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years young

A GREAT STUDENTNEWSPAPER,it's been said,
holds up a magic mirror, showing the school both
as it is and as it could be at its best.
For 75 years, the Midway has held up that mirror
to life at U-High. That life has changed in myriad
ways since the Midway was first published Oct. 8,
1924,and the Midway has changed along with it. At
times a weekly, at other times a twice-monthly,
every-three-weeks or monthly publication, the
Midwayhas ranged from a full-color professionally-

printed extravaganza to a little mimeographed
project with no photos.
However it has looked, the Midway has always
reflected the vibrant personality of the school. At
its best the paper has offered a level glance into
the life of a busy community, read with both respect and interest.
From Student Council elections to Presidential
races, sporting events to Vietnam War protests,
student initiatives to improve the educational pro-

gram to the Civil Rights movement, a look through
the paper's bound volumes affirms the Midway has
provided a textbook history both of the school and
the world outside the school.
The school will continue to change, just as it has
in the past, sometimes in ways unimaginable to
today's LI-Highers. The Midway likewise will continue to change. But almost assuredly U-High's student newspaper will continue to hold up its magic
mirror to U-High, just as it has done for 75 years.

"This year's prom will be special
and definitely a night to remember."

-Prom Committee
ChairpersonLlzHeyer

Former principal to address graduation
Prom, honors
bringyear to end
By Arjuna Reddy
Midway reporter -------friend from the past, former
Middle School Principal Harry
Finks, who was at the Lab
Schools when the Class of 2000 was in
Middle School, will address Commencement, Thursday, June 8, climaxing a whirl of yearend events.
Mr. Finks is now principal of the Gordon School in East Providence, R.I.
"We chose Mr. Finks to speak at
graduation because we wanted this
year's class to feel a personal connection to the speaker," said Class President George Yamauchi-Wied.
"Even though not everyone has met
Mr. Finks we still feel that those seniors
who haven't can still find meaning in
his speech."
In maroon caps and gowns, an expected 110
seniors will enter
Rockefeller Chapel at 59th street and
Woodlawn avenue as the 2:30 p.m. ceremony begins. The processional will
also include Lab Schools Board members, administrators and faculty members, colorfully garbed in academic
robes and caps denoting their alma
:inaters and degrees.
Several student speakers are being
selected for the ceremony. As class
president, George also will speak.
"I want to thank the entire grade for
making my time here at Lab so special,"
George said. "I also want to stress the
importance of keeping in touch and
making sure not to lose the relationships we have built over the years."
Principal Hanna Goldschmidt will
present the class to Lab Schools Direc-
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GEORGEYAMAUCHI-WIED
Senior class president

tor Lucinda Lee Katz, who will proclaim its members graduates.
Senior speakers are still being chosen,
as are musical performers.
Processional and recessional music
will be played by Music Teacher Gary
Jensen on the mighty Rockefeller
Chapel organ.
A reception honoring the graduates
sponsored by junior class parents will
follow commencement at Ida Noyes
Hall, 1212 E. 59th St.
A luncheon honoring seniors will precede graduation
rehearsal noon,
Wednesday, June 7 in Ida Noyes hall.
A striking setting will distinguish this
year's Prom, 8 p.m.- midnight, Saturday, June 3 at the Museum of Contemporary Art, 220 E. Chicago Ave. The
dinner-dance will take place both
within the visually dramatic Museum
and in an adjacent courtyard.
"This year's prom will be special and
definitely a night to remember," promises Prom Committee Chairperson
Liz Heyer.
Music will be provided by Disc Jockey
Michael Susara of High Flyin' Entertainment. Dinner, catered by Spago,
will include a salad, grilled fowl and
for dessert an elegant creme brulee.
A Prom King and Queen will be
elected and crowned at the dance.
The annual Awards Assembly, 9 a.m.,
Monday, June 5, in Sunny Gym, will
honor U-Highers for academic and
cocurricular achievement and service
to the school and community.
Science and math finals follow Tuesday and Wednesday, respectively.
Several events will bring the year to a
close for the faculty, including a luncheon noon Friday, June 9 in the cafeteria. Other events will honor retiring and departing faculty members (see
news briefs,page16).

Michigan tops list of Class of 2000 destinations
By Abigail Newman
and Debbie Traub
Midway reporters
With 10 of 110 seniors headed for the
home of the Wolverines, the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor will get
the most graduates from the U-High
Class of 2000.
Though a Midwestern school tops the
list, it's the East that will get the most
U-High grads. Forty percent of the seniors have selected Eastern schools, 35
percent will stay in the Midwest and
14 percent are going West.
Ivy influence

The school has made a longtime effort to

interest students in a variety of colleges
and not regard the Ivy League as the
be-all-and-end -all, but 16 percent of seniors are attending Ivy League schools
compared to eight percent last year.
Speculating about Michigan's popularity, College Counseling Director Lisa
Montgomery believes it may be related
to U-High graduates' happiness there.
Good choice

"We simply had a tremendous amount
of interest in Michigan," Ms. Montgomery said. "Perhaps it's because the kids
who attended this year are really loving it. It's a heck of a good choice."
Seniors are attending schools as follows:

Aurora, Ill.: Charles Simmons: Barnard, N. Y. :
Sarah Geis, Elizabeth Heyer, Logan McBride;
Berklee College of Music, Boston . Sam Gilman;
Boston College, Chestnut Hill, Mass: Scott
Agulo, Stephanie Lentz; Boston University:
Haviland Rummel; Brandeis, Waltham, Mass:
Sheila Kaufman; Brown, Providence, R.I.: Josh
Bryn Mawr, Penn.:
Jackson;
Corey Palmer; University of California at Santa
Cruz: Ryan Beck.
University of Chicago: Anju Mahajan,
Tokoya Williams; University of Colorado, Boulder. Rogan Birnie, Katie Lynn, Adam Zachary;
Columbia University, New York City: Joe
Fischel, Isaac Kohn; Connecticut College, New
Olivia
Janus,
Sarah
London , Conn:
Schlessinger; Cooper Union, New York City:
Catherine Schoeder; Cornell University, Ithaca,
N. Y.: Ilana Greene, Hannah Levine.
Dartmouth, Hanover, N.H.: Jessica Lawson,
Mike Strong; DePaul, Chicago: John Pintye; ·
George Washington University, Washington
D.C.: Ven Mothkur, Autumn Smith; Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa: Tai Duncan; Harvard,
Cambridge,
Mass: Ben Lauderdale.
David
Penn: Sandy Craig;
Zimmer; Haverford,
Howard University, Washington D.C.: Andrea
Earles.
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University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana :
Neil Dasgupta, Amanda Stinson; University of
Illinois, Chicago: Alex Lin, Prakruti Makam;
Indiana University, Bloomington , Ind: Deepthi
Yelavarthi; Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio:
Anna Bloom, Nora Geary; Lewis and Clark,
Portland, Ore: David Wilson; Macalester, St.
Paul, lvfinn: Elana Sitrin; University of Maryland,
College Park: Colleen Jones. Nerissa Legge ;
Miami University, Oxford, Ohio: Reid Tokarz.
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor: Jon
Dorsey , Samantha Gewertz, Shannon Gregory,
Haejin Lee , Arjuna Reddy, Deepak Reddy,
Noah Roth, Aaron Scott, Reshma Soni, Bobby
Stokes.
New York University, New York City: Sheila
Carrasco, Patrick Chiu, Lillian Kass, Lauren
Wolf; North Central College, Naperville, Ill:
Valerie Moore; Northwestern
University,
Evanston, m:Nirav Shah; Oberlin, Oberlin, Ohio:
Jonathan Cambry, Meghan Fraley; Occiden tal, Los Angeles: Ian Cummins, Chris Oakes.
Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Va: Alex

Cheung; Oxford University, Oxford, England:
Ishan Bhabha; Peabody Institute, Baltimore:
Conley Johnson; University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia: Ralph Ahn, Ramez Haddadin ,
Elisabeth Muller .
University of Pittsburgh: Shuchi Sharma;
Pomona, Claremont, Calif: Adrienne Victor;
Princeton, N.J. : Elizabeth Carlson, Jonathan
Heckman; University of Puget Sound, Tacoma,
Purdue, West
Wash: David Scheinfeld;
Lafayette , Ind: Patra Chotipradit ; Reed, Portland , Ore: Adam Levine; Ripon College, Wisc. :
Matt Cameron.

East and west
Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, N. Y.:
Maria Arnold; Smith College, Northhampton,
Mass: Sarah Newby; Stanford, Calii: Andrea
Bohlman, Sonia Mittal,
Darlyn Pirakitikulr,
Charles Srisuwananukom,
Sharon Weiner,
George Yamauchi-Wied; Swarthmore, Penn :
Ian Kysel; Tufts University, Medford, Mass. Jordan Booth; Vanderbilt, Nashville, Tenn: Anna
Ochs.
Vassar,
Poughkeepsie,
N. Y.: Cyrus
Dowlatshahi, M .C . Oxtoby ; University of Vir ginia, Charlottesville: David Straus; U.S. Coast
New London , Conn:
Guard Academy,
Jonathan
Phillippe;
Wabash
College,
Crawfordsville, Ind: John Wood; Washington
University, St. Louis, Mo.: Emi ly Carroll, Billy
Davis, Jonathan Hron, Kerith Luchins .
Middletown,
Conn: Judith
Wesleyan,
Disterhoft; Williams College, Williamstown,
Mass: Natalie Bump; University of Wisconsin,
Madison: Tiago Pappas, Elizabeth Richardson,
Michael Rozenfeld; Yale, Ne w Haven, Conn:
Dan Feder, Arielle Levin-Becker, Libby OlNeill,
Jonah Schulhofer-Wohl.

Katie Liu is still deciding which school
she will attend.
Juniors graduating early include Eric
Nicolaides, who plans to pursue the
eight-year medical program at Northwestern University, and Rissa Brutus,
who plans to attend the University of
Southern California in Los Angeles.
Editor's note: The Midway obtained its information on seniors' college plans by individually contacting each member of the class,
Information is subject to change.

"The majority of time we are in Spain we will be relaxing. It will be very
nice to have the pool because from the moment we wake up to the
minute we go to bed, it's 90 or 100 degrees and the sun is blazing."
-Senior KatieLynn

the

Here, there and everywhere, U-Highers get into summer
Travels

will take students,

J!y Rachel Greene
Midway reporter
and
eeting congressmen
learning public speaking
skills, Juniors Nick Hill and
Michelle Krohn-Friedson will get a feel
for federal government when they visit
Washington, D.C., for a week-and-ahalf this summer as participants in the
Congressional Youth Leadership Council (CYLC) program.
From attending music camp in England to visiting family in Argentina,
taking photos in Peru
or just staying in Chicago, students and
faculty anticipate a
break from school and
opportunity for fresh
experiences.
Nick and Michelle
were nominated for
Nick
the CYLC program by Mr. Stuart
Rhoden, assistant director of the Community Learning program.
"I figured it would be a really good
experience to see Washington because
I have really no idea what goes on in
Congress," Nick said. "Also I think it
would be interesting to meet with all
of the youth leaders fro]ll different cities and states. I want to have a fun time
and get a knowledge of what I can do
and how I can help my community so
more of our issues are heard."
Also leaving Chi- .-------.
cago, other U-Highers
plan travels to far-off
destinations.
Traveling to Southern Spain, Seniors Jessica Lawson and Katie
Lynn will stay in
lshan
Katie's parents' house
in San Pablo. They will also go to
Madrid and Seville.
"The majority of the time we are in
Spain we will be relaxing," Katie said.
"It will be very nice to have the pool
because from the moment we wake up
to the minute we go to bed, it is 90 or
100 degrees and the sun is blazing. I
am so excited to go and absorb Spain
with my best friend this time. I also
know it will be really cool for Jessica to
see all the new sites, because there is
so much to see there. When we go to
Madrid we are going to walk around,
see everything, be in the active, loud
city life. And I love going to Seville
and seeing the famous cathedrals and
watching all of the flamenco dancing
which is famous there."
Traveling around Europe will take up
five weeks of Senior Ishan Bhabha' s
summer, after which he will head to
Westonbirt Music Camp, in England.
"I am really excited to travel this summer with my friends I have made in
high school, "Ishan said. "My parents

M

It's a date!

Monda~ Sept. 11. Mark that date on
your calendar! It's when school begins
again. We'll pause while that little
thought settles in the pit of your
tummy.
As for the rest of the schedule, subject
to change it will go like this :
Fall team training beginning, Monday, Aug.
14; faculty planning days, Tuesday-Friday,
Sept. 5-8; ISACS Conference, no school, Friday,
Nov. 2; Recruitment Open House, Sunday, Nov.
12; Thanksgiving recess, Wednedsay-Friday,
Nov. 22-24; Fall quarter ends, Dec . 15.
Winter quarter begins,Tuesday, Jan. 2; Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, Monday, Jan. 15;
Midwinter break, Friday, Feb. 16-Monday, Feb.
19; winter quarter ends, Friday, March 16.
Spring quarter begins, Monday , March 26;
Memorial Day holiday, Monday, May 28;
spring quarter ends, commencement, Thursday , June 7; teacher work day, June 8; summer quarter begins, Monday, June 18.

teachers

have always planned out holidays for
us but this time I chose where I wanted
to go. Also, I'll be 'roughing it,' backpacking, taking trains around and staying in hostels."
Visiting friends and family in
Cordoba, Argentina, Freshman Denise
Lopez will return for two months to the
1,
country where she
1
lived until she was
five years old.
"I can't wait to go to
back to Argentina and
see my family,"
Denise said. "I will be
able to meet my new
Denise
cousin whom I have
never seen before. Also I can see all
my friends from when I was little.
While I am there I am going to have a
birthday party for my quincefi.era with
all my friends who I still keep in touch
with. I might go to school there for a
couple weeks, which I did last year. I
am also really excited to be getting out
of school and taking a break."
Faculty members also are planning international journeys.

to Europe, South America,
Traveling to Peru, Photography
Teacher Liese Ricketts plans to visit and
photograph Calca, located in the Sacred
Valley of the Incas where she lived 20
years ago.
"I want to return to Peru to see people
I haven't seen for a while," Ms . Ricketts
said. "While I am there I want to do a
photographic project in the mountains
where I once lived.
"Last summer I did a photographic
project in Italy for five weeks and I decided that I wanted to
do them all over the
world. When I leave I
want to have 100 really good rolls of film
and have a good time.
"When I come back
.
from Peru, I am going
Natahe
to Michigan to play on
the beach. I am mostly excited to just
not be in school and then during the
summer I'll just be looking forward to
the fall."
Many U-Highers will say in town all
summer, and some will even stay at
school at least part of the summer.

