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Faculty sees 
sports report 
problem areas 
By Russell Kohn 
Political editor 

Worried because they believe the 
Lab Schools Board Subcomittee on 
Athletics report ranks sports as 
important as academics, the faculty 
passed on its concerns to the Board 
last week. 

The faculty also expressed concern 
that its only representatives on the 
committee had been its principal and 
the athletic director. 

The recent report made several 
recommendations, including the 
following: 
• The Athletic Director be changed to an 
administrative position for the purposes of 
hiring and evaluations. 
• Each sport should have a head coach who 
would have authority over the teams of that 
sport throughout the schools . 
• Coaches J::e hired based on merit rather than 
giving faculty priority for coaching positions. 
• Coaches' performance be evaluated. 

The report also addressed issues 
including faculty members supporting 
sports by showing up at games. 

Faculty members also told the 
Midway they are concerned the sports 
program may become based on 
competitive superiority in teams win
ning rather than the experience team 
sports offer in skill and character. 
They also expressed concern with the 

report's recommendation that the 
athletic director report directly to the 
director. 

That, they said, would mean 
principals had no direct role in 
supervising the athletics program. 

Five seniors get 
scholarship grants 
Three seniors have received schol

arships in the National Merit 
program and 2 others in the 
associated National Achievement 
program for outstanding African 
American students. 
Two seniors, Steve Ak.uahmoah and 

Ariel Anderson, received one-time 
$2,500 scholarships sponsored by the 
National Merit Scholarship Cor
poration. Chris Amos received a 
$1,500 award, renewable up to 3 
more years, sponsored by Motorola. 

In the Achievement program, 
Ashley Rayner received a one-time 
$2,500 award sponsored by the 
National Merit Scholarship Cor
poration and Claire Stewart 
received a similar grant from Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority. 

Field trips frustrating f acuity 
II Trips cut into 

class attendance 
By Benjamin Zimmer 
Associate editor 

For many years, the faculty 
has been steaming about 
students missing too many 

classes for field trips and other out
of-class activities. But it finally 
looks like the steam may be about 
to explode. 

Fed up with frequent absences 
and the current field trip procedure 
passed last spring for this year 
limiting teachers to requesting 1 
excused absence a class a quarter, 
faculty members say they have had 
enough. 
Although the field trip policy has 

been enforced, it does not cover out
of-class activities such as Model 
U.N. conferences and academic 
contests, according to Academic 
Dean Cathy Feldman. The faculty 
Curriculum Committee is 
discussing how to revise the policy 
to incorporate those activities. 

"Recently, students have been 
missing a lot of class because of 
activities that are not covered by the field trip policy, 
and that has really disrupted some classes," Mrs. 
Feldman told the Midway. "For instance, in February 
there were 2 Model U.N. trips that went out the same 
week, and so many students were gone those days a lot 
of teachers told me it was difficult for them to push 
ahead with their curriculums. 
"One suggestion to improve the current policy has been 

to have all field trips go out the last few days of the 
quarter, or some variation of that. Bl,!.t this is just an 
idea; we are still in the very early stages of planning 
the new policy." 

Fed up with students' absences, many teachers, 
including Math Department Chairperson Rosa 
McCullagh, say students need to be in class to 
participate in activities they can't do at home. 
"In my AP. Statistics class, many of the topics we work 

on require in-class development," Mrs. McCullagh 
explained. "For instance, we do work on laptops with 2 
software packages and if students an absent, they really 
don't get the practice. 
"When students are absent they don't understand the 

material and they come to me for help outside class. Of 
course, students are going to be absent sometimes, but 
I kept data on attendance in my Statistics class from 
October 30 to February 13, and during that time I had 
students absent 78 percent of the days. I can't simply 
ignore it when my students don't understand the 
material, so with all these absences I have to repeat 
almost every class, and that is frustrating." 
Though many teachers say students can't afford to miss 

classes, others say a quality high school education 

Art by Josh Joseph 
requires hands-on learning outside the classroom in 
addition to class time. Despite field trips' incon
veniences, those teachers say, they help students learn. 
"When students see something they are learning about 

first hand, it stimulates their imagination about the 
subject and that causes them to seek more knowledge 
about it in class," said history teacher Susan Shapiro. 

"For instance, on January 10 we took the Modern 
World History classes to see the exhibit on time at the 
Museum of Science and Industry, which had just about 
every time piece you could imagine, from Roman 
sundials to atomic clocks. When we got back to class, 
all the students asked tons of questions about what they 
had seen, and that led to a discussion where students 
were really passionate about the topic. 
"Now I could lecture about the evolution of clocks until 

the cows came home, but there is no way students would 
have become nearly as invested and passionate about 
the topic if they had not seen the material first hand, 
and because of that, they wouldn't have learned nearly 
as much. From museums to music to theater, we live in 
one of the most culturally rich cities in the world, and it 
would be a travesty not to take advantage of that. The 
notion that zipping through a curriculum is the be-all 
and end-all of education is absurd." 
And students can learn things from field trips that can't 

be taught in class, some teachers say. 
"About a year ago, we had the incredibly rare 

opportunity to attend a Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
rehearsal and open question session with Daniel 

(continued on page 4) 

Science winner hopes to publish 
• Senior gets award on whirlwind trip to Washington, D.C. 
By Kristen Koenig 
Midway reporter 

Planning to continue his research on 
polymers, long molecules composed of 
identical segments, senior Beckett Sterner 
is preparing to publish his research after 
receiving 7th place in the Intel Science Talent 
Search March 6-11 in Washington D.C. 

Beckett's research, titled "Probability 
Distribution of the Density Self-Avoiding 
Walks," addresses how much space a polymer 
occupies. He has researched for half a year 
with an adviser, Dr. Haim Diamant, at the 
James Frank Institute at the U. of C. 

"I didn't have time to fix it because the 
deadline was so close. I plan on rewriting my 
project with this new method and plan to 
publish my research. I hope that my 
calculations will help an experimental 
physicist do his or her research more easily 
and precisely." 

Photo courtesy of Beckett Sterner 
Discovering a different method of cal

culating his findings for his paper 4 days 
before the contest deadline, Beckett decided 
to continue his research after the compe
tition. 

During the trip for final judging in 
Washington, D.C., Beckett met President 
George W. Bush, who addressed the finalists 
at the White House. Among other people 
Beckett met were Illinois senators Dick 
Durbin and Peter Fitzgerald. Beckett was 
also given the opportunity to request to meet 
with prominent scientists and visited 
University of Maryland to do so. 

AFTER DAYS OF presentations and interviews, Beckett Sterner is 
pulled aside for another interview by the press department of Intel, 
sponsor of the Science Talent Search. With other winners, Beckett 
was attending the closing awards banquet, an invitation-only black 
tie event. Hot everyone went black-tie, though. 

"I realized there was a more accurate way 
to measure the polymers." Beckett explained. 

Finalists presented their projects March 9-
10 at the National Academy of the Sciences 
(NAS) in 3-hour sessions. The public was able 
to view the projects and ask questions 

( continued on page 4) 
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Parents sponsor 
speaker about 
substance abuse 

Clinical pyschologist Dr. John E. 
Mayer will speak on information and 
strategies teenagers and their parents 
need to know to confront the realities 
of drug and alcohol abuse in a program 
sponsored by the High School Council 
of the Parents' Association 7:30 p.m., 
this Thursday, April 11, in Judd 126. 

Families from the High School and 
the 8th grade in the Middle School are 
invited to the program, titled "Teenage 
Substance Abuse: What Families 
Need to Know." 
A well-known school consultant, Dr. 

Mayo has practiced in Chicago for 
more than 20 years. He is a specialist 
in teenage care . 

He publishes an award-winning 
family newsletter, "Dr. Mayo's Memo ." 

High School Council chairpersons 
are Ms. Kathleen Rummel, Ms. 
Patricia Brady and Ms . Joan Epstein. 

Annual benefit to spotlighiobyirt 
II Foundry provides 

'Connections' scene 
By Jordann Zachary 
Associate editor 

Original art by students, faculty, 
parents and professional 
artists will be auctioned off at 

the Parents' Association's annual 
"Connections" benefit . 

Emceed by channel 7 anchor Linda 
Yu, the dinner-dance auction will take 
place 6 p.m .-midnight, Saturday, April 
20 at A. Finkl & Sons, a steel for ·n 

foundry at 2011 North Southport _., 
Avenue. Tickets cost $150 and can be · 
purchased from the Alumni 
Development Office. 

Proceeds for the 2nd consecutive ye
ar will support science lab renovation . 

Faculty members have been invited 
as guests of the Parents' Association. 
So far, about 450 people are expected, 
according to Ms. Terrie Neiman, 
cochairperson with Ms . Leslie 
Africano. Both are Middle School 
parents. 

Seventeen distinguished University 

lT'S IACW! 
Sven the best 
students are subject 
to stress and even a 
genius can suffer its: 
harmful affects on 
grad.es. If stress, 
uncontrollable 
pressure and inability 
to focus is a problem 
for you., look no 
further. Head over to 
the ID.EAL Leaming 
Center, where you can 
get comprehensive 
advice from one of the 
many facilitators that 
are ready to help. 
Don't let stress take 
over. Instead_ go to 
the ID.EAL. Leaming 
Center. 

AFTER a great two semesters of 
school, Stress (port rayed by Jack 
Miner) has taken over Andy Beatus' 
life. He doesn't know what to do! 

Photos by Tess Lantos 
ATTEMPTING to solve the problem 
himself by getting a student tutor, 
fellow freshman Ben Hanessian, 
And rew i s still not focused. Silly 
Andrew, he should have just gone to 
I.D.E.A.L Learning Center to get 
professional help. 

Ll!ARNINQ CENTER 

1241 West Early Street 
(773) 334-4600 

faculty members will participate, with 
seating with them available for special 
benefactors. 

Music will be provided by society 
band the Larry King Orchestra and 
several student grou ps. The Jazz Band 
will perform with seniors Marisa 
Davis and Lisa Jacobson as vocalists. 
The Middle School Jazz Band, the 
Concert Choir, and High School 
Allegro Ensemble will also play. 

Illustrating the theme of "The Uni
verse," the foundry will be adorned 
with 12 glowing spheres and stars . 

"We aren't trying to transform the 
foundry," Mrs. Neiman said . "To 
match the theme, we wanted some
thing edgy but elegant. The foundry 
is edgy , but the music and 4 course 
meal are elegant." 

Most of the art being auctioned is 
being made as part of a "Create-A
C an va s" project with artists or 
sponsors purchasing the canvases for 
$150 to prepare for the auction. 

Photographs of the canvases , taken 
by senior Betsy Kalven, can be viewed 
online on the Lab Schools webpage. 

Juniors to head 
for class retreat 
Leaving next week for a class retreat, 

Wednesday-Friday, April 17-19, jun
iors will travel to Resurrection Center 
in far northwest suburban Woodstock. 

Most of the retreat will consist of 
group-bonding activities led by Center 
staff, however, juniors will have an 
hour or two a day to socialize and relax 
with friends or play sports, according 
to Dean of Students Larry McFarlane. 

Juniors, 2 to a room, will stay in 
dormitories, Mr. McFarlane said. 

Apology 
One of the U-Highers pictured in the 

Midway's March 5 feature on the 
Semiformal Dance said the photo 
published of her proved embarrassing. She 
said she had told one of the Midway's 
associate editors of concern about photos 
taken of her at the dance. 

