new students to
her southern Florida private school. Her buddy turns out to be a boy that her nemesis Edna has a
crush on, but that’s only the beginning of her problems: she also has to help watch her younger
cousins, and her abuelo has begun acting weirdly. Merci will roll right into your heart as you come
along for the ride!

McMahon, Serah-Marie, and Alison Matthews David. Killer Style: How Fashion Has Injured, Maimed, and

Murdered through History. 2019. (Nonfiction)

Your clothes could kill you. Not likely to happen today, but this book is a fascinating look at how the
race to look good has resulted in death throughout history. Find out how hair accessories have
exploded and how your weathered-looking jeans might be harming the people who make them in
this gruesome, fascinating book.
Noah, Trevor. It’s Trevor Noah: Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood. 2019. (Nonfiction)
In this version of his memoir that has been adapted for middle school readers, comedian Trevor
Noah shares his story of what it was like to grow up in apartheid South Africa. His mom was Xhosa,
a Black South African. His dad was a white European. And in South Africa, it was literally illegal for a
mixed-race child to exist. Here’s his story of approaching his situation with humor and courage.
O’Neill, Katie. Aquicorn Cove. 2018. (Graphic Novel)
Lana and her father return to the seaside town where she grew up to help clean up after a massive
storm sweeps through. As Lana explores, she discovers a colony of Aquicorns, magical
seahorse/mermaid creatures, who need her help to rescue their coral reef from the dangers the town
is placing on it.
Reynolds, Jason. For Every One. 2018. (Poetry)
“Dear Dreamers,” this book starts. From there, it tells you in four long poems
how to achieve your dreams. Well, kind of. It tells you how it feels to have a
dream and how it feels when those dreams bump into the struggles of real life. It
is a “firelight for this / long and often dark road” from one of YA’s most beloved
authors.
Smith, Cynthia Leitich. Hearts Unbroken. 2019. (Young Adult)
When Louise dumped her boyfriend by email, she felt kind of bad about it, but he did insult her
heritage as a citizen of the Muscogee Nation. Now, she’s competing for the prestigious beat she
wants on the school paper, but when her younger brother is at the center of a serious community
conflict around the school’s production of The Wizard of Oz, issues of racism, censorship, integrity,
and romance come to a head.
Stevenson, Nanci Turner. Lizzie Flying Solo. 2019.
Lizzie and her mom have lost everything, including their farmhouse, so they’re now living in a
transitional shelter called Good Hope. Lizzie wants to remain hidden so no one finds out why they’re
there—but when a scared new pony named Fire shows up at a nearby stable, their connection gives
Lizzie a whole new reason to be bold.
Thomas, Keltie. Rising Seas: Flooding, Climate Change, and Our New World. 2018. (Nonfiction)
Since 1900, sea levels across the world have risen an average of about 8 inches. They’re still rising,
at faster and faster rates. This simple book is a chilling look at what’s happening to our planet. Take
a trip and see what’s happening in Miami, the Maldives, Bangladesh, and the Marshall
Islands...before they’re all gone.

Yang, Kelly. Front Desk. 2018.
It’s the early 1990s, and Mia and her family have just arrived in California from Beijing, China. Her
parents land a job managing a motel owned by the mean Mr. Yao, but the work of cleaning rooms
and doing laundry means that there’s no one to check in new customers. So, Mia takes it upon
herself to run the front desk! A hilarious and heartwarming look at some serious issues.

Ms. Oakes’ favorite reads from twenty-one years of summer reading lists—
in the order they were listed, including original annotations (with comments
from 2019).
Please enjoy the deep dive.
Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.
In a purely magical fantasy, a wizard-in-training learns of his parents’ heroic past and
battles the malevolent Voldemort, who destroyed them. Humorous and heartfelt moments
at the Hogwarts School trace Harry’s transition from neglected nobody to reluctant
celebrity. (These books only get better with time. I’m a Hufflepuff, what are you?)
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak. (Young Adult)
A stunning and sympathetic tribute to a teenaged outcast. Melinda is ignored by her
parents and ostracized by her classmates. Haven’t we all been in some place where we
have lost our ability to be heard? (A must read in the #MeToo era.)
Korman, Gordon. No More Dead Dogs.
In this hilarious story, eighth-grade football hero Wallace Wallace is sentenced to
detention attending rehearsals of the school play where, in spite of himself, he becomes
wrapped up in the production and begins to suggest changes (rock bands...roller blades)
that improve not only the play but his life as well. (This book is truly funny! And an
antidote for great dog books like Shiloh, Where the Red Fern Grows, Old Yeller, and
Sounder—which you might like to read as well.)
Bruchac, Joseph. Skeleton Man.
What has happened to Molly’s parents? Why did they disappear? Who is the mysterious
“great-uncle” claiming to be her relative? How much attention should she pay to her
horrifying dreams? Will the old Mohawk story her parents told her lead her to safety—
maybe even save her life? (Scarily and skillfully breathes a traditional tale into
contemporary life—told by a wonderful Abenaki writer and storyteller.)