Alaska

As usual, the U-Highlights staff will
be stuck in Lillie House 12 hours a day,
six days a week until the yearbook is
finished. Last year that took until late
July.
"We are further ahead than we were
last year," said Senior Natalie Bump,
coeditor-in-chief with Seniors Darlyn
Pirakitikulr and Nirav Shah.
"We hope to finish the yearbook in
early July this time. We are willing to
work so long after school is out because
we want our book to be perfect. Using
the extra month also allows us to get
the whole thing into tip-top shape."
Other U-Highers' summer plans include Senior Tai Duncan, traveling to
Puerto Rico for her parents ' anniversary (they honeymooned there) and
M.C. Oxtoby, backpacking in Alaska;
and Juniors Annie Padrid, state soccer
camp, and Elizabeth Stigler, summer
school at Stanford University in California.
Several teachers will be taking
courses, teaching classes and leading
workshops, among them teachers of
summer school classes here.

"I'm going to miss the great teachers
and the wonderful students."

-PhysicsTeacherTedGotis

ls 8 u.ch 810eet
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II Six retiring,

departing

~y Priya Sridhar
Midway reporter

R

etiring after nine years, Math
Teacher Barbara Kuske is
among six faculty members
leaving U-High. Her retirement will
begin with the arrival
of two new grandchildren in the fall and
trips to Long Island
Beach, Seattle, Mexico
and Africa in the summer.
While she looks forMrs. Kuske
ward to her retirement, Mrs . Kuske says
that she will miss tli.e teaching profession and her interactions with students.
"I've had some wonderful students;
I" m definitely going to miss them so
much,"
Mrs. Kuske explained .
"There's no greater feeling than being
able to help students learn. Each group
of kids has had so much potential and
I hope I've brought confidence in them.
Working at U-High
has been fun and exciting and I'm going to
miss the incredible
people I work with .
I'm really going to
miss being here ."
With six years behind
her,
Math
Ms. Canright
Teacher Jane Canright plans on welcoming a new person in her life: she is adopting a child

faculty

members

from China this fall.
"I will definitely miss teaching the
kids here, but I'm really excited about
going to China to meet and bring home
a little girl," Ms. Canright said. "I'll get
information about her in late June or
July and then in September I'll get to
pick her up."
After six years serving as Community
Learning Coordinator, Ms. Lucy
Gomez plans on continuing her parttime job at the Chicago Park District as
well as pursuing her interests in the environment and arts .
"I've learned so much from the work
I've done with my Peer Leaders," Ms.
Gomez said. "I plan on using what
they have taught me in my work in the
community. My experience at Lab has
been wonderful, different and rewarding ."
Traveling to San
Francisco to atte nd
law school, Community Learning Coordinator Stuart RhoMs. Gomez
den, a 1988 U-High
. graduate, says he's
enjoyed the three years he's been working in his old High School.
Building on his experiences from taking students to their Community
Learning sites or to out-of-town
desinations to work for the Habitat for
Humanity, Mr. Rhoden plans to open a
community learning center after law

Sotto,o

will take fond memories

school.
"I will remember taking students to
Cabrini Green, Casa Aztlan and the
Living Room Cafe because you could
immediately see the happiness of the
people when you
walked
in," Mr .
Rhoden said.
"Also, I will remember all of the classes,
but especially
the
Class of 2000 because
it was the first year
Mr. Rhoden
that I was working
here. We all learned so
much together and I will cherish that."
Looking forward to a new Internet
business with her brother, Spanish
Teacher Chi-young Yoon will pursue
a bilingual position after three years at
U-High .
"I will miss my students; they've all
been so great and fun to work with,"
Ms . Yoon said .
"But I willreally miss the Foreign Language Department because it's so closeknit. I think that, besides my students,
they are what real zy make me want to
come here everyday."
After one short but memorable year
at U-High, Science Teacher Theodore
Gotis will return to student life to pursue a master's degree in education and
also become a certified math and physics teacher.
"I've learned a lot from everyone at
Lab," Mr. Gotis said. "I'm going to miss

the great teachers and the wonderful
students. I've enjoyed sharing stories
and ideas with my classes; they've
made things so interesting for me. There
people here have a lot
of school spirit and
I'm really going to
miss that."
In the Lower and
Middle Schools sevMs. Yoon
eral teachers who
have played major roles in the lives of
U-Highers will be retiring.
In the Lower School, 4th-Grade
Teacher Vickie Kamberos will leave after 35 years. Miss Kamberos also is a
former U- Higher, a member of the
Class of 1960 (see greeting this page).
Lower School Science Teacher Mimi
Housinger, here since
the 1960s with years
off to rear her family,
also is retiring.
Middle School Science Teacher Jeffrey
Mr Gotis
Benson, here 35 years,
·
also is retiring, as is
Middle School Teacher John Wilson,
here 30 years. Mr. Wilson has continued to play a role in the lives of UHighers as a boys' varsity basketball
coach for 18 years, a position he generously resumed when this year's coach
left school in January.

TO

Miss

V iekie

Kamberos,

'60

Congratulations
and
Best Wishes
on your retirement
after 35 years of excellence
in teaching!

With love
from your "real" Lab family
Peter
Ted
Sophia
Patrick

'63
'65
'95
'03

"I try to be a good listener and direct

my attention to what people in the
community think the school needs."

-Nextyear'sprincipal,Dr.John Knapp

Final year finally over,
principal faces forward
°!JYRussell Kohn

Midway reporter
hough she says she's experienced numer
ous awkward and difficult moments, Ms.
Hanna Goldschmidt is glad she stayed for
her last year as principal.
After six years as principal, Ms. Goldschmidt is
returning to teaching math, by her choice in the
Middle School.
Last summer, she was informed by Lab Schools
Director Lucinda Lee Katz that this year would be
her last as principal.
"Originally, I didn't want to come J?ack for this
year," Ms. Goldschmidt said. "But several people
convinced me to come back. I felt that if I came
back, I may be in a lame duck situation. I didn't
feel I could be as effective. But in the end it was a
productive year and we got a lot done. Overall,
I'm glad I came back."
Although she feels she experienced a good year,
Ms. Goldschmidt also experienced some troubles.
"This year, a few people weren't sure what to
make of my position since I won't be here next
year," Ms. Goldschmidt said. "For example, parents don't always know whether to direct questions to me or to the Mrs. Katz."
Ms. Goldschmidt also feels that if she were returning next year as principal she would have been
treated differently this year by the Lab Schools
community.
"There are things I would have done this year
but I couldn't or I wasn't asked to," she explained.
"For example, in previous years I was asked to
help interview parents of incoming students. But
this year I wasn't asked. If I had been asked I
would have been happy to do it."
Having been a teacher and then administrator

T

here for more than three decades, Ms.
Goldschmidt knows many parents are
familiar with her as a teacher but she is
approaching her renewed role in the
classroom as a fresh venture.
"It is a small community, so Middle
School parents may have preconceived
ideas about me," she said. "But I hope
I will be able to demonstrate myself to
A/>STJITS
be a good teacher, worthy of my position."
She is looking forward to teaching after being an administrator.
"My teaching now may be different
from before because I have done a lot
of thinking and reading about different aspects of students' school life," she
explained .
"Therefore, I am more aware of these
different aspects and will take this
knowledge into account while teaching."
Though looking forward to teaching,
after six years as principal Ms.
Goldschmidt is still interested in taking part in administrative work.
Photoby Lee Shevell
"My interest in administration has not
THIS HILARIOUS POSTER depicting her teaching schedule
diminished," Ms. Goldschmidt said. "I next year was presented to Principal Hanna Goldschmidt by
was offered an administration position the Math Department at a faculty party in her honor earlier
at another school, but I decided I this month at a Chinatown restaurant .
wanted to stay at the Lab Schools be"I have enjoyed good relationships in the High
cause my kids are here. I want my kids to continue School, with students, parents and faculty memto be able to thrive here and I want to stay a part of bers," Ms. Goldschmidt said.
this community."
"I hope that those relationships will continue deAnd though she will be in the Middle School, she spite the fact that I don't plan to have an active
still hopes to be part of the High School family.
role in the High School community ."

New principal brings
wealth of experience
By J.A. Redfield

Midway reporter
Something about U-High's student
body struck Dr. Jack Knapp, the new
principal, on his first visit to the school
in April.
"I was meeting with a group of students," said Dr. Knapp, 55, in a phone
interview, "and they started asking me
questions about school security, gates
and I.D. cards. All of a sudden, a student who heard that I had studied European history at Penn raised his hand
and asked me a long, detailed question
about Bismarck's unification of Germany
in
the 19th
century.
That was
when I got
my first
real picture of the
serious
school UHighisand
itmademe
look forward
to
DR.JACKKNAPP
working
at a reception May 18
there ."
Studying French history at the
Sorbonne in Paris for four years, teaching and serving as an administrator at
independent schools in New Jersey,
Connecticut and Milwaukee, Dr .
Knapp has been the headmaster of Miami Country Day School for the last
seven years .
Chosen from three candidates by a
search committee, Dr. Knapp presents
a striking personality mixing seriousness, wry humor and hearty laughter.
"I guess I could be described as handson and funny," he said. "But I'm also a
little absent-minded. I'm going to need

a lot of help."
A widower, Dr. Knapp comes to Chicago with his two ..youngest children,
Philip and Abigail, who will be a senior and a sophomore respectively. His
oldest son Richard lives in Prague and
his other son Alexander attends the
University of Florida.
Dr. Knapp has 25 years of experience
as a teacher, dean of students and headmaster.
"Ninety-five percent of what I do involves building personal relationships
with my students and colleagues," he
reflected. "I try to be a good listener
and direct my attention to what people
in the community think the school
needs."
When he revisited U-High May 18 to
meet parents and faculty at a reception
in Ida Noyes, Dr. Knapp said he began
his search for improvements in the
school.
"I don't have a lot of specific ideas yet
about what needs to be changed, if anything," he explained. "One of the last
things in the world you want is somebody to come in with a bunch of preconceptions about how to run things.
I did make it clear during the interview
process that teaching had to be a condition of my coming. Actually, being
in class with students gives me a better sense of how things are going in the
school."
The intellectual life around U-High
makes the trip to Chicago worth taking, Dr. Knapp feels.
"I guess in some ways, it could be a
difficult move for our family," he said .
"But I figure at 55, you should be doing what you like. U-Highattractedme
by the spirit of inquiry and engagement
in learning that students and teachers
share, along with its connection to a
great university. We' re all very excited
to be coming to Chicago."

I Gd.ay

Celebrate the
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With graduation here, it's
time to head
over to Joyce's
Hallmark
to
pick out the
perfect card for
that
special
friend.
With
dozens of graduation cards to
choose
from,
it's easy to find
just the right
one.
We also
offer plenty of
great gift possibilities, too!
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M
eking sure that her friends never forget
her after graduation day, Senior Katie Lynn
Photoby Katie Tully

chooses the biggest card in the shop to say
congratulations in the largest way possible.

\.,'
.

Jovce·s~

In the Hyde Park Shopping Center
55th & Lake Park•

(773) 288-5500

Monday-Wednesday
and Saturday 9:30 a .m,-6 p .m,
Thursday -Friday 9:30 a.m.-7 p .m. • Sundqy 11 a,m .-5 pm.
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"There'salwaysroom for growth. Wecan give the teachers
more support,the physicalplant should be sparkling
and expectationsneed to be coordinated."
-Lab SchoolsDirectorLucindaLeeKatz

A confident

look
at a difficult year

• Amid controversy,
director sees a school
still doing a good job
Editors' note: One of the longest-lasting administrators in the Lab Schools' history, Mrs.
Lucinda Lee Katz is completing her 10th year
as director in what has proved a tumultuous
year. Before becoming director in 1990, Mrs.
Katz served as Lower School principal for four
years. Since the faculty's Oct. 4 vote of "no
confidence" in Mrs . Katz, attention has been
focused on her leadership , past decisions and
plans for the Schools' future. She spoke with
Midway Editor-in-Chief Arielle Levin Becker.

.
H ow have you manage d to ad mmister the Schools in such a tumultuous year? How have the vote of "no
confidence" and faculty dissent since
then affected your plans for the future?
We have a stable administrative team, the
Board takes its responsibility as leaders very
seriously, and the teachers have lived up to
their roles as creative, passionate and purpose ful teachers. We've provided a very good cur riculum across all four levels of the schools.
Development is underway, the building master plan is underway. We have a dedicated and
skilled administration and most systems are in
place . I feel we've done a good job .
Where I don't think we've completed work is
in establishing a sense of collaboration with the
faculty. We evidently need more help and time
and practice at this. Sometimes I feel like faculty members bully administrators. I'm not
saying that when they're upset their issues are
not warranted or right. But I'm saying a small
handful of teachers are negative salespeople.
The faculty members who are team players
who show leadership, and stay with kids need
to step up more and speak loudly and not be
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silenced.
Clearly some faculty members seemed more
unhappy than I realized. My job is not to work
with the faculty so much as the principals of
each school, and to stay outside the daily functioning of the Schools . I guess I needed to get
back in touch with and understand the faculty's
feelings. These things come in waves. But they
did send a strong message. It is still hurtful
that faculty members are not happy with my
leadership. But I've heard from other faculty
members who say we've come a great distance
in the last 15 years.
People don 't seem to understand how decisions are made so we have to work on that.
Faculty feelings and clarity of decision making appear to be on top of the minds of faculty
members.
When I see a problem that needs addressing,
I help resolve the problem in the best interests
of the students and their families, as well as
for faculty and staff. That's what they hire me
for, my judgment on very difficult decisions .
If people have a problem with my judgment
they can first come to me to have a dialogue
and work to resolve it. But to disagree with
me and not come to me - going to the newspaper (with the vote of "no confidence") for example - that's not how to interact. It's not right
for our school community, because it stops the
dialogue.
~

What are your plans for the coming
year? What would you like to see happen?
I want to give the High School principal
enough support so that the High School will
reach its highest potential. There's always
room for growth. We can give the teachers
more support, the physical plant should be
sparkling and expectations need to be co9rdinated.
I want to make sure we have a strong guidance and counseling department, especially
around learning differences . I want to make
sure we have a very strong technology plan that

ready for summer!

Photoby Greg Kohlhagen

HERE'S ALWAYS FUN at Ed's all summer! Richard Kamailw, left,
and Zach Frey play war (Richard being a catsup captain and Zach a mustard
marine) right before that fabulous Ed's meat loaf arrives to absorb the ammunition.
In case you're wondering, the meat loaf won.

Yep, we're ready and waiting with
great '50s style eating,
a fun
atmosphere and a eool spot that's
great shakes to enjoy with friends.