"That editor didn't pass the message on 
to the edi tors-in -chief," said Midway 
Adviser Wayne Brasler. "No one working 
on the page saw anything inappropriate 
about the photo. But had they known of 
this young lady's concern, they would have 
set any photos of her aside and riot 
published them as there were many more 
photos from which to choose. 

"This shows the importance of every 
member of a school newspaper staff being 
concerned not only with gathering the 
news and reporting it accurately, but com
municating potential problems and being 
concerned with people's feelings, too." 

U-HIGH MIDWAY 

Student Council starts 
course guide book surveying 
A survey for Student Council's plan

ned student-written course guidebook 
is being distributed in advisories this 
week. 
Approved by the faculty at its March 

5 meeting, the project will be led by 
S.C. President Chris Amos, senior, and 
Sophomore Class President Alexis 
Maule . 

This summer, Chris said, a co
mmittee ofS.C. members will compile 
student comments from the survey for 
the guidebook, scheduled to be given 
to freshmen, sophomores and juniors 
for 2003-04 registration . 

To ensure the book's content meets 
legal requirements, the Council asked 
journalism teacher Wayne Brasler to 
advise the publication. 
U-Highers are invited to comment on 

workload, amount of discussion, work 
difficulty and outside costs in classes 
they have taken, Chris explained. 
Also at the March 5 faculty meeting, 

in a heated discussion, many teachers 
expressed doubt over the practicality 
of extending May Project . 

Academic Dean Cathy Feldman 
decided the school wouldn't further 
pursue the idea now. The school had 
considered having consultants from 
Wise Individualized Senior Exper
ience (WISE) return to advise on the 
program. 

Council cancels ISL dance, 
no space available 
An Independent School League (ISL) 
dance sponsored by Student Council 
planned for April 27 and sponsored 
by Student Council has been cancelled 
because space was not open at either 
Ida Noyes Hall or International 
House. 

Student Council took over respon
sibility for the event after Morgan 
Park Academy dropped sponsorship. 
The ISL dance was to replace a spring 
dance originally scheduled for the 
previous evening. 

"Morgan Park Academy cancelled 
their dance because they had a lack 
of financial support from ISL schools," 
Chris explained. "We wanted it be
cause the ISL has always had a heal
thy and competitive relationship over 
the years and we wanted to extend 
that relationship socially beyond ath
letics. 

"However, all of the halls were 
booked for the weekend we wanted, 
and on Fridays Ida Noyes has a 9:30 
p.m. student dance curfew. We can't 
do it in May either because of A.P.'s, 
May Project and Prom. We are now 
thinking about possible activites for 
the spring quarter to replace the ISL 
dance." 

Parents try sponsoring 
used textbook sale 
A used textbook sale for next fall is 

being planned by the High School 
Council of the Parents' Association. 
The program would serve U-High and 
grades 6-8 in the Middle School. 

The Association would accept books 
at the end of this school year to sell 
before school begins. Seniors would 
receive cash payments for books and 
students oflower classes credits to be 
applied to the purchase of books. 
Contacts for the project are Ms. 

Kathleen Rummel, Council chair
person; Ms. Suzi Thrall, High School 
parent; and Ms. Suzanne Beatus, 
Middle School parent. 

The project depends on the Asso
ciation getting enough volunteers , 
according to a Council announcement. 

Disciplinary Board gets 
2 freshmen, junior 

Freshmen Illana Rotmensch and 
Kyle Turnbull were elected last month 
to the Disciplinary Board, replacing 
the senior representatives who depart 
spring quarter. Junior Emily Palmer 
also was elected. 
The freshmen will continue to serve 

next year all current members of the 
board . Emily as a senior will serve 
through the fall and winter quarters . 



U-HIGHMIDWAY 

Midway wins 11th 
Gold Crown award 

Last year's Midway is among 9 high 
school newspapers in the nation to 
receive the Gold Crown award, the 
highest honor for overall excellence 
from the Columbia (University, N.Y.) 
Scholastic Press Association. 

The Midway was the only winning 
newspaper from Illinois. It is the 
Midway's 11th Gold Crown, the most 
received by any high school news
paper. 
Last year's issue of Renaissance art 

and literary magazine received the 
2nd highest honor, the Silver Crown. 

In CSPA's Gold Circle recognition 
program for individual achievement, 
senior Abigail Newman received a 
Certificate of Achievement for Midway 
front page design. 

In an annual competition sponsored 
by Quill and Scroll, a national high 
school journalism honor society, 
sophomore Rob Wile was named a 
National Winner in the news category 
for his story on U-High graduates in 
New York City following the terrorist 
attacks in the November 13 issue. 

Junior Nora Becker was declared a 
National Winner in the review 
category for her column in the same 
issue of the film "From Hell." 

Senior's film wins top 
Student Council fest prize 

Receiving a 1st-place award of$200, 
senior Chris Perez won Student 
Council's Film Fest at a showing and 
judging of finalist entries February 28. 

Chris produced and directed "Cribs 
the Movie," filmed in a townhouse at 
Senior Getaway. 

In 2nd place, winning $100, was 
"Insano Man 2," made by juniors 
Spencer Lazar, Sam Gershman, Ryan 
Sturgill and Ethan Stillman. 

The $50 3rd-place prize went to 
"Berg to the Max," made by juniors 
Matt Rosenberg and Michael Snidal. 

catching up 

Photo courtesy Abigail Newman 

A Spanish siesta in the plaza 
TIRED AFTER a morning of sightseeing, 

U-l-lighers enjoy a plaza in Cangas de 
Onis in Northern Spain during the Span
ish exchange trip March 13-30. 
The 13 U-l-lighers stayed for 2 weeks 

with host families in Gij6n. The stu
dents from Gij6n had stayed with U
l-lighers in Chicago in September. 

U-l-lighers visited monuments in the 
cities of Leon and Oviedo. They at
tended El Piles school with their hosts 
before going to Madrid for the last 2 
days of the trip. They visited the Prado 
Museum and the royal palace there. 

"The trip was really amazing," junior 
Zach Frey said. "Seeing the monu
ments, the museums and the old 
churches and ancient cites such as To
ledo were interesting because we 
don't have anything like them in the 
U.S. 

"But the best part was definitely liv
ing with and spending time with the 
Spanish exchange students. It was a 
great opportunity to learn about their 
culture and the way they live." 

Foreign language teacher Craig 
Reubelt chaperoned with Middle 
School teacher Angelica Guerrero. 

"The trip was fabulous," Mr. Reubelt 
said. "I can teach the language in class 
and show videos, but once the students 
live there they can learn so much more. 
It's amazing how fast they can improve 
with the language and learn about the 
culture in 2 weeks of immersion." 
In the photo from left: 

Matt Rosenberg (partially hidden), Alex Chiu, 
Zach Turnbull, Rycm Sturgill, Richard Komaiko, 
Nathaniel Meadow and Elliot Epstein. 
Also on the trip were the following: 
Jo Burgess, Abigail Newman, Shubra Ohri, 

Emily Palmer and Molly Walsh. 
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German visitors get 
architectural tour 
Touring downtown and dining at the 

Sears Tower today , German exchange 
students were scheduled to take an 
architectural tour of the Loop with 
their U-High hosts. 

The exchange students arrived 
March 24 from Stuttgart for a 
monthlong stay. 

High School visitors-some Middle 
School students are also particip
ating- by host, with each host listed 
first, are as follows: 
Benjamin Bohhnan , Nena Bosba:ch; Baker 

Gregory, Markus Goedde; Julia Hapern, 
Yvonne Boose; Deanna Lesht, Christl 
Schaefer; Nuala Mccullagh, Kathia 
Korhuss; Nicole Rosner, Anna Steinbeck; 
Hannah Shaw, Ayke Halder; Stephen 
Wittels, Christoph Krzosa. 

The visitors also were scheduled to 
attend a service last Sunday at Trinity 
United Church of Christ, home to a 
reknowned gospel choir. 

2 Peer Leaders attend 
service conference 

Hearing about community service 
program innovations at the National 
Service Learning Conference March 
20-23, 2 Peer Leaders discussed ideas 
with students from across the nation. 

Seniors Nicky Singh, attending the 
conference for the 2nd consecutive 
year, and Brian Rizowy were accomp
anied by Community Learning Coord
inator Susan Sheldon. 

Sponsored by the National Youth 
Leadership Council, the conference at 
the Washington State Convention and 
Trade Center attracted 3,000 teachers 
students, and government officials 
from from across the nation. 
U-Highers have attended the confer

ence for the past 9 years. The Empty 
Bowls project and service site ambass
ador are among ideas brought back 
from conferences. The U-Highers 
presented a seminar about the import
ance offeedback in community learn
ing and attended 12 programs. 

Medici hamburgers. ·They're beef-tastic. 

Medici Hamburger with grilled onions and Cheddar Cheese Photo by Dan Hoffman 

1327 East 57th Street II (773) 667-7394 
Sunday-Thursday 7 a.m.-11:30 p.m., 
Friday and Saturday 8 a.m.-Midnight 
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Air gets sampled 
during project 

Daily samples of air are being taken 
around the Lab Schools, to detect 
hazardous particles such as dust and 
lead, by a University hired private air 
monitoring consultant during the 
demolition of Woodward Court and the 
subsequent construction of the new 
Graduate School of Business . 

Samples are being sent to the 
American Industrial Hygiene Asso
ciation Certified Laboratory for anal
ysis, according to Director of Facilities 
and Security Tony Wilson. 

Results are being reviewed by a cer
tified industrial hygienist and posted 
on the University's Safety and Envi
ronmental Affairs website, http: I I 
facilities.uchicago.edu I safety. 

Along with the tests, background 
lead soil sampling at Woodward Court 
and the Lab Schools, and lead wipe 
samples of playground equipment, 
will continue during the project. 

more news 

LIKE A DINOSAUR chomping away, this 
crane was among 4 which chomped 
away at the Woodward dorms over 
spring vacation, bringing the 40-year
old buildings down to make way for a 
new Graduate School of Business. 
Despite numerous community meet-

Photo by Betsy Kalven 

ings over the pollution and traffic the 
operation might cause and extra
vagent methods to measure air qual
ity, the demolition proceeded with 
barely anyone noticing, no major dust 
evident and no unusual traffic. 

Academic teams aim for top spots 
By Shilpa Rupani 
Associate editor 

Leaving this morning for the State 
Worldwide Youth in Science and 
Engineering (WYSE) competition at 
the University of Illinois in 
Champaign-Urbana, Science Team 
hoped to place 1st for the 4th con
secutive year. 
U-Highers placed 1st in the Regional 

WYSE meet February 14 home and 
1st at Sectionals, March 22 at Orland 
Park Civic Center, winning 3 of 5 
exams. The team also placed 5th at 
the Regional Science Olympiad meet 
March 9 at Northeastern University. 