Farmer, Nancy. House of the Scorpion. (Young Adult)
To most people around him, Matt is not a boy but a beast. A room full of chicken litter
with roaches for friends and old chicken bones for toys is considered good enough for
him. But for El Patron, drug lord of a country called Opium—a strip of poppy fields lying
between the U.S. and what was once called Mexico—Matt is deserving only of the
best. Threatened by El Patron’s power-hungry family at every turn, and with no hope of
escape, Matt is marked by his differences in ways he can’t possibly suspect. Winner of
the year’s National Book Award, as well as the Newbery and Michael Printz Honor Awards, this book
is one of the year’s best. (And it still is. But DON’T READ THE FLAP if you want to be as surprised
as I was by Matt’s discoveries. Wow!)
Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi. Purple Hibiscus. (Young Adult/Adult)
Fifteen-year-old Kambili’s world is circumscribed by the high walls and frangipani trees
of her family compound. Her wealthy Catholic father is repressive and fanatically
religious at home. When Nigeria begins to fall apart under a military coup, Kambili’s
father sends her and her brother away to stay with an aunt, a University professor,
whose house is noisy and full of laughter. There, Kambili and Jaja discover a world of
freedom that changes them, and their family, forever. A brutally honest look at life in
Nigeria, beautifully told. (Adichie went on to great acclaim as a writer, including
receiving the MacArthur Fellowship and being elected to the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences. This is a story, once read, you’ll never forget. Also check out her book for adults, We
Should All Be Feminists.)
Kadohata, Cynthia. Kira-Kira.
Kira-kira means glittering in Japanese. That’s how Katie Takeshima’s sister, Lynn,
makes everything seem. When Katie and her family move from a Japanese community
in Iowa to the deep south of Georgia, it’s Lynn who explains to her why people stop
them on the street to stare. And it’s Lynn, who, with her special way of viewing the
world, teaches Katie to look beyond tomorrow. This book will have you laughing
through your tears. (Keep a box of tissues handy. I am not kidding.)
Ibbotson, Eva. The Star of Kazan.
When Annika is discovered by her long-lost mother, she must leave the family she has
grown to love in order to go live with her new, slightly less desirable, family. Then,
things go from bad to worse. This book has everything: foundling babies who are (or
are not) the children of rich parents, hidden treasure, horses, mistaken identities,
kidnapping, kindly women who can cook up a storm, and...Vienna! A perfect summer
read. (Still true. I might just read it again!)
Johnson, Angela. Bird.
Bird has run away in pursuit of her stepfather. She’s sure she’ll be able to convince
him to return home to fill the hole he left in their family. While she hides near his
sister’s farmhouse, her story becomes entwined with the lives of three people, who
have holes of their own: Ethan, whose heart troubles have kept him sheltered from
kids his own age; Jay, whose brother has died unexpectedly; and Mrs. Pritchard,
whose house has been too empty since her husband was moved to a nursing home.
Is it possible that one person’s warmth and kindness can heal many hurts? (Such a
tiny book. Such a big story.)