160E.Superiorin Chicago• (312)943-1124
Open Sunday through Thursday 11 am.-11p.m.
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

Photo by M.C. Oxtoby

LABSCHOOLSDIRECTORLUCINDALEEKATZ
Enjoyingthe senior classluncheonlast month with the LabSchoolsBoard
everyone can back and also to make sure pro fessional development funds are readily available to faculty.
In general, all of us have to work on governance and communication . The central focus
is to understand how we can improve communication and determine what is an effective
governance structure in a very complicated
system - a large University-related school that
is union organized, with a diverse N-12 population.
I want this school to heal and for us to become generous collaborators who do not see
ill will everywhere. All of this is really important. Relationships get complicated. What I
succeed at is being able to move a large institution forward. I've stuck it out 15 years and
that's worth something. That means something
to me, the University and especially to students
and families.
I want to be in a place where respect is recip rocal, where working together is seen as positive, and where people are having fun problem solving together. If I can find that chal lenge here, terrific. If I can't, then I have to look
at how to make changes here so that can happen, or I may have to look somewhere else.

You have been the first director in
the past 40 years to serve for more than
four years. Why has it been so difficult for directors to stay on? How have
you managed to stay on so long?
In the last 40 years no one has lasted more than
four years . That tells you something about the
school culture. It's very hard to be an adminis trator here for various reasons.
One is that this place has a complicated governance system with the University, the union,
four different schools, each of which has its own
principal. With the four separate schools, I am
more like a superintendent. It's like a district
with four smaller schools and a superintendent,
except they all reside in the same building.
Another complication is that the four schools
are in a building that is continguous. We have
four schools in one, except for the Nursery
Schools on Woodlawn.
Another complicating factor is that half the
kids here have parents within 10 blocks working on campus, which is tough . The up side is
that parents can come in and have lunch with
their kids and their kids' friends, or join in activities . The down side is that when parents
are angry sometimes - not often - they can think
nothing of telling us that they wrote the textbook that is being used in the High School and
we're not using it appropriately.
Another issue for me is that in this school community, faculty can view the administrator as
hostile rather than an ally. I have felt and the
administrative team has felt sometimes there
is an "us against them" mentality and that's
not healthy. Maybe it's typical. I have friends
in France who tell me that French administra-

tors can never socialize with their teachers.
There's a strict separation . Maybe that's easier
but here everyone thinks of one another as family. It's hard when one day you're friendly to
me and the next day you may not be because
of a decision I made.
Another characteristic I find difficult here is
how personalized everyone's feelings get.
Some people get angry so easily. They misread
tones, misinterpret intentions, and mistrust
communication. I don't know where that came
from. But it can't be healthy.
Since I've been director, I have been trying not
to take responses personally, but the vote of "no
confidence" was below the belt and nasty . How
can I not take that personally? It shows an an gry, volatile group of teachers. I don't know
why they would do that. It hurts more than
just me. It hurts the students, the families, the
School and its reputation . I'll walk out and be
fine but that reputation of meanness will be
with the Schools for a long time.
I care about students and families , and the faculty is the conduit to them. I would be shoot ing myself in the foot if I didn't support the
faculty . A few faculty members think we are
here to serve only them and that is a limited
view. The faculty is extremely important. They
are the connection and the way to connect with
the students and families . I've said again and
again that they deserve as much support as
possible . But the end goal is to reach a partnership
with families in order to reach our full and highest
potential.
My relationship to faculty, students and par ents is made through each school principal. It's
not my job to be in the daily relationships with
students, teachers and parents. I really should
be one step removed in order to be an effective
director. That way I can be unbiased but focused on educational goals and issues, two to
three years out.

Your performance as director has
been evaluated publicly by many
people this year. How do you evaluate whether you are proving effective?
I look at what we have accomplished in the
Schools. First, the administration is a strong, talented team whom I love working with as a team.
I also evaluate what needs to be done in the
Schools over a 10 year period. That takes a lot of
patience and stamina. I am only as good as
yesterday's decision and I will be tested on
tomorrow's decision. So I'm constantly evalu ated and yet one can never really measure it in
the short run, only over the long haul. In the
end it's how you feel about yourself and I feel
great about myself. There are those who feel I
have made contributions to the Schools and I
have heard from them and there are those who
feel I have gotten in the way of the Schools'
moving forward and I have heard from some
of them too. When it gets down to it, I feel good
about what I have accomplished and hope to
work in the Schools for a long time to come.

"It made me really happy they acknowledged
the activism I've done and that peers
recognize my hard work. I feel honored."

-JuniorHannahGarber-Paul

HonorsrounduR_

Four get Merit grants

F

our seniors have received $2,000
Merit
in the National
awards
Scholarship program, having qualified
by attaining finalist status. The winners are
Josh Jackson, Darlyn Pirakitikulr andJonah
Schulhofer-Wohl and David Zimmer. They
are among numerous recipients of honors in
recent weeks.
Jonah also has been selected among 500 semifinalists for the Presidential Scholar award
from 2,600 candidates. The program recognizes scholastic excellence and contributions
to the school and community.
A $1,000 scholarship has been granted Junior Hannah Garber-Paul by the Gay, Le~bian
and Straight Education Network (GLSEN) of
Chicago in recognition of her leadership in
youth summit programs, her work as president of U-High's Gayla club and her roles as
a founder of the About Face Youth Theater and
Student Pride Chicago, a networking alliance
of which she is director. The award also rec-

ognizes Hannah's academic achievements and
services in the community.
In the second round of the U.S. Math Olympiad Team qualifying exams, Junior Kohki
Yamaguchi placed among the top 100 scorers,
moving onto the third round May 2.
For the third consecutive year, Kohki took the
individual championship for his grade level
at the Illinois Council of Teachers of Math State
Contest, April 29 at Illinois State University
in Normal. U-High placed 2nd in the Division A competition. Other top 10 placers included Seniors Jon Heckman and Ben Lauderdale and Junior Steve Wasik. The winning
team came from Oblong.
In Columbia College's national annual writing contest Jo Budzilowicz won$1001st-place
honors in creative nonfiction. "When they
read the 2nd-place name I knew I had won,"
Jo said. "It was kind of like Miss America
without the crying and lipstick."
(For more honors, see news briefs,page 16)

COMMU·
NITY LEARNING participants were
praised for
their service
by Mr . Gabe
Culbert, program director for the
and
boys'
girls' club at
the Robert
Taylor
Homes, in his
keynote
speech at the
annual recognition luncheon May 3.
Each sophomore advisory named
"usung
an
hero," as follows:
Principal
H a n n a
Goldscl:unidt;
Community
Learning coordinators Lucy
and
Gomez
Stuart Rhoden;
and
faculty
staff members
Barbara

Photo by Betsy Kalven
Kuske, Dan West and Terry
Shanks; Junior Hannah GarberPaul; and community volunteers
and site sponsors Lori Cannon,
Open Hand; Joe Grissom, Cabrini
Green; Helen Gibbon, Childserv;
minister Dr . Therese McGee, Alco-

holic Anonymous; and Josephine
White, Robert Taylor clubs .
from
dancers
First-grade
Harvard School demonstrated
what their teacher, Sophomore
Jennifer Sydel, taught them to
appreciative applause.

Midway, staff members win top state honors
Newman took first-place for her story on the Millennium in the Dec. 14 issue.
Second-place honors in the feature category went
to Senior Arielle Levin Becker's story last year on standard tests and honorable mention in design went to
Senior Joe Fischel for the Midway's Oct.19 front page.
Winners were honored at a banquet May 20.
In the Eastern Illinois School Press Association's
annual contest, the Midway was named Best Overall Newspaper.
First-place winners included Senior Joe Fischel, for
front-page design; Senior Cyrus Dowlatshashi, for his
feature story last year on pagers; Senior Bobby Stokes,
for his depth sports story Oct. 19 on Mr. Ron Presley
becoming varsity basketball coach; Bobby again for

Top honors have been received by the Midway and
staff members in two state journalism competitions.
Three first-place awards were received by Midway
staff members in the highly-competitive annual contest sponsored by the Illinois Woman's Press Association. The Midway was the only newspaper in the
state to win three 1st-place awards.
Senior Ralph Ahn was honored for his front page
color cartoon on the Millennium in the Dec. 14 issue
and went on to take third place in the National Federation of Press Women's contest.
M.C. Oxboy was honored for her photo of a varsity
soccer game with Latin in the Oct. 19 issue focusing
on Senior Cyrus Dowlatshahi in action.
In the news story category, Sophomore Abigail

his column Nov. 3 on school security; and Junior Katie
Shapiro for her Dec. 14 basketball photo of Bobby in
action against St. Gregory.
Second-place awards were received by Senior
Arielle Levin Becker, feature; Arielle again for
editorial; Junior Mike Lamb, column; and Cyrus
again, review . The Midway also placed 2nd for
overall design.
Third-place awards were received by Ralph Ahn,
graphic; and Ralph again, cartoon.
by Karlis
cartoons
honor,
In another
Kandervoskis, '99 graduate now at the U. of C.,
are included in "The Best of High School Press
1998," an anthology published by the National
Scholastic Press Association.

EPARKBANK
Roots in the Comrnunitv"' since 1928
.
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The year

at U-High

AsTHEM10WAY SEESIT
Council members refused to participate in a Strategic Planning
meeting because they didn't be- -.
lieve their opinions would be valued?
What are CT-Highers supposed to
think when their peers refuse to approach adults about discipline because they think it is administered
unfairly?
n a year which included a vote
What CT-Highers start thinking is
of "no confidence" in the Direc- that teachers and administrators
tor, the departure of a beloved
don't trust each other's judgment.
teacher amidst claims of misconThere doesn't seem to be a lack of
duct and high tension between
forums for communication.The
teachers, administrators and Board elaborate advising and newly demembers, it was just another school veloped security and discipline
year for CT-Highers.
subcommittees attest to that.
We still managed to have chamBut despite all the fancy organipionship basketball and science zation, many participants feel that
teams, high turnout at dances and the fundamental issues remain uneven some assemblies we could resolved because different constitustand.
encies simply don't trust each other.
That one of the most difficult years
The entrance of an assertive High
for the community represented a School principal who takes an acregular year for most CT-Highers tive role in committees and in daily
speaks highly of their initiative to school activities could provide a
learn and participate in activities great opportunity for meaningful
and of teachers' ability to lead stu- communication. Next year's prindents amid conflict and discontent.
cipal, Mr. Jack Knapp, offers conBut while it seems that CT-Highers siderable administrative expericame out of the turmoil unscathed,
ence and could be just the solution.
some signs point to the contrary.
However, to be effective, Mr.
What are CT-Highers supposed to Knapp's judgment must be rethink when teachers don't consis- spected.
tently follow a finals schedule reHopefully with Mr. Knapp at the
quested by the principal?
helm community members can
What are CT-Highers supposed to work towards what's been sought
think when in a school that prides after most, a community that everyitself on openness, some Student
one truly believes in.

In the end,
it all comes
down to
simple trust

I
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A whole new world

Year in ·Israel opens
Iife-changing vistas
Editor's note: Delaying the start of college ,
Lizzi Heydemann, 19~9 graduate, elected to
pursue a year in Israel. Excelling both academically and in school activities, Lizzi left
outstanding records in drama, journalism and
sports. She was the first U-Higher to become
U-Highlights editor-in-chief as a sophomore
and received numerous tennis honors all four
years of high school.

IT'S SORT of appropriate that I write this column now, almost exactly one year after I decided
to take a year off before starting college.
After seven months of living in Israel, I've come
to the conclusion that living abroad is possibly
the most educational thing a person interested
in culture and society can do .
There are lots of ways to travel-alone, with a
group, with friends; I am here with a program
called Year Course, run by Young Judea, an
American Jewish youth movement. I am one of
about 160 people my age from all over the U.S.
and from Great Britain but a member of a smaller
group of 34. My group spent the first four months

First
Person
Lizzi
Heydemann
of our stay here living on Kibbutz Gal-ed. lhis
was my first hands-on experience with socialism.
As I said, you can learn about almost anything
in a classroom but to truly understand its subtleties you have to experience it. A kibbutz is a communal living environment in which everyone
shares, a strictly Israeli phenomenon.
Before arriving, we were told that it didn't matter where we were going to college, what our SAT
scores we re or what our GPA was. Kibbutzniks ·
judged us by how hard we worked. For all of us
prep-school, Princeton-Review babies, this was
quite a novel concept. I loved it. I worked from
before sunrise until early afternoon in the kitchen,
cooking food for 400 people.

A foreign idea
Other people from our group worked in the garden, the plastic factory or the kindergarten. Our
afternoons and evenings were free every day for
four months, an idea completely foreign to most
of us. Who had hours of free time in high school?
At first we didn't know what to do with this
sudden freedom but slowly the creative juices of
members of our group made it impossible for us
to schedule all of the activitiesthat we wanted to do.
An actor-member of the group from San Fran cisco held a weekly improvisation class. Every
week a different pair would lead an in improvisation class . Every week a different pair would
lead intellectual discussions on religion and identity, Zionism and lifestyle.
We cooked, we threw parties, we played frisbee,
made music, watched sunsets, traveled and relaxed , I personally fulfilled my dream of singing in a band which performed in the kibbutz pub.
In short, we created lives for ourselves and
formed true connections in a totally foreign environment. Now that it's over, I look back and
say it was fun. It was educational in that lifeexperience and not textbook kind of way. I doubt

I'll every again have the opportunity to live like
that again.
From January until mid-March I lived and studied in Jerusalem, "the city of gold ." It's referred
to as such probably because of the dominating
golden done of the Muslim shrine, the Dome of
the Rock, which I could see from my dorm window (how's that for a view?) .
Think about all the things you learned in Early
World History concerning the development of
the major Western religions - Judaism,
Christiantiy and Islam. Jerusalem was, and
contines to be, the most affeced by them.

The perfect place
It was the perfect place to study history and
other forms of Judaica in a collegiate atmosphere
because all classroom material was supplemented by trips around the city, and around the
country, comparing archeology text.
This was immersion. Of course, you can read
about the Dome of the Rock, or the Western Wall,
or the Dead Sea but it cannot compare to the experience of seeing them up close, touching, feeling their presence and history.
I'm writing from a farm in Northern Israel,
where I'll be spending the next three weeks. I
chose to live here with an Israeli family so that I
could improve my Hebrew-speaking
skills,
rather than be surrounded by 18- and 19-yearold Americans as has been the case all year.
I work for the family as well, collecting and
cleaning eggs in their chicken coop a few hours
each day. The life is relaxed and unstructured,
simple and secure. Again, coming from a home
where "work" meant mental exercise behind a
desk, rather than physical labor with animals or
in a field, this is a welcome and interesting change
for me .
There are a lot of subtle changes that struck me
as odd when I first arrived in Israel, which now
seem only commonplace but as if the American
model is backwards.
For instance, like in most European countries,
dinner and lunch are switched . The whole family comes home from wherever they are at 2 p.m ,
or so, eats a big meal to sustain them the rest of
the day, and that's it. If you feel like eating dinner, you grab a cucumber, tomato and an onion
and make yourself a salad.
And then there are the changes which correspond to the Jewish nature of the country.
Though the overwhelming majority of Jews here
are secular, meaning they don't attend synagogue, keep kosher or observe the Sabbath, an
atmosphere of a Jewish culture dominates the air.
Buses don't run and stores aren't open on
Shabbat, from Friday night to Saturday night
(Hebrew days traditionally start at sundown) ,
On the bus, tank tops-and-jeans-dad
secular
people reading the newspaper sit next to ultraOrthodox Jews dressed in black hats, suits and
fringes hanging from their beltline, reciting
prayers and reading Scripture.
Posters on walls and at bus stops countrywide
advertise the different agendas of different sects
of Judaism .
And then there are the religious and ethnic differences between the Arabs and the Israelis,
which have, since Israel's birth, produced a volatile tension between them, dormant most of the
time and violently active at others .
Now is an amazing time to be in such a politically-active country.

