
 
 
 
 

 
 

Summer Lab Bus Service 
 
2020 Policies and Procedures 
 
The Laboratory Schools’ Summer Lab Bus Service policies and procedures have 
been established to ensure student safety and comfort during the transition 
between Summer Lab activities and home. A successful student bus program 
depends largely on families’ cooperation and agreement to make on-time 
connections.  
 
Please contact the Student Bus Services team with questions at 773-834-7872 or 
via email at nsbus@ucls.uchicago.edu.  
 

A. Ridership Restrictions: For the safety and comfort of our youngest riders, 
students in Nursery 3–Kindergarten must register and ride with an older 
sibling (i.e., in 1st–12th grade). This ensures that the bus ride is not 
overwhelming for these younger students, provides a developmentally 
appropriate experience, and helps guarantee safe transitions at the 
appropriate bus stop each day. Both riders must be registered in Summer 
Lab programs in order to use the bus service. Rising Kindergarteners who 
are 5 years of age by June 22, 2020, may ride the bus unaccompanied by 
a sibling. 
 

B. Routes: Four distinct daily routes are available for Summer Lab 2020, 
pending enrollment. The Laboratory Schools reserve the right to cancel or 
change routes based upon enrollment. 
 

a. Morning routes arrive at Earl Shapiro Hall at approximately 8 a.m. 
Students in Early Childhood Programs (typically Nursery 3–Grade 
2) will be escorted from the bus and brought to their classrooms. 
Buses arrive at the Historic Campus at approximately 8:15 a.m. 
Students in Adventure Kids (Grades 1–8), Summer School (Grades 
3–12), and Summer Lab on Stage will exit the buses in front of 
Blaine Hall. Adventure Kids counselors and other Summer Lab staff 
will be on hand to guide students to their activities. 
 

b. Afternoon routes begin with pick-up at Earl Shapiro Hall before 
picking up students at Historic Campus in front of Blaine Hall. 
Students in Nursery 3–Grade 2 and in Adventures Kids are 
escorted to the appropriate buses by Summer Lab staff. Summer 
School students in Grades 3-8 who ride the afternoon bus will be 
directed to the bus by Summer Lab teachers and staff. 
 



c. Bus attendance is taken in the mornings by bus monitors and in 
the afternoons by both Summer Lab staff and bus monitors. 
 

 
C. Registration: Register here prior to riding the bus. Students will not be 

allowed to board the bus without a completed registration form. 
 

D. Student Schedules: Parents and guardians must provide the Laboratory 
Schools with and changes to their student's daily bus schedule via the 
SchoolPass app. Failure to adjust their child’s schedule will preclude the 
child from boarding the bus. For the safety of all of our students, schedule 
changes for afternoon rides made less than one hour prior to the 
scheduled bus departure time are not guaranteed. 
 

E. Itinerary: Proposed itineraries are available on the Summer Lab website. 
Itineraries are subject to change based on participation. 

 
F. Traffic, Patience, and Bus Location: Please allow for unexpected traffic 

delays in comparison to the published itineraries. Information will be 
shared with families if a major service delay is anticipated. Please be 
patient with delays of less than 15 to 20 minutes. Families should 
download the SafeStop app to set up bus arrival alerts as well as receive 
messages from the Laboratory Schools regarding bus delays. Account set-
up instructions will be shared in early June. 
 

G. Bus Safety and Amenities: All buses feature seatbelts for riders. Riders 
are required to remain seated with a fastened seatbelt while the bus is 
moving. Buses are not air conditioned. Bus monitors will open windows to 
allow ventilation and maintain temperature control as necessary. We 
recommend that riders bring water bottles to stay properly hydrated and 
comfortable. 
 

H. Bus Evacuations: In the event of an emergency that requires a bus 
evacuation, the bus driver and monitor will guide children out of the bus 
via the safest route, lead them to safe area, and notify Lab of the 
evacuation. Lab administrators will work with the driver and monitor to 
determine next steps and notify parents of the event and where to pick up 
children. A bus evacuation drill will be conducted at least once per year. 

 
 

I. Pick-up Personnel: Riders in the fourth grade or below must be met at the 
drop-off location by an authorized individual. If no one is present to meet 
the student, he or she will be returned to the Laboratory Schools and parents 
or guardians will be notified. Students in fifth grade and higher may be 
dismissed from the bus without an adult only if authorization for such 
dismissal is indicated on the Bus Registration Form. Younger siblings of these 
students may accompany them if so authorized on their registration form. 
However, younger siblings authorized to go with older sibling will NOT be 
dismissed unless the older child is present. 

 



J. Monitors: The bus service will include a monitor or monitors on each bus. 
The monitor(s) will keep order on the bus, including, but not limited to: (a) 
directing students to sit in specific seats, (b) separating students from each 
other, (c) taking and retaining any object or material that is, at the 
discretion of the monitor(s), associated with disruptive behavior, and (d) 
returning confiscated property at the end of the ride to the student or the 
student's parent or guardian, depending on the student's age and the 
confiscated item(s). Disregard by students of the monitor’s instructions will 
be grounds for termination of ridership privileges; monitors will report 
behavior issues daily. The bus driver and monitor(s) ensure connection 
between younger children and parents, guardians, or other designated 
caregivers. 

 
K. Adult Riders: Parents, guardians, and designated caregivers may ride 

without charge subject to the availability of seats and the discretion of the 
bus driver and monitor(s). 

 
L. Communication: Complaints, notices, and suggestions regarding the 

Student Bus Service should be directed to Jayne VanderVelde via email or 
phone (773-834-1462). Conversations regarding service suggestions, a 
change in ridership, or complaints with the bus driver or monitor(s) will not 
be considered to have been communicated to the Laboratory Schools. 
Please refrain from such discussions with the bus drivers and/or 
monitor(s), as it may create delays in the scheduled route and/or cause 
misinterpretation of contract policies and procedures. 

 
M. Suspension or Termination: Ridership privileges may be denied or 

revoked at any time and for any period of time at the discretion of the 
Laboratory Schools. Grounds for such action may include, without 
limitation: (a) disruptive student behavior, (b) repeated failure to pick-up a 
student at the scheduled drop-off location, or (c) student failure or refusal 
to fasten or maintain seat belt fastened if so instructed. 

 
N. Damage: Parents or guardians are responsible for payment of all 

costs for damage to a bus caused by a student. 
 

O. Bicycles: Bicycles are not allowed on buses at any time.  
 

P. Food & Drink: No eating or drinking is allowed on the bus with the exception of 
water bottles. 

 
Q. Compliance: Each rider will follow the instructions of the driver and 

monitor(s) and treat them with respect. 
 