Shusterman, Neal. The Schwa Was Here.
“They say his eyes change to match the color of the sky. They say his clothes
always blend into wherever he happens to be standing...I noticed him—which is a
big thing, since most of the time not even his own father noticed him. I was the one
who realized he was ‘functionally invisible’ and used it to make big bucks. I was also
the one who caused the Schwa more grief than a friend really should. Okay, so if
you’ll just shut up and listen, I’ll tell you all there is to know about the
Schwa...unless, of course, ‘the Schwa Effect’ wipes him out of my brain before I’m
done….” (You, of course, will never forget the Schwa. Not quite as thoughtful, but equally hilarious
are Antsy Does Time and Ship Out of Luck from the Antsy series.)
Balliett, Blue. The Wright 3.
If you haven’t had a chance to read the sequel to Chasing Vermeer, this summer
may well be the perfect time to do so. And while you’re at it, go outside, take a tour
of Hyde Park, and visit all the sites that Petra, Calder and Tommy must visit in order
to solve this thoroughly Lab School mystery. Thank you, Ms. Balliett! (Ms. Balliett, a
former 4th grade teacher at Lab, has written several mysteries about kids like you—
kids who go to Lab, are curious about the world, and are whip-smart!)
Howe, James. Totally Joe.
When Joe’s given the assignment to write his alpha-biography—the story of his life
from A to Z—he has his doubts. This whole thing could be serious ammunition for
bullying if it falls into the wrong hands. But Joe discovers there’s more to the
assignment—and his life—than meets the eye. Especially when he gets to the letter
C, which stands for Colin Briggs, the coolest guy in the seventh grade (seriously)
and Joe’s secret boyfriend. By the time Joe gets to the letter Z, he’s pretty much
bared his soul about everything. And Joe’s okay with that because he likes who he is. He’s Totally
Joe, and that’s the best thing for him to be. (This one will leave you ready to take on the world. It’s a
treat.)
Cottrell Boyce, Frank. Framed.
Dylan and his sisters have some ideas about how to make Snowdonia Oasis Auto
Marvel into a more profitable business, but it isn’t until some strange men arrive in
their small town of Manod, Wales with valuable paintings, and their father disappears,
that they consider turning to...crime! (Based on a real event: hiding art treasures
taken from London’s National Gallery and the Tate Gallery during World War II inside
a Welsh slate mine. Poor Manod, and probably you, will never look at art the same
way again.)
Tan, Shaun. The Arrival.
A brilliant wordless book impossible to describe with words. Perhaps best summed up
by Jeff Stone, author of Bone, “A shocking imaginative graphic novel that captures the
sense of adventure and wonder that surrounds a new arrival on the shores of a
shining new city…” (This unique graphic novel should be required reading for a nation
wrestling with immigration.)
Williams-Garcia, Rita. One Crazy Summer.
(Never given an annotation, this book appears on the 2010-11 awards list—we used to
list all the award winners in every summer reading list. It won a Newbery Honor Medal,
was a finalist for the National Book Award: Young People’s Literature, won the Scott
O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction, and won the Coretta Scott King Book Award. It’s

the story of three sisters who are sent to spend the summer with their estranged, poetry-writing,
Black Panther mother in Oakland, CA. The year is 1968, and it’s going to be one crazy summer. The
awards are well deserved!)

Gardner, Sally. Maggot Moon. (Young Adult)
What if the football hadn’t gone over the wall? On the other side of the wall there is a
dark secret the Motherland doesn’t want anyone to know. There’s the devil. And the
Moon Man. Standish Treadwell risks all to reveal the truth. (Brutal, brilliant dystopia.)
Black, Holly. Doll Bones.
Zach, Alice, and Poppy--friends from a Pennsylvania middle school--have long
enjoyed acting out imaginary adventures with dolls and action figures. But one doll is
different from the others. She has secrets. Or so Poppy claims. Is the doll really
haunting Polly? A quest to Ohio to bury the doll’s bones takes the three adventurers
on an unforgettable, and unforgettably creepy, journey. (Read with the lights on!)
Loftin, Nikki. Nightingale’s Nest.
Little John and his family are reeling from his sister’s accidental death. While working
with his father cutting down trees, he discovers Gayle, a foster child who insists she
lives in a nest in a tree. Her magical, musical voice can heal the wounded, but can she
help little John heal his heart? (Magic realism at its best. Simply transcendent.)
Reeve, Philip. Railhead. (Young Adult)
In a world of drones and androids, Zen Starling is a human thief, but mostly he just
likes to ride the Interstellar Express, the sentient trains that travel through the K gates
from planet to planet--a complicated transportation system that only the illusive,
godlike Guardians can understand. Now the mysterious Raven wants him to steal
one small box from the Emperor’s train. One small box that just might bring everything
in this galaxy--and the next--to the end of the line. (A thrill ride!)
Sloan, Holly Goldberg. Short.
Very short for her age (but don’t call her “short” because she is boycotting the word),
Julia grows into her sense of self while playing a munchkin in a summer regional
theater production of The Wizard of Oz. Annotations cannot prepare you for the
rewards you’ll get from this read. You’ll laugh. And cry. And laugh again. Julia is a
triumph! (I love hilarious theater books—is that a genre? And this one delivers!)
Murdock, Catherine Gilbert. The Book of Boy.
A boy who can talk to animals. A terrifying, perilous journey full of bravery and daring.
Knights and bandits and ghosts and thieves. Howling wolves, heroic donkeys, and a
bag of bones. Lords, ladies, liars, and riches beyond compare. And mysteries and
miracles—of the sort that concern the living and the dead. Year of our lord, 1350.
Nothing is quite what it seems. (Yep.)
Pullman, Philip. La Belle Sauvage. (Young Adult)
This is the first book in a new trilogy called The Book of Dust, set in the same world as Pullman’s
previous fantasy series, His Dark Materials. Lyra, the protagonist of that series, is just a baby, and
she’s in danger. Malcolm works at his parents’ inn but has been warned to keep his eye on Lyra,