"Dorks,jo! Whenare they going to learn?''
- SeniorCharlesSimmons

Secret Police now in charge_
• Para-University team cracks down on campus dorks
THE UNIVERSITY of Chicago is full of dorks.
They're everywhere. They walk silently through
the streets to and from the library, and go to bed
no later than 10:30. A group of us considered
this situation and decided on a plan of action.
Although technically not a part of the University of Chicago, the University of Chicago Secret
Police has one goal: to stop the dorks at the University . Quickly drafted was a long list of rules
that constituted being a dork; a map was also
drawn, showing where such dorks are frequently
sighted. While on patrol in the squad car, the
Secret Police would notify students that they
were in violation of various dork codes, ranging
from laughing obnoxiously to carrying a concealed graphing calculator.
It was a warm Friday night and while rolling
down 55th street on patrol Officers Charles
Simmons and Bobby Stokes and I saw a situation that we thought we might not be able to
handle by ourselves: a University of Chicago frat
party.
"Oh no," Bobby sighed. "Look at all of those
DORKS!"
Double-parking the car, we got out and walked

Humor
Cyrus
Dowlatshahi
past two dorks working the door, entering the
party .
"Secret Poe-leece!" Charles yelled. Bobby and
I frowned; he always got to say it.
Unlike that to real policemen, there was never
any physical threat to us, since dorks have no
physical ability. So we just strolled through the
house rounding up people exhibiting dorky behavior . Since we couldn't get everybody, the students that were reprimanded included a boy and
a girl whose cups were found to both be containing milk, and a group of four girls actually
sitting cross-legged on the floor doing their math

SECRET POLICE OFFICER Charles
Simmons catch a dork with contraband on a routine search and seizure.
homework. The worst display was when Officer Simmons went out onto the "dance floor"
and witnessed a skinny Caucasian student, who
was wearing a t-shirt that said "Intel Inside" on
it, in violation of Dork Code 953, dancing in an
erratic fashion in the middle of a circle of other
dorks who were shouting, "Go Herman! Go
Herman! It's your birthday!"
Officer Simmons called Officer Stokes and I in
and we arrested everyone in the room.
Since we couldn't exactly put them all in the
squad car, we assembled them in a group outside to announce their punishment.
"Y'all dorks ain't allowed to go to the library
for a week," Officer Stokes announced.
A collective whimper went up from the crowd,
and after a short lecture on dorkiness, we sent
them all home . We walked back to the car, tired .
"Dorks, jo!" Charles exclaimed, disgusted.
"When are they going to learn?"
Bobby and I shrugged; neither of us knew that
uncertainty is all part of the job. What the three
of us did know was that we'd be committed to
the removal and rehabilitation of dorks on the
U. of C. campus until the last dork is cured.

YOURSAYIN THEMIDWAY
Compiled by Ameer Saleh

In one word, how would you describe this
year at U-High and, in one sentence, how
would you explain the word?
ALEX COREY, freshman: Tiresome, because
freshman classes involve so much difficult work.
Alex

Caitlin

CAITLIN GEARY, sophomore: Exhausting, because with all the work my teachers have assigned, I've barely gotten sleep this year.
NOAH MEITES, junior: Blurry, because
school this year went by so quickly.

Noah

NATALIE BUMP, senior: Phat. This year my
co-seniors and I were just keeping things real!

Natalie

IN CASUAL summer fashions,
Claire Stewart, Nick Epstein and

Photo by Katie Tully
Jessie Sklarsky enjoy the warm
temperatures at The Point.

Summer fashions turn
brighter, boldly flirtatious
With temperatures rising, layers of
clothing coming off and fashion design showing more skin, summer
fashions emerge in bright colors
such as orange and blue.

Fashion
Natalie
Hoy
Backless tops tying and holding to
!he body merely by strings or in halter styles rank high for summer wear
and affirm fashion magazines including Elle and Vogue.
In elegant colors including pale yellow and light lavender which blend
well with almost any skin tone, these
backless designs can be flattering to
those comfortable enough to wear
them.
Mid-calf and below-the-knee
length skirts prove still popular in
cotton or linen materials for a comfortable and everyday piece which
can be practical in a fun, bright colors such as purple or orange.
Diving into swimwear fashions,

swimsuits offer cute and sexy designs in halter styles, floral designs
and multiple layering. Two-tone
swimwear with dark and lighter
shades contrasting look great in colors such as pink or blue in a classic
two-piece style that's always great
for tanning.
If you' re looking for a suit that's not
as revealing but still fashionable you
can still look great in a halter tank
with fitted trunks in a simple solid
colored design with little cargo
pockets.
Men's fashions for the season are
similar to women's with bright colors such as blues and oranges and
tight fitting tee-shirts becoming
more popular. Baggy shorts persist
popular and comfortable in a nylon
cargo style for great pocket use.
A brightly colored or patterned
short sleeve button-down shirt offers an additional layer for a wardrobe, the multiple layering look still
popular for men's fashions.
Editor's note: Cohn and Stem in the Hyde
Park Shopping Center should have mentioned in the last Midway as being Hyde
Park's only store for men 's dresswear, with
a great selection of prom fashions and summer wear.

Midway Mailbox: A complaint and a reply
From Junior Hannah Garber-Paul, Gayla president;
Junior Carolyn O'Mara, Gayla vice president;
Senior Sarah Newby, Gayla secretary-treasurer;
and Mr. Craig Reubelt, Gayla faculty adviser:
The members of Gayla would like to address several issues brought up in the Midway's recent article
about the formation of the United Students
Assocation . Gayla was disheartened and disappointed by some of the incomplete and inaccurate
"facts" and explanations given in the article.
First of all, the article asserted that Gayla considered itself an "ethnic" club. Gayla has never made
the claim that it is an ethnic group. It does, however,
represent a unique culture within the school. Its purpose is to educate the community about and support
students who have particular issues due to an identity they did not choose nor which they can change.
The only distinction between the clubs which the
USA wishes to bring together and Gayla is that Gayla
does not represent a group in which is identity trait
(i.e., being black or Jewish) is generally passed from
parent to child.
This difference lies at the heart of much of the controversy over what Gayla's role should be in this coalition.
The article also made reference to the letter Gayla
sent out. It presented several positions (most notably the view that Gayla had gone behind the backs

of the other clubs) but failed to let Gayla defend its
action .
We did not have the intention of circumventing any
student leaders. Sending the letter to the faculty advisers would insure the inclusion of not only the
appopriate students but also the participation of the
appropriate adults.
Finall~ Gayla believed that sending a letter, rather
than seeking out all the students or the teachers individually, would lessen any potential confusion
This way, everyone knew
about our concerns.
Galya's position and the arguments behind it at the
same time.
Gayla members interviewed by the Midway were
particularly upset that the quotes they gave were
never checked for accuracy. This article was published at a crucial point in the talks between the
groups about what the USA will be, who it will include and how it will include them.
The article only added to the confusion and made
resolution that much harder. In the future Gayla
looks forward to more responsible and thoughtful
articles.
Editor's note: Julian Federle, who wrote the story, said he
could not quote Gayla members because they declined to
comment for his story, saying they couldn't speak to him for
publication. No Gayla member, consequently, was quoted in
the story so there were no quotes to check from Gayla members. Quotes and indirect quotes from the Gayla letter obvi-

ously were not checked because what a letter says is what a
letter says.
Regarding quotes from other people in the story, the Midway's
records show Josh Jackson's quote was checked IO a.m. April
19 and Anju Mahajan's quote was checked 3 p.m. April 21.
The quote from Principal Hanna Goldschmidt did not get
checked because of miscommunication between Jules and
an editor. The editor told Jules, who had to leave, that he
would check the quote but Jules found out the editor had not
completed the check only after the Midway went to press,
Ms. Goldschmidt said the quote was correct but, given the
opportunity, she would have removed the final sentence.
As for the timing of the story, a newspaper reports the news;
it doesn't withhold the news until the people making the news
feel the time is most beneficial to them for it to be reported.
People and organizations who make statements which make
news can control the statements but they cannot expect to
control the reactions to those statements and they can't expect
newspapers to take a role in damage control on their behalf.
Kept in the dark, Jules points out, the Midway had no way of
knowing anyway what Gayla wanted to say about its letter
and reactions to it. He also points out that this is not the first
time this year people have refused Midway interviews and
then complained stories were incorrect or unfair.
Finally, in concluding Gayla's letter argued for it being an
ethnic club-a point, incidentally, only brought up in the headline to the story-the Midway is not alone. In a profile in the
May 3 issue of Outlines, a Chicago gay community newspaper, on Junior Hanna Garber-Paul and her Gayla work, the
reporter wrote, "Some students who embrace ethnic diversity
would like to see LGBT students not included in the mix."
It is the Midway's usual policy not to reply to letters and to leave
readers with the last say. This reply is offered in the spirit of
information, not argument; we appreciate Gayla's writing.
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Midway has chronicled
changing school, world

E

very newspaper has a history, many have histories
longer than that of the Midway (which was not U-High' s
first paper), many have been larger and more expensively-produced, but to its readers over the past 75 years,
the Midway has been the most important.
The school's first student newspaper, the Weekly, issued its first edition Dec. 16, 1903. In 1907 the Weekly
was transformed into the four-times-weekly Daily. In
1924 the Daily combined staffs with U-High's literary
paper, the Inkstand, and a group of students hoping to
resurrect the school's discontinued literary magazine,
the Midway (published 1906-1921),
to create a new weekly.
The new publication, also named the Midway, first
appeared as a four-column weekly Oct. 8, 1924.
From the beginning the paper was ahead of most in
coverage and design but it wasn't until 1937-38, with
the guidance of adviser Cecil Denton, that the Midway
received national recogition, with an All American rating from the National Scholastic Press Association. It

Midway alumni go
on to media careers

Late nights getting the Midway to the printer have resonated far
beyond sleepy eyes in the next morning's classes for many former
Midway staff members. They've gone on to careers in journalism.
How many no one knows, but too many for the recognition they
all deserve in this 75th anniversary issue.
Those late nights loom large in former staff members' memories.
"I remember staying late on Thursday nights for the Midway,"
said Mr. Mark Hornung, who was editor-in-chief as a senior in
1978 after serving as U-Highlights editor-in-chief his junior year.
Mr. Hornung is vice president of circulation for the Chicago SunTimes. His previous work included business reporting .
"We'd pull the paper together and put it to bed that night working on stories and editing. Mr. Brasler with his red ink would mark
up the copy and go over my editing saying, 'It's not quite good
enough.' I've learned a lot from the Midway. Number one I learned
the virtues of team play. Number two to communicate; that includes pointed questions and straightforward manners. Number
three it taught me to write and number four cemented my love for
the newspaper. But I really remember those late working nights
together with the other reporters and this is something that I still
do to this day."
Mr. Mark Patinkin, '70 Midway political editor and editorial
spread editor and the first high school journalist to win a best-innation story award two consecutive years, remembers journalism
as "one of the true areas of excellence at U-High and one of the
things I remember most. It was great and you're not just a student, you' re a journalist, which is a real asset. One of the best stories I ever wrote was on police brutality and I remember I got an F
because I missed my deadline. I was really upset. But it was one of
the best lessons I ever learned because in the real world you can't
miss deadlines. Now I'm writing about things from general interests like why are dogs better than cats to why Elian should go back
to his father."
Mr. Patinkin is an award-winning columnist and special features
project writer for the Providence (Rhode Island) Journal Bulletin.
Now with the Associated Press, Ms. Kate Grossman, '88, is one
of three family members who worked on the Midway. Her brother
Ted was an '84 editor and her brother Tony, '86, served as the
paper's only photographer for a time during his freshman year.
(continued on page 17)

repeated the next year but then Mr. Denton left and
the paper became less ambitious and then disappeared.
Providing journalism workshops, English Teacher
Audrey Borth, revived the Midway as a three-column, University-printed publication in April, 1955.
This publication, a mixture of newspaper and journal of opinion, thrived for a decade.
But then a reporter from Newsweek visited the
school to do a story and wondered aloud why such
an outstanding institution did not have a journalism
program or nationally-prominent newspaper. In
1964-65 the school responded with such a program
and the next year the Midway rejoined the ranks of
All American-rated publications.
The year of 1967-68 became known as the "The
Legendary Year" when Editor-in-Chief Dick Dworkin
led a staff whose paper won a Pacemaker Award as
one of the six best in the nation and best-in-nation
awards for a news story, an editorial and a sports
story, the first time any publication had won such
multiple honors in one year.
'
"There were many things going on in the world at
large," said Mr. Dworkin, now a writer, musician and
record producer, in a phone interview from his home
in New York City. "There was a lot of social and political fer~nt in the world at that time and we were
all caught up in it; we were trying to deal with all of
what was going on. Our intent was to make a paper
first for the school, while at the same time not make
the paper just about the school. .we tried to do indepth investigative reporting of issues both inside
and outside of the community."
U-Highers responded positively to their new kind
of school newspaper, Mr. Dworkin remembers.
"I think that the students appreciated our efforts to
cover true issues in the school," Mr. Dworkin said.
"However, I don't think that the students really realized until the year was over and we won the Pacemaker Award that the paper was great."
When Mark Hampton, the leader of the Chicago
chapter of the Black Panthers, was shot to death by
State's Attorney Police, the Midway scooped the daily
papers. Its editorial section editor, Mark Patinkin,
now a nationally-known columnist and feature writer
for the Providence (Rhode Island) Journal Bulletin,
went to the Black Panthers headquarters, talked himself inside and got an interview.
"Kids at U-High are affected not just by the school
but by the city, too," Mr. Patinkin said. "The death
of Mark Hampton was one of the big issues in Chicago at that time. We thought it was relevant enough
to reach out beyond the school walls and try to have
a student from U-High to experience this story."
The Midway also got national attention in 1970
when, led by Editor-in-Chief Mark Seidenberg, it
covered a Vietnam War moratorium, a day the school
was closed for a protest, with a front page feature
questioning if educational institutions should ever
take sides on political issues if doing so compromised
an open forum for opinion.
From race relations to equality in athletics for boys
and girls to issues of ethics and discipline, the Midway has covered the changing world of the school
and the world outside the school. And into a new
Millennium it is still going strong.

REPLACING the U-High Daily, the
Midway made its debut Oct. 8, 1924,
as a weekly newspaper. The name
previously had been used from 1908
through 1921by the school's literary
magazine. The Daily had been started
in 1907, replacing The Weekly, which
was U-High's first newspaper. That
publication actually was mostly a literary and humor publication.

