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Poisonous comedy
makes Fall Play
dangerously funny

By Andy Zheng
Associate editor

urder and insanity accompany
a family’s bizarre experience
as this year’s Fall Production
of “Arsenic and Old Lace” takes the
audience to a surreal 1940s Brooklyn.

Writtenin 1939 by American playwright
Joseph Kesselring,
“Arsenic” ran for
1,444 performances
after its 1941 debut.
Frank Capra’s famous
film adaptation was
held back three years
because of the long
Broadway run.

PREVIOUSLY
PRESENTED at U-High in 1967 and

1998, “Arsenic” will be performed 7:30
p-m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday in
Belfield Theater.

Tickets are available for $10 at a booth
in the High School Lobby.

“Arsenic and Old Lace’ is one of my
ali-time favorites,” said Drama Teacher
Liucija Ambrosini. “I like to have a

really good variety of
scripts people work
on, and we go through
a lot of different time
periods.

“I'T"S A CLASSIC
American set piece

Jolisha

come d y , an d we
Endesha haven.’t done thatin a
long time.

“It’s got wonderful characters. Every
part in it is a defined character. There
aren’t any that just walk on stage and
then leave.”

The quirky characters and sharp
plot twists make “Arsenic” timeless,
according to Jolisha Johnson, student
director with Endesha Logan, both
sophomores.

“] LOVE THE characters,” Jolisha

said. “The sweetest
characters are the ones
that have the darkest
secrets.

“They’re all crazy,
and they have these
spontaneous, out of
nowhere moments.

“Within the plot,
there are all these huge
contrasts. When you first
watch the show you think
you have it all figured
out, but all these secrets
start coming out.

“IT’S THE KIND of
play where even to the
last five minutes, there
are still surprises, and
you feel like you don’t
want the play to end.”

Many of the characters
in the play are based on
famous personalities of
the time.

—Kaitlyn Chang, senior

“Don’t you want to see old ladies killing people?”

(one of those old ladies in the Fall Production)

Photo by Taylor Crowl

“MORTIMER, NOT THAT!” Martha Brewster (Kaitlyn Chang) wams her nephew Mortimer (James
Krull} in the Fall Production, “Arsenic and Old Lace.” Martha and her sister Abby have a little
secret which involves the contents of Mortimer’s cup. A hit play and then film in the early 1940s
(and ever since), the comedy opens Thursday.

Playing drama critic
Mortimer Brewster, Senior James
Krull points out the interplay between
characters generates the humor in
“Arsenic.”

“THE PLAY is really about watching
Mortimer as ridiculous things happen
to him,” James said.

“He’s a conservative, biting New
Yorker, but his family is just completely
insane, and throughout the play he just
deteriorates as more characters are
introduced.

“He takes himself very seriously, but
nothing serious ever happens. It’s hard
to play a serious characer in a comedy,
but that’s also what makes it funny.

“The family dynamic in the play is
really interesting. Mortimer’s whole
family is crazy. He says that when the
Indians were scalping the settlers from
the Mayflower, his grandfather was
scalping the Indians.

“HE’S CRAZY TOO, but he just
doesn’t know it.”

“Arsenic’s” set challenged the designers
to work imaginatively within clear
constraints, according to Technical
Director Allen Ambrosini.

“The play is a frenetic comedy, and the
mood is just kind of craziness within a
very confined situation,” he said.

“THE DEMANDS of the play are
pretty specific; it takes place in the
interior of a house with two levels.

“We have to be creative within the
restrictions and work with the style,
manifest the way the house feels to the
audience.

“We try to have characteristics that
you wouldn’t normally see with houses
from the period, and there’ll be some
surprises.

“THE LIGHTS and sound will be in
concert with what happens on stage; it

has to underline the twists and turns,
and this play has a lot of twists and
turns.”

Cast members not already named, by
role, are as follows:

Abby Brewster, Kaitlyn Chang; The
Reverend Harper, Santoma Iafeta; Teddy
Brewster, McTavish McArdle; Officer
Brophy, Dylan Lambert-Gillian; Officer
Klein, Giorgi Plys-Garzotto; Martha
Brewster, Sara Posner; Elaine Harper,
Gloria Zingales: Mr. Gibbs, Jake Newell;
Jonathan Brewster, Nick Elitzik; Dr. Einstein,
Joe Martin; Officer O’'Hara, Adam Kelsich;
Lieutenant Reoney, Sydney Fishmom; Mr.
Witherspoon, Aneesh Gupta.

