
Speeches and Voting
Class of 2020 speeches: April 30 during open time  in Café Lab 

Class of 2021 speeches: April 30 during lunch in Café Lab

Class of  2022 speeches: May 1 during lunch in Café Lab 

All-school positions speeches: May 3 during lunch in Café Lab 
 
Voting:  Go to sc.ucls.uchicago.edu to vote from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. May 3 

One candidate files for all-school president
Junior Benjamin Cifu served as class president his sophomore and junior years. This interview 
about his qualifications for all-school office was edited for grammar and length.
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Why do you think there’s only 
one candidate in the race?

One reason is that it’s typical-
ly juniors that run for the posi-
tion, and I think over the course 
of last year, I’ve proved to my class 
that I dedicate a lot of time to Stu-
dent Council, and I really care 
about working to make this school 
a good place. I think part of what’s 
reflected in that is no one else re-
ally felt like they wanted to dedi-
cate the time that being all-school 
president requires, or that they 
thought that the value they had 
would be best served in other po-
sitions. A lot of people have great 
ideas about what to do to make 
our grade better, but I think part 
of it is that people felt that they 
could go to me and I would help 
work with them for any all-school 
issues, and that they have confi-
dence that I would be able to ful-
fill the duties of all-school presi-
dent well. I think it sort of just re-
flects that my grade trusts that I’ll 
be able to do a good job. 

What is one substantive 
change you want to implement?

I want to get more student voice 
into decision making. Meeting 
with Mr. Beekmeyer, one thing he 
spoke about which really resonat-
ed with me is that on most deci-
sion-making processes in the high 
school, it’s appropriate for stu-
dents to be informed of what’s 
going on and be involved in it. 

Working to ensure that for cur-
riculum meetings, and for any 
schedule changes, and how we do 
homework and grading. Students 
should be a part of all of those dis-
cussions, and it shouldn’t just be 
the faculty coming to us for com-
ment at the last minute. It should 
be that from the first step, stu-
dents are involved and students 
can try and make a difference. 

Also, making sure there are also 
opportunities where people can 
submit comments, so that stu-
dents who aren’t necessarily in 
leadership positions or don’t have 
time to set aside for these meet-
ings are still able to be informed 
of what’s going on and have their 
voices heard. If we do that, that’s 
how we can make the best deci-

sions at this school. 
We also need a better lost-and-

found system. We have one in 
the Caf, but that needs to be or-
ganized. I’ll also try to get some 
shade on Jackman field for spec-
tators, because if you go to a soc-
cer game, you are in direct sun-
light and it’s not that comfortable. 
If we’re trying to get more people 
to go to sporting events, these are 
some things that could really help.

Many students don’t see eye to 
eye with the administration. Why 
do you think that is?

I think there’s been eroding 
trust between the student body 
and the administration. With the 
exception of Ms. Campos, be-
cause I think she’s the adminis-
trator students seem to interact 
with the most, the administration 
can seem sort of distant. We don’t 
really see them in the halls that 
much, and there aren’t really ma-
ny opportunities to interact. Al-
so, students may feel that the ad-
ministration has goals that ar-
en’t aligned with theirs. I think the 
students have tried to make their 
wishes clear to the administration, 
but more students need to be in-
volved in these conversations. 

What are some examples of 
connections you’ve built between 
the administration and the stu-
dent body?

During All-Schools Council, 

I’ve been meeting with represen-
tatives from all different schools. 
With regards to issues around the 
school, I’ve had a lot of good dis-
cussions with Ms. Ahmed and Mr. 
Krewatch, which have sort of in-
formed my knowledge of what 
other groups think about differ-
ent issues. I’ve talked to a lot of 
teachers about homework, how 
they feel it should be changed, 
and how there’s a lot of variability 
from student to student in terms 
of time spent. For the switch to se-
mesters, I think that was some-
thing that was handled poorly, 
and I think a lot of the people in-
volved in this decision realized 
that in retrospect. Also, surround-
ing Mr. Bobo-Jones’ firing, I talk-
ed with a lot of students to get a 
sense of what everyone thought 
about it. I helped draft the letter 
that Student Council sent to the 
Curriculum Committee suggest-
ing how they could handle it bet-

ter in the future. I try to be very 
friendly with a lot of teachers and 
administrators, and I think that’s 
been a two-way street. 

What role does Student Coun-
cil serve? What effect does it have 
on the student body?