THE MIDWAY was among the first
high school newspapers to cover race
relations. This Nov. 24, 1970, front
page was reproduced in several journalismtextbooks. Editor BruceGoodman reported the story on this page.

Readers value Midway's realism, forum of opinion
Dishing a sharp, witty and honest student perspective, the Midway gives the entire U-High community something to look forward to every issue, say
both student and adult readers as the newspaper
completes its 75th year.
"When the Midway comes out, everyone stops, sits,
and reads the paper," Lab Schools Director Lucinda
Lee Katz said. "On that day you
look around and everyone is sitting
with their Midways open."
The realistic picture it offers of the
school represents
one of the
Midway's biggest assets, many faculty members say.
"I feel the Midway is the pulse of
Mr. Bachand
U-High, which shows both the negative and positive aspects of our school," said CounselorBobBachand. ''It doesn't sugarcoat things and even
explores the warts of U-High, which is very important.
"When the written word becomes the chronicle of
an institution, it is important that it be accurate and I
feel the Midway does this very well."
Readers also value the voice the Midway provides

for student opinion.
"The Midway is the only voice the students have,"
Librarian Mona Khalidi said. "It's their forum for
opinion, criticism and for expressing their interest.
It's the only outlet the students have. I wish they
were a little more outspoken on certain issues such
as the discipline committee or scheduling. There
needs to be more student involvement in all decisions and issues."
Also praising the paper's role in
covering student opinion, History
Teacher Susan Shapiro said,
"I value the Midway because it
keeps me honest and humble about
what students are thinking.
Mrs. Khalidi
"It's easy to get arrogant when you
don't listen to what the students are saying, so it
keeps me in check. Sometimes I get angry with the
things it says, sometimes it challenges my opinion
and I think the Midway is just dead wrong. But it
depicts student perspective and really gets the community to think about adolescent culture."
The Midway offers something for every reader,

many people feel.
"I think the paper gets a mixed reaction," said
Senior Ralph Ahn, Student Council president. "Some
people just look at the pictures and read a little but
don't care what it has to say. Others read it in detail
and it causes an impact on them. It just depends on
the reader. I look to the paper to find out the details
on things, such as the Mr. Presley issue. lherewere a lot of speculationand
rumors about what was going on. I
looked to the Midway as a definite
source."
A student-run publication, the Midway exemplifies the educational philosophy of the Lab Schools' founder,
Ralph
Mrs . Katz pointed out.
"John Dewey would have loved the Midway!" she
exclaimed. "It is student-run and requires active participation from all.
"On the Midway, you learn by doing, which is a
basic tenet of the Lab Schools. There couldn't be a
better model. It highlights important issues in the
community and gets better and better each year."

"It was an incredible experience and a very demanding course, where nothing
short of perfection was accepted. It can be hard for a 15-year-old to take
but it's real and it teaches you about life and the real world."

-Mr. AlanHeymann,'93, nowa Springfieldtelevisionjournalist

TheU~High
Midway
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7 5th anniversar
She was
here before
the Midway

Before there was a U-High Midway
there was a U-High, and Violet
Feilchenfeld Himmel, 1923 graduate,
remembers what the school was like
then. Mrs. Himmel is still part of the
U-High family. Julie Epstein, '98; Ari
Himmel, '99; and Freshman Nick
Epstein are part of her family.
When Mrs. Himmel attended U-High
there was no U-High building.
"All of our lockers and classes were
held in Belfield and
Blaine Hall," she explained. "We played
A POLITICALLY-AWARE staff led by a lot at Sunny Gym,
UNDER THE LEADERSHIPof Adviser
Cecil Denton, who arrived in 1936, the Editor-in-Chief Mark Seidenberg and even back then. But
there was no KenMidway won the National Scholastic Associate Editor Mark Patinkin proPress Association's
coveted All duced a series of special weekly edi- wood Mall.
"Kenwood Avenue
American rating in 1937-38 and 1938- tions in 1969-70 documenting develMrs. Mimmel
just
continued
on
opments surrounding the founding of
39. This April 21,1939,issue reported
through
to
59th
street.
in '23
the
f
acuity
union.
This
nationally-disthe second win. After Mr. Denton left,
It was a pretty large
so did the rating. It wasn't until 1965- cussed Vietnam War protest edition
66 that the Midway again joined the May 12,1970, discussed ethical issues street and I remember there was a big
emphasis on safety for the younger sturelated to the protest.
ranks of All Americans.
dents, hanging around the school, because people were concerned about the
~~ ,.,,., i...,
traffic on Kenwood."
Mrs. Himmel also recalls how difAEmotions
warhigh asof. ideas, too
ferent
U-Highers' attitudes were at
,pro:e:st.sa.rouse
.
protest :
that time concerning school and
how to behave.
"There were a lot of professors' kids
who attended
the
school
but
they
weren't
especially
smart, unlike some of
the professors' kids
I've
seen
nowadays," she said. "Most
of .the kids who went
Mrs. Mimmel
to school weren't worried about going to
recently
college but were mostly concerned
about having fun and not disappointing their parents," Mrs. Himmel explained.
"In my day the boys always looked
A
THREE-SECTION
Midway
included
nice
and neat, which was a sign of reTEACHERPROTESTShave been covthis
coverage
of
reaction
to
the
spect
for their parents. Students found
ered repeatedly by the Midway. This
Oct. 9, 1979, page shows a march to Gulf War Feb. 5, 1991. The editors it-their work at school as a duty, somethe Administration Building. The story were Dill an Siegler and Renee . · thing to be proud of when it was finwas reported by Editor John Schloerb. Simon.
(continued on page 16)
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• DEC. 13, 1903
The first U-High paper, the Weekly, appears
Dec. 16, 1903, two weeks after the staff forms.
The school had opened with a student body
of 552: 120 from the Chicago Manual Training School in what is now Belfield Hall; 125
from South Side Academy; 41 from the Lab
Schools; and the remainder from other Mid·
western schools. Several students listed their
parents' businesses as "plantation owners."

• 1907-08

- 1923-24

The Weekly is replaced by The Daily. Four
staffs each publish one of four issues a week.
While the Weekly mostly was a literary and
humor publication, The Daily is a true, threecolumn newspaper.

• OCT. 8, 1924
The Daily is replaced by another weekly, this
one named The Midway, previously the name
of the school literary magazine. The Midway
proves mostly a matter of local pride except
for 1937-38 and 1938-39, when Adviser Cecil
Denton leads staffs to two consecutive All
American ratings from the National Scholastic Press Association.
Then he leaves the
school and the Midway doesn't appear among
the All Americans again until 1965-66. It has
been an All American paper ever since.

• 1943-54
The descent-into-mimeographing
years, with
the Midway turning from a weekly into a twicemonthly. Actually, in 1953-54 it wasn't the Midway. It was The 8 Ball, The Sun Dial, Flicker
Flash cmd 8-star Final. Then it just disappeared.

• 1955-1964
Advised by English Teacher Audrey Borth, the
Midway becomes a weekly journal, part newspaper and part importer of witty and occasionally stinging commentary . When a reporter from Newsweek visits the school in the
1960s and asks why there isn't a journalism
program and a "real newspaper," for better or
worse the fate of the clever journal is doomed.
Journalism comes to U-High in 1964-65.

• 1967-68
A staff led by Editor-in-Chief Dick Dworkin
makes high school newspaper history when
its paper is selected as one of six Pacemaker
Award winners by the National Scholastic
Press Association and American Newspaper
Publishers Association and wins awards for
best news story, best editorial and best sports
story in the nation. Numerous best-in-nation
story awards follow over the years, along with
seven more Pacemakers and a record 10 Gold
Crown awards from the Columbia Scholastic
Press Association. Many members of the '68
staff become acclaimed professional journalists and accomplished writers.

The Midway's home has a history
.

II Unraveling the mystery
·11·
0 f th e HOUSe Ca 11
e d LI le
Although nowadays regarded by U-Highers as a
mysterious red-brick building which swallows up
journalism students, Lillie House, at the corner of
58th St. and Kenwood Ave., has a colorful history.
It was built in 1904 for Dr. Frank R. Lillie, a famed
-.....-------.........
biologist, embryologist and professor at the University, and his
wife Mary, daughter of Richard T.
Crane of the Crane Plumbing
Company, and their large family.
Designed by the architectural
firm of Irving and Allen Pond, the
house was unusual for its irregular form and a both flat and
gabled roof.
Dr. Lillie died in 1947 and in
1956 the University inherited
Lillie House.
In 1976 the building became a
I
Mrs. Shannon
Natural Historic Landmark.
Four Lillie children attended the
Lab Schools and Mrs. Lillie was
one of the founders of the Nursery School in 1916.
Dr. Lillie was the great uncle of Florence Howard
Shannon, who recalls coming to Chicago from
Toronto to visit the Lillie family 83 years ago, when
she was seven years of age. Mrs. Shannon revisited Lillie House earlier this month and remem-

bered the Lillie family as being "very advanced"
and how they "lived for children/' which is true
based on the fact they had four children of their own
and adopted four children.
"I distinctly remember visiting Lillie House because of the lovely and outstanding grounds," Mrs.
Shannon said in a phone interview following her
visit. "These days it looks more like a warehouse,
but that's the way things are."
Mrs. Shannon recalls as a child visiting Lillie House
being seated in a large front parlor and being given
an orange, a plate and knife, and wondering what
to do with them .
Though the exterior of Lillie House has little
changed, the interior is markedly changed. The parlor has been divided into offices and the adjacent
journalism classroom likely was the dining room.
Though the Journalism Department didn't move
in until five years ago, Lillie House had a prior UHigh relationship. In the early 1960s it was a student activities center complete with a pool table.
The University of Chicago Math Project occupied
the building for many years. The Lab Schools Information Systems and Technology Department has
moved in and the Chicago Review magazine and
an arts and scienceorganization still maintain offices.
The large size of the rooms, high ceilings and spare
decoration reflect the Lillie family's desire for a
house where children could live without worrying
about breaking things, in the words of Mrs. Shannon. The young people who presently "live" in
Lillie House enjoy it for the same reason. It ain't
fancy but it's home.

Photo by Kelsey Harden
WITH ITS ODD mixture of both flat and
gabled roof, irregular shape and patterned
bricks, LillieHouse mystifies many people.
But it indeed began its life as a house, the
home to a prominent University family.

"U-High students cannot assume any more
that colleges will grant early graduation."

ahead

-CollegeCounselerLisaMontgomery

Change affects U-Highers

Senior Seminar
could expand if
enough interest

Colleges nix
early grads
Tiffany
!h::

Northrop ____________
Midway Reporter

_

U

-Highers planning on graduating early from high
school, especially after early admission to college,
had better rearrange their plans. According to UHigh' s college counselors, colleges are changing their attitude about early graduation and are rejecting requests from
accepted applicants to pursue programs away from school.
The new attitude impacted U-High this year when a senior accepted early to an Ivy League school was not permitted to graduate early.
"U-High students cannot assume anymore that colleges
will grant early graduation," College Counseling Director
Lisa Montgomery explained. "The student must be able to
articulate a very convincing reason as to why they should
not have to complete their last year of school."
Many colleges are not allowing early graduation because
students come to college unprepared, according to Ms. Sarah Ellis, admissions representative for Harvard University
in Cambridge, Mass.
"It is much harder for a student who graduates early from
high school to adjust to Harvard than a senior who has completed all four years," Ms. Ellis said." Although we do not
have high school class requirements at Harvard, all students
who are admitted are extremely academically qualified."
Admissions representatives said they would continue to
consider allowing students to pursue semesters abroad as
long as participating in such opportunities did not interfere with an individual maintaining a vigorous program.
"If a senior wants to leave their high school and come to
Wesleyan than they have to be certain that their traditional
courses are not compromised," said Mr. AminAbdul-Mailik,
admissions director of Wesleyan University in Middletown,
Conn.
"This means that we would be more than willing to honor
semesters abroad if the student were studying information
typical to their challenging and competitive high school

Photoby Katie Shapiro
DON'TCOUNTon graduatingearlyjust becauseyou were
accepted earlyto college,cautionGuidanceDirectorPatty
Kovacs,left, and College CounselingDirector LisaMontgomery, U-High'stwo college counselors.
classes. The early graduation must be seen by Wesleyan as
,
an academic endeavor for it to be approved."
U-Highers who want to graduate early should contact their
college early for permission, advises Mr. Andre Phillips, associate director of admissions at the University of Chicago.
"We want students to be up front with us if they are considering early gr,.gduation during their senior year," Mr.
Phillips explained'. "This way, we can talk to the student
and see what their goals are and why they want to leave
high school before the year has ended."
Led by Principal Hanna Goldschmidt, faculty members
have formed a committee to explore ways to make senior
year more engaging in the face of more early graduation
requests and changing college admissions attitudes.
"We are currently working on a survey for the juniors,"
said Ms. Montgomery, committee chairperson. "We want
to hear sugge~tions from the class of '01 on ways to make
senior year the best year possible. As a college counselor, I
know that 'Senioritis' is somewhat inevitable. My goal is to
get students to stay at U-High for their whole senior year.
In truth, most colleges will not accept anything less."

ealm yourself

~Y.Rick Baum
Midway reporter
If more than 25 seniors enroll in Senior Seminar in the Humanities for next
year, the school is ready to add a second section, says History Teacher Susan Shapiro, Seminar coordinator. Each
section would include up to 15 seniors
and four faulty members.
The one-quarter, ungraded elective
was conceived by faculty members in
1994 as a creative learning experience
in which both students and faculty
members could learn from each other.
The program includes readings, discussions, guest speakers and a field trip.
Because the grant funding Senior
Seminar expired at the end of last year,
the six teachers who participated this
year accepted half pay to preserve the
program. The school provided necessary funding.
It has not been determined how the
program will be funded next year, however it is planned teachers will be paid
the same amount as they were last year,
Mrs. Shapiro said.
By the middle of the month, 17 seniors had signed up for the Seminar
next year and at least 15 more were
expected to enroll.
"We have invested a lot of time and
money making this program do-able,"
Mrs. Shapiro said. "Although the program is only a quarter long, it is expensive. We work with this program not
for the money but because we love doing it and think it's great for the seniors."
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(And Natalie Hoy's Dad's store)
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(312) 225-6477
In Chinatown • 2237 s. Wentworth.
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Open Saturday and Sunday 11a.m.-9p.m.