Individual results from the Science chemistry; Bertha Tang, computer science 
Olympiad and WYSE Sectionals were and math; Alicia Zhou, English . 

fi 11 Math Team heads for the Illinois 
a;CI~N~;~LYMPIAD _ Second: Darja Djordj - Counci~ ?f Teachers of M~thernatics 
evic, Jon Feder , Andrea John, Matt Klein, '4'COD;peti~mn Sat~rd1:'-y,~pnl 27, at.the 
Gina Leung , Jane Mazur, Gina Monaco, Umvers1ty o~ Illm01s m C:harnpa1gn
Wenfei Xu, Alicia Zhou; 3rd: Praveen Attele, Urbana. U-H1gh won Regionals, Feb
Michael Constantin.ides , Nicky Singh, Alicia ruary 23 at Marmion Academy, with 
Zhou; 4th: Maemie Chan, Jane Mazur, Gina the top score in the ~tate, according to 
Mo~aco, Nathan Pirakitikulr, Nicky Singh, Coach Jane Canright. Results were: 
Alicia Zhou. First: Freshman team; junior team; senior 

WYSE SECTIONALS - First: Olivia John, team; junior-senior 8 person team; junior-senior 
biology; Gina Monaco, chemistry; Matt 2-person team; Sam Firke; Andrew Hoffman; 
Lawlor, math; Beckett Sterner, computer Rachel Lee. oralist; Gina Monaco, oralist; 2nd: 
science; 2nd: Charlie Anderson , English; Rebecca Diamond, Matt Lawlor, Gina 
Weiming Pan, che-mistry and math; Beck9tt Monaco, Wei-ming Pan; 3rd: Matt Barber , 
Sterner, biology; Alicia Zhou, computer Michael Constantinides , Olivia John; 4th: 
science; 3rd: Michael Constantinides, Beckett Sterner; 5th: Robert Dellsy, Sophia Lee. 

U-HIGH MIDWAY 

13 advance in math race, 
take U.S. Olympiad test 

United States Math Olympiad test, 
May 3-4, looms next for any U-Highers 
qualifying among 13 who took the 
American Invitational Mathematics 
Exam (AMIE), March 26. 

The 13 qualified for the AIME after 
scoring in the top 5 percent of high 
school students nationwide taking the 
American Math Contest in February. 

The AIME consists of 2 divisions, 
AMC-12 open to all students and 
AMC-10 open to sophomores and 
freshmen and some Middle School 
grades. The 13 high scorers came from 
142 U-High test-takers. 
High scorers were as follows: 
AMC-12-Seniors Emma Barber, Julia 

Betley, Sam Firke, Weiming Pan, Beckett 
Sterner and Alicia Zhou; juniors Michael 
Constantinides, Olivia John and Bertha 
Tang . 

AMC-IO-Sophomore David Blumthal 
and freshmen Matt Barber, Andrew 
Hoffman and Nathan Pirakitikulr. 

Poet to read his writing 
at Ida Noyes Hall program 

Invited by English Teacher John 
O'Connor, poet Marc Smith will read 

·"" his work in a program 7 p.m., Tuesday, 
April 30 at Ida Noyes Hall. 

Mr. Smith created the "Poetry 
Slam," a judged competition in which 
poets go head to head reciting their 
poetry, the poet who receives the 
highest marks advancing to another 
round. The program will also include 
community participation and music. 

BSA dance draws 7 5, 
earns t-shirt money 
About 75 people attended, and $200 

was raised for t-shirts, at a dance 
sponsored by the Black Students' 
Association March 15 in Sunny Gym. 
A Kenwood student, Jason Cole, d.j.ed. 
"Even though not many people came, 

it was a lot of fun," said BSA President 
Michael McGehee, senior 

Only the 
Best 

Field trips 

We feature a complete 
selection of the best walking, 

swimmimg, fitness and running 
equipment available. Our staff is 
both friendly and knowledgeable. 

They know the goods because 
they use the goods. 

24 South 
Michigan Avenue 

(312) 683-9600 

2001 North 
Clybourn Avenue 

(773) 248-7400 

Remember, we offer the U. of C. 
and Lab Schools community a 10% discount 

(continued from front page) 
Barenboirn and Yo Yo Ma," Music 
Department Chairperson Dominic 
Piane explained. "One of the things 
Yo Yo Ma talked about in the question 
session was that, like all musicians, 
he hates practicing, but he forces 
himself to do it anyway since it lays 
the groundwork for success. 

"Teachers are constantly telling 
music students to practice, but for 

them to hear it straight from the 
mouth of such a great artist as Yo Yo 
Ma and for them to realize that one of 
the greatest cellists in the world has 
the same feelings about practicing as 
they do, there's nothing you can do to 
convey that in a classroom. 

"Clearly, field trips can be overdone, 
but there are some out-of-class oppor
tunities that have immeasurable edu
cational value." (Al,so see editorial page 6.) 

Beckett Sterner 
( continued from front page) 

concerning research. 
As part of the final judging, a panel 

comprised of scientists from across the 
nation reviewed each finalist's 
research project. Dr. Andrew Yeager, 
director of stern cell transplantation 
at the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center, oversaw the judging . 
Fifteen-minute interviews by groups 

of judges made up the second part of 
the final judging, a somewhat frustra
ting experience, according to Beckett. 

"Questions were quick, intensive 
and on topics concerning all fields of 
science." Beckett said. "It was 
frustrating at times because after I 
finished an interview, I would come up 
with the answer I wanted to say. The 
judges basically want to know that you 
can apply your knowledge to the world 
around you and answer questions 
you've never thought of before." 

Dressed in fashions ranging from 
khakis to tuxedos, more than 760 
people, including parents, attended 
the invitation-only banquet the final 
day where the final winners were 
revealed. Starting with short 
presentations and ending with after 
dessert, Beckett said the ceremony 
was also a test of patience. 

"The finalists came out one by one 

as a biography was being told of 
them." Beckett explained. "We just 
stood there and smiled. We were up 
on 3 risers. I was anxious for the 
banquet to be over because it lasted 2 
and a half hours. My cummerbund 
was uncomfortable and it was hard to 
stand there on stage. 

"Also, each year the finalists pick 
one person to be awarded the Glenn 
Pseaborg Award based on popular 
consensus over the week. Last year's 
recipient spoke about the search and 
what it was like to be involved in it. 

"Then the top 10 places were 
announced. I was happy my work had 
paid off and grateful for 7th place. The 
top 10 stood in front of the risers." 

Although constantly preparing, 
Beckett said he still had time to talk 
with the other finalists while staying 
at the Mayflower Hotel. 

"Everybody was really relaxed and 
open to having interesting conver
sations." Beckett said. "Nobody was 
really far from the normal. Also, 
nobody was really nervous about the 
outcome of the interviews. I got a feel
ing of ease, and that there eally wasn't 
too much pressure. There were many 
different types of people with different 
interests, making for lots of fun con
versations." (Also see editorial/, page 6.) 
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Field tr1pp1ng 
U-High's faculty has been 

complaining about stu
dents missing classes 

because of field trips for countless 
years . Recently, though, faculty 
frustrations peaked with many 
faculty members saying that 
student absences as a result of field 
trips have gotten out of hand. 
Recent faculty concerns regarding 

field trips were sparked in late 
January when 3 Model U.N. trips 
occurred within 2 weeks. Approx
imately 70 MUN ers missed classes 
over the 2-week span . 

Faculty members since have 
voiced their concern about the 
Model U .N . absences. The 
discussions have gone beyond the 
question of Model U.N. absences to 
encompass a reevaluation of the 
field trip policy here at U-High. 

While the faculty's concern is 
legitimate- it's actually refreshing 
to hear teachers so concerned about 
their students and their class time 

- eliminating field trips is not the 
answer . 
There is already a system in place 

to ensure that field trips don't 
overlap or conflict with a teacher's 
plans, but the system is being 
ignored. At the beginning of every 
quarter all faculty members must 
submit a proposal for the field trips 
they plan on taking with their 
students. The fact of the matter is 
that many faculty members don't 
turn in proposals and go on field 
trips anyway . Simply put, the rules 
must be followed and enforced. 
The Lab Schools has a tremendous 

amount of resources at its disposal " 
and not taking full advantage of 
them would be a shame. Teachers 
need to realize that sitting in a 
classroom is not the be all and end 
all of a student's learning exper
ience . Field trips, experiencing 
subject matter first hand, has and 
always will be an integral part of 
any student's learning experience. 

Way to go, Beckett 
U-Highers can learn a thing 

or two from senior Beckett 
Sterner and his Intel 

Science Talent Search prize . 
Beckett attributes his success to a 
passion for learning. And to U
High's learning environment and 
the connection to the University of 
Chicago . Despite a heavy classload, 
Beckett has made time to delve into 
outside activities and interests. 

Beckett's long list of accomplish
ments demonstrate how it is pos
sible for CT-Highers to extend them
selves beyond the school's bound
aries to pursue what they enjoy. 

With his paper "The Probability 
Distribution of Self-Avoiding 
Walks" Beckett placed among the 
top high school scientists in the 
nation. He has also participated in 
several other math and science 
competitions, including the WYSE 
contest in which he placed 2nd in 
the state for biology and 3rd for 
computer science. Beckett also has 
explored piano, chamber music, po-
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etry, drawing and painting . 
He and other CT-Highers in cocur

ricular activities gain an important 
advantage. Many ready and willing 
teachers serve as sources of assist
ance and guidance. And the school's 
connection to the University offers 
resources other schools can't. 
As a "Lifer", Beckett has been en

couraged by and has received help 
from teachers through Lower, Mid
dle and High School along his road 
to success. From his earlier years 
to, more recently, Science Team ad 
viser Sharon Housinger, teachers 
have given Beckett and other U
Highers help in exploring their 
interests by facilitating their work. 

Beckett may have a special 
aptitude for math and science, but 
a U-Higher does not need to be a 
Beckett Sterner to achieve. As long 
as the student is willing and has 
the interest, U-High can provide 
the structure, encouragement and 
opportunities to help that student 
achieve those goals. 
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Book choice retains 
its powerful glare 

RELENTLESSLY HONEST AND 
brutally powerful, Elie Wiesel's 
"Night" remains one of the most 
moving and important accounts of the 
Holocaust 44 years after publication . 

Its timeless appeal comes not just 
from the historical facts it depicts so 
movingly, but also from the intensely 
personal story of a boy who loses his 
faith in justice and goodness . 

Later this month, people all over 
Chicago will have the opportunity to 
discuss "Night," the choice for the 2nd 
annual "One Book, One Chicago" 
program April 14-20. Selected because 
of its historical significance as well as 
its relevance to current events, 
"Night" was chosen by representatives 
of the City of Chicago and the Chicago 
Public Library " from a list of more 

than 100 

Bk books 
00 S suggested 

---- by Chica
goans. 

Jessica Dozens of 
discuss

Heyman ions lect-
' , ures and 

screenings of movies about the 
Holocaust are scheduled, all of them 
free and open to the public. 

Coming to Chicago for the "One 
Book, One City" program, Mr. Wiesel 
will be interviewed by journalist Mara 
Tapp (class of '74) 12:30 p.m . 
Wednesday, April 1 7 at Harold 
Washington Library Center . 

On that day he will give a free 
lecture on "Religion and Violence in 
the Context of Judaism" at 7 p.m. in 
Rockefeller Memorial chapel. The 
website www.chipublib.org has more 
information on the events. 

"Night" is a story about false 
optimism in the face of horror and the 
growing numbness and darkness that 
can infiltrate a soul and possess a 
spirit until nothing is left but an 
empty, emotionless body. While that 
sounds too depressing to read, the 
truth and simplicity of the story draws 
the reader in . 
Mr. Wiesel picks a vulnerable spot in 

his readers as he begins his tale: Deep 
down, despite knowing the facts, it's 
hard to believe that something as 
atro-cious as the Holocaust actually 
hap-pened. "Night" begins with a 
peaceful description of life in 15 
year old Mr. Wiesel's hometown 
of Sighet, Transylvania. 