Crew heads are as follows:

Preps, Aaron Lichter; lights, Isaac Nicholas;
sound, Jamell Brown,; set, Charlotte Lastra;
makeup, Sydney Fishmam, Endesha Logam
ond Homnah Herbst; house, James Krull;
publicity, Maddie Lindsay.

Spirit Week brings out' wacky fun, fashions

U-HIGHERS SHAMELESSLY showed off quirky
fashion senses during Spirit Week preceding
Homecoming September 28-October 2 by dress-
ing as characters Monday, in wacky clothing Tues-
day, as twins Wednesday, in togas and retro garb
Thursday, and boasting their class color Friday.
A pie-eating contest Wednesday was won by the
only student-teacher entered.

Student Council and Cultural Union sponsored
the fun-filled week.

AS TWINS OR TRIPLETS (photos from left), U-
Highers donned identical garb September 28 for

Twin Day, the hallways and cafeteria as Cubs fans,
Brian Urlachers, nerds, and their duplicates. Ju-
niors Aalap Herur-Raman, Julian DuBuclet and
Austin Morris were three-fourths of U-High’s men
in black entourage.

TAKING THE CAKE (or rather, pie), Junior Henry
Bergman and Science Teacher Daniel Calleri-in
the background-defeated three other pie-eating
pairs, one from each grade level. In the foreground,
Freshman Catherine Zhou feeds her partner Ellen
Ma. The other competing teams were Seniors Betti-
na Wiesenthal and Gabby Lubin and Sophocmores

Photos by Jackie Robertson

Hannah Herbst and Catherine Yunis. The apple pie
came from Costco; winners got bragging rights.
WACKY AND TACKY U-Highers sported their
most outrageous outfits September 28, dressing in
neon hues, clashing colors and, worst of all, differ-
ent styles of plaid in the same outfit. Senior Mark
Woerner’s threads (in photo) were among several
get-ups that drew attention during the day. U-High-
erdents put on equally outlandish clothing Decade
Day September 30, when outfits took a particular

" decade’s characteristics, from the 600s B.C.E. to

2000s C.E.



“This puts us in the best imaginable position to instill a sense

of environmental stewardship in our students through hands-on projects of the
sort that has already seen a class of 7th graders calculate the total greenhouse
gasses emitted by automobiles idling along 59th Street, after school,

on a January day, 11,000 pounds.”
~Mr. Scott Griffin, facilities coordinator
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Recycling big time, school joins Green effort

By Mitchell Stern
Associate editor

Planning to recycle 500 pounds of school

catalogs, magazines and other subscriptions,

Facilities Coordinator Scott Griffin and
five faculty members are leading the charge for a
greener Lab School.

The recycling of junk mail represents the school’s
first environmental project with the Green Schools
Alliance, an organization promoting public, private
and independent schools from elementary school
to college to take action on climate change and the
environment. The program began as a White House
initiative, and 1,700 schools in 36 states and five
countries are involved, according to their website.

In coordination with the program, the school will
participate in the Green Cup Challenge, January
26-February 22, which challenges participating
schools across the globe to lower their electrical

meters as much as possible.

As part of the challenge, financial analysts measure
the electrical meters weekly for the duration of the
challenge, Mr. Griffin said.

According to Lab Schools Director David Magill,
who asked Mr. Griffin to organize the recycling
project, the timing seemed right for the school to
join the Green Schools Alliance.

“I got a letter from the Green Schools Alliance over
a year ago,” Mr. Magill said.

“It was a time when the school was looking at new
construction, the prices of oil and gasoline were
high, sustainability efforts were going through the
roof, the organization didn’t cost anything, members
of the faculty were interested in it and it was the
right thing to do.”

A dozen U-Highers are involved with the program
so far, but every student can be more conservative
of resources by turning off lights when classrooms
are empty, Mr. Griffin said.

“Every Thursday during double lunch, every class
is empty, but lights are still left on,” Mr. Griffin
said. “There are stickers by the light switches to
remind people to turn off the lights, but people
don’t do this.

“Nearly $600,000 was spent to send steam to all of
the school buildings 2007-2008. Obviously, the heat
can’t be turned off when it is cold. So, I'd like to see
the school start taking initiative to turning off the
lights when they aren’t needed. Also, computers can
be turned off when they are not in use.”

Starting this quarter, students can work with
the Green Schools Alliance for community service
credit, Community Learning Director Luis Pascasio
said.

“There are bins of school mail in some parts of the
building and, as community service, students do the
physical gathering of junk mail,” Mr. Pascasio said.
“They also call up or e-mail the mail suppliers to
stop them from sending more unwanted mail.”

