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Board membership gets wait-and-see reaction
•

Wait and see. That's the attitude many teachers, parents
and administrators
express
towards the new Laboratory
Schools Board, established last
month. Many interviewed said
the effects of the permanent inde pendent
policy-making
board depend on the members
and their attitudes towards the
Schools.
Part of a new Lab Schools
governance system approved
by the University Board of
Trustees last month, the Board
was formed to develop broad
school policy guidelines and
recommend an annual budget
to the University president,
who appoints
the Board
members.

Reporting to the Board, the
Schools' director, assisted by
the principals, will implement
the Board's · policy guidelines.
The principals and faculty, consulting the director, will articulate an all-school curriculum
sequence.
The Board was recommended last spring by an administrator-faculty-parent
commis. s ion to clarify
school
organization, make the director's role .specific, and broaden
community representation
in
governing the school.
The University announced
the Board's
members
last
month, chaired by University
professor
Harold Richman, ·
commission member and father of junior Andrew and
freshman
Robert. Members
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By Matt Schuerman,

political editor

are as follows:
Ms. Jean Comaroff, University anthro-

pology professor, Lower and Middle
School parent; Mr . John Craig, University ·education professor, alumnus; Ms.
Margaret Daley, Lower and Middle
School parent, wife of Cook County
state's attorney Richard Daley; Ms.
Margaret. Fallers, assistant provost,
former , U-High principal, teacher and
parent; Mr. Robert Hamada, University
business professor , father of junior Janet
and senior Matt.
Ms. Alice Karl, former Parents' Association president, mother of sophomore
Sarah; Ms. Jean Meltzer, Chicago Public
. Schools guidance counselor, alumna and
former Lab Schools parent; Mr. Carl
Mitchell, attorney , alumnus; Ms. Peggy
Montes, civic leader , mother of senior
.·Pia; Dr. Robert Replogle, University
hospital surgeon, father of senior Jennifer.
Mr. Frank Richter, geophysics professor, Lower and Middle School parent;
Ms. Susanne Hoeber Rudolph, South
Asian studies and political science professor , mother of junior Matt; Mr. Wil-

liam Wilson, University sociology professor, Lab Schools p·arent.

Nonvoting members, chosen
because of their positions, are
University vice president and
general counsel Arthur Sussman, father of sophomore Eric,
and Lab Schools director Ken- ·
neth Rehage.
Ms. Fallers said the University chose the Board members
not because of their positions or
relation to the Lab Schools but
because they are "wise and experienced members of the community."
The Board plans to appoint a
new director, its first responsibility, in March, according to
Mr. Richman. Taking over the
director search from a planning group formed last summer, the Board expects t.o
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1362 East 59th Street.
Chicago, Illinois 60637
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begin interviewing candidates
next month. The planning
group, coincidentally
composed of Board members, hired
a professional executive search
· firm last October to find poss. ible director candidates,
as
well as publicizing the job opening.
Mr . Rehage is serving as Lab
Schools director this year while
a permanent director is found .

.,

The Board met formally the
first time earlier this month to
orient members to the Schools,
with Mr. Rehage and Mr. Sussman speaking on the School's
finances, faculty, students and
current school issues. Also,
Board members
met Lab
Schools teachers at a reception
Jan. 10 in Ida Noyes Hall.
· Lab Schools teachers , administrators and parents contacted
by the Midway reacted differently to the Lab Schools
Board, with most of them uncertain of the Board's effects.
Some believe the Board's policy-setting powers will make the
Schools' governance
system
clear and effective while others
said it complicates the chain of
command.
( continued on back page)

Vol. 60, No. 4 • Tuesday, January 22, 1985

••

By Julie Stone

''I t's like putting your hand in

hot water. After a while you get used
to it, but it's still hot water."

Surrounded by dozens of cardboard boxes, bottles of
Windex and photos of his son, two daughters and wife,
34-year-old Bob Katzman, '68 U-High graduate, sits in
the office of his newsstand at 51st and Lake Park and
reflects on the past few years. Hard ones .
AFTER DEVOTING nearly 20 years to building a
newsstand empire, Bob has been faced with bankruptcy and seeing his once-flourishing empire diminished.
Dressed in an old tee shirt and faded jeans, Bob
talked about his childhood and the problems of owning
a business . "I was a very scrappy kid," he said with a
tone of self-approval. "I think I went through grammar
school with no recess and very few privileges.''
Bob grew up in Hyde Park with his mother, father
and older sister. After his parents separated, when he
was 14, Bob was thrown out of his mother's house and
moved in with his Dad. To help pay for his high school
tuition, he took on various jobs.
· "ONE DAY a friend asked me, 'Do you wanna open a

newsstand?' I said 'sure.' So I scrounged up some
wood, paint and nails and I built it for $4. The only thing
I had to buy were the hinges. It was 3 by 4 feet on the
corner of 51st and Cornell and we opened on Aug. 21, .
1965."
..
Coming from a traditional Jewish middle class family, Bob recalls the feeling of never quite being able to
please his parents or grandparents. "I'm sure they all ·
thought the stand was ridiculous, no job for a Jewish
boy."
Because of complaints from neighboring businesses
,about the location, Bob moved his stand to 51st and
Lake Park, where he still works today . The stand demanded constant attention, Bob remembered. "I slept
here the night Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was killed
because so many buildings were being burned down,"
he said. "It meant sittin with a weapon to guard it in
the cold."
BUT SOMEONE NEEDED to watch the store while
Bob was in school, so he sometimes pulled people off
the street and asked for their help. Because his customers, and ,employees, were often people in their '60s, '70s
and '80s, Bob believes he developed values that are a
bit old-fashioned.
"l developed a great empathy for them," he recalled. "A great understanding of what it was like to
live in the earlier part of the century because they
would live then in their conversations and I would absorb their values."
More importantly, Bob said, the newsstand not only
gave him employment but an identity . "I was very shy
in high school, too shy to talk to most girls and I
couldn't dance . The newsstand was a great excuse for
being too busy to go to the dances.''
THE DAY BEFORE his 18th birthday, Bob was attacked by several policeman in a case of mistaken
identity; they thought he was a thief. "It was very ironic," he said with a laugh. "I mean, I was such a good
kid. You know, I'd get out in the morning and sweep the
sidewalk. I had to go to the hospital for a little while.
They hit me in the face and my braces cut up my
mouth."
After high school, Bob attended Circle Campus one
year, but found it unsatisfying. "The only reason I went
was because of my grandparents. In their eyes, if you
didn't got to college you were a bum. I didn't have the
nerve not to go.''
In the winter of 1968,when he was 18, Bob learned he
had cancer of the jaw. "When they told me, I was really pissed off," he remembered: "I mean, I had a lot of
stuff to do and here they were invading my body. I've
had 14major surgeries. They put my rib into my mouth
to make a new jaw, so it hasn't exactly been a smooth
ride."

For his sopho~ore year of college, Bob attended
Roosevelt one year, but was bored and didn't return to
. finish his education .
BY 1976,Bob had stores on 51st, 53rd and 55th streets
in Hyde Park. And soon after one on 53rd and Kimbark.
Then the problems started . Heavy competition forced
him to shut down several stores. "I got into a competitive distribution situation with a company in Chicago,"
he said. "Part of the settlement was they gave me the
store on 2810 N. Clark in 1980, but then I closed the
stores on 53rd and 55th." A year later, Bob opened a
store oil Devon and Broadway.
For five weeks in 1983,.Bob had five stores throughout Chicago and 50 steady employees working for him.
But the problems continued.
"It was a big business and there was no profit ," he
said. "Mostly, I just didn't care anymore. I wanted to
get out and do something else."
ON AUG. 31, 1984, Bob filed for bankruptcy and
began closing his stores one by one. "Now I'm back
where I started," he said with an ironic tone. But Bob
doesn't regret what he's done with his life up to this
point, though there are some things he says he would
have changed. "I would have liked to have been more
involved with things that were fun. I think I missed everything adolescent.
"The newsstand interfered with everything. It was
an anchor in one sense and a dead weight in the
other.''
Bob also believes he has learned lessons about life
from a different angle than most people.
"I WAS ON the outside, observing the passions other
people were having and selling the results of their activities in the newspapers. Between what I learned at
school and what I learned at the newsstand I've gotten
a great, strange education."
Now Bob takes life day by day and continues to work
hard. Besides running the remaining store, he attends
night school and recently earned a real estate license.
"Right now the attitude is 'we're here, it's tentative,
we'll see.' "He continued, "I know I get up at 4:30 a .m.
and work. It's a long day, but I'm okay.''
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BOB IN FRONT OF HIS FIRST
AND ONLY REMAINING
NEWSSTAND
· "Now I'm back where I st~rted."

Sneak Previews
Arts Week attendance
requirements possible
Responding to longtime administrative and
faculty concerns that many students use Arts
Week hours as free periods, this year's planning committee has tentatively decided to take
attendance during one of four days of performances. Arts Week is planned for Tues.,
Feb. 26-Fri., March 1.
This year's program is being planned by a
committee of six seniors: Vandana Sharma, Claudio Goldbarg,
Stephanie Goldberg, Annie Penn, Connie Verrusio and Anjali Fedson.
Poor student attendance at Arts Week programs has been a pro. blem for years. In 1982 Arts Week was cancelled because faculty
members felt, among other problems, low student support didn't
justify the work necessary .to produce the program. Last year's
Arts Week committee estimated attendance at programs averaged
· about 25 per cent of the student body. Despite faculty suggestions
that attendance be taken at least part of the week, last year's committee had decided not to do so because it felt marn;latory attendance would decrease student enjoyment of the event. This year's
committee members agree, but also feel Arts Week needs to be protected as a special activity. By taking attendance one day, they
hope to partially satisfy f acuity concerns while still encouraging
students to participate because the programs are enjoyable.
Attendance would be taken Thurs., Feb. 28, a day of small events
where students can perform without competing against large bands
or guest speakers. Committee members would take attendance by
giving students, as they enter each program, a slip of paper to fill
out with their name, grade, the event and the class they would normally attend that hour. Students not interested in any program
would be required to attend a faculty-supervised study hall where
attendance also would be taken.
Students found not to have attended a performance or study hall ·
when they regularly had class would be required to make up the
time with work service.
The small events day will be preceded Wednesday by a large
events day featuring guest speakers, musicians and movies.
,Assembltes will open and close the week.

Feb

26

''If you can't be
the sun, be a star, .
but be the best at
whatever
you
are.''

Telling students, "You honor Dr. King by doing
your best in everything you do," the Rev. Tyrone
Crider , associate pastor of the First Baptist Church
in Melrose Park and past president of the National
PUSH for Excel program, won enthusiastic audience reaction at the Black Students' Association's
annual Dr . Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial
Assembly Jan. 10 in Rockefeller Chapel.
The program included speeches and readings by
junior Angie Williams, Middle Schooler Lois Price,
senior Mevelyn Shannon and Afro-American
teacher Anne Myles. Senior Ginger Wilson introduced the Rev . Crider.
Music was provided by the Voice Training Class
directed by Ms. Gisela Goettling and the Kenwood
Academy Choir directed by Ms. Lena McLin.
In his speech the Rev. Crider told students, "To
be outstanding means you have to stand out.
Sometimes you have to be different. They may call
you square, but if you can take it you can make it."
A loud "Happy birthday Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.!'' filled the chapel as the Rev. Crider led the audience in a birthday greeting to the late civil rights
leader .

TAKEA

(See JO-second editorials pages 6-7. J

Career Day to bring
speakers to students
Photos courtesy Yolande Smallwood
TO THE BEAT of tambourines,
the
Voice Training Class sang spirituals at
the King Memorial Assembly. Among
singers, from left, are ~alli Richard·
son, Angie Williams, Lara Nie, Debbie
Erdman and Beth Schneider.
GUEST SPEAKER the Rev . Tyrone
Crider roused students with his advice
to aspire for the best and not just follow
the crowd.

B
Ordering from
the wide
selection of
Greek and
American food
at the Agora,
freshmen
Veronique
Pardee and Greg
Winston enjoy a
relaxing lunch.