Part of Student Council’s role is 
to put on events, but an all-school 
president should also make sure 
that students are being repre-
sented and have a voice in deci-
sion-making, as well as fight for 
keeping students informed. Stu-
dent Council as a whole needs to 
make sure they’re advocating for 
all students. All Lab students need 
some form of representation, 
need some form of aid, and need 
a trusted adult. Student Council 
can’t solve these issues, but they 
can help by bringing these issues 
to the administration’s attention.

— INTERVIEWED BY AUDREY 
MATZKE

 ALL-SCHOOL VICE PRESIDENT
I bring experience, 

foresight, and a vision 
to the table. I believe 
Student Council must 
play a role in reimag-
ining Lab from an 
academic, competi-
tive place to a more 
holistic, innovative 
place. Having come to 
Lab freshman year, I 
know how unhealthy 
Lab’s culture can be.  Also, I’m well aware of 
the significant changes coming next year: 
I’ve interviewed principal candidates and 
promoted students’ opinions on semesters. 
With your vote, I’ll ensure the transition to 
next year will be as smooth as possible.

Suleyman 
Ahmed

I want to run for 
all-school vice presi-
dent, because I want 
Student Council to 
better represent the 
entire U-High student 
body. Most years, the 
entire executive board 
has only seniors on 
it. As all-school vice 
president, I would be 
able to provide better 
representation and make voices heard for 
all grades in Student Council. In addition to 
representing the student body beyond the 
Senior Class, I also want to better represent 
the students who, are more introverted at 
Lab like me, and direct events and bills with 
them in mind.

Susan 
Huang

I’m running for all-
school vice president to 
give back to the school 
that has given so much 
to me. As an incoming 
freshman, I was new to 
the school and didn’t 
know many people. 
One of the first people 
to come up to me and 
welcome me to Lab was 
the all-school vice pres-
ident of that year, Alex Azar. That friend-
liness has been echoed in every facet of 
the school throughout my past three years 
here. For my senior year, I want to continue 
that family-like connection and be a model 
of the acceptance that was shown towards 
me.

Constantin 
Carrigan

 ALL-SCHOOL TREASURER
If elected, I want to bring updated 

methods to ensure a club can check its 
financial status at any time. While clubs 
are provided with updates now, it is not 
a fluid system, and it can take time for 
a club to figure out how much money 
they have to spend. I want to fix this be-
cause it will make event planning easier 
and allow for clubs to not worry about 
their finances. What sets me apart from 
other candidates is my willingness to 
work with different club leaders one on 
one. In order to do this job effectively, I think constant and 
thorough communication is required, and I will make sure 
to provide the time needed to do this.

Stanley
Shapiro

I am running for all-school treasurer 
because I want to make funding more 
transparent and more accessible to 
clubs. I would like to allocate all clubs a 
base amount of money. Additionally, I 
want to help new club leaders navigate 
their way through the club-funding 
process. As the president of LaunchX 
Club, an entrepreneurship club, I also 
have valuable, hands-on experience 
with finance. I have also served on 
Student Council as freshman class 
president, meaning that I know the ins-and-outs of event 
planning, both on the all-school and class level.

Jeremy
Ng

I was on Student Council in fresh-
man year, and I teach financial literacy 
to middle schoolers, so managing 
money and knowing where to spend it 
is something I am well-versed in. While 
I personally enjoy the all-school and 
grade events, I believe that the current 
funding for them is a major roadblock. 
In my experience, StudCo is general-
ly forced to choose between hiring a 
DJ, providing food, or having a nicer 
venue. Lab’s parent community has the 
resources and willingness to resolve this, and I would love 
to explore those avenues through the position of treasurer.

Sara
Thomas

Rising upperclassmen compete for all-school positions
This student election guide features responses from candidates for schoolwide positions. Students were surveyed on why they are  
running for a position, what their goals are and why they’re the best person for the job. All responses edited for grammar and length.

I am running for 
this position because 
I would love to be a 
vessel for students’ con-
cerns, especially given 
the unpredictability in 
school we’ve experi-
enced this past year. I’m 
excited to play a larger 
role on a school-wide 
level, and I think my 
passion for making a 
difference and building relationships will 
be an asset. I would love to bring up more 
feasible ways for students to voice their 
concerns about classes and curricula. I’ve 
heard that students would like to be more 
involved in their academic learning, and I 
would love to open up that communication 
channel.

Ananya
Asthana 



TUESDAY, APRIL 30, 2019
U-HIGH MIDWAY • UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL, CHICAGO2 • NEWS

 ALL-SCHOOL SECRETARY

Class presidential hopefuls share goals
Why are you running for president?  
What makes you a unique candidate?  
What is your previous experience?