Brief-ly

Arabian Nights replaces Halloween
as theme for Bizaarnival celebration

Arabian Nights will replace Hal-
loween as the theme of Bizaarnival,
noon-4 p.m., Saturday, October 31 in
Sunny Gym.

Revived in 2005 as an alternative to
trick-or-treating and other traditional
Halloween activities, it replaced a
spring carnival-themed event that took
place from the 1940s to 1960s.

Selling Affy Tapples, chocolate-covered
pretzels, popcorn, and candy during
the school day, the 15 Bizaarnival
Committee student members were
supported by Faculty Sponser Marianne
Zemil and husband, Parent’s Association
Liason Evan Zemil, to fund decorations,
refreshments, and supplies for the
event.

“We will also have booths where the
children can make trick-or-treating
goody bags and have their faces painted,”
said Bizaarnival Committee President
Lilly Rosner, senior. “The Lower School
librarians will tell stories from ‘One
Thousand and One Nights.”

B DEBATE HONORED-Heading
into their fourth tournament, debat-
ers will compete at the University of
Michigan National Tournament No-
vember 6-8 in Ann Arbor. Homewood
Flossmoor, November 11-13, and Glen-
brook, November 21-22, will follow.

National Forensics League chose the
national debate topic: whether the
United States Federal Government
should increase social services for
persons living in poverty in the United
States.

“We have to do a lot of research so that
we are prepared to defend either side of
the topic,” said Captain Jennifer Glick,
senior. “Although the team got off to a
rocky start, we've reworked many of
our arguments and expect to have a
good season. We have a lot of promising
novices.”

In their second tournament at Morgan
Park Academy in Beverly, debaters
Jennifer and Sophomore Charlie
Rafkin won all five rounds, qualifying
for quarterfinals. Sophomores Joyce
Harduvel and Jacob Rosenbacher
won four of five rounds, qualifying for
semifinals, and Sophomore Spencer
Lee and Freshman Conrad Harron
placed among the top 10 novice teams.
Teams of Charlie and Jacob, and of
Joyce and Sophomore Alex Ford both
won three of six rounds at their most
recent tournament at New Trier in
Winnetka.

B BLOOD DRIVE-Trying to improve
on the 37 pints of U-High blood donations

during last year’s event, Student Council
and the American Red Cross put on the
first blood drive of the year, 9 a.m. to 2
p-m., yesterday, in the dance studio.

To have participated, students must
weigh more than 110 pounds and be
older than 16 according to Blood Drive
Student Coordinator Kaia Tammen,
senior, vice-president of Student
Council.

“We're going to try to have two blood
drives this year. Usually they’re held
between sport seasons so more athletes
can donate too” Kaia said. “Hopefully,
we'll collect more than last year though
we got a lot then, too.”

B FINDING NEW RIVALS Seeking
to avenge losses last year to New York
high schools Dalton and Horace Mann,
24 Model U.N. delegates will compete
at Rutgers University for the first time,
November 12-15 in New Brunswick,
New Jersey.

Representing South Africa at
Rutgers, their second of five
conferences, U-Highers will discuss
issues like freedom of expression at
the international level and human
rights in the fight against terrorism.
* At their first conference at Georgia
Tech, October 4-6 in Atlanta, 22
delegates, including eight newcomers,
represented New Zealand and Columbia.

“T'wo years ago, we tried West Coast
conferences and the style was too
different,” Jonah said. “We really
chose Georgia Tech so we could face
Port Charlotte High School of Florida,
a team that won Best Small School
at the Harvard conference last year.”

B COMMENDED-With high
standardized test scores, but not
quite high enough to qualify for
semifinals in the National Merit
Scholarship competition, 15
seniors have earned prestigious
Commended standing in the program.

Two seniors in the associated
National Achievement Scholarship
program for outstanding African-
American students also received
commendations, though under a
new name, “Outstanding Students.”

The seniors are as follows:

MERIT—-Amelia Acosta, Lucille Benoit, Jonah
Breslau, Calder Coalson, Alex Fryer, Sherry Fu,
Loren Kole, Eugene Lee, Daniel Levine, Aczon
Lichter, Alma Schrage, Amy Solomon, Madeline

Stecy, Marissa Suchyta, Andrew Sylora.
ACHIEVEMENT—Kicra Davis, JR Mcahung.
(Editor’s note: In its September 29

issue the Midway reported 27 seniors

were National Merit Semifinalists. The

correct number is 22.)