Unusual professions such as crystology will
be among the wide variety spotlighted by guest
speakers at Career Day, Wed., April 10, being
planned by a 10-member student committee
headed by sophomore Gina Mills. Gina proposed the idea _lc;1styear to ··student Activities
director Don Jacques. ''Considering how uninformed I was about career options ·and future
technology -adv~nces, I felt it would' be a·worthwhile and beneficial
event for all U-Highers," she explained.
The planning committee, advised QY counselor .Jewel Thomas,
sent letters to parents last month and called on other people to ask if
they would come to school to give workshops on their occupations.
About a month before the event, Gina said, interested students
will be able to take the Kuder profile test, which assesses occupational interests and aptitudes. "Then," Ms. Thomas said, "on April
10th committee members will distribute the Kuder results before
the start of an all-school assembly opening the program. Later in
the day, students will be able to have the Kuder interpreted by me
and attend question -and-answer type workshops on specific occupations."
Career Day programs will replace classes 3rd, 5th and 6th
periods. Welcoming students to the day and encouraging them to ·
participate, a guest speaker not yet decided will open the assembly ,
which will focus on the day's theme, "Play the Game of Life ." Entertainment is planned for the afternoon .
Student Council will be allocating money from its contingency
fund to help finance the program, Gina said, but most of the participants will volunteer their time. "An added plus" to the volunteer
approach, she pointed out, "is giving parents a greater awareness
of school activities and developing their participation in them."

Apr
10

Dinner, auction wnl
benefit gym project
To raise money for a renovation of the lockerrooms in Sunny Gym, the Parents' Association
plans a dinner and auction Sat., April 20 in
Upper Sunny. A $50 admission fee will include a
catered dinner, open bar and $15of pla y money
which can be used in the auction.
The Association .will hold a meeting 2 p.m.
Sunday in the Little Theater where Mr. Tim
Duggan, an expert on charity auctions, will discuss the even t .
Parents, faculty and friends of the school are invited.
"We're relying on cooperation from students, their families and
the Chicago business community to make the auction work," said
auction chairperson Alice Thomas, mother of sophomore Keith.
"We need the parents and businesses to donate items and the kids to
help in areas such as setting up the gym, checking coats, waiting on
tables and so on."
With a goal of $50,000the planners believe the event will be the
biggest fund-raising project in the school's history. Besides the gym
renovation proceeds would go to the school's general operating
costs.

Apr
20/

A

TheAGORA
5 7th and Kenwood 94 7-8309

Open 7 a.m.-10 p.m. seven days a week

lready forgotten
Christmas vacation? Tired of the
endless snow and cold? Stop by the
Agora! We have authentic Greek
cuisine to break you out of the winter
blues ... gyros, souvlaki, mousaka,
pastitio and a whole lot more. And
we're open every day to serve you!
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• TODAY, JAN. 22
2:30 P.M .: Film Club show , "Apocalypse Now, " U-High 107.
4 P.M.: Boys' basketball , Harvard , 4 p .m ., home .

• WED., JAN. 23
Ski trip to Wilmot Mountain (story on page 11).

• THURS., JAN. 24
4:15 P .M.: Boys ' swimming, Argo, away

• FRI., JAN. 25
4 P.M . : Girls' basketball , Francis Parker , home.
8-11:30 P.M.: Party "Let's Go Crazy," cafeteria.

• SAT., JAN. 26
9 A.M.: Boys' swimming, Evergreen Park Invitational , away.

• SUN., JAN. 27
2 P .M.: Voice training class all-Mozart program, Belfield 134; Parents
Association dinner- auction organizational meeting , Little Theater.

• TUES., JAN . 29
4 P.M .: Against Lake Forest, boys' basketball , home, and girls' basketball,
away ; also , boys ' sw imming, St. Patrick , home.
5:30 P .M.: Girls' gymnastics , Ridgewood , home .

• FRI., FEB. 1
4 P .M.: Against North Shore , boys' basketball, away, and girls' basketball,
home; also , boys ' swimming, Latin, away.

• SAT., FEB.2
10 A.M.: Girls' gymnastics , Bloom Trail, home.

• MON., FEB. 4
Girls' gymnastics , regionals through Feb . 9 (sectionals, Feb . 11-16; state
finals , Feb. 22-23).

• WED., FEB. 6
Student Council CPR Day (tentative, see story page 12).
6 P .M. : Boys' indoor track, Providence New Lenox , home; girls' indoor
track, Maria, home.

• FRI., FEB. 8
4 P.M.: Against Francis Parker, boys' basketball, home and girls'
basketball, away; also, boys' swimming, ISL-CPL Championships at
Latin.

• SAT., FEB. 9
Girls' bask~tball, Galaxy Tournament, time and place to be announced
(cont inues Feb . 16 and Feb. 18).

• TUES., FEB. 12
2:30 P.M: Film Club show, "Vertigo," U-High 107.

• WED., FEB. 13
4 P.M.: Against Morgan Park, boys' basketball, away, and girls'
basketball (varsity only), home.

• THURS., FEB. 14
4:30 P .M. : Boys' and girls' indoor track, Morton East and Hinsdale South,
Morton East.
·
4:30P.M.: Boys' and girls' indoor track, Morton West, away.
I

.
• FRI., FEB. 15 AND MON.
FEB. 18

l Winter recess,

no school.

: • FRI., FEB. 15
· 4 P.M.: Girls' basketball, Lake Forest Academy, away .

• SAT., FEB. 16 .
I Boys' swimming, districts.
j • TUES., ~EB. 19
, 2:20 P .M.: Mlaway out.
2:30 P .M.: Film Club show , "North by Northwest," U-High 107.
_4 P.M . : Against Latin , boys' .basketball, home, and girls' basketball, away.

• Apocalypse right now- Bringing a little adventure into CT-Highers' lives, the Film Club
will present Francis Ford Coppola's "Apocalypse
Now," 2:30 p .m. today in U-High 107. The film
culminates a three-part series of films by Coppola
which began with "The Outsiders " and "The Godfather, " both shown earlier this month. Next is a
three-part Alfred Hitchcock series consisting of
"Vertigo," Feb . 12; "North by Northwest, " Feb .
19; and "The Trouble with Harry," March 5. All
dates _are Tuesdays, with films beginning 2: 30
p.m. in U-High 107.
• Europe-bound- European adventure
awaits 15 French and Spanish Club members planning a summer trip July 1-15, visiting Spain,
France and Monaco as part of a larger tour group.
French and Spanish teacher Randal Fowler and
French teacher Claire Lacocque will chaperon.
For $1,749,-the U-I:tighers will fly to Malaga airport in Seville, Spain, and after half a day there
visit the following cities: Cordoba, Granada,
Toledo, Madrid, Zaragossa and Barcelona. Crossing into .France, students go on to Carcassonne,
Nimes, Nice, Eze, Monaco and Paris. U-Highers
who would like to join the tour can contact Mr.
Fowler or Ms. Lacocque; students do not have ·to
be club members.
• Club opens 'house'- Introducing 'interested U-Highers to the Literary Club's structure and purpose, members sponsored an open
house last Friday after school in U-High 301. Club
members answered questions and conducted a
sample discussion.
. House winner -

Middle School teacher

Dorothy Strang, mother of freshman Hilary, won

the German Club's gingerbread house raffle
before Christmas vacation. The club made $86
from the raffle, which will benefit the Gardner
Scholarship program that finances a German student exchange each year . Members of the club
made the house, modeled after a typical German
cottage. Tickets were sold for 50 cents each.

Photo by Julius Esclamacio ·

• TutoringGiving
junior
high
schoolers a chance to learn computer usage,
Computer Club members have been tutoring 6th, 7th .a and 8th-graders from st .. Cyril
School, 6358 S. Blackstone Ave . an hour
. every Tue .sday ·afternoon. Science teachers
Carolyn McPherson and Dan West organ- ·
ized the program. "St. Cyril school doesn't
have .too much to offer their computer-interested students, no computers or even a library,"
explained
sophomore
Andrew
Stigler, Computer
Club president. Club
members are · teaching the junior high
schoolers LOGO graphics.
"They
have
learned to pilot a turtle around on the screen
wifh very' basic computer programming,"
Andrew said. In the photo he works with
Theresa
Davis,
Antoine
Echols,
Paul
McCaull and Lisa Rice.

B
• New editors- Senior Miriam Lane was
named Midway winter quarter editor-in-chief at
a staff party Dec. 13 at the. home of junior
Michael Evans . Senior Claudio Goldbarg was
named Midway Magazine editor-in-chief. Other
staff positions are listed in the masthead on page

• Ho, ho, ho!- It's Santa Claus! Well, actually it's
his German facsimile St. Nickolaus, portrayed by German teacher
Gregor
Heggen, presenting
a bag of
cookies, nuts and fruit to 3rd-grader Charles Davis in
the Lower School Dec. 12. Mr. Heggen annually plays St.
Nickolaus for 3rd- and 4th-graders. French and Spanish
teacher Randal Fowler also portrayed the French Father Christmas, St. Nicholas, for 3rd-graders.

District 228, where he was president of the
district chapter of American Federation of
Teachers. He was also active in community
groups helping alcoholics. Mr. Klein is survived
by his Wife, Carol Ann of Pleasant Lake, Ind.,
and his daughter, Ms. Cheryl Rubino of Park
'6.
Forest. Memorial contributions can be made to
•
"Respond Now," 1512 Vincennes Ave ., Chicago
. New course- Helping U-High~rs imHeights , or the South Suburban Council on
prove their computer programming skills, the
_Alcoholism at 1909 Checker Square, Section F,
Math Department is offering a new course in
· East Hazel Crest, Ill. 60429.
Pascal, a computer language. The qm~rterlong
Several teachers and staff members have had
, course, taught by Ms. Laura Gill, earns one-third
deaths in their families in recent weeks. Mr .
credit . It is available to students who learned
Morris Jacques, father of Latin teacher and StuBASIC in Intermediate Math . If students are indent Activities director Don Jacques , died over
terested, the Department will offer a followup ·
Thanksgiving weekend at the age of 76. A resicourse in Pascal II next year, Ms. Gill said ·.
dent of Lake Worth, Fla., Mr. Jacques died of
congestive heart failure resulting from a
• Teacher thanks . donors- Nursery
longterm heart condit ion.
School teacher Claire Wright , hospitalized since
The sister
of audio-visual
coordinator
Dec. 3 at Billings to undergo treatment for acute
Stephanie Powell, Ms. Marie Radis of South
leukemia, has been able recently to spend some
Holland, died Nov. 26. Ms . Radis, 77, suffered a
time at home between treatments. Ms. Wright's
heart condition brought on by emphysema and
condition has required blood transfusions, most
pneumonia. Mr. John Pradun, son of Lab Schools
of which have involved apheresis, a process
matron Hope Pradun, died Dec. 30 of a heart atwhich extracts only blood platelets - needed for
tack . A Naperville resident, he was 40 years old.
clotting - from the donor's blood. Ms. Wright
currently needs only whole blood because her
• Texts use paper - Stories, photos and
body has begun making its own platelets again.
pages
from the Midway have been used as exAnyone in good health age 17 to 65 can donate at
amples of excellence in new editions of two widethe Billings Blood Bank.
ly-used high school journalism textbooks, "SchoIn a letter Ms. Wright wrote to the Lower
lastic Journalism" and "Mass Media and the
School Lowdown, the Lower School's weekly
School Press."The cover of last year's edition of
news handout , she thanked her colleagues who
Renaissance,
U-High's literary and art magadonated blood and said she was optimistic for the
zine,
was
pictured
in the October issue of Trends,
future. A Lab Schools teacher 16 years, Ms.
a
magazine
for
high
school and college journalWright is the mother of four U-High graduates .
ists published by the National Scholastic Press
Association and Associated Collegiate Press .
• Retired teacher honored- Former
The cover accompanied an article on effective
English teacher Eunice McGuire was honored
magazine covers.
Jan. 8 at a reception at the University Club
downtown organized by the reunion committee
• Whoops!- Reporter Gytis Liulevicius
of the classes of 1956-59.Ms . McGuire retired last
made several errors in a feature in the Dec. 4
year after 40 years of teaching. About 50 people
Midway on English teacher Eileen Morris , who
attended the reception, to which alumni and
serves as a tourguide at Lincoln Zoo. Ms. Morris
faculty were invited.
owns one pet, not three; she does not handle
polar bears but talks about them in the viewing
• Former counselor dies- Mr. Roger
area ; and she works with European ferrets, not
Klein, U-High counselor from 1967to 1970, died in .
black-footed ones. Gytis says he failed to check
a fire in his Chicago Heights apartment Dec. 4.
all his facts . The Midway apologizes for the erHe was 49. After leaving U-High, Mr. Klein servrors .
ed as counselor and teacher for Bremen School

l .'!Ji.~.'-'~·~
·~········~·i·~~.~.!
).
. State scholars- Thirty-six seniors have been named Illinois State Scholars on basis of their class rank, SAT and ACT
scores, and moral character as endorsed by their schools . Winners
receive certifi .cates and are eligible to apply for scholarships to the
University of Illinois. Winners are as follows:

Nadine Abrahams, Todd Baka!, Rebecca Bowen, Hanna Casper, Josh Cohen, Shoshannah Cohen, Jose Corpuz, Sarah Duncan, Anjali Fedson, Jeff Genender, Mimi Ghez,
Claudio Goldbarg , Stephanie Goldberg, Juliet Gordon, Matt Hamada , Dan Heller, Fawn
Houck, Chris Krentz, May Liao, Rachel Lindell, Adam Marsh, Judith Meschel, Mark
Moseley, Yuji Oka, Melissa Pashigian, Annie Penn, Birdie Quan, Maurice Rabb, Jennifer Replogle, Vandana Sharma , Julie Strauss, Robert Talermari, Paul Tiao, Katrina
Van Valen, Rebecca Winer , Melissa Wong.