who is living at a nearby nunnery. When a historic flood comes to Oxford, Malcolm
and Lyra must escape in a canoe as they face kidnappers, government police, and
classmates turned spies. (Okay, this one is WAY more exciting than this annotation
would lead you to believe. I can’t recommend it enough for fantasy lovers—or anyone
who likes a beautifully written story. And if you like it, you’ll want to read The Golden
Compass, The Subtle Knife and The Amber Spyglass. You’re in for a summer of
sheer delight that provides enough food for thought to nourish you until school starts.)

My top pick for the 2019 Summer Reading List goes to…
Cline-Ransome, Lesa. Finding Langston.
It’s 1946. Langston’s mother has just died and he and his father, having completed a
great migration from Georgia to Bronzeville, are trying to carve out a life in Chicago.
Not an easy task for a poor black boy who loves to read but must hide it from his
father—and pretty much everyone else. Then he discovers the public library, which
isn’t just for white folks, as he’d been led to believe. In fact, it’s full of black librarians,
and authors, and poets—like Langston Hughes, whose poems seem to be written just
for him.

MLAB Presents…

Book of the Week
Amelia recommends Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard:
“This is a book about a girl, Mare, whose life changes
quickly and dramatically as she learns that she is
different from those around he and who she thought
she was. The world is split into those with red blood
and those with silver blood. Mare has red blood but
finds out that she is more like those with silver blood.
If you like fantasies or adventure stories, this book is
for you!”
Victoria recommends The Lions of Little Rock By Kristin Levine: “12-year-old
Marlee is very shy and quiet while her friend Liz is loud and talks all the time.
Liz is caught for passing as white and leaves the school. What will Marlee do
without her new best friend? This book is great if you like stories that deal with
civil rights in America.”

Sasha recommends Eliza and Her Monsters by Francesca Zappia: “Eliza
is shy, quiet, and likes to stay in the shadows, at least in real life. On
the internet, she is the famous Lady Constellation, creator of Monstrous
Sea, a webcomic that is viewed by millions of people all over the world.
Even the people at school talk about Monstrous Sea. Eliza is happy with
the way things are, unpopular at school, but at home a famous comic
artist. Then one day Wallace transfers to Eliza’s school. Wallace is a
huge fan of Monstrous Sea, and all of his friends write fanfics and
draw characters from the webcomic. Wallace and Eliza become friends
immediately, and he soon discovers she has an unusual talent for
drawing the characters. Eliza smiles and nods, but as she and Wallace
start to get closer, she wonders how long she can keep this secret to
herself.”

Sasha recommends The Book of Dust by Philip Pullman: “On the
banks of the river Thames there lies an Inn called the Trout.
Through the doors of the Trout go many people. Whether a rich
landowner, or a scholar, or even a thief, Malcom Polstead is there
to observe them. Malcom’s father runs the Inn, and Malcom has
been living there all his life. He has become accustomed to the
constant stream of weird and mysterious people. Malcom loves
to listen in on conversations. He hears all sorts of gossip and
scandals. But then one night he hears something quite different,
a conversation about a substance called dust. After that, things
take a turn for better or worse. Malcom ﬁnds a secret message
dropped by a man who was found dead a day later. Suspicious
characters start showing up. A man called Lord Asriel who is
clearly on the run. A Gyptian who brings warnings about a
massive ﬂood. Enforcement agents from the Magisterium. And a
shockingly beautiful woman with a golden monkey dæmon. But,
out of the many visitors, these people all have one thing in
common. They are looking for a baby called Lyra who is rumored
to be living in the priory with the nuns right next to the Trout.
Weather any of these people are friend or foe, Malcom decides
not to take his chances. So, he sets out on an adventure to save
the young baby Lyra, but it turns out this is not just about the
baby, but about the balances of the Universe, dust, and the fate
foretold about young Lyra.”

One of your fellow students recommends The Girl Who Drank
the Moon by Kelly Barnhill: “The Girl Who Drank the Moon is
a thrilling adventure in which the good will turn evil, the evil
turn good, and nothing is as it seems. Filled with excitement,
adventure, and of course magic, I highly recommend it.”