Photo by Loren Kole

EVERYTHING BUT THE ROOSTER CROWING

TWO TO THREE DOZEN faculty members and students have been buying breakfast
in the cafeteria daily since the start of the year according to Director Rachel Kovich.
After U-Highers requested hot breakfast last year, Ms. Kovich debuted the new
service as an experiment the last three weeks of school and now it’s here to stay.
“Students like the convenience and variety of our good quality food,” Ms. Kovich
explained. “It is much better than the bowl of cereal most students get at home. Now
they have an easy way to start their day with a healthy, well-rounded meal.”
The new menu offers eggs, pancakes, waffles, sausages, bacon and a made-to-
order omelet bar.
“With an increase in students, we can expand to more speciaity breakfast items,
like blintzes and crepes,” Ms. Kovich said. 'Breakfast is the most important meal of
the day.”

It isn’t paradise, ,
but it’s close

TAKE A BREAK from your tedious history textbook
and go read for pleasure. Only a block away from
U-High, 57th Street Books is a quiet and calm place
to read and relax. With genres ranging from mystery to
English literature, our books have got you covered.

1301 East 57th Street
||
(773) 684-1300

Monday-Sunday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
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“It was the most wonderful experience as a photographer
I have ever had.” - Ms. Liese Ricketts

Fenger murder ups concern on violence

By Bill Stueben
Associate editor

pening the nation’s eyes to a
Ocity’s war, the video of Fenger

High School honor student
Derrion Albert being murdered
September 24, outside a community
center, put a vicious face on Chicago’s
teen violence.

The videotape prompted President
Barack Obama to send two cabinet
members, Attorney General Eric
Holder and Education Secretary Arne
Duncan, to town October 6. Calling the
video a “wake-up call” for the country,
they pledged federal support to combat
the violence and promised a $500,000
grant to Fenger for counselors and
other programs.

Mr. Duncan was Chicago Public
Schools CEO from 2001 to 2008. He is
a 1982 U-High graduate.

TWO GANGS, from Ville and Altgeld
Gardens neighborhoods, have been
fighting for decades according to area

residents. After the
conversion of Carver
High School, in Atgeld
Gardens, to a military
academy in 2004,
most students were
transferred to Fenger.

The shift has turned

Ms. Foster  theareaaround Fenger
into a war-zone. Anticipating chases by
robbers or attackers, students don’t
wear back-packs and never walk alone,
according to a story in the Chicago
Tribune. Atgeld Gardens students e.
Derrion Albert took his last steps along
this route.

BEFORE THE 2006 school year,
an average of 10 to 15 Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) students were fatally
shot each year. That soared to 24
deadly shootings in the 2006-07 school
year, 23 deaths and 211 shootings in
the 2007-08 school year and 34 deaths
and 290 shootings last school year.

The demolition of large housing
projects like Robert Taylor Homes has
resulted in increased gang violence in
certain neighborhoods according to
History Teacher Charles Branham,
well-known Chicago historian.

“The more recently publicized beating
death was a result of a student having
to cross over gang turfto get to school,”
Mr. Branham explained. “A lot of these
kids are members of broken families
with no extended family for guidance.
They don’t have any types of after-
school activities or church groups to
show them the right way. Some of
them have sports, but that’s clearly
not enough.”

INVOLVING THEIR role models

should be a key part of Chicago’s battle
against gang member’s influence Mr.
Branham believes.

“I want to see Oprah, MJ, Obama
and Jay-Z to take a stand against
these gangs,” Mr. Branham said. “We
need to call them out and bring them
into the lime light. Let’s use their pop
culture to our advantage. I don’t hear
any songs or ballads about the honor
roll students that are getting killed out
there. When are they going to step up
and save these kids. All hands on deck
for this one.”

If the government controlled gangs’
accessibility to guns, the streets would
be much less dangerous, Mr. Branham
added.

“IF WE could convince the Supreme
Court to decide raising taxes on bullets
doesn’t violate the second amendment,
the price of bullets could be raised to
$30 for everything except rifles, and
that would make a huge difference.
I was in ROTC, I know how to shoot
a gun, these kids don’t. They miss 90
percent of the time and half the time
it hits an innocent little girl.”

While devastated by Albert’s murder,
Chicago Sun-Times columnist Stella
Foster, who has receives hundreds
of email responses to her comments
concerning Chicago gang violence,
said the videotape of the crime was a
blessing. Ms. Foster was interviewed
twice by phone earlier this month.

“This is not a new problem,” Ms.
Foster said. “The difference here is
that there’s a face on it. Unlike the
many who have died from teen violence
in Chicago, Derrion’s death will not
be in vain. “It’s not that the media
doesn’t cover all of the crimes. It’s that
people read the stories and decide that
it’s yesterday’s news so they can’t do
anything about it. They might think it’s
just blacks killing blacks but it’s going
to spill over into other neighborhoods
eventually.”