"Success for me comes from pushing myself
past what I thought was possible."

le

-Mr. AdamGolomb,'89
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Video editor goes Hollywood

Grad's filmmaking
rise no 'Dog Story'
_
Midway reporter
a.m. Saturday morning isn't
the time you'd expect to be
watching a movie, but that's
just what more than 200 people did at
the North Side Pipers Alley theater
April 22. They were gathered to watch
"Dog Story," an independent film produced by Adam Golomb '89. He's also
one of its stars.
Mr. Golomb got his filmmaking start
as a U-Higher. He was coeditor with
his classmate Derek West of the '89
video yearbook.
After high school Mr. Golomb graduated from the University of Iowa with
a major in theater and then, in what

er_____
~Y.Elizabeth Stig! __

10

THEPOSTERfor "Dog Story."

many might consider a surprise switch,
got a law degree from DePaul University. But, he noted, he still had a hand
in theater, writing screenplays.
Two years ago, Mr. Golomb was recruited by writer Christopher Hatton
to serve as an associate producer, script
supervisor and actor in the film,
"Sammyville."
That surrealistic tale about a decidedly
strange small town has won a cult following.
· "We hope 'Sammyville' will be coming out on video and DVD within the
upcoming months," Mr. Golomb said.
"We are excited about the distribution
because this is our ultimate goal with
any independent film and is also what
we' re trying to do with 'Dog Story."'
That film offers a start-to-finish unrelenting adventure involving thieves,
murderers and a couple seeking to cement their love and get a fresh start in
life, all observed by a dog who plays a
surprising part in the story.
Mr. Golomb, a tall, handsome man
whose virile features and muscular
frame the camera clearly loves, says
he was proud to screen his second professional film in Chicago.
"One of the reasons the Chicago
screening is so important to me," he explained, "is because many of the people
here were notified about the film when
we were first getting started with it in
'98 and looking for backers."
At the Pipers Alley screening, guests
filing into the spacious lobby were

following a screenAT A RECEPTION
ing of "Dog Story," a new film produced and starringMr. AdamGolomb,
right, 189 classmates Geoff Stigler and
Derek West offer congratulations. Mr.

warmly greeted by Mr. Golomb and his
family, including his sister Sara
Golomb '91, also a former U-High
Video editor.
After the 80-minute film, a relieved
to the
Mr. Golomb responded
audience's enthusiastic applause. He
answered questions, then invited everyone to what turned out to be a reception given by his parents at the
nearby Marcello's Father and Son Restaurant.
Mr. Golomb said working on the UHigh Video prepared him for filmmaking in many ways.
"What my coeditor Derek West and I
discovered while working on the '89
video, was that any weak link, in terms

Photocourtesyof Mr. Wayne Brasler
West was U-High Video coeditor-inchief with Mr. Golomb andMr. Stigler
was Midway business and ad manager.
of people, is a bad one," Mr. Golomb
explained. "I remember specifically
that we had to fire someone from the
staff who was our friend. The same
thing happened to me when I was filming 'Dog Story,' I realized that I have to
be willing to make tough choices and I
ended up firing someone who I had
worked with before."
As for his next film, Mr. Golomb said,
"Right now, the script is almost done
for a very dark crime thriller," he said.
"This movie will be the first I will direct as well as produce. I try to take on
things that challenge me, like directing,
because success for me comes from
pushing myself past what I thought
was possible."

Have you had your Med Fix Today?
It was 1st period,
Lee missed her usual
stop at
morning
she
but
Medici,
thought she could
make it through the
So she got
day.
down to work on her
Calculus.

Third period rolled
around and things
weren't so hot. Lee's
hands began shaking by 8:45, she lost
the feeling in the left
side of her body by
10 and now the
had bedrooling
gun.
Fifth period finally ended and Lee was
a mess. Her blood pressure had tripled
since 1st. Pools of sweat had formed
under her now baggy eyes. With her
head now too heavy to hold up the
thought of Spanish was revolting. She
knew what she had to do ....

EDICI
On 57th

1327 E. 57th St. • (773) 667-7394
Monday-Thursday 7 a.m.- Midnight
Friday and Saturday 9 a.m.- I a.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.- Midnight

Photosby Bobby Stokes

Head straight
to the Med.

\!tbe 1'-eturnof tbe jf reestplers

Charles Simmons

Neil Dasgupta

Ayinde Bennett

0

·
ne day at lunch, the Freestylers
the caf
around
were sittin'
Now, as we all know,
flowing.
whenever this group gets together to
flow, the topic of going to U.M. always
with three
comes up. Unfortunately,
out of the four Freestylers graduating
this June, they realized that very soon,
they will not be able to visit 57th
Street everyday like they do now. Neil
broke it down:

onwordswithnodivision
performed
Poeticprecision
thatyourdissin'is simplybasedoncontradiction
Myconviction's
ol rhetoricthroughyourlyricalembezzlement
lgnorin'etiquette
takeanyrhymeyoukickandbetterit
in perfection,
Embedded
to a stateol mentaldominance
yousub-conscience
Entice
I let truthtakeprominence
Followthroughonmypromises,
Januaryto December
sinceyoucan'tremember,
Beenbombin'
Longalterthebattle'sover,I leaveyousulkingin surrender.
Photos by Bobby Stokes

U.M.Y'ALL.
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1323 E. 57th Street • (773) 363-0070
Market open 8 a.m.- 11 p.m.
Deli open 11:30 a.m.- 6 p.m.

"We tried to make Renaissanceless about teenage angst and more about the fantasy
each writer has created. Sci-fistories, surreal and sensuous poetry and a comedy
about the Medicigive each piece a writer's personal touch."
-Sophomore J.A. Redfield, Renaissanceliterature board editor

•

in
LI-Highlights to offer
week-by-week review
A chronological, week-by-week review of the school year will provide a new
feature in the 2000 U-Highlights, according to Editors-in-Chief Natalie Bump,
Darlyn Pirakitikulr and Nirav Shah, all seniors.
A section titled "Chronicle," opening the book, will combine the usual Student
Life, Academics and Organizations sections.
"It's a very complex yearbook to put together," Natalie said, "but we're pretty
much on schedule. We expect to be working through early July."
When the yearbook arrives next fall, 2000 graduates will be mailed letters explained how to pick up their copies at school or get them mailed.
For the first time in many years, the yearbook staff includes an artist making
major contributions: Junior Scott Bernstein is designing the cover and divider
spread art using computer graphics.
"The cover is really unique," Darlyn said. "We' re keeping it a secret along with
the theme."
Photographers from Ms. Liese Rickett' s Photojournalism classes have provided
an estimated several thousand prints of school events and life.
"We' re trying to cover literally everything that happened this school year and
hope to offer something for everyone in our yearbook," Nirav said.

SMILINGCOUNTENANCESreflect joy
of Renaissancestaff members as they
get their first look at page proofs of
the 2000 edition. From left are Walker
Thisted, editor-in-chief;
Jessica

Photo by Jeremy Chavis
Siegler, senior editor; Catherine
Schoeder, staff member; Chloe
Connelly,editor; and LillianKass,editor-in-chief.

Renaissance section
celebrates Millennium
~yShilpaRupa_n_i
____________
Midway reporter

~
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tudent quotes running through
spreads of art will bring the Millennium into this year's Renaissance, the art and literary magazine.
It will be distributed either next week
or after school resumes in September.
If a fall delivery occurs, seniors likely
would be mailed their copies.
In 64 pages, Renaissance will offer 20
pieces of literature, nine photographs,
39 pieces of art and a cover combining
computer and student art. It was designed by Seniors Jonah SchulhoferWohl and Lillian Kass and features art
by Junior Enrique Lomnitz.
"I think that this year the C.D., literature and the art are all really strong,"
said Lillian, art and production and literature editor-in-chief.
"They can stand alone as great separate pieces but when they are put together, they form an incredible magazine. All the pieces work together. We
have science fiction stories which is
new. We also have sad poetry and humorous poetry."
With 13 pieces of poetry and seven

short stories, Renaissance has almost
doubled the poetry of last year's edition, according to Foreign Language
Teacher Steve Farver, literary adviser.
According to Art Teacher Joan
Koblick, art and production adviser,
visual art also doubled this year.
"I really like the increase in visual art
this year," she said. "It was really hard
to choose which art we wanted. There
were about 200 pieces of art submitted
and we chose about a quarter of them.
"There is one color piece in the magazine. It is entitled 'Michigan' and it is
a painted 3-D construction by Anna
Bloom."
Scattered throughout the magazine,
students quotes about the Millennium
will enhance art spi;:eads.
"We wanted something special for the
year 2000," Lillian said. "So we decided to split up the galleries and make
spreads ofart out of them. The art doesn't
necessarily pertain to the Millennium
but the quotes tie them all together."
Renaissance also will offer a 15-track
C.D. of music and spoken word by UHighers advised by Music Teacher
Dominic Piane.

Magazine spotlights faculty
Chicago history and the art of teaching are among the topics addressed in this
year's edition of the faculty journal, Nota Bene, distributed early this month.
This is the second year the magazine has been published after several years'
absence. It is being designed and edited by Photography and Photojournalism
Teacher Liese Ricketts.
Authors include African-American History Teacher Charles Branham on the
black founding father of Chicago, the entrepreneur Jean Baptiste Pointe DuSable,
and Math Teacher Paul Gunty on the art of teaching. Community Learning Coordinator Lucy Gomez provides a photo portfolio of views taken in 1989 at a
boys' and girls' club where she worked.
The issue is dedicated to the late Lower School Teacher Mary Williams and
includes "Mary's Ten Commandments."
"To work on Nota Bene brings me great joy," Ms. Ricketts said. "It affords me
a positive view for collaboration with my colleagues and a creative way to give
back to the school."
And for those who wonder what Nota Bene means, it is Italian for "to mark
well, observe carefully."
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Other
editorsin-chief

Editorsin-chief or
the equivalent of Renaissance
not previously mentioned are
as follows:
ART AND
PRODUCTION-Editors-in-chief:
Seniors

25.

In the figure above, what is the greatest number of
non overlapping regions into which the shaded region
can be divided with exactly two straight lines?
(A) 6 (B) 5 (C) 4 (D) 3 (E) 2

Can you solve the SAT problem above
m less than 15 seconds?

J o n a h
SchulhoferWohl; Sopho more Walker
Thistead.

MUSICHead: Senior
J o n a h
Schulhofer
Wohl .

-

LITERATURE-Editors-in-chief:
Senior
Arie ll e Levin
Becker; Junior Hannah
Garber-Paul.

Learnhowat oneof our FREE
SAT/ACTstrategysessions:
Lincoln Park-The Princeton Review
Wednesday
May 31
Wednesday
Junel4
Thursday
July 13
7:00-8:30PM

University of Chicago
Monday
May 22
Tuesday
Sept5
7:00- 8:30PM

Photoby Dan Hoffman
GETTING INTO the "Cheesy-ness" of a
great Edwardo's pizza, Niko Koppel enjoys the delectable treat any U-Higher
can enjoy anytime with just a short walk
down to 57th street.
Get into the
cheese!

all-natural
fresh
mozzarella
cheese!
That'sthe key
to Edwardo's
awardwinningpizza!
Ourtasty
crust,so hot,
so crunchy,
is the best
in town.
(Don'tforget.
Wegot
great
cookies,too!)

EDWARDO'S
NATURAL
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Space is limited. Call today to reser\le your spot!
l-800-2REVIEW
www.review.com

1321 E. 57th St. • (773) 241-7960
Open Monday through Thursday 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

"Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
..."
-Senior CharlesSimmons

Brief-ly
Stories, poems win honors
Senior Logan McBride has won 1st-place honors in the high school fiction category of the
Harper Court Arts Council's creative writing
contest. Junior Greg Kohlhagen took 1st place
in the poetry division and Junior Michael
Johnson 2nd place.
Junior Emily Roberts has a poem included in a
new anthology published by Quill Books, "A
Time To Be Free ."
• VICTORS-There weren't many surprises in
the student government election April 28 as can didates for many offices, including Student
Council and Cultural Union presidencies, went
unopposed. Winners, opposed and unopposed,
were as follows:
STUDENT COUNCIL-President,
Michelle
Krohn-Friedson; vice president, Liz Rhodes;
treasurer, Robert Cantwell; secretary, Jeremy
Schmidt.
CULTURAL UNION-President,
Tiffany
Northrop; treasurer, Erica Pilcher .
NEXT YEAR'S SENIOR CLASS-President, Amy
Gorun; treasurer, Katie Tull y; political representative, Apoorva Chawla: C.U. representatives, Mike Drew and Sola Oni.
NEXT YEAR'S JUNIOR CLASS-President, Sam
Firke; treasurer, Emma Barber; political representative, Caitlin Geary; C.U. representa tives, Chris Amos, and Victoria Carr.
NEXT YEAR'S SOPHOMORE CLASS-President,
Russell Kohn: treasurer, Sahil Anand: politica l
representative, Ryan Sturgill; C.U. representatives, Keir Harris and Zach Levin .

• TWO TO COME TO-Juniors Greg Kohlhagen and Lisa Lapoint will be the people for
CT-Highersto come next year for help in mediating conflicts with other students, administrators
and faculty members. They were chosen next
year's Ombudsmen by this year's, Seniors Arielle
Levin Becker and David Scheinfeld, and the faculty steering committee. Each of eight applicants
submitted an essay on his or her qualifications
and faculty recommendations .
• NEW POSITIONS-One change in position
for a Lab Schools administrative staff member
has been aimounced and a new administrative
position has been announced.

Mr. Tony Wilson, director of facilities, will now
serve as director of facilities and security. In his
two years as facilities director, Mr. Wilson has
won wide praise, including a High School faculty commendation.
The new position will be High School dean of
students and faculty . The dean will refine the
advisory program , oversee discipline, coordinate
retreats, work with the principal on educational
concerns and oversee the assistant to the principal for student activities, according to the
Director's Bulletin May 4.
• GUEST OF HONOR-With a lavish Oriental
buffet, words of praise and a gift of an executive
carrying case, Principal Hanna Goldschmidt
was honored by the High School faculty at a party
May 3 at Cantonesia restaurant in Chinatown.
Ms. Goldschmidt will be concluding six years
as principal. Next year she will resume work as
a math teacher, in the Middle School.
A dinner party May 24 at the Athena restaurant
in Greek Town honored Lower School Teacher
Vickie Kamberos, retiring after 35 years. Ms .
Kamberos is a 1960 U-High graduate. A dinner
party the next evening at the home of Middle
School Teacher Bob Kass honored Middle School
Teacher Jeff Benson.
All retiring faculty members will be honored at
a party sponsored by the faculty social committee at 3 o'clock this afternoon.

..

• CONVENTIONEERS-Returning from the Na-

tional Service Conference March 30-31 in Providence, Rhode Island, four Peer Leaders learned
about programs they hope to implement at U-High.
Sponsored by the National Youth Leadership
Council, the National Service Conference attracts more then 2,500 students each year. UHighers have attended the conference for the past
seven years . Empty Bowls project and service
site ambassadors w ere among the ideas that
originated at the conference .
The U-Highers participated in workshops and
heard speak ers including Howard Zinn, author
of "The People's History of the United States. "
They also presented a workshop on U-High's
Community Service program.