Chicago's innercity problems, such as gangs and school strikes, no
longer dominate the headlines of the city's daily newspapers. They
are, howev~r, recurring and controversial urban concerns. These
two pages take an in-depth look at these and other issues.

Schools

Strike

Do teachers have the right to walk out?
By Michael Evans,
community developments
editor
Teachers have a right to
strike even though it has a bad
effeet on students, most students, teachers and parents interviewed by the Midway said
in response to last month's twoweek Chicago Public School
teachers' strike.
The latest strike, seventh in
the past 15 years, began Dec. 3
and resulted from disputes between the Board of Education
· and the teachers' union over
medical benefits and salaries.
MOST PEOPLE said that,
while strikes detrimentally affect students, teachers' first responsibility is to themselves.
But some felt teachers have a
moral and ethical responsibility to stay on the job .
Views of teachers as professionals also differed, with some

people feeling they should be
paid more like doctors and lawyers and others feeling they are
more on a workers' level.
"Teachers are professionals
who are paid like tradesmen,"
sa1d social studies teacher Earl
Bell. "Teachers and their families give up a lot financially. If
the situation
gets severe
enough and they need more
money then they should
strike."
PARENTS' ASSOCIATION
president Gail Wilson, mother
of freshman Stephen, however,
felt teachers could not be compared to doctors or lawyers.
"They're
classified
as
workers because, like miners
and other workers, in order to
protect themselves they united," she explained. "Teachers
don't have the same educational requirements as doctors or
lawyers, and hour for hour

Opinions here differ

teaching can't really compare
to a doctor's or lawyer's job.
"What other job is there that
has 8-to-5 hours, a little bit of
work at night, a week off for
Christmas and for spring, and
three months off in the summer?"
OTHERS TOOK different
views concerning teachers unionizing.
''The unions are necessities,''
said senior Josh Cohen, Current Events Club president.
"Without them they would have
no bargaining power at all and
they probably wouldn't even
have what they do now."
Similarly, Mr. Bell said,
"I've found the only way to get
a pay raise for yourself is to get
one for everyone else also.
Sometimes this has to include a
union strike."
AMONG THOSE interviewed, most said better ad-

'

Heavenly days off turn sour quickly
pathy from students. "Students always felt sorry
for the teachers," said senior Rebecca Klaff, "and
For the first few days it was heaven. Then · the Board of Education was transferred into 'bad
boredom set in. Sometimes worry. That was the guys' for not paying for this extra labor.''
experience, at least, for some students at
For students not in A.P. classes, life sometimes
neighboring Kenwood Academy during the lacked interest. Freshman Paul Karafiol explainChicago Public School teachers' strike Dec. 3-17. ed, "Like all vacations, it's hard to keep things exSeniors especially began worrying about com- citing. A lot of people got bored after the first
pleting college applications and many students
week."
began facing doing homework teachers had
Some teachers
gave large
homework
assigned.
assignments to be completed over the strike,
Some classes still met during the strike to meet
sometimes five or six hours' worth for a class.
Advanced Placement test deadlines. "The A.P.
Seniors also had to deal with college applications.
classes, usually taken by seniors, still met during
"All of our applications had deadlines in late
the strike," junior Daniel Glouberman said.
December," Rebecca said. "The school would
"Since the school was closed, they met in mail our filled-out forms before the time expired.
libraries,
teachers'
and students'
homes,
If the schools close right before, we can't apply to
wherever possible . The reason is that A.P . tests
colleges." She said seniors experienced a crunch
have to be taken at a fixed date, ready or not, so to get applications filled out fast, so the school
the teachers, without pay, conducted classes for could mail them before the strike.
the students' sake."
Still, the strike remained a way for students to
Besides A.P. ·classes, groups like the Drama
relax. Freshman Nicole Ramer said she and her
Club and athletic teams met during the strike. The friends spent the time going out or catching up on
unpaid work teachers did drew considerable sym- sleep . "The strike," she said, "was lots of fun."

By Ben Abella

And now for something

-completely
Different

ministrator-teacher communication and cooperation could
help decrease the number of
. strikes.
"The last Chicago strike was
not handled well on either
. part," Ms. Wilson explained .
"It was ridiculous and irresponsible on the board's part,
and the teachers have .all summer to get problems aired out.
They should both think more
about the kids out of school
than about themselves.''
Mr. Bell felt the boards and
teachers only take their own interests into account.
"STRIKES COME out of in-

compatible self-interests and
each side tries to take the advantage," he said. "In some
cases both sides actually want
a strike.
"The teachers want it so they
can get a raise after it becomes
a big public issue and the board
wants it so they can save
enough money to give the
teachers their raise.
"They have this system in
Ireland where you can't become an administrator until
you're an established teacher.
That way you know how it feels
on both sides."

Could it happen here?
By Matt Schuerman, political editor
A teachers' strike has never and probably will never occur here,
say several f acuity members the Midway interviewed. The most
common reason teachers gave was faculty members' high level of
commitment to the Schools and students.
Teachers gave other reasons why a faculty strike would never occur here, such as lack of faculty unity and the high number of faculty who believe striking is unprofessional.
~!though a teachers' strike has never occurred, the Faculty
Association, the Lab Schools' teacher's union, did take job actions
short of disrupting classes in September and October, 1979.Asking
for a 10 per cent salary increase, opposing the University's 6 per
cent offer, teachers picketed twice daily and refused to attend
meetings called by administrators, chaperon school events and
sponsor student extracurricular activities. The union later accepted the University's new 7.75 per cent salary increase.
Several teachers said a strike's financial gains wouldn't be worth
the resulting harm to students and the Schools. "J-Iere it would be
very hard to convince the faculty a strike would be the proper step
to take," math teacher Cathy Hynes explained. "People teach here
because they believe in the school and its students. Money is not the
main reason people work here. There would be concern that ,the
school and student body would be hurt by a strike. It would disrupt
students' education.''
Another reason for a strike's unlikelihood, math teacher
Margaret Matchett said, is teachers' concerns that a strike might
hurt enrollment. "Parents are very edgy about strikes ," she explained . "Everyone in the school here - administrators and
teachers - realizes they need to attract parents . They both are going to try to prevent strikes.''
A few faculty members, though they believe a strike wouldn't affect the school's program, gave other reasons for a strike 's
unlikelihood .
"First, there's not real unity among the faculty," Music Department chairperson Dominic Piane said, "and there's rarely one
unified position taken by the union . Second there are a substantial
number off acuity here who use teaching as a second family income
and who don't take the issue of money seriously anymore . And then
another reason is that a lot of teachers here view themselves as professionals . They think it's beneath the dignity of a professional to
strike.
.
"But all a strike would do is cancel classes for a-few days , though
it could divide the faculty ," he continued . "But it wouldn't affect the
program ."

V igilante(!]ustice
U-H ighers don't support
New York subway shooter
By Brian Coe

Enjoying an after-school snack at Edwardo 's, juniors Jenny Dacon and Chris Csikszentmihalyi and
senior Marie Miller decide between pizza, pasta, salad or dessert.
.

1321 E. 57th 5t.
241-7690

Open 11 a.m.-12:30 a.m. Mon.-Thurs.and 5un.
11 a.m.-1 :30 a.m. Fri.and Sat.

Contrary to predominate public opinion, as reported in the press,
many CT-Highers believe that Bernhard Goetz, alias the Subway
Vigil<;1nte
, was not justified in shooting four young men on a New
York City subway Dec. 22. The shooting occurred after the four
pestered Goetz, then asked him for $5. Instead of giving them the
money he pulled out a gun , shot them and ran off down the tracks
after telling the conductor, ''They tried to rip me off.''
In New York City a hotline was set up for people with information
about the shooter. But to the surprise of civic leaders people called
with praise for Goetz, one even offering to pay for his defense.
Many CT-Highersfelt that Goetz acted too fast. "He should have
waited until his life was in danger before he started shooting," explained junior Katherine Culberg . "Or he. should have pulled. the
gun out and given them a warning. ' '
Some feel it's wrong to take the law into one's own hands. "It's not
really fair," said sophomore Sarah-Anne Henning. "They should
have been arrested, not shot.'' .
Other CT-Highers,_however, agree with public sentiment. "The
guys deserved it," commented junior Tony Grossman. "I hate the
system. You ca11't shoot un_til violenc.e occurs."
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By Samara Kalk

Gang warfare has dominated Chicago newspaper
headlines since the on-the-street murder of Simeon
High basketball star Ben Wilson in November. Many
U-Highers interviewed, however, say they aren't
aware of gang violence since they don't see it in their
neighborhoods and don't read the papers daily .
The amount of gang-related news stories . increased
after the Wilson shooting but, statistically, the number
of gang-related homicides has remained steady since
it peaked in 1981,according to Dr. Irving Spergel, University of Chicago sociologist and one of the nation's
leading experts on gangs.
HYDE PARK DOESN'T have serious gang problems compared to other neighborhoods, according to
both Mr. Michael Murphy, executive director of the
South East Chicago Commission and father of junior
Courtney, and Mr. Bob Mason, the Commission's law
enforcement coordinator.
"In Hyde Park there is no gang crime where rival
gangs shoot each other in the streets,'' Mr. Mason
said. "But of course some crime can be attributed to
gang members, like in any other Chicago community.''
Mr. Mason said the commission has received no
complaints from the Hyde Park-Kenwood area but
plenty of gang activity surrounds Hyde Park.
MOST STUDENTS and teachers say they're not apprehensive about gang crime, although it constitutes

urfew?
By Gina Mills
Stricter curfew reinforcement will contribute considerably to keeping juveniles safer in the wake of the
city's gang problems, U-Highers feel. Some, however,
feel the curfew restricts their personal freedom.
Most interviewed learned of the curfew law only
after noticing its recent enforcement. Few obey the
law, saying it's restrictive to their social lives, even
though some say they've been picked up for violation.
THE CHICAGO CURFEW ordinance makes it illegal for any person under 17 years to be on the streets
between 11:30 p.m. and 6 a.m. Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays, and 10:30 p.m. to 6 a.m. other days, unless
accompanied by an adult. Parents of first violaters are
warned and charged up to $100 for each repeated offense.
Though the law has existed since 1948,the majority
of U-Highers interviewed became aware of the ordinance last month when Mayor Harold Washington unveiled his four-part offensive to combat gang violence.
According to the mayor's December news release, the
plan included more stringent police enf orc~ment of the
curfew laws.
While few U-Highers thought the law alone benefitted them, most feeling it restricted their social lives as
well as violated th:eir personal freedom, all felt the
mayor's plan would greatly decrease gang activities
by getting juveniles off the street.
U~HIGHPARENTS felt similarly, agreeing that al-
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Recent violence inspires reaction
to , problem that's continuous