RATHER THAN *focusing on what
went wrong in the first place, Chicago
leadership should work on protecting
students in danger first, Ms. Foster
believes.

“Teen violence in Chicago is like a
lion. Now that it’s out of the cage,
the only thing we should be thinking
about is how to prevent it from eating
everyone,” Ms. Foster explained.

“We shouldn’t be worrying about
whether there was a funky lock on
the cage or if someone left the door
open. How are kids supposed to focus
on their studies when they don’t know
if they're going to make it home every
day? A lot of them have to join gangs
to survive. We need to protect the good
ones, like Derrion, and make kids feel

OGUE
LEANERS

Dry Cleaning & Shirts Laundry Service
Expert Alteration & Tailoring

Plant on premises. Hyde Park’s first
and only organic dry cleaners.

1442 East 57th Street B (773) 363-3605

Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

safer without the protection of a gang.
If that means bringing in the National
Guard, so be it.”

CHICAGO PUBLIC Schools CEO Ron
Huberman is leading an antiviolence
campaign, funded by government
stimulus money, to roll back zero
tolerance policies put into place in the
1990s. His plan involves a system of
determining the students most at risk,
both as victims and as perpetrators
he said in an interview on channel II's
“Chicago Tonight” October 1.

Though encouraged by Mr. Huberman’s
initiative, Ms. Foster worries that the
plan and funding may not be put to
good use.

“The only thing that scares me about
dropping millions of dollars into a bad
situation, is to make sure we know
where it goes,” Ms. Foster explained.
“We have to use common sense to
make sure the money goes for an end
result that was better than what we
had before and doesn’t wind up lost in
the politics.”

OFFERING POSSIBLE solutions
to the violence, Ms. Foster argues
that CPS can reach students most if it
involves their parents in the effort.

“There should be town hall meetings
that only the parents are invited to.
They would have name tags and be

introduced to each other. This would
put a faces on the names of the bullies
kids come home and complain about
to parents before they’re on the news.
That way, parents have a chance
at stopping their kids before it’s too
late.”

More law enforcement presence would
make the quickest difference, Ms.
Foster said.

“THERE aren’t enough cops in those
areas and they don’t have enough
power,” she explained. “If every cop
had the power to stop a car with
kids keeping their heads beneath the
windows, they’d stop a lot of drive-
bys.

“As long as there are cameras in the
squad cars, there shouldn’t be abuse of
it. If they accidentally stop a car with
university students, I would assume
they’d find books and not guns. Not
many kids would have the guts to
attack someone if they know theyre
going to be caught by the police.

“The cops patrolling the areas need to
have psychological evaluations as well
to make sure they aren’t disinterested.
It’s not even across racial lines. There
are veteran black cops who have been
through so much violence, they feel
like they can’t change a thing if they
intervened.”

Courtesy of Ms. Liese Rickett

HANDS CLASPED solemnly, these three Peruvians complied with Ms. Liese
Ricketts’ request to sit and have their photo taken in Lima with the phrase “E!
Paraiso de mis Suefios” (the paradise of my dreams) on the backdrop.

To photograph, teacher returns home

By Christian Castafieda
Associate editor

Using backdrops made from sheets
of colored fabric emblazoned with
Spanish phrases, Photography
Teacher Liese Ricketts captured
people in her native Peru on a park
bench for a photo project she titled
“The Magic Bench.”

When she took photos last July, Ms.
Ricketts tried to figure out how she
could be “una fotografa ambulante”
or an itinerant photographer.

Using phrases such as “Majia e
Ilusion” in her photos backdrop, she
felt “might create a space with magic
and illusion and, simultaneously,
create neither.”

Ms. Ricketts set up the photos every
day on the same bench.

“I approached people who would
walk by and I would explain what the
project is, then I would say would you
like to participate and have a seat,”
explained Ms. Ricketts.

“I started with this project this

last summer. It’s ongoing although
I am going to be doing another
project in Peru next year, working
with a museum in another part of
the country and doing an exhibit
there.”

Once her subjects were photographed,
Ms. Ricketts had them sign a book
where she kept all her photos as well
as model release forms. She would
later give them a copy of their photo
after she developed the roll.

Ms. Ricketts said the project gave
her the opportunity to relive her
years in Peru. She plans to exhibit
the photos anywhere she is invited
to.

“This experience in Lima was special
because I've lived in Lima before for
13 years,” Ms. Ricketts said. “My
children were born there, my family,
I’'m Peruvian so it was an all around
great experience because I connected
with the Latin side of me.

“I've always wanted to be an
itinerant photographer and I finally
did it.”
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