Thetru~~Dish!
Yes, Gino
East'spizza
is the pride
of Chicago.
Delectable
cheese, tasty
tomato and
your choice
of ingredients
hot inside that
crusty,chewy
crust. One
slice of pizza is
big enough to
share with a
friend!*

"The conference was wonderful because it allowed us to
learn about other programs and
gave us ideas to improve our
program/' said Community
Learning Coordinator Lucy
Gomez. "It allowed us to re charge our batteries."
Photoby Bobby Stokes
Peer Leaders who participated
included
Sam Biederman,
Kelsey Harden, Hannah Lantos
and Katie Spielberger .
GRILLED HOT DOGS, hamburgers and brats
• SPOTLIGHTED-A Chitempted seniors who arrived for their campoutMay
cago Tribune feature May 23 is
4. Basketball and other games consumed afterSophomore Rishi Bhat' s latest
dining energy and then everyone settled down for
claim to fame . Cameras, both
video and flash, from media in- an overnight of class camaraderie as graduation
cluding
CBS-TV's "Good
neared. It was all too much for Charles Simmons,
Morning, America;" CNN,
oblivious to the morning sun in a hammock strung
CNBC and Business Week
up outside Sunny Gym.
magazine were evident in
and around school last month as features were
ordinator on duty and receive an identification
badge .
prepared on U-High' stop computer entrepeneur.
University or school employees without badges
Rishi, 15, has made more than a million dollars in earnings from the sales of software he d~:. must sign in and receive a similar I.D.
Mr. Michael Cephus has assumed the post of
signed proteding the confidentiality of internet
safety coordinator in the Kenwood Mall lobby.
users. The software originally was created by a
• CONNECTED-More than 700 people turned
company started by Rishi and fellow Sophomore
out for the Parents' Association "Connections"
Antonio Guillen.
benefit Feb. 26 at the Museum of Science and
On the Channel 7 news Sunday morning, April
Industry. The event made more than $225,000.
9, Rishi was interviewed by Lower School
The "Cows on Parade" project brought in more
Teacher Lisa Washington, who serves as an eduthan $17,000. Proceeds will benefit the school's
cational expert for the station, WLS-TV.
• MAROON HOSPITALITY-Twelve CT-High- campaign to expand and improve its athletic
complex.
ers served as hosts last month to exchange stu• LASTING GIFTS-The late Lower School
dents from Germany. G>nehighlight of the visit
Teacher Ida DePencier, who died in November,
came with a walking tour April 7 of Chicago ar1998, at the age of 105, has left the Lab Schools
chitectural landmarks .
Hosts and guests, in that order, were as follows : $40,000 for a professional development fund,
which will generate about $2,000 in faculty grants
Rishi Bhat, Matthias Brendle; Emily Dorman,
a year. She also left $15,000 to benefit the teachAnna Ziegler; Baker Gregory, Fleix Lechler;
ing of geography, one of her specialties .
Ashleigh Gunty, Martina
Schmitt;
Lisa
Jacobson, Thomas Schachtner;
Timothy
• FIRST STEP-Strategic planning meetings
Laumann, Wolf Van Rotberg:
Alison Leff,
sponsored by the Lab Schools Board moved forMariko Winkler; Lauren May, Tanja Danie;
ward the afternoon and evening of April 11 with
Martin McCullagh, Phlipp Stute; Drew Pippin,
a faculty conference led by Ms. Rusty Hellman,
Philipp Frin t rop; Katherine
Spielberger,
organizational development training consultant
Sebastian
Schroer;
Mike
Stern,
Igor
at the University. Other strategic planning project
Gilitschenski.
meetings involved Board members, administraThree other visitors stayed with the families of
tors, faculty, staff and parents.
Middle
Schoolers . They were
Joshua
At a followup meeting April 25 representatives
Donalies, Rita Heeb and Philipp Roth .
of all the groups met to summarize the discussions and consider how to improve the Schools'
• BADGE OF HONOR-Visitor's badges began showing up May 15 as the school initiated a mission statement. Responses will be forwarded
policy where people entering from 59th Street or to the Board for its consideration, Ms. Hellman
Kenwood Mall must sign in with the safety co- explained in a letter to the faculty.

The morning after

She was here before the Midway
(continuedfrom centerspread)
ished and done with," Mrs . Himmel
said.
In the early 1920s, Hyde Park was not
as diversified an area, Mrs. Himmel recalled. Itwasanuppermiddleclass community with a high Jewish population.
"Where people really differed was
how much money they had," Mrs.
Himmel observed. "I remember on
Greenwood Avenue, there would be a
lot of us walking to school, and some
of the wealthier students would pass
by in their chauffeured cars. Sometimes, if they had extra room, they'
would stop and give us a ride," she
said.

The Midway's predecessor, the DHigh Daily, was the school newspaper
when Mrs. Himmel attended U-High.
She doesn't remember much about it
but she does remember the school's
yearbook at the time.
"It was called the Correlator," Mrs.
Himmel said. "People liked the yearbook mostly to get autographs from
their classmates and to see who could
get the most autographs. None of us
really cared about the photos."
Her Correlator photos reveal Mrs.
Himmel has retained the sparkle in her
eyes over the years. And her memories
of U-High before there was a U-High
Midway, well, they sparkle, too.

Shareyourmind,
Shareyourthoughts
I

Photoby Greg Kohlhagen

T'S THE TRUTH! Gino East's
deep dish pizza is the legend
of Chicago.
Brian Weiss digs
right into an extra large slice
of that unequalled, delectable
treat famous the world over!

633 N. Wells • (312) 943-1124
Open Sunday through Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

We're lookingfor 13-15 year old girls
with minorityvoicesto participate
in a documentaryfilm about and for girls
that will explore the challenges and triumphs
of growing u p female
in modern-day America.

For more information
or if you are interested
in being considered for the film,please contact
BriiettaHall@ Metta Productions,Inc.

773-528-5342

"The play went very well. Although getting rained out on Thursday was
a disappointment at first, the indoor rehearsal that night really helped
strengthen the show. And although it was very cold Friday, we had a
full house and the audience seemed to love it."

-Senior SarahGeis,Ritesof Mayplayassistantdirector

Festival cheer reigns
over rain, then cold

R

ain Thursday night drowned the opening of the
Rites of May, Thursday-Saturday, May 18-20, and
threatened to freeze the audience at the delayed
opening night Friday of the spring production, "A Grimmer Celebration. But the elements proved no match for
the fun roused by the annual Festival or the laughs inspired by the much-praised parade of fairy tales brightly
presented with an original script and score and visually punctuated by vivid costumes and settings. The International Festival Saturday afternoon brought out
Lower and Middle Schoolers for hours of fun and plenty
of exotic dining choices. Once again, the Festival provided a memorable community occasion.
11

RAPUNZELLETSDOWN her hair (not quite
as it usually is depicted) in a hilarious scene
with Corey Palmer as the long-tressed

Photoby Betsy Kalven
blonde, LisaJacobson as the Witch and Ross
Knorr as the Prince.

Photoby Dan Hoffman
AS USUAL,the food booths run by various school organizations
drew big crowds. Neha Shaw and George Yamauchi-Wied share
a slice of watermelon from Student Council's concession.

Photosby
Katie Shapiro
"GRIMMER"
FACES,from top
left: Julia Halpern, Sheila Carrasco, Chris Perez, Daniel Levin
Becker, Aaron
Rosenberg,
among the much
-acclaimed ensemble cast.

Photo by Betsy Kalven

Photo by Katie Shapiro

Photoby Betsy Kalven

"THETHREELITTLEPIGS"as Disney never imagined

AND THENthere was Student
Council 1s watermelon eating
contest, which made a big
splash. Alex Topala digs in. Jules
Federle and Middle Schooler
Lauren Shevell won this round.

THE BOWLING BOOTH got
every bit of Lower Schooler
Sam Deustua's concentration.
He even attracted an admiring
crowd. Games drew the kids
all night long.

it featured Jordan Booth rendering "The Ballad of
the Big Bad Wolf," which he portrayed. He huffed
and he puffed and he...well, you know the rest of
the story. Sam Gilman, Sheila Carrasco and other
cast members collaborated on the score.

Midway alumni make mark in journalism
(continuedfrom centerspread)
fession that you don't make any money at, I have
"I have great memories of the Midway," Ms . enjoyed it.
Grossman reflected . "It was one of the main classes "I have about 30 million memories from the Midway.
at Lab where I think I still use what I learned today. I think the best that I have is in my senior year in
It taught me to always work really hard and think
1975 when I had a class of two people, Paul Sagan
clearly and look at things with a skeptical eye.
and myself, but we learned a lot and had a lot of fun."
"I remember I had to write a story on the V.A. HosMr. Sagan, '77 graduate and coeditor-in-chief with
pital in Hines, Ill., and I had never gone anywhere
Mr. Chris Scott, '77, who also went on to a journaloutside of U-High to report. I went and interviewed,
ism career in both print and broadcast media, was
came back and was asked if I had gotten the story. already a working journalist while on the Midway;
That really made me focus on what I was doing and he did his May Project at Channel 2.
taught me how to make a story . There were always
After beginning newscast producing in Los Angereally high standards that are helpful to me to this les, he became nationally famous for his quality CBSday."
TV newscasts in New York City, went on to pioneer
Mr. David Sorter, editor of the daily Richardson reporter-as-camera-person journalism on New York
News in Texas, was sports editor of the Midway and 1 there for Time-Warner and now is involved in a
a columnist.
high-profile internet venture.
At Knox College in downstate Galesburg he became
A familiar face closer to Chicago, Mr. Alan
editor-in-chief of the newspaper his sophomore year . Heymann, '93, is a popular T.V.reporter and air per"I learned a lot of lessons in reporting, word usage, sonality at the CBS station in Springfield.
correctness and gained a lot of knowledge on Ian"I really started out as a photographer,"
Mr.
guage," Mr. Sorter said.
Heymann said. "It wasn't until my junior year that I
"I remember our December '74 issue. I still have my joined the Midway staff. It taught me basic writing
bound volume and we had a four-page sports sec- and I became editor my senior year.
tion. Learning on the Midway got me into journal"I really had to learn quickly; I wasn't like most of
ism as a career for a lifetime. Even though it's a pro- the others who had years of experience on the Mid-

way. I learned a lot. You learn to examine the world
around you. You learn to think like a reporter, critically, and you don't just ask questions and accept the
answer because it's the response. You keep questioning.
"We had late deadlines and I lived in Indiana so I
would always end up staying out late for the paper.
It was an incredible experience. It was very demanding and it was a ha rd class where nothing short of
perfection was accepted .
"Mr. Brasler would say things like, 'Take this stuff
off my desk and bring me copy.' It can be hard for a
15-year-old to take but it's real and it teaches you
about life and the real world."
(Editor's note: Among other Midway alunmi in journalism and
associated fields are Susan Evans, '83, associate producer of 60
Minutes II and Carol Marin's Channel 2 evening newscast;
Sebastian Rotella, '80, Los Ange les Times bureau chief in Buenos
Aires, Argentina; Samara Kalle, '86, Madison, Wisc., journalist;
Bob Katzman, '68, magazine sales entrepeneur and writer; Amity Schlaes, '78, Wall Street Journal; George Anders, '74, Wall
Street Journal; Kate Davey, '81 editor; Monica Davey, '82, Chicago Tribune reporter; Charles Pekow, '75, Washington, D.C. ,
journalist; Matt Gerow, '80, West Coast editor and designer;
Delia Pitts, '68, international
writer; Ma tt Scheuerman, '86 ,
freelance writer; Billy Wimsatt, '90, writer on contemporary society and community activist; and Adam Simon, '80, filmmaker.
(Many other prominent journalists are U-High graduates, including some who did not work on the Midway).

"We've won everything and there's nothing left
except State. We just have to continue playing well and have fun."

-Junior RobbieWilloughby
I

•

Undefeated
tennismen send
five to State

Field of
frustration

• Baseballers drop ball,
share ISL championship

~Y..JulesFederle
Midway reporter
he look of defeat and embarrassment remained
in their eyes well into the long van ride back to
school. Some joked about the loss, some cursed
the opponents in anger, some just sat and stared
blankly out the window, realizing they had just played
their final game of baseball for U-High.
On May 22 the Maroons played their final game, suffering a demoralizing 15-5 loss to Morgan Park Academy. At 13-7 (9-2 ISL) a win would have brought the
Maroons an uncontested ISL championship. Instead,
the Maroons now have to share the league title with
North Side rival Latin.
"That loss was inexcusable," said Freshman Nick
Pagoria, centerfielder. "We came expecting an easy
win. When we played them May 3 we killed them 92. On the ride down we were joking around and
laughing; we didn't focus. Baseball is a mental game
and if you don't focus you're bound to lose, but that
was not a game we should have lost."
Despite an uplifting 7-6 Regional win over Hales
Franciscan, the Maroons had still lost three of four
games and a 7-0 Regional loss to Evergreen Park all
within two weeks of the loss to MPA.
"We went into the game against Walther Lutheran
with our heads down because of our loss to Latin,"
said Sophomore Josh Levine, second baseman.
"You're not gonna win baseball games with that mentality, you need to go into games ready to win."
Now, forced to share the title with Latin, the Maroons are especially bitter towards their loss to MPA.
"The game against MPA was frustrating," said Junior Sim Khalidi, third baseman. "We weren't focused,
we didn't come to play, the leaders on our team just
didn't step up. Losses are especially hard when we
make errors and take ourselves out of the game."
"It was a culmination of our poor performance and
the awful officiating which led to me being ejected,"
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A KEY MEMBERof the baseball squad, newcomer
John Oxtoby slides safely into third during a 9-2
win over MPA May 3, at Washington Park

continued Sim, who while pitching in the sixth inning
was ejected for questioning a call by the plate umpire
on a 3-0 pitch. "I didn't think blue was calling a fair
game. I felt obligated to say something about it. The
strike zone fluctuated throughout the entire game. He
just did an overall awful job."
Despite losing the season closer, Coach Jack Taylor
remained enthusiastic.
"It was a disappointing.way to end our season," said
Coach Taylor who has fed the team to an ISL title in
each of his five years as coach. "To be honest, at the
beginning of this season I had my doubts about this
team. Originally the team wasn't very mature, but
once the season kicked into gear the team pulled together. The guys surprised me in how well they did.
I'm not disappointed in the season and the guys
shouldn't be either."
J.V. came away with a 8-5 record.
"This year we lost some very close games," said
Freshman Michael Chandler, pitcher. "We would lose
focus in the middle of the game and all of a sudden
the team who we were beating by three runs would
now be beating us by three runs. I think we'll definitely know what to expect in the ISL next year and
we'll be better prepared for our competition."
think we were a little cocky and it showed us we
needed to work for the title. Going into the second game, we knew we had to play our best ev- ·
ery time out, so to learn from the first game and
put it to use in the second game was awesome .
Sure, we had a little luck, but all the pieces really
came into place for the second game."
Capping off one of the best girls' soccer seasons
ever at U-High, the squad cruised by Immaculate
Heart of Mary 5-1 May 18 on the Midway in their
first Regional game. An ominous draw of the
state's number two team in Lyons Township ended
the girls' run.
Despite the 7-1 loss, the girls had looked to the
game for a chance to leave everything on the field.
1 don't think we were expecting to win simply
because they' re one of the top teams in the state
and we're a school with an invisible sports presence," Annie said .
"We just wanted to play for fun, knock some
people over, maybe get a few cards, but mainly
just show em that we're here to play. We wanted
to make them earn their goals."
After losing their entire defense to graduation last
year, the Maroons felt sketchy on whether they
could compete this year, but instead recorded the
best league finish ever.
"Our doubts didn't necessarily hurt us, because
after the second or third game and we were blowing people out, we realized we had what it took,"
Annie commented. "All the newcomers really
stepped up, especially Sophomore Adia Bey. She
knew what she had to do as a defender and wasn't
intimidated by anyone in the league and actually
outperformed most of the opponents.
Next year is the same as this year. Everybody's
like 0h no, we're losing all of the seniors,' which
is true, but we have so much young talent that if
they can step up like this year, we might have another shot at the title."
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1

Photo by Claire Stewart
BOWLING OVER a Raider defender and goalie
on the Midway, Midfielder Hannah Levine and the
Maroons cruised by North Shore 3-1 May 5.