25 to 30 per cent of Chicago crime.
Said math teacher Margaret Matchett, who lives in
Hyde Park, "A while ago gangs like the Blackstone
Rangers and the Disciples would cruise around the
Kenwood area, but now there is none of that. Life is a
risk anywhere."
Last month mayor Harold Washington announced a
plan to combat gang violence including funding to
keep police at full strength, financing neighborhood efforts to fight gangs, and heavier prosecution for gang
crimes. The mayor also continues to step up a nine.point program started last February, after a similar
outbreak of violence, designed to offer alternatives to
gang membership.
Agreeing that police strength is important, Mr .
Murphy said having . more police around problem
neighborhoods is important to citizens' perceptions of
the ~afety of their communities. "Even if the police
don't catch many gang members the residents will feel
safer walking down the street if they see a police car,"
he explained.
A 24-HOUR HOTLINE (744-GANG) with an office on
Wentworth Ave. was started so citizens could ask
questions and report ·about gang crimes. Specialists
say it's a good idea.
··
"They use the hotline in Philadelphia," Mr. Spergel
said, "and it's worked. Local citizens and ·some of the
gang members' girlfriends are helpful · in stopping
gang activity."

hat

Many people feel recreation centers, job opportunities and school programs can reduce gang activity.
"One way to fight the gang problem is to offer them an
alternative, like a disco," explained ·senior Ronald
Clark, who lives in South Shore. He says the opening of
a few discos have decreased gang activity in that
neighborhood.
MR. SPERGEL FEELS YMCAs, schools and community groups can offer excellent diversions for gangs
but need funding in high-deliquency areas. Mr. Mason
felt otherwise. ''Recreational programs are generally
ineffective because they don't attract the types of people gangs do," he explained. Parents, he feels, provide
the key to solving gang problems.
"Parental responsibility is number one," he explained. "Parents need to know where their children
are and when they'll be back. The community allows
gangs and parents allow their kids to be in gangs."
A tougher criminal justice system is what's needed
to combat gangs, some people feel. "Last year," said
senior Josh Cohen, Current Events club president,
"state's attorney Richard Daley talked at U-High. He
said, 'You'd be surprised how many young guys commit serious crimes and are back walking the streets in
a few days.' "
Although police say gang crime prosecution needs to
be tou_gher, Mr. Spergel says it's "after the fact" and
that what young people need is help before they commit a crime.

Mayor's plan brings new
awareness of old law

urfew?

though the curfew alone provided unnecessary limitations, when combined with other security measures as
proposed in the mayor's plan the desired effect would
be achieved. These measures include keeping juveniles safer, relieving the city's gang problem and making parents more responsible.
Since the mayor's plan was announced most UHighers have seen the curfew law ,enforced more.
"Ju st recently it seems that a lot of my friends
who've always stayed out late have been getting
picked up," said sophomore Nichole Butler. "I had my
doubts that the law would be enforced more than before but now I think it really is being.''
MANY U-HIGHERS who had no previous experience with the law have recently been stopped by policemen after curfew hours.
"A couple of weeks ago I was at a softball game at
12:30 waiting to be picked up," said freshman
Florence Houck, "when this police officer came and
asked me my name, address and where I was going.
He was about to take me to the station when my
mother drove up."
Others have actually been picked up by the police. ·
"I WAS COMING HOME from a party at 1 o'clock a
few days ago when a policeman in a car stopped me,"
said sophomore Gully Weiss. "After they gave me this
long lecture about being out late, they took me home.
When no one was there, I had to go to the station with
them to wait for my parents to come and sign for my

release."
Many U-Highers said that the curfew reinforcement
has affected the hours they're allowed by parents to
stay out. "Now that I've been picked up a couple of
times my parents know that they mean business," said
sophomore John Rosen, "and I'm not allowed to stay
out as late as I ordinarily would.''
Feeling likewise, most U-Highers said heavier enforcement was making parents more responsible.
"BECAUSE OF THE FINE," said Nichole, "most
of my friends' parents wouldn't let them stay out past
curfew.''
Senior Maurice Rabb disagreed, saying, "The
money isn't an issue. The only thing that would make
parents more responsible is just basically caring
about the welfare of their kids."
Some students and parents found fault with the curfew's limitations.
"RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR own children
should lie with each individual parent," said librarian
Sandra Jordan, mother of junior Leeta. "In addition,
responsible young adults are penalized because of the
deeds of the undesirable. In effect, the curfew restricts
law-abiding citizens.''
· All U-Highers interviewed felt similarly, citing the
curfew's restrictions as personally unfair.
"I don't obey the curfew because my parents and I
fii:tdit unjustified,'' said senior Sarah Duncan. ''How
·1ong
I stay out and what I do should be my own busi-ness."

.
.
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Fun

to

read

NOT THE USUAL college reference
book, ''The College Book,'' by Lisa Birn. bach, author of "The Preppy Handbook," gives Birnbach's critical and
sometimes degrading view of aspects
of schools most college guides don't discuss. Birnbach deals with topics such as
students' favorite drugs and drinks, sexual preferences and the social scene on
campus, discussed in cute essays arranged alphabetically by college.
The $9.95 book has been highlighted
by newspapers, magazines and television for months now and many schools

Books
Lee
Anne
Wiggins

have protested Birnbach's sarcastic
and often unattractive depiction of their
programs.
BIRNBACH DOES SEEM biased
against all the schools except her alma
mater, Brown University in Rhode Island.

but

U-HIGH

JMjIDWAY

DESPITE THIS obvious bias, the
book is generally light, airy and fun to
read. Birnbach right away jokes on the·
fact that the book is yet anothe1~college
guidebook.
She deals with topics such as academics in the '80s, collegiate feminism and
college sports. Though serious about
each subject Birnbach still adds enough
sarcasm to keep it light. In the essay
"College Sports," she first seriously
writes on-the sincerity of the students
who will follow their team anywhere.
But then she goes and mentions in . arcastic way how the students sit in a
"boy-boy-girl-girl" formation so each
sex will have someone to talk to.
"The College Book" does not provide
an academic view of the schools, useful
in selecting a collge. It is, however,
funny to read because of the writing.
Plus one gets a humorous reassurance
that your future college isn't the only
one with the library as the best ~lace for
social life.

Write Us!
The Midway encourages letters from
readers about articles in the paper or
any issue they want to comment on. Letters for the next issue, Feb. 19, can be
brought to the Publications Office anytime this week. Letters must be signed.
If letters need editing for length or libel
or other illegal content the editors will
contact the writers.

As the Midway sees it

Nation faces scary
"Inherent in the Reagan blitz was an unmistakable
message from white America to its noisy, pampered
minorities that even the most simpering of liberals
won't fail to comprehend."

Blunt and almost frightening, this letter to the Chicago
Tribune Jan. 9 illustrates a powerful, conservative, almost reactionary mood which is becoming increasingly
evident throughout the nation. It implies the nation's
white, Protestant, secure majority who once cared about
the rig.rats, opinions and needs of others now centers only
on itself, telling minorities it's too bad if they don't like
it.
Slowly but surely, the U.S. political and social climate
is reflecting the gaining power of this new conservatism.
Advocates of this attitude are emerging into a new majority able to influence and create national issues.
Religion and its relation to American government is
one issue recently brought into debate. The Constitution
guarantees the separation of church and state, yet the
President announces that religion and politics are unavoidably related.
The conflict, which increased with the holiday season,
is still tangled up in the court system . Two recent major
cases include the constitutionality of a "moment of silence" in public schools as a substitute for school prayer,
and of placing nativity scenes on public property.
The argument over Alabama's existing moment of silence in its public schools has now reached the Supreme
Court. This measure differs from open prayer only in that
no words are spoken . It still puts the child who does not
wish to pray at all in an uncomfortable position of how to
react during a moment designed for prayer.
The Supreme Court recently declared a nativity scene
on public property in Pawtucket, R.I., not in violation of

Ironies

and

coincidences?

From counselor Regina Starzl:
(who signed her letter " Lower School counselor-in-exile third year")

YOU THOUGHT IT odd that the Midway was the vehicle for an announcement
to Lab Schools constituencies about the new governing board? Where have y~u
been during the last four years of management-by -announcement? You surely
have gotten a whiff of the rumor that faculty participation, that fine old trad_ition
which involved teachers in most matters related to the Schools, suddenly disappeared in 1980and was thoroughly stamped out every time it raised its unguarded head since then? All the while administrators mouthed desires for trust, communication and community spirit.
Would it be too cynical to mention a few ironies and perhaps coincidences in
the current situation: Mrs. Fallers, who invited teachers to communicate their
ideas to Mr. Richman and assured them it was not proforma, leaks news of the
Board to Mr. Brasler's newspaper. Mr. Brasier and Mrs. Holbrook, the only
teacher quoted (consulted?) about the announcement, were appointed by the
provost to the Lab Schools' Commission last spring. At the very time Lab Schoo~s
teachers are reading about the new board, another school board downtown 1s
locked in a bitter struggle with its teachers. That board is headed by a lawyer
from the same firm as the lawyer the University hired to take faculty participation out of our contract two years ago.
It all becomes so monotonous as the facuity, appearing apolitical but perhaps
totally politicized, hardly raise an eyebrow or say a word about what they read
regarding "their" Schools anymore. Certainly the new board could hardly be
worse than the Precollegiate Boards which stood idly by while administrators
who had no knowledge of or respect for our traditions came, destroyed them, and
went.
Editor's note - Political editor Matt Schuerman, who wrote the story last issue on the new Lab Schools
board, replies: First, I went to assistant provost Mar&aret Fallers for information of the Laboratory
Schools Board. Not the ott,ier way around. And the University officially announced the Board ,of Trustees
approving the Board two days after .the Midway was published. Second, I interviewed math teacher
Shirley Holbrook and other commission members because they were presumably better informed than
others about the 89ard. Also, as indicated in every issue's masthead, "Brasler's newspaper" Is actually a
student newspaper, published by 'journalism students; Mr . Brasier acts only as an adviser.
L.
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helpful

its academic program and its faculty,
which she assures readers is only out to
make the students happy. Also, everyone works hard, she proclaims, and
nothing undesirable goes into or comes
from this school.

For instance, she refers to Oberlin
College in Ohio as the "Yaddo of the
Midwest" and Pennsylvania State University in University Park as having
jocks "who appear on the surface of
University Park like mountains on a relief map."
Meanwhile, giving a rather long rundown on Brown, Birnbach describes it
as more enjoyable than the others. She
boasts about what Brown has to offer in

not

•U-High's washrooms are only as
clean as janitors make , them and students leave them. U-Highers have recently complainedJl!at most restrooms,
especially those in, the cafeteria, lack
toilet paper, soap and even locks for
stalls. Unpleasant odors, bugs, dirty
floors and walls witfi graffiti also contribute to the unsanitary conditions . Janitors could check washrooms daily for
toilet paper and soap. And U-Highers
could take more care washing up. That
way, using U-High's restrooms could·be
more pleasant for everyone.
•As the school rarely holds assemblies, it desperately needs special events
. to provide breaks from the school grind,
promote communication and help build
school spirit. Arts Week is one of the few
such events. In past years, however,
many students used Arts Week programs as extra free periods. This year,
the Arts Week committee acted commendably in deciding attendance should
be taken one day of student perf ormances, as did the faculty for endorsing
the decision. Now it's up to U-Highers to
support other students' performances
and recog~ize their effor_tson all days.

•Somehow the school has gotten into a
tradition of leaving student and teacher
attendance optional at the Dr. Martin
Luther king Jr. ·assembly. Required at- '
tendafice at the annual assembly would ·
help to both promote school unity and
recognize the combined efforts of BSA,
musical groups and guest speakers. The

Call it juSt
another piece
of garbage
IT WAS TUESDAY and the garbage
men were doing their thing. As usual,
the sound grated on my nerves and I
tried unsuccessfully to ignore it. A loud
thump on the door broke my concentration. It was too early for the mail, and
the laundry man doesn't come until
Wednesday, so I went to the door, wondering who was there. To my surprise, it
was a garbage man.
He was short, wore a dirty green
parka over his equally dirty jumpsuit,
and looked cold, but determined.
"GOOD MORNING," he began politely. "did your parents leave a Christmas
card for us?''
"No,'.' I replied, "I don't think they
did."
"Okay, thank you," he said and departed.
My first thought was 'well this is Chicago, and in Chicago everybody wants a
Art by May Liao

prospects
problem, however, goes beyond le~cene can be called an expression of
fure of the majority. The nativity itus symbol which cannot be supportt.
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y scenes surrounded by Christmas
d reindeer make up a larger group
representing a national holiday and
on any more than religious paintings
pported museums .
ts on a larger scale. More vocal opnts of religious principles are now
ol over politics. In a response to the
eligious displays, Newsweek Magae Will stated, "They should not be
ommunity takes its vengeance, in
ere, against unneighborly behavvengeance has already been taken.
tial debates, Democratic candidate.
gested that Moral Majority leader
ell was consulted over future Suments. President Reagan chose to
ough full of innuendo, the idea that
"Uch an obvious influence over polives a second look.
en church and state has become alle . The prospect is frightening, and
be addressed. If more conservative
the majority rule, then those in the
ure their views aren't being lost in
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ials
program also honors a man with universal value . So, why not use the opportunity to hold an all-school assembly and get
the school together?