Warned about the approa
ching war, the townspeople 
blindly refuse to believe that 
anything could happen to them. The 
impossible creeps up and the Jews are 
first confined to a ghetto and are soon 
deported to Auschwitz, a concent-

ration camp in Germany. By the time 
the horrors of camp life unfold, readers 
are completely drawn into this world . 

As Mr. Wiesel and his father live 
through beatings, bitter winters, wat
ching the incineration of babies and 
living in constant fear of being sent to 
the furnace, they become shadows of 
the people they were. Observing the 
senseless cruelty and murders, after 
several months in the camp the devout 
teenager loses his faith in God. 
Treated inhumanely, Mr. Wiesel loses 

his humanity. He sees absolute evil, 
prisoners who become bestial and for
get human values of family and love 
to survive. It's a journey into darkness, 
a world without hope and dreams of 
nothing except an extra ration of soup. 
But Mr. Wiesel offers no moral to his 

story. His tale leads to the questioning 
of a lot of basic assumptions, including 
ones teenagers often do. Is there a 
God? Can there be, in a world with so 
little sense or justice? Are humans 
basically good, or are we just beasts? 
What does it mean to be human? 
There are no answers to these ques
tions, but according to Mr. Wiesel, he 
wrote this book hoping to shock people 
out of apathy and into activism. 

After a 10-year vow of silence 
following his release from Buchenwald 
concentration camp, Mr . Wiesel 
decided to tell the world about his 
experiences and bear witness for the 
millions of people who had been killed. 

He's spent his life defending the 
cause of helpless and oppressed people 
everywhere, giving lectures, writing 
more than 40 books about the 
Holocaust and apathy and teaching at 
Boston University. For his work, Mr. 
Wiesel has received numerous medals 
and honors, including the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1986. 

YOUR SAY IN THE MIDWAY 

Brian 

Neil 

Compiled by Zach Frey 

What is your favorite '80s band 
and why? 

BRIAN GILL, senior: I'd have to say Dexy's 
Midnight Runners because I love the song 
"Come on Eileen." 

ZACH LEVIN, junior: Devo is the best '80s 
band. Those crazy yellow costumes are the 
greatest things I've ever seen . 

NEIL SHARMA, sophomore: Bad Religion. 
I don't know why, they're just great. 

JESSICA SAFFOLD, freshman: Are you 
kidding? There's no good music from the '80s. 

Zach 

Jessica 



Grateful Dead 
offers tribute 
to Bob Dylan 

THERE HAS ALWAYS been mutual 
respect between the Grateful Dead and 
Bob Dylan. Both products of the same 
1960s innovative music scene, they have 
performed together many times and hold 
each other's music in the greatest regard. 

With last month's release, "Postcards of 
the Hanging," on Arista Records, we get 
to hear the particular interest that the 
Dead have taken in their colleague. 
Consisting of 13 of the many Dylan songs 

performed live at different times by the 
Dead, this album shows one band sharing 
in the power of another artist's writing; 
work that, in terms of songwriting, bears 
a strong resemblance to their own. 
Like Dylan, the music of the Grateful 

Dead is stee-
M usiC ped in the 

roots of early 
American 
folk and 

Michael blues. 

Chandler All the 
songs cap-
tured on this 

album were originally recorded in the first 
decade after Dylan came on the scene, 
young and brilliant, when he was still very 
clearly a folk artist. The Grateful Dead, 
always in tune with the music of the 
heartland, cover his songs with ease and 
take pleasure and care in doing so. 

Each phrase is so carefully crafted, it is 
clear how seriously the Dead take the 
music. They draw very much on the forms 
and formats of the songs' first compositions 
but manage to show us things in the music 
that even Dylan might not have been 
aware of. 
The Dead take Dylan's ever-present blues 

and, without disturbing the music's 
original intentions, inject it with 
funkiness. 
They moan his poetic cadences and liven 

up each famous chord with electric guitar 
embellishments. Jerry Garcia solos quietly 
under Dylan's legendary lyrics before 
breaking out into louder and bolder imp-

rovisations. 
Of course, the solos taken on each track 

by guitarists Bob Weir and Garcia are 
breathtaking, opening up riffs and 
progressions locked beneath the surface 
of Dylan's writing. Going beyond similar 
efforts made by artists such as Jimi 
Hendrix and Richie Havens - who also 
covered Dylan - the Dead find seemingly 
endless possibilities in the usually very 
simple melodies, harmonies and rhythms 
of his work. 

Their innovations have long impressed 
Dylan himself, who has said playing his 
songs with them had replenished their life 
because of the fresh, spontaneous energy 
the band brought to each performance. 
The album is made complete by a taste of 
Dylan himself playing alongside the 
Grateful Dead. 

On the song "Man of Peace" we get to 
hear one of Dylan and the Dead's live 
collaborations and it does not disappoint. 
Dylan is clearly energized by the full, rich 
sound provided by the band. The track 
heats up quick and does not cool down 
until each musician has taken liberties 
with it. 

Thankfully, the Dead do not overstep 
their boundaries. At some points they 
make decisions not to take a song too far 
into the realm of improvisation and it 
seems they do this to show us they can. 
They hold back on virtuosity to preserve 
the music's ancient roots. 

These are decisions made out of respect, 
a bond they have with Dylan. ThiJ, is a 
bond that was forged over decades of great 
music and will live on for ages through 
recordings like this one. 

There's plenty of beauty 
in this place called U-High 
From junior Feng Li: 

WALKING DOWN the hallways of U-High, 
it's not uncommon to hear complaints of all 
sorts. 

Because I have attended schools othe:F than 
U-High in California and Australia, it would 
be fair for me to put things a little more into 
perspective for my fellow students. 
CT-Highers complain about the social life, food 

quality and prices in the cafeteria, teacher 
quality, school sports teams, attractiveness of 
the opposite sex, facilities-the list goes on and 
on. 

Most of these complaints are 
simply illogical conclusions 
reached from misinformation. 
Let me address one and save 
the rest for later. 

The foremost and easiest is 
the attractiveness of ladies 
and men at U-High. I cannot 
say much about the men, but 

Feng as far as the females are 
concerned, according to the size of our school, 
they are no less attractive than at most other 
schools-public and private-if not more. 

This is indeed proven true based on 
experience and conversations with visiting 
sports teams: "Damn you got some hot girls up 
in this mug." 

One cause of this complaint may be that the 
U-High community is very isolated; these are 
the same peers most students have seen from 
kindergarten to 12th grade. This leads to an 
undeniable disadvantage of the Lab Schools. 
It is a protected environment which creates a 
bubble for some people which leads to them 
not acquiring some of the necessary skills of 
living and competing in a cutthroat society. 

This also may lead to anxiety, stress,serious 
attitude problems, and a slap in the face when 

one day students are faced with situations that 
they never had to face before at the Lab 
Schools. 
It also needs to be pointed out that the dating 

scene is in worse shape than at most other 
schools, with the majority of us placing 
academics above everything else. We should, 
however, feel fortunate to be at this school. 
Simply by attending U-High, whether you are 
a genius or not, improves your chances of 
getting into prestigious colleges exponentially. 

The quality of education only plays a partial 
role in this. What's also important is the 
school's reputation. If one looks at a list of 
colleges that ex-CT-Highers attend, the majority 
go to dream colleges of less fortunate people 
from other schools. One may say, "We're 
smarter," but the academic teams of U-High 
can tell you otherwise, as they have been 
beaten many times by many public schools. 

One may also say, "We work harder for this." 
However, at a public high school, one works 
much harder to succeed, simply from the 
amount of competition, 4,000 students 
compared to 400. 

One may make one last, desperate attempt: 
"We pay for this reputation." A private high 
school from Redlands, California, Loma Linda 
Academy, costs more than $40,000 a year and 
it gets nowhere near as much recognition from 
universities as U-High does, because of our 
University of Chicago name tag. 

So, in conclusion, while some sacrifices were 
made to attend this high school, the 
advantages far outweigh the downsides and 
you and I are definitely lucky to be here today. 
Please appreciate. 

P.S.: This letter was to inform and not to 
argue. It was intended to help put things in 
perspective. Any questions and responses can 
be e-mailed to fengliusa@hotmail.com. 

Shopping and stopping 
for some super sushi 

WALKING DOWN 
Clark street on a recent 
Thursday night, I was 
amazed by the assort
ment of sushi restaur
ant. Looking for a 
reasonably priced, auth
entic restaurant, I chose 
Shiroi Hana, a sushi bar 
at Belmont avenue and 
Clark street. 
Just a short walk from 

such popular locales as 
Wrigley Field and The 
Alley shopping center, 
Shiroi Hana offers a 
perfect location to also 
go shopping, hang out or 
go to a ball game. 

Photo by Amit Mittal 
WITH A FRONT row seat to watch the 

sushi chefs do their magic, Jordan 
Rummel bites into a California roll at 
Shiroi Hana on Clark. 

Getting there is also not a problem thanks to the nearby Red 
Line L stop. 

I was first drawn to Shiroi Hana's 

D.;.,.;.,g fancy, colorful Japanese decor on 
.1..1.LU.1. the exterior. The inside didn't 

match up. The only adornments 
were pictures of various sushi 

Jordan combos and a fake, color-changing 
plant set on the host's table. I hoped 

Rummel that the food would be more 
authentic than the decor. After 

waiting for about half an hour because the restaurant was 
absolutely packed, on a Thursday evening no less, I was seated 
at the bar at my request. 
After being handed the paper order form and menu, the hardest 

part of the meal began: Choosing from many variations of sushi 
and other entrees including a number of teriyaki and tempura 
dishes. My hunger began to take over, so I ordered a large amount 
of food, including a tempura appetizer and 4 sushi rolls: 2 
California rolls, 1 avocado roll and 1 tempura roll. Although the 
waitress was polite, she spoke little English, so being able to 
write my order instead of having to explain was convenient. 
After a suprisingly long wait my food finally arrived. While the 

shrimp and vegetable tempura was a little oily, the sushi fulfilled 
my hopes of authenticity. The freshness of the fish and other 
ingredients was a treat. At the end of it all came another treat: 
an $18 bill, cheap for such good sushi. 
Although requiring quite a trip from school, the freshness and 

quality of Shiroi Hana's sushi as well as its location make it a 
perfect choice for dinner or weekend dining for U-Highers. 

Shiroi Hana: 3242 North Clark Street (773) 477-1652. Open 5-
10 p.m, Monday through Thursday; 5-10:30 p.m., Friday and 
Saturday; 4:30-9:30 p.m., Sunday. 

-- Midway Mailbox-----
The Midway received 5 letters for this issue. In the inter

est of a marketplace of opinion, all 5 letters are being pub
lished - 2 on this page and 3 on page 8. The Midway en
courages readers to send in letters on any subject. 

Respecting the roots 
of hip-hop culture 
From Middle School teacher David Harris: 

THE RECENT ARTICLE in the Midway entitled "Museum exhibit 
traces hip-hop phenomenon history" by Robert Ross raised an 
interesting question regarding the issue of diversity. Have we become 
so enamored with the idea of diversity that we cannot see the inherent 
right of individual ethnicities to honor and take pride in their 
achievements for fear of making other groups uncomfortable? 