CLASS OF 2020 PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
ODYSSEAS NIKAS:

 I believe that I have realistic ideas that can better benefit the Class of 2020 
and the school as a whole. I was president of the eighth grade, so I have a 
necessary feel of the system. I am always open to my peers’ ideas and have 
relentless motivation to make a change for the better. My personality has 
allowed me to open up to a lot of students in my grade, and through that, I 
can easily learn what they need and speak for them. Though it has been a 
rough year, I believe that my relations with the faculty and administrators are 

above average and I can communicate the students’ needs well with them. 

DONNA TONG: 
I strongly believe in my ability to make change. Although I have minimal 
formal experience as a “leader,” I trust I have the characteristics of a good 
one: open minded, hard working and cooperative. A great leader needs to be 
constantly “conversing” with the people, noticing what they want even when 
they don’t know it themselves, and in order to do that, a leader needs to know 
the people. Over my past seven years here in the Lab Schools community I 
have managed to get to know every corner and every group in the grade. 

CLASS OF 2020 VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
EVE GROBMAN:

I’m running for senior vice president this year because I’ve been a student at 
Lab for a while now and I want to use that experience to help Lab reach its 
incredibly high potential. As my grade goes into the last year of high school, I 
want to do my part to ensure that everyone’s final year at Lab is the best it can 
be. I think Student Council has great power in that regard, and I have ideas 
about how to ensure that vision. I want to bring more transparency and trust 
to Student Council, and while I know there have been efforts to do this in the 

past, I want it to have a closer connection to the body of the grade as a whole.

NIKHIL PATEL: 
I’m running for senior vice president because it’s my class’s last year at Lab, 
and I want to make it the best it possibly can be. I joined the Prom Committee 
and figured another great way to get involved was to run for student govern-
ment. I’m on various leadership positions, like Science Team captain, but 
many of my extracurriculars are out of school. I’ve gained exposure to a lot of 
the activities done at other schools that Lab misses out on. I’ve been exposed 
to many ideas for events that would help bring the grade together.

CLASS OF 2021 PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
OMAR SIDDIQUI:

I am running for Junior Class president because I want to build off of the great 
foundation laid this year and continue the work I started. What separates me 
from other potential candidates is the knowledge I gained from my experi-
ence this past year and my desire to take risks for the students I represent. 
Currently, student voice in decision making is lacking. By increasing adver-
tisement for meetings on topics such as event feedback and grade reports, we 
can have student voice where it is needed most. 

JUNIOR  CULTURAL UNION
Aman Arain
Noor Asad
Destiney Williamson

CLASS OF 2021 VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
ELIZA DOSS:

I’ve always wanted to run for Student Council, and this year I finally decided I 
should. I think the Student Council in our grade has been doing a good job 
and I want to continue that legacy. I feel that I could fill this leadership role. I 
think one thing that sets me apart from the other candidates is my commit-
ment that I have to make our grade have a better experience at Lab. As 
someone who has never been on Student Council, I feel that I have a better 
understanding about how people feel towards the work and decisions that 

have been made from Student Council in previous years.

LOREN POPE: 
 I’m running for junior vice president because I believe that I can actually 
make a difference within our school. I believe that people who are willing to 
put in the work for Student Council, can actually get things done.  The main 
idea I want to bring to Student Council this next year is a different form of 
communication. Schoology has never been the best way of communicating, 
so I would like to propose a text blast system to notify students about events.

CLASS OF 2022 PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
ASHA BAHROOS:

I’m currently running for sophomore president! I am currently freshman 
president, and want to continue what I’ve been working on this year through 
re-election. I primarily wanted to run to address the cafeteria situation. I want 
to work with the food service provider to benefit that. I think that’s also what 
sets me apart, because not many people are focused on that aspect – even 
though it is a pretty big issue. One thing I want to bring to Student Council is 
the importance of food availability for dietary restrictions in the cafeteria.

ANATHEA CARRIGAN: 
I cannot think of a better way to give back to my community than to be a 
representative for my classmates. While not at Lab, I participated in Student 
Council as a treasurer, vice president and president. I was new to Lab this 
year, and I think this provides me a unique experience which would help me 
be an effective member of Student Council. I wish to bring an increasingly 
collaborative nature to Student Council. Lab provides an open environment 
which we often see this manifested through student clubs and their corre-

sponding service efforts. Student Council’s collaboration with other student bodies would 
result in even more success in our impact to our community.