-------Letter

You

Jon
Cohler

tip.' But that idea didn't appeal to me.
First of all, he was a garbage man. Second, he came to my house assuming we
would give him money.
IT DISTURBED ME so much that
garbage men had the gall to come to
people's houses demanding tips that I
called the Bureau of Sanitation, assuming they would know what to do.
Engrossed in a science fiction book
later that morning, I heard another loud
thump on the door. To my surprise, it
was a city worker sent to answer my
complaint. Plump, he sported a green
parka over a worn tweed vest and
looked like he had just woken up.
He asked a few questions about the
garbage man's description and I gave
him what information I could.
He told me that garbage men asking
for tips was illegal and said something
would be done, but he did not say what.
And, so far, nothing has come of my
complaint.
ALTHOUGH I HOPED they'd be suspended for disturbing my peace and annoying me, I suspected that the garbage
men would only get a verbal slap on the
·wrist. After all, Chicago has worse problems.
What bothered me most was that a
garbage man decided that he deserved
a tip and that he would get it himself
whether he was offered one or not. l give
tips as an appreciation of services rendered, almost as a gift.
I do not believe in people coming to
me for tips. If a waiter came to me, I
would be mortally offended. But a garbage man? Welcome to Chicago.

•
Winners impress senior
most
•
during Nobel ceremonies visit
Editor's note: One of three high school students nationwide named outstanding young scientists, senior
Annie Penn received a trip to the Nobel Prize ceremonies last month in Stockholm, Sweden. The Midway
asked Annie to describe her trip. As the Midway went to press, Annie was named one of 40 Westinghouse
Science Talent Search winners; story next issue.

THE FIRST TIME I saw one of the Laureates was at breakfast, and here was a
very short, sloppy-looking man in an old sweater and pants, and I still felt too
awed to speak to him. What can you say to a scientist who has just been recognized as one of the best in the world?
The Nobel Prize ceremony was the best week of my life! Many things made it
wonderful...the Laureate lectures, the Nobel banquet and ball, the chance to
meet science students from all over the world, and the opportunity to appear on
television with the Laureates. But what I found most impressive were the
Laureates themselves.
·
It didn't take long before I was ·
comfortable enough to talk to the
Laureates, though. It became clear
that they are very real, very diverse
people. One is shy, another eloquent
- one loved science since he was
Annie
young, another entered his field when
he was over 40. At the Medicine lecPenn
tures especially, each Laureate presented a completely different way of looking at science - from a brilliantly clear
explanation of antibody function to a technical genetics discussion to a lighthearted history of the research.
This variety became even more noticeable when I was asked to be a student
moderator on a Swedish t. v. show with the science Laureates. For every question I asked I got six different answers. The one answer they agreed on was that
it is variety of ideas that is necessary when looking at a scientific problem. We,
the international science youth group I was with and myself, were all impressed
by this. We were quite a variety ourselves - astronomers to botanists - and
each of us had very different goals, but we share the wish to make a contribution
to science . From the Laureates, we learned a great deal about what it takes to do
this: the development of good ideas, and very real, very hard work.
However, there is still something that sets a Nobel Laureate apart - being
recognized for outstanding achievements, enhanced by the formality and magic
of the Nobel Prize day. This feeling was especially true at the banquet when the
King, Queen, Laureates and their spouses formed a procession down a grand
staircase into a hall filled with 1300 guests, and earlier at the ceremony as I
watched them receive their prize "from the hands of his majesty, the King" and
heard the trumpet fanfare!

First
Person

College rejection and
life's endless struggle
SITTING IN the cafeteria lounge on a
recent wintery afternoon, a senior boy
talked about life or at least tried to understand it. The second college rejection letter had come in the mail.
"When you're rejected the first time
you think, 'Don't worry, the other
schools will come through.' Then, when
the second letter comes you dtm't know
what to think about yourself, about life,
about everything.''
HE SIGHED. "I'm so confused. It's
all so confusing! Life's so confusing! I
m~an, when you think about it, it never
seems to work out the way you think it
should. "
·
After discussing this -life ··hypothesis
- for a while he said, "I guess reality · . ·
made me know that it had to happen for
a reason . You don't quite know what it is
though and try hard to figure it out that 's when the guilt trip comes along.
You think 'if only I had done better, if
only I had tried harder .' Then you start

from College-----

Haven't - Heard - Of

"WHERE'S YOUR BROTHER going to college?" my 8year-old sister Alexa was asked by her friend.
"Haverford," my sister replied.
"Haven't heard? You haven't heard where your brother's
going to college'?"
"No, Haverford! He's at Haverford!"

Guest
Column
Tom
Goldstein, '84
Yes, I attend Haverford. Not Harvard or Hartford, but
Haverford, a small liberal arts college in the Philadelphia
suburbs. Unless you are applying to East Coast colleges you
have likely never heard of Haverford.
I knew little abo~t the school myself when I entered last
fall. I soon discovered, though, that Haverford isn't too
much different than U-High. Like U-High it is a small .school,
with only about 1,100 students. Most classes are sm~ll and
students generally have ea·sy access to tf}eir professors. Ad-

this

......

one?

ditionally, any student who wants can join a sports team, or
any other campus activity. Like U-High, Haverford doesn't
have a football team and soccer is the big sport.
Students' attitudes, though, are a bit different from those
of U-Highers. The Haverford student body is quite
homogenous . Most 'Fords hail from the white upper-middleclass suburbs in Long Island and New Jersey. Students are
generally friendlier and more honest than most U-Highers.
This is due, largely, to the social and academic honor codes
which Haverford students actually follow.
In my economics class last semester, we were given takehome tests every two weeks. It would be easy to cheat on
these tests, especially since · my roommate is in the same
class, but we didn't, and few Haverfordians do.
Students follow the social honor code with the same enthusiasm, though sometimes they get a bit too enthusiastic.
With all the dorm bathrooms in Haverford being coed, late
one night a bunch of us raided another dorm and stole all
their shower curtains. Upon accomplishing tbe mission,
· th9ugh, several upperclass raiders insisted on.im~ediately
returning the curtains. They c;lidn't want to carry the joke
· too far. I guess they are still ahead of the U-High class of '84, .
which still hasn't pulled a·se.nior pi:ank. ·
<Tom

Goldstein was editor-in-chief !)f the Midway sprif!g 9uarter last year .>

hatip.g yourself, I mean really hating .
"After hatred ceases, reality takes
over again. You then begin to think
about the future. About all th~ things
you might fail at, what might happen to
throw you back and then you get scared.
You start having a pessimistic outlook
on life in general. You think about it in
terms of a never-ending struggle.
"WHEN YOU'RE IN high school you
work hard to get into a good college.
When you're in a good college you work
hard to get a good job afterwards. When
you have a decent job you work hard to
get from the bottom to the top. When
you're at the top you struggle to stay
there. It just becomes a big game.
"Even if you really don't want to play
the game, even if the stereotypical su-

Opinion
Gina
Mills
burban house with a well-kept lawn, a
wife, 2.5 kids and a two-car garage
wouldn't really make you happy, you do
it all for success. Happiness is success
and success is money and money buys
image and power.
"Then you realize that's what life is
all about. You've finally figured it out.
You suddenly know why you feel so
strongly about being rejected at name
schools. You realize that life's all about
images and society's standards. It's all
about doing what's right. It's all about
. doing the right thing, having the right
school to put on job applications, having
the right career, not what you want just
what's right. It's all so superficially
phony.
"YOU . ALMOST wonder if you've .
been brainwashed. It makes you understand why you feel. that you either go to
Yale or Stanford or nowhere; you're eith_er a doctor, a lawyer or no one."
. So a person has to asJ{, does U-High ·
prepare us for ·reality or ·make ·us into · ·
such competitive persons that we can- .
not accept · downfalls? , Maybe that's
something to think about':
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A have-vs.-have not nation? Opinions differ

By Todd Bakal

selves."
Other U-Highers are concerned that fundamentalist
Christian groups will influence Reagan appointments
of government officials. Moral Majority leader the
Rev. Jerry Falwell has publicly boasted of his ability
to affect the President's decision on the next two Supreme Court justices. Worried about the possible effeet influences could have on issues such as prayer in
schools, senior Judith Meschel explained, "America
has always been a bastion of democracy . Unfortunately, with the population becoming more homogeneous,
and with Protestantism the undisputely dominant religion, the resistance against less-than-democratic religious legislation tends to weaken. I'm afraid that these
groups will fully realize their potential power and weaken our democratic system."
Senior Fawn Houck, Nuclear Disarmament Club
president, feels even more strongly about the merging
of church and state. "The WASPS seem to want to run
the country and the religious fanatics would like to

A growing gap between mainstream, white, wealthy
conservatives and minority groups such as non-Christians, blacks and lower-income families worries many
U-Highers, recent Midway interviews indicate. They
feel such a gap could weaken American democracy,
with the wealthy in power increasingly ignoring the
needs of the unrepresented minority groups .
Ronald Reagan's 59 per cent vote in the Presidential
elections represents a major endorsement of such a direction, they feel. Reagan did not receive large black
· support, getting only 9 per cent of that vote.
Several U-Highers see a widening separation of
classes as a principle factor in future politics. "The
American people who are financially secure believe in
reducing welfare and other civil programs ," explained junior Sanjay Agrawala. "They don't want to
give away their money for free. There is some substance to that, but I feel that we should help those that
are financially deprived . until they can help them-

make politicians take a religion test," she explained.
"They want everyone to follow the mainstream. There
·appears to be no room for nonconformism."
Sanjay believes, however, that the populace of the
nation is becoming more conservative by choice. "A
small group didn't control all of the voters," he
stressed. "Religion is coming back. Most people would
vote against abortion and for voluntary prayer ."
Despite the contrast of opinion about whether these
separations are proper or not, social studies teacher
Earl Bell feels the status quo among the classes will be
maintained . He explained that "Reagan's policies
have had marginaUmpact. He will have one-and-ahalf to two years maximum before he becomes a lame
duck."
Frustrated by the advances she thinks the conserva- .
tive groups will make , Fawn added, "I'm still pessimistic, but there is only so long that you can be depressed, and then you must go on."

Reagan · should take

GOT THt BLAHS? CHEERUP! new loOk at Star Wars

AROUND THISTIMEof

year it seems
everyone hits a low. Spice things up with a
party! It's easy. Just come to Mr. G's , stuff
your basket with goodies, make a few phone
calls and wait for the guests to arrive. You'll
liven things up in no time.
1226 E. 53rd St.
363-2175

Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 9 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
Open Thurs., Fri., 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Open Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m .

WITH THE POSSIBILITY increasing for the first nuclear arms
control .agreement between the U.S. and the Soviet Union in five
years, it is imperative that President Ronald Reagan reexamine his
commitment to the Strategic Defense Initiative weapon system .
The system's potential development constitutes one of the main obstacles to successful negotiations.
SDI, nicknamed
"Star
Wars,'' is a proposed system of Current
space-based lasers which President Reagan said could pro- Events
vide an impenetrable shield
over the U.S. against incoming
Soviet missiles. The Soviets . Josh
wolfld not agree to sign an arms
Cohen
control treaty without a guarantee that SDI would not be researched or deployed. Is SDI valuable enough to the U.S. to risk jeopardizing any weapons treaty?
The answer is no.
Certainly the best argument against SDI is the fact that it would
not make nuclear war "obsolete" as President Reagan claims. It
would be totally ineffective against both cruise missiles and
manned bombers. Officials in the Reagan administration also
admit that it would not even come close to shooting down 100 per
cent of the Soviet Union's land-based missiles.
Although SDI could not make the U.S. invulnerable to nuclear
weapons , the Kremlin, according to nuclear arms specialist Strobe
Talbott, so fears U.S. technology that it believes SDI would give the
U.S. the ability to launch a first strike against the Soviet Union without having to worry about retaliation . If SDI were ever deployed,
therefore, it would only act as a destabilizing force . The Soviets'
fears would make them embark on a new arms buildup to insure
that they could hit the U.S. in the event of a nuclear war.
Furthermore, the Soviets would surely build space weapons of
their own, which would also increase tensions by leading to an arms
race in space .
President Reagan should use SDI for bargaining in exchange for
cuts in Soviet offensive missiles. Unless he demonstrates this type
of flexibility, the arms race will only continue .