In the article, two Lab Schools students had the 
opportunity of attending the recent exhibit exploring 
hip-hop at the Museum of Science and Industry. 
Unfortunately, I did not have the opportunity of 
viewing the exhibit, but I know that it was part of 
the museum's celebration of Black Creativity for 
Black History Month and therefore highlighted the 
contributions of African Americans. However, both 
of the students lamented the fact that the exhibit 

Mr. Harris was only about blacks in hip-hop and that it did not 
mention nor highlight the many whites involved in 

the underground hip-hop movement. 
The exhibit was part of the celebration of Black History Month, and 

about hip-hop in particular. Despite its slide towards 
commercialization, its misogyny and homophobia, hip-hop has become 
the voice of young African American urban youth in a hostile and 
racist society. Hip-hop, like P-funk, Jazz, Gospel and the Negro 
Spiritual which came before it, was born out of the unique experience 
of blacks in this country and therefore should be celebrated as such. 

Of course, this does not mean whites have not participated in hip
hop, because we know that this is the case. We should be careful, 
however, not to confuse those who participate in hip-hop with those 
who created it. Hip-hop was, is and will always be a black, urban 
phenomenon. In this case, as the young people say, "It's a black thang." 
And as far as I am concerned that is okay. 

This brings me to my point regarding diversity. Diversity does not 
mean that everything we now do and say has to be diverse per se. 
Several years ago my eldest son, who has spent all of his life in 

(continued on page 8) 
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Respecting the roots of hip-hop 
(continued from page 7) 

integrated environments, asked me why there were 
no white people at our church. I struggled with an 
answer, but later it was Gloria Needlman, a retired 
Jewish Lab School teacher, who told me that the 
answer is that there are times when we can be with 
our own people for whatever reason. Therefore, it is 
perfectly fine to celebrate our own ethnicities, and not 
feel that we always have to be worried that others will 
be offended. More importantly, it does not mean that 
we are therefore being exclusive. 

I am a proud African American man, who every 
chance I get rejoices in the accomplishments of my 
people in this country and in Africa. Just like James 
Brown used to say in the anthem of young black people 
of his generation, "Say it loud, I'm black and I'm 
proud." However, this does not mean that I dislike 
white people. It just means I'm proud of who I am . 

My fear is that the diversity push has left many 
students, and I might add some teachers, confused. In 
my recent Humanities class during Black History 
Month we studied James Weldon Johnson's poem "Lift 
Every Voice and Sing." Some of my black and white 
students thought the poem, which is now known as 
the Negro or Black National Anthem, was divisive . 
"There should only be one national anthem," some of 

them said. Perhaps, but the song has become the 
hallmark of the black experience in this country, and 
if diversity means I shouldn't sing it, well forget it. 
What I want is diversity in which my black students, 

and students of other backgrounds take pride in their 
heritage and where all students feel comfortable in 
their display of that pride, realizing that it strengthens 
all of us as a community of learners. As I see it this 
remains the great challenge of the 21st century for 
not only our school, but also for our nation. 

Role models vital to education 
From Frances Moore-Bond, Middle School 
admissions and testing coordinator: 

IT WAS PERPLEXING to read the comments in the 
March issue of the Midway under the title "Race Persists 
as Difficult Dilemma in Education." In this article, quotes 
were taken from the February issue where I, very briefly, 
discussed the importance of having more adult role 
models of color as part of the Lab School community. 
Since it was obvious that the author of the article clearly 
lacks understanding of the importance of this type of 
diversity, I will share more information in an effort to 
provide a teachable moment for him and, perhaps, other 
students. 

Hiring African Americans and other academic faculty 
of color is an issue that resurrects periodically. Often, it 
is stated that it is difficult to find people of color to teach 
subjects such as high school English, science, 
mathematics, etc. 

It is my belief that whenever we invite families to be a 
part of the community, we should make every effort to 
have a sufficient number of role models (specifically 

teachers) that share similar cultural 
and ethnic backgrounds like that of 
students. To that end, recruitment and 
retention of nonwhite faculty members 
is the best expression of commitment 
to a diverse school climate that can be 
made. Such representation is crucial to 
the survival and well being of black 
students and other students of color. 
If self-esteem and self-concept are as 

Ms. Moore- important as psychologists and some 
Bond educators believe, it would behoove 

schools to vigorously recruit and retain faculty of color. 
Such action would begin to assure students and parents 
that the school acknowledges the value of multicultural 
education and would not undermine students' 
educational experiences. What is the perception students 
might have of teachers of color when absent from their 
environment? It would probably communicate to them 
that African Americans and Hispanic Americans, for 
example, are not qualified to teach at Lab. Of course, 
this is false but if students have not had the experience, 
they might come to such a conclusion. 
Is this divisive as some say? No! Those who do not have 

to concern themselves with being, for example, part of a 
high school where there is only on academic teaching 
faculty, are the ones who might utter such nonsense. 
Probably questions such as, "Why do the Black students 
segregate themselves in the lunchroom?" ''Why are the 
Black faculty members standing in a cluster in the hall?" 
Questions like this indicate a dreadful paucity of 
information and understanding that all individuals in 
the school need to know . 

During the middle and upper school years, early 
adolescents have a natural tendency to move toward "in 
groups." Socializing with one's own ethnic group should 
be interpreted as reflecting a positive identity and not a 
rejection or prejudice against white students. Something 
more important than any academic subject can provide 
is going on at those lunch tables - students are 

participating in a rewarding and healthy experience of 
group identity. Often, when adult people of color find 
themselves to be underrepresented in the environment, 
they too may feel excluded from the general population. 
Like young students of color, they too need to have venues 
and expressions that allow them the opportunity to come 
together. 
Yes, to have a healthy attitude and environment, when 

there are black students and other students of color, there 
should be more faculty of color who can be role models 
for them. Unfortunately, the issue of diversity or 
divisiveness continues to be a topic of discussion as 
indicated in the March issue of the Midway. Perhaps the 
division can be seen in th e°'tfact that, unlike faculty at 
Lab, most staff - secretaries, food service providers, 
janitors - are people of color, mainly black and Hispanic. 

Many interact well with students but their job is to 
provide a service in areas such as bathrooms, cafeteria, 
offices to make sure things are operational. The / are 
crucial to the institution's existence but they are not 
teachers. Likewise, counselors, librarians and other 
resource individuals, are not classroom teachers. When 
students' school day is examined, classroom teachers are 
the ones with whom they spend the greatest amount of 
time . 
It would behoove all students and faculty at Lab to re

read the article on race and education. I am sure some 
faculty would want the author to at least clearly state 
his argument and, as he should have learned in English, 
provide supporting evidence. We must all move along to 
use what we know to enhance and/or to make changes 
when necessary. 

The Akan people of West Africa use the symbol of the 
Sankfa bird to represent this idea. The Sankofa bird's 
head is turned backwards because it is believed that we 
should look backward to move forward - look at what 
we have learned, history, etc. to make a difference in the 
future. If we can come to believe this, we would indeed 
move forward with our diversity movement at Lab. 

].A. Redfield responds: 
My last column discussed race in U.S. education, not the 

grievances of a few readers who think they disagree with 
what they think I said. 
Out of respect for our community, I see no need to contradict 

personal attacks, lopsided racial polemic or mis
representation of my position. Therefore, I can only repeat: 
Read my column. 
I still support an increase in qualified minority faculty by 

asserting, "Of course, a diverse social atmosphere is part of 
any student's education." "Social" by definition, or so they 
tell me in English, includes more than the peer group. 
I still oppose tactical manipulation of "racial identity" in 

agitation for faculty appointees. I still maintain that self
segregation remains a pervasive and divisive reality among 
U-High students, exacerbated by attempts to create minority 
subcommittees with exclusively minority "role models." 

I still believe such attempts threaten the foundations of 
integrated education that my role models Earl Warren and 
Thurgood Marshall fought so hard to build. 
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All students need 
allies, mentors 
From Lower School teacher Linda Voss: 

WHEN I WAS SEVEN I was called a "Nazi" in school 
and a "Nigger" on the playground. This was the reality 
of growing up in the '60s and '70s with a white German 
mother and an African-American father. Fortunately my 
self-concept doesn't come from the intentions of either of 
these children. I had people in my life who were my allies 
against such hurtful words. I grew up in a world in which 
there was a hopefulness that the "dream" that Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. so passionately envisioned, where people 
would be judged by their deeds not by their affinity group, 
seemed to be just around the corner. We believed that 
there would be room for all of us at the table. 

Many Whites were allies with Blacks in struggling to 
bring about change. My mother was such an ally. My 
father was an ally, too, because he shared my experience. 
People need both kinds of allies. As a student at the Lab 
Schools my teachers were allies and mentors. This is one 
of the reasons I returned here to teach. Teachers were 
crucial in developing my feelings of self worth. 
Experiences with sexism and racism taught me not to 
take this sense of worth for granted. 

That is why when reading J. A. Redfield's opinion 
column that it is "divisive" to want to have "more faculty 

of color," in the last edition of the 
Midway, I was upset and offended. To 
read this in a paper of a school that is 
touting support for diversity in its 
mission statement had me wondering 
"Am I teaching in the same school that 
this child attends?" What is "more 
diversity" than the almost none that 
exists on the faculty? 

Why is it divisive to want more 
Ms. Voss Asians, Blacks and Latino(a)s as 

teachers? Is one of each group enough to give the flavor 
of diversity? Should we only be hired to teach elective 
courses in "our" history and culture, as a sample plate of 
different flavors for those that want to stray from the 
main "American" fare? Why isn't it obvious that a diverse 
faculty is a good thing in a school that has a diverse 
student body? 

I feel that to have more faculty of color is important to 
the Lab Schools' well being. If there were more faculty of 
color students wouldn't fall into the trap of lumping us 
all in a group. Students who had a good experience with 
an African-American or an Asian or a Latino(a) teacher 
and knew ofno others wouldn't romanticize this teacher 
as being an exception to the shallow stereotypes that 
they normally see in the media. Conversely, a bad 
experience wouldn't encourage students to generalize 
that this teacher represents all African-Americans or all 
Asians or all Latino(a)s as teachers. After all, White 
teachers get to stand on their merits alone. 

My students are young, don't watch much television. 
Having me as a teacher gives them some evidence to 
counter the preponderance of negative images ofAfrican
Americans and people of color that they will be 
encountering at an increased rate as they grow older. 
Now they are able to work across differences and enjoy 
each other as people. Friends are chosen because of 
shared interests and compatible personalities. Many 
parents who grew up in communities that were not 
diverse see the Lab Schools as a place to offer their 
children a better experience and to develop comfort with 
people that they do not personally have comfort with. 

Other families who have come together across racial, 
ethnic, religious and class lines want their children in a 
school that supports the belief that people can live 
together with differences. Part of fulfilling Dewey's call 
for experience in education is to provide for children of 
all "races" experiences with the diverse peoples that live 
in our city, country and world. Building personal 
connections are authentic means for understanding 
people as individuals. The work of all teachers at the 
Lab Schools is to help students to continue to feel valued 
and to value each other as individuals. It is this vision 
that attracts the majority of Lab School families. J.A. 
Redfield has it wrong. The administration is here to serve 
the vision of the school, not the other way around. 