SOPHOMORE CULTURAL UNION
Saul Arnow
Kennedi Bickham
Alp Demirtas
An Ngo

CLASS OF 2022 VICE  PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
ZACHARY GIN:

 I am running for sophomore vice president because I enjoy planning events 
and working as a team with my fellow members to bring fun events to our 
grade and help us build a community outside of academics. I am Freshman 
Cultural Union and I am taking a lot from this  experience. This year, I learned 
a lot about how Student Council operates and the complex planning required 
to create a functioning environment and thriving community at Lab. One 
thing I want to propose is making student spaces, like the cafeteria, have 

more comfortable furniture.

BEN SACHS: 
I am running because I love to make the school better. I served as vice 
president this year and loved the experience. I have worked hard this whole 
year and hope to continue on the progress I have made.  I have served in this 
exact position before and I know what it takes. I am committed and want to 
do better always. Everyone should be able to go to their class leaders and have 
a honest conversation about what is going on. We are here to make our own 
everyday lives better and right now in student council it can feel a bit shel-

tered. I want to be more open for the U-High community.

PETER STERN: 
During my 11 years at Lab, I have bonded with members of my class, and I 
want to do my part to bring our class together, so the memories we create in 
10th grade are the best ones possible. I have experience working as part of a 
team, and I believe that I can use what I have learned to serve the grade as 
part of Student Council. As sophomore vice president, I would produce social 
gatherings that are both accessible and appealing to all students.

I’m running for all-school secretary 
because it’s something I’ve never done 
before and I think I would be good in 
this role. Although I’ve never been in a 
secretary position, I am a very organized 
person who loves planning, and can stay 
calm under pressure. I helped organize 
the U-High girls swimming senior night 
and I kept track of who was bringing dec-
orations or food, who was giving whose 
speeches, what the cost of the event 
was and so much more. I want to help 
Student Council achieve greater stability. I think members 
of Student Council have so much more to worry about than 
keeping track of attendance or documents.

Kaley 
Qin

Gershon 
Stein

CULTURAL UNION PRESIDENT CULTURAL UNION VICE PRESIDENT

I am running to be all-school secretary 
because I want to help promote trans-
parency between Student Council and 
the student body.  Students need to know 
what is happening. When students know 
Student Council plans they can better 
inform officers of what they would like to 
see changed or prioritized. I have exten-
sive experience as a leader, both in school 
and out, serving as president of the Glob-
al Issues Club, past-treasurer of Jewish 
Students’ Association, and on the Teen 
board of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. I 
stand out from other candidates through my activity in the 
Lab community and commitment to transparency.

I am running for all-
school Cultural Union 
President because I love 
Lab and am committed to 
fostering an environment 
of both learning and fun.  
Being at Lab my entire 
life, I have so many mem-
ories that I cherish.  From 
falling in Botany Pond to 
bonfires at the Point, my 

experience at Lab has been the greatest 

rollercoaster of my life.  As a CU Rep for the 
past three years, I’ve had so many opportu-
nities to create events and make change in 
our school, and I hope to continue this as 
all-school CU president.

I think I would really like to make 
Labstock a larger event, especially with 
our change from quarters to semesters.  
Labstock is a really nice, relaxing way to 
culminate the year, so making sure partic-
ipation and attendance is high and people 
are having fun is super important!

I am running for all-
school Cultural Union 
vice president because 
after spending this past 
year on the Junior Student 
Council, I learned a lot 
and thoroughly enjoyed 
helping make the Lab 
community come togeth-
er and make them feel 
like their voices are being 

heard. Because of this rewarding year, I 

want to run for an all-school position based 
on my prior experience and devotion to 
the community aspect of Lab – and I look 
forward to getting even more involved in 
hearing directly from students and seeing 
what I can do to realize their wishes.

I want to use this position to help sup-
port and unite the social culture at U-High, 
and emphasize the importance our peers 
have on our education and high school ex-
perience by creating the opportunities for 
us to come together as a student body. 

Ava
Kucera

Kepler
Boonstra

I’m running because for all-school 
secretary because I would contribute to 
making our school better than it already 
is. I can do this through my skills of or-
ganization and precision. I’ve served five 
years in Student Council at my old school 
and believe that I can use those skills for 
being the secretary. I want to encourage 
more kids to be involved with our great 
community whether that is by improving 
our special events such as the dances or 
making sure that all voices are heard.

Marcus 
Chang

SENIOR CULTURAL UNION
Nick Beach
Sejal Prachand

Eleanor Skish
Paul Staley
Emily Zhang