Soccer girls
take 1st title
_!JyMike Lamb
Sports editor
Bouncing back from an early frustration in finishing games and a grueling 2-1 home loss May 2
to conference rival Latin, the girls' varsity soccer
team clinched its first ever Independent School
League title and added a first round Regional win.
Just one week after the Latin loss, the 15-4-1 (111 ISL) Maroons came back strong and dominated
the Romans 2-0 on the road.
"It was just sweetness," said Senior Midfielder
Hannah Levine, cocaptain with Senior Forward
Stephanie Lentz and Junior Goalie Annie Padrid.
"The first game I think taught us a lesson in that I
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"We just wanted to play for fun,
knock some people over maybe
get a few cards, but mainly just
show 'em that we're here to play."
-Junior Annie Padrid

~Y.Mike Lamb
Sports editor
With an undefeated regular season, an Independent
School League title and two Invitational crowns already under their belts, the 17-0 (6-0 ISL) varsity
tennismen added another feat in getting five players
to last weekend's State Tournament.
A 4th-place in the singles bracket advanced Junior
Robbie Willoughby past Sectionals May 20. The pair
of Junior Kian Dowlatshahi and Sophomore Kalyan
Gorantla beat Seniors George Wied and Bobby Stokes
in the 3rd-place match, as both teams moved to State,
which took place after Midway deadline.
Wrapping up the ISL season with a win at the ISL
meet May 12-13, the Maroons repeated last year's
league title.
After rolling through the meager ISL, the Maroons
made their presence felt at the citywide Marist Invitational May 5. Finishing in a tie for 7th of 32 teams
netted the squad its best showing ever at Marist.
"We' re very pleased with this year," said Mr. Larry
Mcfarlane, coach with Mr. Gerold Hanek. "We accomplished every goal we set out. Marist was the
highlight of the season. Everybody got the job done
and it showed us we could play with the big guys."
With the confidence of these regular season successes, the State-bound five looked to up last year's
40th place.
"Everybody has been talking about it so it's definitely been on our minds," Robbie said. We've won
everything until now and there's nothing left except
State. We just have to play well and have fun."
Despite such confidence, Coach McFarlane conceded that the Maroons' inexperience and the luck
of the draw might prevent solid State showings.
"State is all about the draw," he commented. You
could get lucky and play a low qualifier or play one
of the best. A lot of teams get only a few points, so a
first round win could jump us 30 or 40 places easy.
We're sending four guys to State who've never gone
before, so it's all about whether they come to play or
not. We've prepared as much as we can so now it's
just up to them."
11
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When the school
just walked away
FOR BETTER OR WORSE, Mr. Ron Presley will never be
back at U-High.
Mr. Presley, who was boys' varsity basketball coach, left
school in January after a student reported sexual contact
with him. A monthlong police investigation led to charges
and an arrest. The boy's family later decided not to pursue the case so he would not have to endure a trial.
To inform the community, Lab Schools Director Lucinda
Lee Katz issued two statements explaining that a teacher
had been charged and how the school was responding and
later that the charges had been dropped and the teacher
had resigned. Shortly after
the arrest was made, Counselor Bob Bachand spoke
with the boys' varsity basketball team and said anyk
one who wanted to talk to
1 e
counselors was welcome to.
amb
And that was that; no one
was told what was happening to Mr. Presley as the school tred carefully arouna legalities and issues of privacy. It was like the man had disappeared or never existed.
But his players still really cared about him. A few called
him and, the day the charges were dropped, several players went to his home to visit him. They also had tried to
visit him after the sports banquet, but he wasn't home.
Though the premise of letting students come to adults if
they felt the need to talk might seem appropriate, the fact
is it's unreasonable for a school to expect students to initiate such conversations. A school can't just say, "Deal with
it but we're here if you need us." If a forum would have
been created where time was set aside for discussion and
where the topic was actually confronted, students could
have been more open with their feelings, instead of keeping them bottled up.
A school's job is to educate, but in this instance how much
education took place is questionable. Few people ever
knew where the case stood, despite the letters. And without any closure to the issue for Mr. Presley, the boy involved, or the community as a whole, there still isn't an
end to the story.
Offering means of helping those students who didn't feel
comfortable intiating conversations should've been the
goal. The school's "deal with it" policy didn't do what a
school should do. In reality, the students were left to deal
with it on their own.
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"Comingtogether and becoming a family
is the best part of sports."

-SophomoreJosh Levine

ALL IN THE FAMILY

Sports
Br1·efs

Levi_nesrule

U-H1gh sports

~yMike Lamb
Sports editor
ver since they can remember,
the outwardly
confident
Levine trio of Hannah, a senior;
Josh, a sophomore; and Becky, a freshman, have been involved in sports.
"I can't imagine my life without
sports/' said Josh, who wants to play
Division III baseball in college. "I've
never just gone home. I play baseball
in the summer and three sports during
the year. They' re like second nature;
I've come to rely on them."
While Josh has played varsity baseball
since freshman year and played soccer
and basketball both years, Becky has
already made her presence felt in just
her first year running, with a 31st-place
finish at the State cross country meet
and a Sectional win May 13.
"I've always loved sports/' said Becky,
who wants to be All-State and then
hopefully top five by the end of high
schoot according to Hannah.
"I always liked the fun sports like
soccer and swimming and I think I'm
beginning to love running to, but it's a
lot of work. Anna Bloom has really
helped me and I owe a lot to her this
year. Since she's a senior, she has
shown me the ropes of running. I was
thinking of doing soccer this spring, but
I decided to continue running, partly
because I didn't want to have to live
up to what Hannah's doing now."
And then there's Hannah, who was
recently featured in the Sun-Times

• SPRING SURPRISES-Winners of Coaches
Awards for oustanding achievement and
contributions to baseball, girls' soccer, boys'
tennis and boys' and girls' track teams will
be revealed at the Spring Sports Banquet 5
p.m. Thursday in the cafeteria. A buffet dinner catered by Pizza Capri will precede the
awards ceremony, which also will recognize
other honors spring team members have received.
• FULL SAIL AHEAD-Competing
with 16
other teams, the U-High Sailing Team won
the Midwestern Icebreaker reatta April 2. Senior Billy Davis and Junior Lisa Ezaki placed
1st in B fleet and Senior Josh Jackson and
Freshman Emily Cronin-Furman placed 5th
in A fleet.
• OFF THE BEATEN PATH-Six Lab Schools
faculty members and two parents participated in a Southern Illinois relay race April
29 involving 80 miles extending
from the
Mississippi River east to the Ohio River. Each
participant ran between 8-1 I 2 and 11 miles,
with the team running time totalling about
11 hours. The "Lab Rats" were among an
estimated 250 teams of eight runners participating, driving the route to the next spot
while the runner ran. Faculty members included Ms. Karen Duncan, Mr. Paul Gunty,
Ms. Nancy Johnson, Ms. Peggy Doyle and
Mr. Spike Wilson and the parents were Mr.
Jim Drew and Mr. Ed Ernst.
• GYM DANDY-Work inside the new Kovler
Gym is proceeding as planned and application of limestone to the exterior also is on
schedule toward a fall dedication.
The ceremony is planned for 4 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 10.
The school's $5 million campaign to finance
athletic complex construction and improvements is moving closer to its goal, with $4. 75
million raised so far.
Improvements
to Sunny Gym, Jackman
Field and related existing athletic facilities
are expected to be completed in the fall.
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THE LEVINES-Becky,Joshand Hannah.
"The thing about sports is that all your
with fellow captain and the team's
anger and frustration, everything, you
goalie, Junior Annie Padrid.
Hannah has always played the big sis- can let out on the field. Sports let you
ter role and even now she talks for both vent everything that's been built up in
Josh and Becky. As a four-year varsity you and leave it all on the field. If I
soccer player and three-year swimmer, didn't have sports, I would explode."
Team camaraderie and working
Hannah has elevated her game enough
to play for Cornell University this fall, through ups and downs represent the
but not before her siblings had gotten best parts of sports, the Levines believe.
"Coming together and becoming a
the best of her.
family is the best part of sports/' Josh said.
"I was mainly a swimmer, so I didn't
start to play soccer seriously until both ''When you're ona team, the guys are your
Josh and Becky were better than me life. You'rewiththemonandoffthe field."
Agreed Hannah, "When we beat Latin
and I couldn't have that," Hannah said.
"I always want to be the best in every- this year after losing the first time, it
thing I do. I worked and worked so I was so awesome. We had worked so
could be better than them. I'm ex- hard and put so much into it as a team,
tremely competitive and I hate to lose, that it was that much sweeter. That's
so I'll run over anyone or anything that when you look back and say-that's
what s orts are all about."
gets in my way of winning.

Track puts foot in State

!lY.Zach

Frey

Midway reporter
Sending a runner each to their State
meets in Charleston, the boys' and
girls' track squads surmounted setbacks.
After qualifying in Sectionals May 13
at Lisle, Freshman Becky Levine placed
21st in the 1600-meter run at State May
19-20. Becky and three other runners
almost qualified the 3200-meter relay
team as well.
"I had a pretty good season, and so
did the rest of the team," said Becky of
the girls' team. "But we were a little
disappointed because our relay team
didn't qualify for State."
Just three days before Sectionals, the
girls chose not to finish the ISL Conference meet, which had been postponed
from May 9 until May 10 at Lake Forest Academy.
"We didn't go back because I didn't
want the team to be tired for Saturday's
Sectionals," Coach Marty Billingsley

explained. "I thought we had shots at
sending our tw-mile relay team to State,
as well as a couple of individuals. Even
though not all of those shots came
through, I'm glad we didn't go."
The boys, who placed 2nd in the ISL
meet, had fewer runners than usual
most of the season due to injuries.
"We had a lot of injuries that prevented some runners from running or
doing as well as they otherwise could,"
Senior Jon Phillippe said. Jon ran the
ISL meet with healing stress fractures,
mistakingly reported last issue as shin
splints. "We couldn't have won the ISL
meet, we just didn't have enough
people. Numberwisewecouldn'thave
gotten that many points."
Despite their injuries and small team,
the boys had several top six finishes at
Sectionals May 20, qualifying Senior
Sandy Craig for State in the 3200-meter
run last weekend.
The Midway went to press before
State competition was completed.

Kee~ing Score
U-High score precedes opponent's; varsity game
reported first followed by j. v. in parentheses.

BASEBALL
Elgin Academy, April 22, avvay, doubleheader:
15-5, 13-10 (13-3, 25-1); Parker, April 28, away:
13-9 ; North Shore, April 29 , away: Varsity
doub leheader, 16-4, 6-5 ; Morgan Park Academy, May 3, home : 9-2; Latin, May 5, away: 910 (10-12); Walther Lutheran, May 6, away,
doubleheader: 3-7, 2-9 (11-0 , 9-6); Regionals:
Hales Franciscan, May 16, home: 4-3, Evergreen Park, May 18, away: 0-7; Morgan Park
Academy, May 22, away: 5-15.

GIRLS'SOCCER
Parker, April 25, home: 5-0; Woodlands, April
28, away: 5-0; Latin, May 2, home: 1-2 (l -1);
Morton, May 4, away : 1-1; North Shore, May
5, home: 3-1 (1-1); Lake Forest Academy, May
9, home: 4-0 (6-0); Latin, May 10, away: 2-0
Elgin Academy, May 12 , home: 4-0 (4-0);
Mother Guerin, May 16, away: 7-1; Cristo Rey,
May 16, away: (l-0); Regionals, Immaculate
Heart of Mary, May 19, home: 5-1, Lyons, May
23, away: 1-7.

BOYS'TENNIS
Lockport Invitational, vars ity only, April 22: 1st
of 7; Marion Invitational, j .v . only, April 22:
Taken off schedule; North Shore, April 25,
home: 5-0; Latin, April 26 , home: 4-1 (3-2);
Parker, April 28, away: 3-2 (5-0); Fenwick, May
2, varsity away and j .v home: 6-1 (6-1); Marist
Tournament, varsity only, May 5-6: 7th of 32;
Morgan Park Academy, May 9, away: 3-2; St.
Ignatius, May 11, home: 5-0 (4-1); ISL Conference Touranment, May 12- 13, Waveland
Courts: 1st of 7; Brother Rice, May 15, away: 50 (4-1); Sectionals, May 20, Lyons Township:
2nd.

COED TRACK
Ridgewood, April 22, away: (1st placers: High
jump, Jessie Sklarsky; 3200m, Becky Levine;
distance medley relay, team of Shelly Carr, Ian
Cummins, Elisabeth Muller , Sandy Craig; mile,
team of Sandy Craig, Ian Cummins, Becky
Levine, Elisabeth Muller; 1600m medley relay,
team of Gabby McCoy, Patrick Chiu, Becky
Levine, Sandy Craig); ISL Conference, May 910, away: Girls 4th, boys 2nd.

·Hyde Park Tennis

at
Bally Sports Club
• Summer tennis lessons
for Adults and Juniors
• Lessons begin June 5
• Call (773) 924-9889
today to enroll !

Mention this ad
and you'll receive
$10 off
enroll,nent!

Hyde Park

Tennis

1301 E. 47th

St.•

Chicago,

Phone (773) 924-9889

IL. 60653

Upgrade Your Mode of Transportation

Kryptonite

Trek water bottle ...

bike lock ...

Photos
by
KatieTully --------

Liberator

bike seat ...

Although Nick needs the Mayor's approval to have
a Lockheed Martin supersonic capable turbofan
engine on his bike, all of the components for
upgrading his bike can be found at Wheels and
Things.

5210 S. Harper • Chicago, Ill. 60615
(773) 493-4326