The importance of faculty diversity to school excellence 
From Middle School learning consultant Frances ure and funding issues, debate over the SAT I, black qualified to teach at Lab. 
Moore -Bond, history teacher Charles Branham, "intelligence" and Dr. Frances Moore-Bond's comments Moreover, we question whether "the diversity crunch is 
Guidance Counselor Ronald Tunis, librarian into a melange in support of the proposition that any call felt more acutely in social rather than academic terms at 
Mattye Nelson, Middle School teachers Angie for an increase in African American faculty at the U-High." First, we have no idea what a "diversity crunch" 
Bolton, Bea Harris, David Harris and Janice Moy: University of Chicago Laboratory Schools, must come at is and secondly, in a school that consistently speaks of its 
FROM TIME TO TIME, black faculty, and other faculty the "expense of administrative efficacy." diverse student body, we think that it might be of 

of color, have lamented, more in sadness than in anger, We have read the essay over several times and can only importance to students and their parents that this 
the fact that some of our students seem incapable of conclude that the author believes that an increase of the diversity be reflected in the faculty as well. 
mounting a coherent argument, supported by evidence. High School's academic teaching black faculty from one When the discussion on race and education moves to 
It is interesting to note this, in the March 5 issue of the teacher to more than one would undermine the academic "self-segregation by minority faculty," again, it is not clear 
Midway in a column, "Race persists as difficult dilemma integrity of the school. We hope that we are not whether the author is referring to national trends or is 
in education." misinterpreting the author. But if we are correct in still discussing the Lab Schools. As black faculty 

It was difficult to understand the author's point, but characterizing his concerns, then his statement can only specifically and faculty of color in general, we categorically 
the essay begins with a discussion of the recent Lawrence be viewed as regrettable . confirm that we have not segregated ourselves from other 
Summers-Cornell West debate at Harvard which the Unless he has expressed similar concerns that the members of the faculty. Furthermore, we are not battling 
author describes as "a public thrashing unparalleled in recruitment of other faculty might also make the school with the administration over funding and we do not 
its livid invocation of black rage and white guilt." If his less effective, for example, less able to educate its student believe that our presence undermines the critical goal of 
knowledge of the history of our nation's racial dilemma population, the assumption that additional black faculty the school, educating young people. 
went back more than a mere 60 days, he might have must a priori come at the expense of academic or For us, there are only two ways to interpret this essay; 
heard of The Cornell University Insurgency of 1971, intellectual excellence, is an insult to every African both involve well-worn refrains. "You are okay, you're just 
Bakke, and California's Proposition 209. In the history of American faculty and staff member at Lab. We know that like us. We just don't want any others" or "If you let more 
race and American education, the Summers -West more black faculty and faculty of color need to be hired of them in, you will have to lower your standards." We've 
contretemps will hardly rate a footnote. at Lab. The perception given now, with only one teaching heard both before, but we must confess that we did not 
Furthermore, the author cojoins affirmative action, ten- black faculty member, is that African Americans are not expect to hear them here at Lab. 
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U-Highers split on U.S. intervention 
II Middle East conflict arouses 

mixed reactions, proposals 

The United States needs to intervene in the 
Middle Eastern conflict between Israelis and 
Palestinians before it erupts into an 

international war. 
So believe many CT-Highers interviewed late last 

week by the Midway. 
But many other CT-Highers believe the U.S. needs 

to stay out of the conflict. 
Fifty years of controversy between the Palestinians 

and Israelis have resulted in murderous conflict 
which has reached a new peak with a series of suicide 
attacks. 
Suicide bomber attacks against Israeli targets have 

become a frequently-used weapon of Palestinian 
militant groups, in recent weeks becoming a daily 
occurrence. 

Many CT-Highers see the situation as far more 
complex than a matter of good and evil and who is 
right and who is wrong. 
"It's truly horrible how someone can kill themselves 

and kill other innocent people in the process," said 
sophomore Noor Shawaf. "But the suicide bombers 
aren't just sacrificing themselves for no good reason. 
I am not justifying the suicide bombings, but 
obviously they have some problems that have not 
been resolved. 

to address the conflict. 
Saudi Arabia has sponsored a peace plan at a 

meeting of the League of Arab Nations in Beirut. 
Israel expressed interest in negotiating. 

But the peace plan included accepting Palestine 
as an independent state and returning to its 1967 
borders. Arab states would then establish normal 
relations with Israel. 

Aside from Israel not being able to attend the 
meeting, part of the reason the peace plan was not 
carried out is Israel's democratic state, according to 
junior Russell Kohn. 

"Israelis cannot give the Palestinians right of 
return because there would then soon be a 
Palestinian majority in the country," Russell said. 
"The idea oflsrael is that it is a Jewish state. Losing 
that is unacceptable no matter the costs and there 
is no way that it can be compromised." 
But some people do see a possibility for settlement. 

History teacher Chris Janus believes a "land for 
peace" compromise between Israel and the 
Palestinians ultimately will be made. 
"Israel will have to give up most settlements in the 

West Bank and the Gaza Strip," Mr. Janus said. "But 
the question becomes 'How does the terrorism stop?' 
A writer for the New York Times said that NATO 
and the U.S. should send troops to Israel to prevent 
further terrorist acts. But this is naive because the 
troops then become targets." 

Pressure for the Bush administration to intervene 
in the situation, much ofit from the American press, 

draws mixed reactions from U-Highers. 
"I am pretty conservative usually and I don't think 

the U.S. should intervene in foreign affairs," said 
senior Amit Marwah. 

"But the situation in the Middle East is a special 
case. The area has had problems for so long and 
both parties are overstepping their boundaries. The 
U.S. should go into the Middle East and support 
Israel in fighting terrorism in Palestine just like the 
terrorism we are fighting in Afghanistan." 

Said junior Cynthia Waldmeier, "I think what's 
going on in the Middle East is a tragedy. The U.S. 
has to react in some way to show that this type of 
behavior will not be tolerated." 
Similarly, sophomore Aaron Summers said, "I think 

it is terrible that people should lose their lives for 
things they are not necessarily responsible for. The 
U.S. must intervene. How could someone sit back 
and not help innocent people from dying?" 

But many CT-Highers feel the United States must 
keep out of the conflict. 

''What's going on in the Middle East is appalling," 
said sophomore Jon Sydel. "The U.S. should not 
intervene because us intervening would make things 
more complicated." 

Said sophomore Jeremy Dorfman, "I don't think 
the U.S. should intervene with the terrible things 
going on in the Middle East. In Vietnam we 
intervened and we probably shouldn't have." 
(This story was compiled by a Midway reporting team, 

then written by the editors.) 

"Maybe if such drastic measures weren't taken for 
them to be seen and heard, then maybe a solution 
could be found." 

Confusing religion with politics, suicide bomber 
recruits use religion as an excuse for horrific plots 
with no credible motive in mind, believes senior Julia 
Betley. 

Model U.N. wins big at Big Apple conference 

"It is very difficult to understand why people would 
use religion as an excuse to kill other people who 
are different," she said. "Even though I'm not very 
active in my religion, ideally I would think that 
religion is a common ground for people to help one 
another and those outside of their religion." 

Some measures have been taken internationally 

By Shilpa Rupani 
Associate editor 

Receiving the Award of Distinction for the 2nd 
consecutive year, Model United Nations members 
returned triumpant from the National Model 
U.N. Conference March 27-30 in New York City. 
The U-High delegation represented Germany. 

Besides winning the overall delegation award, 
juniors Ryan Sturgill and Ben Zimmer won the 

to members of the 
Midway staff for an 
extraordinary achievement 
for last year's issues. 

The Midway is among 
only 2 high school 
newspapers in the 
nation to receive both 
the Pacemaker A \Vard 
and Gold Cro\VIl A \Vard, 
the highest honors in 
high school journalism 
for overall excellence. 

Award of Distinction for the Security Council and 
seniors Adhiraj Dutt and Jules Federle won the 
Award of Distinction for the Historical Security 
Council. 

Two best delegate award winners from the U. 
of C. Model U.N. conference were omitted from 
the March 5 issue of Midway because of an 
editing error. They were Jessica Heyman and 
Caroline Nelson. 

Syonsorei 6y 'Miiway yarents yroud of a job we(( done! 



Come Join t/ie, .fl.Li venture 
11What lies behind us and what lies before us are 
tiny matters, compared to what lies within us," 
wrote Ralph Waldo Emerson. Come explore both 
an outer and inner journey as we trek through 
the Spanish countryside on the ancient 
pilgrimage trail known as the 11 Mysterious Road 
to Santiago." Experience the adventures of life 
on the trail. Develop outdoor skills through 

"The most beautiful 
thing we can experience 

is the mysterious." 
-Albert Einstein 

hiking and 
backpacking. 
Build a sense of 
independence and 
self-reliance, 
guided by 
experienced trek 

leaders, as you discover your potential facing 
challenges and accomplishing personal goals. 
Learn to work cooperatively toward group goals. 
And develop Spanish language skills through 
cultural immersion. Each day we will rise at 5 
a.m. and walk until noon, the coolest part of the 
day, averaging 1 4 miles. Then at our chosen , 
rest place we can explore the unique character 
and atmosphere of Spanish life. The trail is 
extremely pilgrim-friendly, with ample medical 
facilities, camping areas and hostels. Four 
groups will trek this summer, all arriving at 
Madrid to start the adventure and departing 
back home from Madrid. All four treks are 
open to boys and girls ages 1 5-1 9. Join us for 
the adventure of a lifetime to learn from for a 
lifetime! 

Chris Randle 
1316 East 54th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60615 
(773) 363-9939 

chris@gotrek.org 
www.gotrek.org 
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U-Highers enjoy challenge, 
rewards of 1 making the band' 
II Music groups require 

time, dedication 
By Rob Ross 
Midway reporter 

B laring guitar notes and 
booming base drums shake the 
walls of Sonia Shankman 

School's The Pub, 1365 East 60th 
Street, a dusty old Victorian style 
room walled with splintered oak 
paneling, as the band Placid gears up 
in rehearsal. 

More than a dozen U-Highers play 
in bands outside the school's program. 

Like most U-High bands, 4-month- · 
old Placid must practice in 
inauspicious locations such as The 
Pub. 

However, after more than 2 months 
of practicing in the wood- floored room, 
Placid's guitarist, senior Emily Hawk, 
said she is used to the dark and 
sometimes eerie aura of the space. 

"The school lets us use the room for 
free, it's close to where we all live, and 
it's got what we need, so why not use 
it?" Emily said. "Space is pretty 
available. We practice in each other's 
basements and garages when we can't 
practice here. 

"We just prefer The Pub because 
there are no parents or neighbors to 
bother, even though it's kind of creepy. 
When we practice, we either work on 
writing our own music or work on 
learning songs that others have 
written." 

Aside from the hours of practicing 
and honing their skills, bands 

BREAKING OUT HER GUITAR during a 
free period, senior Emily Hawk, a mem
ber of the rock group Placid, works on 

undertake the difficult feat of 
searching for performance opp
ortunities, according to senior John 
Caplan, who plays bass for the ska 
punk band WhipL@$H. 

''You're never handed shows, you 
have to hunt them out," John said. 
''You have to go to local shows and 
ask around if anybody is in
terested in a punk rock band. You 
have to stick your neck out to get 
anything. 