Soph sees no India change
By Michael Evans, community developments editor
"Nothing is really going to change . He was just elected because of
his mother," said sophomore Kiki Brar ; referring to last month 's
election of Rajiv Ghandi as India's new prime minister.
Kiki returned home from what was to be a year 's study in India
following the Oct. 30 killing of longtime prime minister Indira
Ghandi , Rajiv 's mothe r: and a member of the Hindu faith, by
members of the Sikh faith on her security staff. Open fighting between members of the opposing faiths followed the assassination.
Kiki thinks it will be a while before India settle s down. "I think in
about 10 years , the Sikhs will find a leader and unify to mak e an
army and they will form their own countr y," he said.
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The Army's Delayed Entry Programcould really
help you move ahead in this world. It works like this:'
you choose a skillyou'd like to train in, qualify for it, ·
and the Anny guarantees it. Youdon't go in until your
skilltraining becomes available.
·
Youhave over 300 skillsto choose from, many
technical,many with civilianjob applications.Sodon't
delay. Check into Delayed Entry with your Anny
Recruiter.
Sgt. Logan

643-0432
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A flavorful day in the life of the cafeteria

Story by Gytis Liulevicius, 1 photos by Julius Esclamado
6: 58A.M. The trickle of a broken water fountain echoes
through the empty cafeteria,
where even the talking Coke
machine is blessedly quiet. The
sound blends with muffled conversation. It comes from the
kitchen, where 11 Hyde Park
Cafe employees are getting ready for another day
of preparing meals.
Hyde Park Cafes operates five cafeterias, including U-High's, the Judd Hall coffee shop and
Ex Libris in Regenstein Library. The food prepared at U-High goes to all the other cafeterias as
well.
Among the 11 people who prepare food for UHigh's cafeteria, four work on the serving line,
four others prepare food and three who are bakers
man the ovens, two during the day, one at night.
7:29 A.M.: The trickle is interrupted · by the
sound of a janitor's vacuum cleaner in the student
lounge. After a few minutes, the lounge looks spotless. Except for the mangled ping-pong table lying
in the middle of the lounge.
Back behind the serving line cafeteria manager
Mark Kite drags on a Marlboro while talking
about the "caf."
"You can't .complain. This c·afeteria is one of the
most profitable Hyde Park Cafes," he explains .
7: 33 A.M. : The first custqmer, a senior girl, comes in for a
cup of coffee. She sleepily
pours a cup while glancing at
the menu displaying the day's
specials. Behind her, phys ed
teacher Sandy Patlak patiently
waits for his daily serving of
Chinese tea.
"We do our best to provide food that's nutritionally sound," Mr . Kite continues. "We also try for
variety. I'm in charge of the menu - we take inventory at the eqd of each day. That's a way of
finding out what's popular and what isn't . Whatever Mom would make doesn't sell. Like the beef
stew we tried .. .it was a real flop. The most popular food seems to be French fries.''

8:20 A.M.- A junior boy buys a chocolate chip
cookie, heading straight for the microwave oven
just outside the serving line. He heats the cookie,
watching as it explodes with chocolate.
"Most of our baked goods are made here," Mr.
Kite says. "There's even a baker who comes in at
8 p.m. and leaves at 2 or 3 a.m. just so there would
be fresh cookies and rolls in the morning."
11:25 A.M. "They're expensive, I know," admits
a sophomore girl, squirting catsup onto a steaming pile of French fries. "But I need them, I don't
know why, but I need them," she continues, talking with her mouth full.
About 75 pounds of French fries are prepared in
the · cafeteria daily. One to three gallons of chili
are sold, as well as about a hundred hamburgers.
"We usually buy prepared foods," Mr. Kite explains. "The French fries, for instance. We buy
those frozen. But baked goods are made fresh
daily here, plus whatever eise needs to be. Like
cole sla:,w or salads.''
12:55 P.M. U-Highers wait
patiently in the serving line for
their lunches. "Why can't they
serve steaks here?" a freshman boy complains. "I'm sick
of hamburgers."
Mr. Kite explains, "I appreciate input from students. I've
only been manager for a
month-and-a-half, so most of my time has gone
into organizing the kitchen. But I'd like to put up a
suggestion box. After all, it is the students' cafeteria."
2: 29 P .M.: A freshman girl only realizes the cafeteria is closed when she tries the door to the serving line. "Oh, it'S Friday! Oh, no ... " She shrugs
her shoulders and spins around on one foot, strolling to the talking Coke machine. She sifts through
her pockets for two quarters. She hesitates. "No, I
don't want to listen to that thing," she whines,
going back the way she came.
Only the water fountain trickles.

Cafeteria complaints
A new cafeteria committee
organized by social studies
.teacher Edgar Bernstein plans
to look for solutions to student
and teacher complaints about
service, high prices and food
quality. The committee also includes principal Robert Usellis,
Middle
School
principal
Corinne Siegel
and Middle
School teacher
Florence
Vaughan .
"We hope to sit down with
cafeteria people about maintenance service and we also hope
to encourage the maintenance
people about doing their job,"

Mr. Bernstein said.
To promote variety, quality
food and speedier service,
Hyde Park Cafes, which
operates the food service, bas
made several changes in the
daily menu service
this
quarter . Some menu selections
were removed because they
spoiled too fast; others were
added because, as specials,
they proved popular, said cafeteria manager Mark Kite.
"To simplify operations we
have tak_en Italian and barbecue beef off the menu," he said.

COPIE-yRE
OURB'lG
WE'VEBEENKNOWNAWHILEFOROUR
FULL SERVICE,VERSATILE
XEROX"WORK

And now we're becoming
known for our

INSTANT
CASS
,ETTE
TAPE
CopyingService
IT'S FAST. .. IT'S INEXPENSIVE
. ..
IT"SACCURATE
. . . 30, 60, 90 or 120
MINUTETAPES- COPYA 90 MINUTE
TAPEIN 3 MINUTES - $3.99 COMPLETE

COPYWORKS,
5210 S. HARPER AVE.
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ENJOYING
LUNCHTIME
socializing
(photos from top), sophomores Margaret
Skinner, Christina Chan, Ilana Rosenberg, Isabelle Headrick and Kathleen
Shymanski gather around a table In the
cafeteria.
U-HIGHERS CONSUME 75 pounds of
French fries a day! Freshman Stuart
Rhoden and Chris Williams grab for the
pr:ecious few that are left.
CAFETERIA
WORKER Jacob Keith
fries U-High's favorite food .

to get took
"We chose these because they
weren't selling, but we added
egg and potato salad and cole
slaw to the menu because they
were popular specials. To
make up for the simplification
of the menu, instead of one or
two specials there will be three
or four .''

Look to the future ...

There's only a few weeks till Valentine's Day so why
not plan ahead and get the perfect earrings, ring or
bracelet for your valentine.

1452 E. 53rd St. • 324-1460
Open 9:45 a.m.-6 p.m. Tues.-Sat.
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P1zzA
As the winter drags on with no
relief in sight, wouldn't a hot,
steaming
pizza
from
Giordano's just hit the spot?
Of course it would! Just think
how
the
mounds
of
mozzarella and your favorite
toppings would warm your
tummy or how the succulent
tomato sauce and fine crust
would cheer your day . So
don't just sit ·there drooling.
Get to Giordano' ·s or call for
fast pick-up. We open early
and we close late. It's always
toasty warm at Giordano's.
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Playing

basketball

since 3rd grade (photos from
left), sophomore
MICHAEL
GREENSTONE
now
plays for both the frosh-soph and varsity teams. For
Mike's first varsity year, he says he's adapting to the
style of play quite well, but mentioned the difficult
level of competition. Mike says he'll be effective if he
improves Ql"Irebounds and defense.
What's hurting his playing the most, Mike said, is
the amount of mental errors he commits during competition. "I can prevent thiS- by focusing my attention
only on the game," he said.
If Mike improves on these aspects of his game, it will
benefit the Maroons, who lack experience. Altnough
Mike enjoys basketball for the competitive challenge

he also enjoys the mental
quires.

and physical

ability

it re-

"We have a lot of experience working together,
because most of the people from last year came
back," commented senior Bl RDI E QUAN, girls' varsity basketball player. Tho .ugh the team's practice
time has been cut since last year because the two boys'
and two girls' basketball squads practice at alternate
times, Birdie feel .sit hasn't hurt them much.
"We have stiffer competition
than last year but
we're fast and tough, so we're doing well. We're having a successful year."
·· Last year, the players felt the Maroons' main pro-

blem was lack of spirit; the team plans on improving
that this season, Birdie explained. "That's what we're
all about because to do well we need to work together."

Last May senior JAMIE KIMBALL, indoor track
state qualifier, placed 7th in the 400-meter run with a
time of 50 seconds, his personal best. This season, he
said, "My goal is to place in the top three in the state
finals, and to do that, I must break 50 seconds."
Jamie anticipates an excellent indoor track season
- which started last Tuesday - because of the pro~
mise last year's juniors displayed. Although Jamie
would like to improve individually, his first priority is
helping the team.

Sarah Duncan scores 1,000th cage point
By Miriam Lane,
editor-in-chief
Bearing roses, one for every
100 points, girls' basketball
players congratulated
team
member Sarah Duncan, who
sank the 1,000th point of her
high school career in a home
game against Willibrord last
Thursday. Play stopped and
the team celebrated
with
Sarah, who until that moment
was unaware she was m_aking
U-High history. The Maroons
iced the cake with a 51-26 win
over Willibrord (frosh-soph had
won 29-6).
Both the Maroons and Sarah,
a senior, had received considerable media coverage prior
to the game. The Maroons were
rated 5th in a Sun-Times rank-

ing last month of Class A teams
and Sarah was named one of
the area's top 50 players, and
the best small school player.
In addition, the Sun-Times
published a half-page feature
on Sarah Dec. 30 spotlighting
both her academic and athletic
goals. It has been an eventful
winter sports season for U-High
generally, by sport as follows:
GIRLS' BASKETBALL Varsity
stands at 9 wins, 1 loss, frosh -soph at 4
wins, 4 losses.
Varsity triumphed in their first game
against Nazareth, Dec. 5, there, 59-21,
with frosh-soph falling 17-26. Strong pass ing helped lift varsity 51-41 against
Evergreen Park Dec . 7 at home. But
even with freshman Tracy Thompson's
high score of 10 points, frosh-soph lost 1825. Varsity trounced Luther South 59-19
Dec. 13 at home but frosh-soph, though
playing tough, lost 17-20.
Varsity took an impressive 2nd in the

St.Anne 's Christmas Tournament beginning Dec. 20, only losing to Lemont in the
third round after defeating Danville
Schlarman 47-44and St. Anne 62-27.
U-High swept Latin away Jan . 11, here,
varsity 81-10, frosh -soph 26-14. At the
Frosh-Soph Invitational Jan . 12, the
Maroons retained a IO-point lead over
Walther Lutheran until the 4th quarter,
when the Broncos put U-High down 24-35.
The same day, U-High came back
against Ridgewood 30-17. Varsity didn't
slow down against
Morgan Park
Academy last Tuesday, away, beating
the luckless Warriors 94-13.
At Elgin Friday · varsity won 52-13,
frosh-soph won 18-12.
BOYS' BASKETBALL Varsity
cagers triumphed over Harvard 70-46
Dec. 4, there. Frosh-soph slipped by 4037. Both frosh-soph and varsity cagers
squeaked by Lake Forest Academy Dec.
7, there; varsity 46-45 in overtime and
frosh-soph 45-44. Even with the help of ·
· John Gibson' s 17 points, varsity cagers
lost 57-73 against Marion Dec. 8 here.
Leon Walker stood out against North
Shore Dec. 11, here, helping varsity win
79-61. Frosh -soph won 59-49. Sarah's
younger brother, Owen, a freshman,
scored 10 points.
Home-court advantage
lielped lift
Francis Parker 61-62 over the Maroons.