Anonymous recommends Endgame;The Calling by James
Frey. “It’s cool. You know. Exciting and hooking. A
bunch of kids fight to stay alive. The last one standing
wins, and their tribe gets to stay on earth. Everyone
else DIES.”

Daisy recommends Simon vs. The Homosapiens Agenda By
Becky Albertalli. “ A closeted gay kid in Georgia, emails
anonymously with another gay kid. But, when their emails are
leaked, Simon must adapt to being openly gay in school.
Amazing, intense, Beautiful.”

Emma recommends Bad Girls Don’t Die By Katie Alender:
“This book is about a teenage girl, Alexis, and her family who
move into an old, old house. The sister begins to act weird
with her collection of dolls, one in particular, and as Alexis
learns more about the odd happenings in the house, she
realizes that maybe there's something out to get her.
“This is a good book for those interested in the horror genre,
but not quite ready enough for incredibly terrifying stories. It
balances scary and plot well, with less jump scares and more
unnerving events.”

Sasha and Emma recommend Heartless By Marissa Meyer:
“Catherine is one of the most desired girls Wonderland. The king
makes a not-so-secret plan to court Catherine, he throws garden
parties and host balls, just for her. Catherine would be flattered, but
being an amazing baker, all she really wants to do is open a bakery
with her best friend. A job her mother thinks very unfit for a future
queen.
“Then Catherine meets Jest, the funny and handsome, though also
very mysterious, court joker. Catherine thinks that for the first time
she might actually feel the real pull of attraction. But Catherine fears
that her relationship will offend the king and earn her parent’s
mistrust, so she and Jest start a secret relationship.
“Catherine is determined to lead her own life and marry who she
wishes, but in this land of mad-hatters, magic, and monsters, that
might be very unobtainable.”

Andrew recommends the Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore: “The Stars
Beneath Our Feet is a novel about the struggles of 12 year old Lolly Rachpaul. Living in
Harlem, Lolly has been able to do pretty much whatever he wants, but coming of age,
he begins to get exposed to the harm of living in a city filled with violence. After the
shooting of his brother and the divorce of his parents, Lolly's life is beginning to
change in ways he never thought of. As Lolly's mother starts dating again, and Lolly
meets the peculiar character of Rose, Lolly experiences the difference from being a
kid in Harlem and a teenager. This book captures Lolly's emotions as he recovers from
the loss of his brother through a creative outlet that is legos. Watch as Lolly learns
the true meaning of remembrance and friendship in The Stars Beneath Our Feet.”

Marcella

recommends Love, Hate and Other Filters by

Samira Ahmed: “This book is about a teenage girl growing up
in a Muslim family. She goes through the troubles of first
loves, hate, and her parent's opinions. This book puts yourself
in the shoes of a teenager named Maya Aziz in order to
explore her life.”

Adelle recommends Blind by Rachel DeWoskin: “Blind is a
heart-touching book that tells the story of a girl named
Emma Sasha Silver, who lost her sight in a tragic accident.
Life will never be the same for her. Her friends feel more
distant, she can't see the stares that the people at school
give her, but she can feel them. A wonderful book and a
wonderful read.”

Raza recommends Alex Rider: Stormbreaker by Anthony
Horowitz: “I think it’s a book that has adventure as
well as a good plot that isn’t just about spying; it has
to do with family as well.”

Jackson recommends Spy School by Stuart Gibbs “This book is action
packed, and filled with adventure. Follow Ben throughout his journeys
through spy school, missions, and adventures! This book is very well
written. Gibbs does a great job keeping with the theme of espionage and
the CIA. With new books in the series coming out every couple months,
there are new adventures that are sure to draw the reader into this book
and series!”

Caroline recommends To Night Owl From Dogﬁsh by Holly
Goldberg Sloan and Meg Wolitzer: “Bett Devlin and Avery
Bloom are two entirely different people. Bett lives in Los
Angeles and is fearless, outgoing, and loves to Surf. Avery
lives in New York City and is a bit nerdy, and afraid of many
things.
The 2 girls want nothing to do with each other, but when
their dads fall in love, Bett and Avery are sent against their
will to the same sleepaway camp to ﬁnd common ground and
become friends. Bett ﬁnds Avery’s Email, and they start
communicating and agree to never talk at camp. While the
girls are at camp their dads are on a trip to China, things soon
get out of hand for the dads (and the girls). They are all stuck
in one CRAZY summer adventure, with a playwright, a
boyfriend, a fake boyfriend, a grandmother, and 1 play in New
York.”

Thank you to everyone who
participated in the Book of the Week
program! We will be continuing it
next year! Happy reading!
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