"The first few shows were the 
hardest because we had to practice 
really hard and perform great, even 
though we were only 1 small act 
getting the crowd ready for the real 
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Photo by John Oxtoby 
one of her group's new songs. Emily is 
among many LI-Highers who play in a 
band outside of school 

show. Now we're the main attraction 
and we've performed at local concert 
halls for crowds of 50 to 60 teenagers. 
The key is to lean on people all over 
the place and make sure you play well. 

"At first, we would pay the owners 
and stage masters to play for them 
and they would pay us back with a 
little extra ifwe did well. Now we ei
ther get paid from $50 to $300 up 
front, or we get a percentage of the 
ticket sales." 

Once they get money from 
performances and have a few original 
songs, most bands look toward 
making marketable recordings, 
according to senior Carl Testa, 
saxophone player in the year-old 
Paul Casey Quartet. 

"We've played all over the place," 
CaTl said. "At first it was jazz 
standards at cocktail hours and as 
crowd warmers for other groups, but 
we worked our way up to weddings, 
private parties, shows for the Beverly 
Arts Center and the Jones Studio For 
the Performing Arts. 

"Now that we have written more 
music and have enough money we 
hope to make another recording of 
ur original compositions. 
"We record each show, but now we 

want to compile our work on one reco
rding. Depending production, the 
C.D.s . could cost anywhere between 
$80 to $100." 

Other U-Highers who play in bands 
include the following: 

Sophomores Clem Balanoff in Asbestos, 
Maher Kheirbeck in The Incidence , Abe 
Feder and Diana Zhou in the Chicago Youth 
Symphony Orchestra, juniors Carolyn Yates 
and Ben Bohlman also in CYSO, and seniors 
Rishi Bhat. Brian Gill and Sam Firke in 
rOOtabega. 
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Choir, Orchestra, Band 
to present concerts 

With music ranging from African 
American Gospel to Brandenburg 
concertos, 3 music groups will present 
concerts next week for family and 
friends. 

The High School Orchestra will 
perform a variety of pieces 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday,April 16 in Kovler Gym. The 
Middle School Orchestra will also 
perform. 

Performing a mixture of classical 
music and Disney songs, the High 
School Band will perform a concert with 
the Chorus, which will sing "Dirait
on," "The Storm is Passing Over" and 
others selections, 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 17 in Judd 126. The 
2 groups will collaborate to perform 
Joseph Martin's "Fanfare." 

The High School Orchestra will be 
conducted by Ms. Rhea Basa, the High 
School Band by Mr. Dominic Piane 
and the High School Choir by Ms. 
Katy Sinclair. 

Concerts in May include a 
performance by the Choir, Wednesday, 
May 29. The Orchestra also is 
planning a concert, with the date still 
being decided. 

Parents' Assn. to sponsor 
Jazz Band Quad Club show 

A Jazz Band concert will be 
sponsored by the Parents' Association 
at 6:30 p.m., Friday, April 26 at the 
Quadrangle Club, 1155 East 57th 
Street. 

"This High School Family Night is 
one of a series of casual social events 
that the Parents' Association is 
planning," said Ms. Kathleen 
Rummel, High School Council 
cochairperson with Ms. Pat Brady and 
Ms. Joan Epstein. "The idea is to 
highlight talent at U-High and a 
casual opportunity to socialize." 

After almost a decade of winning 
honors at the Rootabaga Jazz Festival 
at Knox College in downstate 
Galesburg, the Jazz Band will not 
participate this year. 

"Even though we usually do well in 
competitions it was hard to work out 
this year," Director Dominic Piane 
said. "They don't want us to take the 
vans so far away and competitions cost 
a lot of money. Next year we plan to 
make Jazz Band a course and we'll 
have more time to practice and the 
schedule will be more formal. We will 
also attend more competitions and 
festivals." 

Parents present grants 
to organizations, projects 
Forty school organizations, including 

several arts-based groups, have re
ceived $100 gifts from the High School 
Council of the Parents' Association to 
be used this quarter. 
The Council also gave special grants 

in varying amounts to the following: 
Phys Ed Dep:rrtment. Giant Gym Nites; Ms. 

Becky Lopez' Spanish class, trip to Mexican 
Fine Arts Center Musem and participation 
in storytelling workshop; a student Solar Car 
team project; and a Haiku project. 
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Soccer girls rev up 
for tough competition 
By Julie Joseph 
Midway reporter 

tuneup to prepare for more difficult 
competition later in the season. 

F acing Willows 4:45 p.m. 
tomorrow in Jackman Field, 
the girls' varsity soccer Mar

oons hope to use their 4th game as a 

"The Willows game shouldn't be very 
difficult," Varsity Coach Mike Moses 
said. "I may try a little experi
mentation. Maybe mix it up a little 
and test out people in different 

Goalie boasts versatility 
With more than 12 years of 

experience, junior Sarah Shannon has 
been a soccer player since age 4. 

Sarah, goalie, feels her versatility is 
beneficial to the varsity team. 

"I feel I can play more than one 
position," Sarah explained. "Last year 
I hurt my thumb and couldn't play 
goalie but I was still put in as a 
starter." Sarah 

Also a varsity volleyball starter and an active 
community service participant, Sarah devotes every 
Saturday to volunteering. 
"Every Saturday I go to Cabrini Green and work in a 

program called Saturday Dream. Also, once a month 
on Mondays I help out at the next step program where 
I babysit for teenage mothers so they can attend 
classes and focus on getting an education." 

Quiet leader for j. v. squad 
Bringing 6 years of experience to the 

team, freshman Akana Noto excels as 
a quiet leader on the j.v. soccer squad. 
"Akana never whines or complains at 

practice," said freshman Sheilah 
Carroll, teammate. "She's always 
learning from everyone else's mistakes 
and she's extremely focused which 
helps us all ." 

Originally a member of the American Akana 

Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) Akana now plays 
on a more competitive level to ease the stress of school. 

"I've played in a mixture of AYSO and on the Lab 
Middle School teams," Akana said. "I began playing just 
because my parents wanted me to, but it developed into 
something that I did on my own to get distracted from 
the pressures of school." 

positions to know where 
they perform best in a 
game." 

Placing 2nd out of 4, 
the Maroons defeated 
Rich East 3-1 before 
losing to Argo 3-0 in the 
annual Argo Tourn
ament, March 30. 

The Maroons will see 
their most difficult 
conference competition 
against Lake Forest 
Academy, 4:30 p.m. 
Friday at home, Mr. 
Moses said. 

Photo by Claire Stewart 

"Lake Forest Academy 
will be tough because 
they're a large school 
and they have a lot of 
selection for players," " 
Mr. Moses explained. 
"I'd say we're pretty 
even with Latin but our 
problem is overcoming 
mental obstacles. The 
girls need to go out and 
play without losing 
focus." 

explained J.V. Coach Bannon Stroudt. FORCED INDOORS by April snowfall, 
Jessica Walters dribbles through de
fenders Rachel Lee and Jordann 
Zachary during an intersquad scrim
mage in Upper Sunny. Their first 3 
games cancelled because of snowfall, 
the Maroons' season began April 6 
against Latin. 

Not playing Willows, 
j. v. will face North Sh~re 
Country Day 4:30 p.m., 
Thursday at home. 

"There are times where the girls talk 
a lot and lose their focus," Mr. Stroudt 
said. "We must stay focused if we want 
to do well. In terms of talent, we have 
an excellent team." 

Upcoming games are as follows: 

Despite talent, the 
j.v.ers know that suc
ceeding depends on 
whether they can over
come their lack of focus, 

Wood.lands, 5 p.m. April 15, home; Elgin 
Academy, 4:30p .m. April 16, home; Fenwick, 
4:45 p.m. April 22, av.ray; Wood.lands, 4:30 
p.m. April 24, home, vcrrsity only; Elgin, 4:45 
p.m. April 29, home, varsity only; Iliana 
Christian, 4:30 p.m. May 1, av.ray; North 

Shore, 4:30 p.m. May 3, av.ray; Homewood 
Flossmoor, 4:30 p.m. May 3, away, j.v. only; 
Lake Forest Academy, 4:30 p.m . May 7, 
av.ray; Guerin, 4:45 p .m. May 13, away, 
varsity only . 

Up to bat against champs 
By Laurent Varlet 
Midway reporter 

Playing one of their most important games 
4:30 p.m. today at Latin, varsity baseballers 
face the opponent who beat the Maroons and 
took 1st place in the Independent School 
League championship last year. 

April 10, home; Morgan Park Academy, 4p.m. Friday, 
April 12, home; Quigley, 4: 15 p.m . Friday, April 12, 
away; Montini, 10 a .m. , Saturday, April 13, av.ray; 
Kenwood, 4:30 p.m ., Monday, April 15, av.ray; Lake 
Forest Academy, 4:30p.m., Tuesday, April 16, home; 
Elgin, 10 a.m. Saturday, April 20, away; Westmont, 
4:45 p .m ., Tuesday, April 23 , home; Francis Parker, 
4:30 p .m., Thursday, April 25, av.ray; North Shore, 10 
a.m., Saturday, April 27, away; Lane Tech, 4:30p.m., 
Tuesday, April 30, home; Luther East, 4:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, May l , away; Latin, 4 p .m., Friday, May 
3,home. 

The Maroons' toughest challenge will be 
getting farther in Regionals, believes Varsity 
Coach Tom Piane. 
"We have a tough schedule with a lot 

of games against good teams. Our 
main goal is to get past the first round 
of Regionals, which will require 
playing good baseball." 

Its preseason practices forced in
doors by weather, the varsity team 
expects to be a bit rusty at the begin
ning of the season. 
"We haven't been able to play outside 

because of the weather lately," said 
senior Josh Levine, cocaptain. "It's 
going to be difficult to get everything 
sharp for our first games." 

Also facing Latin today, 4:30 p.m., 
away, j .v. gears up for a tough game. 

A leader focused on focus 
Assuming leadership, senior Josh 

Levine, cocaptain, believes the key to 
the Maroons advancing in Regionals 
and winning ISL depends on how well 
the team can keep focused. 

"Josh is a key player because of his 
assets," Varsity Coach Tom Piane said. 
"He contributes to the team by being 
a leader and a contributor, offensively 
and defensively." 

Josh 

Josh reflected, "Unlike last year, we don't joke around. 
Our priorities are straight and we'll succeed if we can 
keep our focus. We need to take the field believing that 
we can beat any team we play." 

Experience counts for j. v.er 

Championship game 
Photo by Sarah Paup 

"Our toughest team in the ISL is 
Latin," J.V. Coach Dan Dyra said. ''We 
want to win the conference and 
beating Latin is an important victory." 
With 5 sophomores and 7 freshmen, 
j. v. has relatively few members 
compared to other teams they play. 

Establishing himself as a leader, 
sophomore Luke Rosa, 2nd-year j.v. 
starter, believes the baseball team will 
depend on experienced players to 
teach and lead. 

FACING OFF against Bolingbrook, March 12 in the Blackhawk tour
nament championship game, Jon Sydel attempts to gain the Ro
mans' possesion in the offensive zone. 

The Latin-U-Migh team lost 5-1, the lone goal being scored by 
Latin's Nick Eugenie, ending its season with II wins-2 losses-0 ties. 
Jon led the team in scoring for the season, tallying 24 goals in the 

the team's 13 games. 
"Playing in the State Final game gave our team great experience, 

especially since it was our 1st year," Jon said. 'We know exactly 
how to play to reach the championship game next year. Now we 
just have to win it." 