Frosh -soph also lost, 46-59. At the Lemont
Chr·stmas Tournament, beginning Dec.
26, U-High lost a close one 52-64 against
Lemont . At home Jan. 5, Quigley South
. trounced U-High 48-71 and 21-65. Senior
John Gibson and junior Darryl Simmons'
high scores of 16 each helped U-High
defeat the Morton Park Academy Warriors 80-53 Jan . 8 at home . Frosh-soph
triumped 46-19. Varsity beat Latin 64-35
there, Jan. 11, while frosh-soph fell 46-52.
Against St. Gregory, Jan. 12, here, varsity triumphed 75-59, though frosh-soph
lost 34-43 and 24-45.
At Elgin Friday varsity lost 48-44,
frosh-soph lost 29-27. Varsity stands at 8
wins, 8 losses , frosh-soph at 3-8.
BOYS' SWIMMING - Drowning in the
saves of tough opponents, the boys' swim
team lost three consecutive home meets
to Thornridge, Dec. 4, 32-43varsity (51-25
frosh-sophl; Latin, Dec. 11, 27-48 (29-45)
and Bloom, Jan . 4, 29-45 (31-34). Hard
practices over Christmas break contributed to Maroon victories over Quigley
North, Jan. 8, away, 47-27 (39-24) and
Evergreen Park, Jan. 11, away, 80-42(5560 l. At the Riverside -Brookfield
Invitational Jan. 12, away, the strokers
got trounced, placing ninth out of nine
teams with 25 points.
Against Mt. Carmel Jan. 18, away, the
Maroons lost 18-57, varsity but won 42-34

frosh-soph. Varsity stands at 3 wins, 4
losses, frosh-soph at 4-3.
GYMNASTICS - In their season
·opener at Thornton Dec. 8 the girls' gymnastics team finished second in a
triangular meet with 99 points against
Thornton and Maine East. Junior varsity
lost with 56.9 points. The Maroons dropped three in a row to Morton East and
Glenbard South Dec. 11 at Morton East,
113.7-114.7-118.9 (66.6-89.6-91.5); Maria,
Jan . 10, home, 114-115.8(41.1-93.2); and
Maria again Jan . 15, away , 107.2-115.5
(40.6-93.5) .
At Lourdes Jan. 17 varsity won
105.3-30.2,frosh-soph lost 22-90. At home
against Thornridge Jan . 19 varsity won
125.4-98.4, frosh -soph won with a forfeit.
Varsity stands at 3 wins, 4 losses, froshsoph at 1-6.
INDOOR TRACK - Starting the
season with 28 members, three less than
the previous two years , boy indoor
tracksters should still score a strong
season, says coach Nancy Johnson . "We
have lots of quality and even though
we're running against some tough teams,
I'm confident," she says. With 23 girls
out, coach Ron Drozd is optimistic
despite large inexperience .
(Lisa Crayton, . Susan Simon and
Michelle Dupont also contributed to this
story.)

Joys, Jolts
of phys ed
Some U-Highers love
gym, others loathe ·it
By Gregory Winston
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Phys ed. For some U-Highers it's a relaxing break from usual school pressures. For
others it's a constant source of anxiety, embarrassment and discomfort. So . indicate
students polled by the Midway last month as
part of a journalism class project.
The majority of U-Highers interviewed
said that they do well in phys ed, enjoying
the rest from the1r regular classes. A
freshman girl said, "I like gym because it's
a relaxing break .from academics and an
easy grade.''
Sophomore Henry Esterly explained, 'I've
always done well in gym and, therefore, I
.like it.'
Some students, though they do well in
gym, are bothered by physical discomforts . .
A freshman girl explained, "I hate it. It
takes up free periods. I hate changing
clothes. Swimming's the worst because the
chlorine in the water messes up my hair. I
get fake medicals during swimming and
basketball.''
A junior boy who detests gym said, "I'm
an athletic person , but I hate gym, mainly

Art by May Liao

because the slow-moving classes are boring.
The Phys Ed Department takes gym so
seriously. It's ridiculous not to let someone
graduate because they failed gym.''
Those students not athletically-inclined
find special difficulties in phys ed. A
freshman boy said, "I'm really bad in gym
and people who are athletic constantly ignore me and make fun of the way I play
sports."
Henry observed, "If someone is really bad
at a sport then usually people will just ignore
them. But sometimes people will treat them
rudely by not picking them or a team.''
Athletic director Debbie Kerr said phys ed
teachers attempt to help such students. "If a
student isn't doing well in gym, then the
teacher will talk to him or her before or after
class to try to help them," she said, adding,
"A student doesn't have to have exceptional
skills to do well in gym. They're also graded
on participation,
attitude, cooperation,
quizzes, tests and attendance."

a sampling of winter sports standouts

Photos by Vandana Sharma

Achieving her personal best time of 2:30 in the
800-meter run her sophomore year, senior CONN IE
VERRUSIO, indoor track runner, sets a goal to break
that record this season. Switching from the 400 to the
800 her sophomore year was a drawback
at first
because she didn't have experience in the larger
· races, Connie explained.
·
"I enjoy both the competition and the friendship that
being a member of the track team provides," Connie
said, "because it gives me an easier atmosphere in
which to run."
"The larger turnout this year will help the team,"

pointed out senior ROBERT TALERMAN,
varsity
breast stroker. "We have abo~t 23 people compared to
the 11 we had last year. And the more people we have
the more points we can earn, and every point is important."
Robert, who's been on tlie team for three years, says
the Maroons lack experience because they don't have
many returning swimmers, but with hard practices
they hope for a better season than last year's 1-1-8 record.
"Since we have a lot more people pushing each other
to get better," he added, "it should be a fun season."
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Sports
Julie

Stone
11 losses. Or in 1980when the Cubs were 34 games
below .500.

Exterminators rid gym
of _longtime pest guests

In that decade, Chicago's five major sports
teams - the Bears, Black Hawks, Bulls, Cubs and
White Sox - had a combined win-loss average of
.468. In other words, they lost more than 53 per
cent of the games they played.
The good news is that there has been a noticeable upsurge in the fortunes of Chicago sports
teams over the last three years, and the description "losers" just doesn't apply anymore. In the
last three years, the Cubs, Sox and Bears each
made it to the top of their divisions. The Black
Hawks were first in the Norris division and twice
made it to the Stanley Cup semifinals. The Bulls
are now first-place contenders under Michael Jordan's leadership.
Then there's the Sting, who have been the NASL
champs for the past two years and have recently
won 10 straight games.
·
These ar ,e pretty impressive statistics, but the
fans who ht.mg that banner weren't exactly out of
line. Though things are looking up, there remains
that lingering frustration in Chicago sports teams
of never quite making it all the way. M"aybe it was
easier for Chicago fans 10 years ag,.obecause they
didn't have teams like the Cubs ana ·Bears of today
who were only inches away from being number
one.
Right now Chicago is a city of winners, but it
won't erase its loser image until it's a city of
champs.

Clean up and bug out l
That's what the Phys Ed Department accomplished over Christmas vacation. Preparing for a
planned renovation of Sunny Gym, the Parents'
Association financed a full extermination of the
lockerrooms Dec. 21.
Before Christmas vacation
students were asked to clean
out their lockers and leave
them open, with combination
locks placed on the outside.
"Signs and announcements
were posted and on Dec. 21 at
12:30 the building was empty,"
said athletic director Debbie
Kerr.
The exterminators solved a
longtime problem, Ms. Kerr
Well now you can.
said. "We've always had a bug
We have all the
problem in the gym and hopegreat
ones that you
fully this will help us get better
never
had the
control of it,'' she explained.

Skiers take day
off tomorrow
Spending tomorrow
on the sk i
slopes
rather
than
in the
classroom , about 250 U-Highers
are expected to spend the day
at Wilmot Mountain
in Wisconsin.
Leaving
at 7: 30 a.m ., two
busses will make the two-hour
trip to Wilmot, dropping the uH ighers off until 4:30 p.m .
Those going have paid for lessons, rentals and lift tickets already, but they shouldn't forget
money for lunch or they'll
be
left out in the cold, reminds Student Activities
director
Don
Jacques.

- Profiles by Joel Lubin and Eva Schorr

..

Coping ..with a loser image
A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO at a Black Hawks
game at the Stadium, a group of fans hung a large
banner from the top balcony. It read "Chicago Still Home of the Losers.''
Unfortunately, for about a decade that statement was hardly _.unfair. Some of the years from
1973 to 1982 were truly memorable for Chicago
sports teams. Like in 1973when the Bears finished
in last place in the central division with 3 wins and

"It's great that 12 people joined the team, compared
to last year's six," commented senior FAWN HOUCK,
varsity gymnast. · "Everyone
gets along really well.
With more support and more people to turn to for help
than last year, the weaker people learn by watching
the better people."
Fawn, who's competed since her sophomore year,
feels that support and cooperation will play a big part
in a potentially good season. "Our goal this year is to
help everybody along and be the best team we can be."

IMDISPEMSABLE
HARDWARE
Don't let that leaky
faucet leave you all wet.
Come to Anderson's Ace
Hardware, where we have
a full selection of
hardware, tools, paint
and appliances to choose
from. And our friendly
salespeople wi 11gladly
assist you in finding
exactly what you need.
We are Hyde Park's only
complete hardware store
and we are located close
to school. No need to
travel. .
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cha nee to see and
with ever growing
collection of more
than 5,000 videos
you can catch the
ones you just
missed.

Just ~ake a
short walk
from UHigh to
Conn and
Stern and
we'll dre ss
you stylishly

for a

-HYDEPARK
VIDEOMOVIE
..·.~CENTER

c.~.

HOMEOF THE
VIDEO GOOD GUYS

1605 E. 55th St.
in Hyde Park
OPENALL WEEK

Mon.-Fri .: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat: 10 a.m.-6 :30 p.m.
Sun: Noon-5 p.m.

reasonable
pri ce.

Junior Peter
' Hendrix selects a '.:
navy blue Kangol
Hat to go with Flis
Zero King jacket at
Cohn & Stern.

55 and Lake Park
in the Hyde Shopping Center
752-8100
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Only 50 to learn CPR

0

Only 50 students will be able to attend Student Council's CPR
Day, tentatively scheduled for Wed., Feb. 6 at Michael Reese Hospital, says Student Council president Melissa Pashigian. Melissa originally hoped to send 200, the n·umber who participated in a CPR Day
at school two years ago, but Michael Reese lacked enough instructors. Melissa could not find another agency that could take more
than Michael Reese. Student Council will announce signups when
plans are finalized.
In other Student Council news, a fall finals week proposal by the
workload committee, left unconsidered by the facuity because the
end of the quarter was near , has been revised. The new plan for
winter quarter eliminates morning review sessions and adds conference hours so teachers can talk individually with students . Committee chairperson Debbie Dowell said it planned to present the
new proposal to department chairpersons last Thursday .
For Valentine's Day, Thurs., Feb. 14, Student Council for 25 cents
will give students entering its computer dating service names of
five students of the opposite sex whose interests most nearly match
their own.
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NeW board reacti -ons
(continued from front page)

Some commented that including non-University people as Board
members will widen the Board's representation. Others said the
Board's members are primarily University-connected and conservative.
Two Lab Schools commission members, principal Robert Usellis
and Parents' Association president Gail Wilson, mother of freshman Stephen and a Lower Schooler, favor the Board's direct
powers and including non-University members.
"Being part of a clear chain of command," Mr. Usellis comment.ed, "the Board will clear up channels of communication. This might
clear up the despair that existed before, when people couldn't handle the problems. Also, the Board now seems to make the Schools
more independent and it leaves the director with more time to better look after the Schools."
Having University and non-University members, Ms. Wilson
said, provides important skills and opinions for the Schools. "A
·community board brings in people who .are experts in other fields
besides educating - business for example," she explained . "Those
with marketing skills will help maintain the long-term financial viability of the Schools. It will provide the opinions and expertise needed for a diverse school.''
s"ocial studies teacher Edgar Bernstein, Faculty Association
president who as a commission member favored restructuring the
former University Precollegiate Board to which, in addition to the
provost, the director was responsible, believes an independent
Board complicates the governance system.
"The positioning of the chain of command in a straight line," he
said, "makes it more complicated. There's an extra body to deal
with. I thought the problems of recent years were due not to the
structure of governance but with the people who occupied the positions and t~e means by ':Yhichthey were chosen ."
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In the Midway's game version of

"Making It To College/' the object is to make it successfully through U-High
and go on to college. Any number of players can participate . Just get a coin,

.