"We will have to win most conference 
games in order to win ISL," Mr. Dyra 
said. "We have some kids with no 
baseball experience, and some with a 
lot of experience. Our toughest 
challenge will be getting the freshmen 
ready for high school pitching." 

Upcoming games are as follows: 
Chicago Christian, 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, 

"It's important for the 2nd year 
players to serve as leaders for the 
freshmen," Luke said. "There are only 
a few sophomores on the team who 
have played at the high school level. 
We have talent, but we still must be strong." 

Luke 

A versatile player, Luke plays both 3rd base and 
catcher for the j. v. Maroons . In addition, he is a member 
of j. v. basketball and the golf team. 
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I-IONING I-IIS SKILLS during a practice 
on a freezing March afternoon, senior 
Rishi Bhat smashes a volley back over 

At Latin today 

Photo by Andy Jeninga 

the net to senior Alex Ginsburg, not 
in the photo. 

T ennismen face 
toughest league foe 

By Johnny Legittino 
Midway reporter 

With their 1st league game 4 
p.m. at Latin today, the 
tennismen go against their 

toughest league foes. 
"Latin is a very big game for us 

because they're a traditionally good 
team," said coach Gerold Hanek. "It's 
important to get off to a good start to 
set a positive trend." 

people are returning," he explained. 
"Having won ISL last year with a 

record of 10-2, players gained 
experience, realizing that it is not just 
the talent that wins matches, but the 
ability to use different strengths at 
different times and that is learned 
through playing in a lot of different 
situations." 

Stepping in for Rob, senior Ashwin 
Garlapati, #1 singles player this year, 
leads the team in experience and skill, 
according to Mr. Hanek. 

With #1 singles player Rob 
Willoughby now a freshman at the 
United States Air Force Academy, and 
fresman Steve Wittels the only new 
member on the 12-man team, exper
ience represents the Maroons' greatest 
advantage, Mr. Hanek believes. 

"Ashwin is the most skilled singles 
player on the team and is on the court 
just about every big match, so 
naturally, he sets a good example for 
the rest of team ~" 

"The players are all talented, but our 
real strength this year is how many 

The team's 21-game schedule 
includes 15 away games and 5 

Discipline reaps results 
Moving up from 2nd to 1st ranked 

singles player on the varsity tennis 
team, senior Ashwin Garlapati has 
been playing for the past 8 years, and 
has gained experience through United 
States Tennis Association the 
(USTA)'s junior tournaments and 
summer tennis camps. Ashwin 
attributes his success to years of 
practice and a strict daily practice routine. 
"Tennis is my escape from all the other things in my 

life," Ashwin said. "It is my main focus and I give 
everything to it, but in return I get results." 

tournaments. 
With more games, Mr . . 

Hanek explained, play- • 
ers will get more chan
ces to improve their 
record for seedings. 

That will give him the 
opportunity to exper
iment with different 
combinations of players 
and different lineups. 
Filling open spots on 

varsity during U-High's 
matches against larger 
schools, the best j. v. 

An experienced newcomer ~!:;~~~~::eaa~~~~C:a~~ 

Though he's playing on a tennis team 
for the first time, for 7 years freshman 
Winston Lazar has practiced at Mid
Town Tennis Club on Fullerton 
Avenue and played for fun at his own 
court at his weekend house in 
Lakeside, Michigan. With a masterful 
topspin lob and an unbeatable 
putaway, Winston says he plans to use 
this season to refine his game, but also 
have fun. 

Winston 

"I really want to use this experience to bring me back 
into the game I love most after taking a year off of the 
game to pay more attention to school and other hobbies," 
he explained. 

Giant Gym Nite to return this Friday 
Reviving a one-time favorite U-High tradition, the 

Athletic Department, with a gift from the Parents' 
Association, will be sponsoring Giant Gym Nite 6-8 
p.m., Friday, April 12 in Kovler and Sunny gyms. 
Basketball, volleyball, indoor soccer and badmin
ton will be the featured activities. 

sity level, Mr. Hanek 
explained. 

With a larger turnout 
than ever before, 11 
freshman make up the 
17-man team. 

Ms. Mary Quasney, a 
tennis court and 
Division II tennis All 
American, will serve as 
assistant coach. 
She was brought to the 

school by Phys Ed 
Department Chair
person Pete Miller. 

Scores not previously 
reported, U-High first, 
j.v. in parentheses, are 
as follows: 

Francis Parker, April 2, 
avvay, cancelled; Scmdburg, 
April 3, avmy, cancelled; 
Homewood Flossmoor and 
Evanston Tournament, meets 
after Midway deadline. 
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Tracksters head 
for all-league meet 
By Leah Boney 
Midway reporter 

Competing against all Independent 
School League teams 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 16, at Lake Forest Academy, 
tracksters hope to size up the com
petition before next month's Sec
tionals. Lake Forest will be the only 
meet exclusively for ISL schools. 

February l, home: Girls, 1 of 4, boys, 2nd of 
4; February 5, home: Girls, 2nd of 4, boys, 2nd 
of 4; Morton February 9, avvay: Girls only, 4th 
of 4; February 14, home: Girls, 3rd of 5, boys, 
2nd of 5; February 25, home: Girls only, 1st of 
5; March 12, home: Boys only, 1st of 5. 
STATE INDOOR MEET, University of Illinois 

at Champaign-Urbcma, March 30-400m, 5th 
place, Lydell Ware; triple jump, 5th place, 
Steve Akuamoah; 55m dash, 7th place, 
Chanel Coney; 1600m, 4th place, Becky 
Levine; 4x800m relay, 5th place, with State 
qualifying time of 10:23.2 , a school record, 
Becky Levine, Natalie Bekkouche , Hannah 
Shavv, Ilana Rotmensch. 

"When we go to Lake Forest we're 
really looking at our main com
petition," said Coach Marty Bil
lingsley. ''We're looking to see what 
we need to do to prepare ourselves 
better in order to run 
against them." Glad she chose to run 

With 3 more meets 
before Sectionals, both 
girls' and boys' teams 
face events at Ridge
wood 4:30 p.m. Satur
day, April 20; Chicago 
Christian, Friday, April 
26; and an individual 
meet 9 a.m., Saturday, 
May 4 at Lisle. 

Now in her 3rd year on track, and 
cross-country, junior Becky Levine said 
she almost didn't join either track 
team. "My freshman year, I was de
bating between soccer and outdoor 
track," she said. "I was leaning toward 
soccer, but my teammates pressured 
me into doing outdoor track. In retro
spect, I'm glad they did." Becky said 
she hopes to improve on her previous Becky 

On February 5, in a 
home meet, the girls 
beat Latin, 56-13. Boys 
also beat Latin, 47-22. 

state rankings, 4th in the mile and 8th in the 2 mile. 

Aiming for a trip to State 

"We won ISL last year, 
and we're bigger and 
better this year, so I 
expect nothing less", 
junior Becky Levine 
said. 

Eyeing the school's 400-meter dash 
track record, senior Lydell Ware said 
he hopes to finally make it to the State 
finals, something he has yet to do in 
his 4-year career on the track team. 

Meet results, home 
except as noted: 

"I placed 3rd at Sectionals last year 
and I'm hoping to make it to State this 
year," he said. "It's a great feeling just 
to challenge myself and bond with 
your team at the end of a meet." 

Lydell 

Coaches give 4 seniors team honors 
Four seniors were honored with 

Coaches Awards at the winter sports 
banquet March 7 in the cafeteria. 
The award recognizes outstanding 
athletic achievement, contribution 
to the team and sportsmanship. 

The winners were, for boys' 
basketball, Josh Levine; girls' 
basketball, Shelly Carr and Claire 
Stewart; and boys' swimming, Dan 
Hoffman. 

Four Dance Troupe members also 
received awards as follows: 

Outstanding leadership, senior Jordann 
Zachary; best performer, junior Gabby 
McCoy; most improved, senior Pavitra 
Makam; and best smile, senior Leilani Dec. 
Awards sponsored by the Gatorade 
company for outstanding achieve
ment in girls' basketball went to 
juniors Rebecca Diamond and 
Sydney Lawson. 

Second Team All-Conference Aw
ards for boys' basketball went to 
Chris Amos and Josh Levine, and an 
Honorable Mention to Zeyen Wu. 

The importance of unity 
II Sports Banquet comments reflect problem 

WHILE THE Lab Schools' Board 
considers changing the policy 
regarding the hiring of athletic 
coaches, we should be reminded that 
there are more important things to 
worry about than from where a coach 
is hired . Whether the coach is a 
faculty member or not is small time 
compared to larger problems looming 
in our school's sports programs. 

Sports 
Before a 

coach is 
hired 

-----there 

Marty 
Kinsella 

must be 
unity in 
the ath-
letic pro
gram. 

At the Winter Sports Banquet, 
March 7, freshmen basketball coach 
Gary Cowen apologized · to all the 
basketball players in U-High's 
program for the records posted by the 
j.v. and varsity squads over the past 2 
years. He said that while his 
freshmen teams were taught to win, 
when they graduated to the j.v. and 
varsity teams that winner's mentality 
was forgotten. 

Many players, though initially sur
prised about a coach making such 
comments at an awards banquet, 

understood where Mr. Cowen was 
coming from. 

"I was shocked and so was everyone 
around me," said Luke, who has 
played for both j. v. coach Dave 
Alfafara and varsity coach Dan Dyra 
in addition to Mr. Cowen. "I think we 
are all frustrated with how our teams 
have been doing. What we can agree 
on is that everyone wants to win, and 
that should be our common thread." 

Mr. Cowen didn't return phone calls 
and other coaches and ad
ministrators declined comment. 

When you tally the wins and losses 
of U-High varsity and j.v. basketball 
teams over the past 2 years they have 
been less than stellar, but there are 
other factors that are more important 
then varsity or j.v. records. 
Mr. Cowen's comments highlight the 

fact that a problem does exist in our 
school's sports program. 

It's important to have athletic prog
rams which are united, where coaches 
- regardless of where they were hired 
from-can collaborate to make U
High's teams the conference power
houses they should be. It is deeper 
than whether the coach is a faculty 
member. 

The problem is that all teams aren't 
being considered a unit. 



Rei11vend11g the Wheel 

Roaming the streets of Hyde Park, 
the cyclist extraordinaire, Brian Gill, 
senior, hobbles on his busted two
-wheeler, greeting all -who meet his 
aquaintance. But because his bike is 
such a wreck, Hyde Parkers avoid 
him at all costs. Brian rides alone, 
hoping that miraculously his bike will 
transform into a stylish ride. Little 
does he ~o-w that today an event 
-will change his riding life forever. 

Suddenly, the cyclist ' 
extraordinaire is ambushed 
by junior Mike Snidal. "This 
bike is weak, man," Mike says, 
grabbing it to hurl it across 
the street. The front wheel 
breaks and the cyclist 
extraordinaire is farced to 
make his own wheel out of a 
nearby stone. 

Failing miserably, the cyclist extraordinaire 
gives up and decides that the only logical 
thing to do is to visit Wheels & Things . This 
great store offers an extensive selection of 
bike -wheels, bikes and all other bike 
accessories. No-w, the cyclist extraordinaire 
has tons of friends, and a sweet bike from 
Wheels & Things . 

Photos by Jeremy Chavis 
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