"

'

roll a die and move to the designated space .

IT'S A

l<iLLER

Murder can be _fun, sa:;T
players of fantasy game
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Stories by Aaron Lubin
Photos by Mark Moseley
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Waiting on a rooftop 'for
his victim, sophomore
Mike O'Connor grips a
water balloon. As the
enemy approaches, he
drops the balloon. It
splatters over his victim.
He is dead.

Dead in the game "Killer," that is.
Created by game inventor Steve Jackson,
the concept for "Killer" games was published in 1981. Using Jackson's instruction
book as a guide, senior Jonathan Cobler invented a new scenario for playing the
game called "Climb to the Top."

I,

MOST PLAYERS kill with two basic
wec\pons, dart guns and "poison." One type
of "poison;'' Vaseline, is used by smearing
it on a person's locker. Then, when the victim opens his locker, he dies . .

Besides Vaseline, salt in a drink or pepper in food serves to terminate a victim.
Yet players agree the dart gun remains
the most effective weapon. The gun is easily concealed, quickly drawn and easy to
shoot.

"WE PLAYED last November," said
Jon, who serves as Game Master and coordinates the entire game. "In my game,
there are 21 people, with nine teams of one
to four players. One of each teammate is
the leader, in a political position. The goal
is to kill people who are ahead politically;
as in real life, when the President is killed,
the Vice President becomes President and
so on down nine times." ·

I

~'

PLAYERS FEEL that "Killer" success
comes from careful, cautious planning,
and always knowing their victims' whereabouts. "I first check my victim's schedule
out, carefully planning all of his moves and
mine," said sophomore Micah Jackson. "If
the person is a friend, I would prefer to use
contact poison on them because I already
have their trust. On another person, I
would isolate them and shoot them with a
dart gun. When I killed him I would feel
like I'm the best. It's a real high."

Despite the fact the game deals with kill• ing, most players just see it ·as another
game and don't consider the death aspect
"Killer" games occur about once monthly. A game usually lasts three to five days.
Participants play throughout Hyde Park
and Kenwood, as well .as at U-High.

particularly important. The kill may be the
climax of the game, yet players feel the
hunt is more intriguing.
"I FEEL LIKE I've won when I've beat ·
the person's defenses," said sophomore
Andy Stigler. "The game is a real challenge."
Some players think "Killer" simulates
real life with added excitement. "The
whole process of tracking somebody down
and killing them makes me feel like a
hero," said freshman Toshi Baily, "like a
James Bond type of character."
Sophomore David Nasatir added, "It's
kind of like a grown-up cops-and-robbers.
Irs exciting outsmarting other people. The
game adds a dimension of mind and versatility."
MANY PLAYERS
enjoy playing
'·'Killer" because it's more realistic than
other games.

"I used to play 'Dungeons and Dragons'," said sophomore Michelle Freed,
"but in 'Killer' I can really act out the
characters ."

•Other . games ...

"There are time limits of 11: 35 a.m. to 2
a.m. on weekdays, and weekend play lasts
from 11:35 a.m. Friday morning to 2 a.m.
.the next Monday in my game," Jon explained.

Who is the Ba,be·Ruth of Japan?
Junior Emily Michalik ponders the question
but isn't able to come up with the answer. She is
playing U-High's team version of Trivial Pur•
suit, a popular board game in which participants answer trivia questions. Another popular
•
game is Rotisserie Baseball, where players act
as team owners and compare player statistics.
Freshman Julius Esclamado began a Trivial Pursuit club in October that meets Mondays at lunch in room 306. In U-High's version,
five three-member teams roll a die to determine the question catergory . Among them are hi~tory, sports and leisure, science and nature, arts and literature, entertainment and geography. Julius and
English teacher Hope Rhinestine use the board game cards, asking
18 questions to each team. After an incorrect answer, other teams
get a chance to answer the same question, now worth five points.
"Trivial Pursuit is really enjoyable," said junior Andrew Richman. "I find out things I didn't know I knew."
Another game some U-Highers find enjoyable is Rotisserie Baseball, based on the book "Rotisserie League Baseball" by Dan
Okrent. Five U-Highers and two '84 graduates play . Last spring,
each "drafted" major league baseball players, using $280 of play ·
money to bid for them. Once each drafted 25 players, they kept
track of hitting and pitching statistics and compiled ·them. At the
end of last season each team's figures were compared. The better
statistics a , team has the more real money the owner wins from
others.
..
Now, durng the off-~eason, members trade players and keep an·
eye on baseball events. "I love baseball and arguing whose players
are better/' .said senior Chris Krentz. "It's fun to own and manipu. ·. .
. . .. .
.
late big name players.''
And, ,bythe W,ay,the Babe Ruth ofJapan is Sadaharu Oh.
•

•

~

Mind-bogg I ing .. .questions
from Tr .ivial Pursuit games lured UHighers to form a Tri.vial Pursuit
club . . · , '
·
, ·· ·
Art by.Stephanie Golqbf;!g
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OUNDTABLE
Teacher attitudes vary
widely, students say
So

it's the '80s. Sexual
roles have been redefined and women
are treated less as the "second sex."
But are girls at U-High treated the same
as boys? The Midway recently conducted a.forum with three U-Highers to find
out. The conversation was taped, then
edited and rearranged for brevity and
cohesiveness.
Participants
included sophomores
Leah Zonis and Scott Kieff and senior

cliques than male-female cliques .
LEAH: I personally don't think there
are any significant differences. There
might be some, but none of major importance.

Maurice Rabb. One other girl did not
show up for the panel. Senior Mimi Ghez
moderated.

How do you view male and
female role differences, if any,
at U-High?

MAURICE: Well, I've heard some
pretty sexist jokes, mainly against females. You know, like, "The woman's
place is in the house, barefoot and pregnant." But it was just joking to annoy
people. Also, boys seem to have more
roles to fill. Boys are supposed to grow
up to be men, but girls grow up to be
girls. And boys aren't supposed to cry at
school. Also, girls can't ask out guys because then they would look like aggressive, horny women.

SCOTT: The one thing I've noticed is
that there tends to be more all-female

Do you feel teachers treat
boys and girls the same?
LEAH: I think some teachers seem to
slighly favor their female students , but I
don't think it's anything major . Academically, though, teachers don't grade
by sex .

SCOTT: A"male teacher I once had
used to give girls quite a bit of favoritism, though the boys wouldn't get any.
It was all based on the good looks of the
female.

even give the girls a chance even when
they were capable. It was so infuriating! But there's nothing you can do. You
can't blatantly say "You favor this girl
just because she is !"
SCOTT: That's right. There's nothing
you can do because the teacher is the
teacher. If you do cause problems, you
sometimes lose quite a bit, especially
when final grades are coming out.

Do you feel teachers treat students differently on other bases?
SCOTT: If you've had a teacher before, they favor you and give you a good
grade.
LEAH: Also, students who have taken
a teacher more than once know what
that specific teacher likes or dislikes
and how to go along with that. Things
like enthusiasm also count. Also, if a
teacher has a certain liking or disliking
for your stereotypical role, whatever it
may be, from his or her own background.
MAURICE: Yeah , or if the teacher
just doesn't like what you are. If he
doesn't like that you're New Wave, or
that you were suspended, he 'll just show
you no respect .

SCOTT: I've seen more girls kissing
up to teachers th?n boys, to get good
grades. I once saw a girl put her arm

MAURICE: Yeah, I remember once
one male teacher had a female student
on his lap! I had another teacher who
would always give the girls help. But he
wouldn't help the boys because he figured the girls were weaker, or dumber,
or not as capable as the boys. He didn't

"Boys aren't supposed to cry at
sch.ool," senior Mal!rice
Rabb (third
from left) half -jokingly says, describing
a difference between girls' . and boys'

roles during a Midway -conducted forum
on chauvinism at U-High. Moderated by
.senior Mimi Ghez (far left) the forum
also included sophomores Scott .Kieff
csec.ond from left) and Leah Zonis.
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1985:
A time for beginnings, resolutions and images. Speaking of images, what about yours?

Don't be the
ragbum you were last year. Spruce yourself up without going broke with a wardrobe from the ScholarShip Shop,
Hyde Park's high-quality, secondhand store. And speaking
of images, see what happens to yours.

THE

s

CHOLARSIIlP
SHOP
1372 E. 53rd St.
493-0805
Open 10 a.m.-5 p_m. Mon.-Sat .

HAIR1;ETStNYouR EYES

as the winter
Thaw out at
with a bag of
cheese (or a
corn! We'll s
take the chill
winter. Buy o
second at ha
Rainbow's E
February, 19

· WITHValentine's
Day coming up
Feb. 14 you want
to look your best.
But how can you
look at anything
with your hair
falling in your
eyes? Call the
Reynolds Club
Barber Shop and
let them solve
your problem
. .lovingly!

EYNOLDSCLUB

BARBER
SHOP

DON'TB

Nearbyin the lower level of
MandelHall,
5706 S. UniversityAve.
OpenMon.·Fri.,
8a.m.·Sp.m.
Forappointment
call 962·8573

~o
1458 E. 53rd St.
667-3800

around a teacher and pat her on the
back to thank her for something.

LEAH: It's also true that most male
students would not do that to male
teachers. But this is a prep schoolmost people take whatever small a_gvaritage they have ... male, female ,
whatever it is . Girls do take advantage
of what little influence they can cause.

Do boys and girls get the
same treatment and response
in sports?

LEAH: Well, one gym teacher always
makes sexist comments and he does
seem to let the girls off much easier
than he does the boys. The expectations
for boys and girls are different. The
girls are not expected to do as well by
many of the teachers and are graded accordingly. Sometimes it's kind of annoying but then you can say the hell with
that and do it anyway and feel good.

MAURICE : In gym , girls get made
fun of if they take a " masculine " sport,
like wrestling, or a boy takes a " feminine" sport, like field hockey. It's pretty
lousy because then you can't experience
anything.

•
persist,

S0111e stereotypes
By Eva Schorr

In academic classes many U-Highers believe the situation is
reversed. Both male and female students said that academic
teachers are easier on girls.

Results of a Midway poll conducted last month as part of a
journalism class project show that many U-Highers feel that
boys are favored in phys ed classes by both students and teachers and girls are given a somewhat easier time in their academic classes.

ONE SENIOR BOY who asked to remain anonymous said,
"One male teacher obviously favors girls; he's much harder on
the boys and he's gentle and not so hard on the girls.''

MOST GIRLS INTERVIEWED felt inferior to their male
classmates in phys ed, feeling that demands on them were lessened as a result of their sex.
Junior Courtney Murphy said, "When gym teachers pick people for captains they usually pick guys because they think girls
wouldn't do as well."

A sophomore girl felt, "Practically all the academic te~chers
treat girls better by being easier and more polite to us than the
boys."
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Girls say they often feel that even their male classmates
don't treat them as equals. Courtney commented , "When we
were playing flickerball, the boys never passed the ball to the
girls , and when we complained to the teacher, he didn't say
anything to them."

Traditional attitudes towards males and females are
changing with the '80s, right? Maybe not. At U-High, students
say they often find themselves thrown into old stereotypes by
teachers and other students . based on their sex.

11'1Rat

U--Highers
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Most academic teachers don't consider favoritism an obvious
problem here. Science teacher Carolyn McPherson com:piented, "I have no conscious prejudices. If I ever say something
that sounds unfair I'm not aware of it."
Junior Lara Ulrich remembers one English teacher telling
her that, to be fair , he makes ah effort to call on an equal
number of girls and boys in class.
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SOME STUDENTS FEEL that if favoritism exists here,
there may be other reasons for it.

Boys said the same attitude results in harder work for them
sometimes. Freshman Randy McNeiU thinks that in phys ed
boys are chosen more often to demonstrate certain techniques
and that fewer athletic demands are made on girls. "One gym
teacher said the boys should be able to run a certain distance in
a shorter time than the girls," Randy said as an example .

"The individual personality of a person takes importance
over specific gender ," said junior Chris Csikszentmihalyi.
" Some teachers seem to pref er certain kids , but not because of
gender .' '

SOME TEACHERS DO consider certain athletic activities
easier for boys. Phys ed teacher Larry McFarlane considers
activities requiring upper-body strength geared more towards
males. He added, "In classes like fencing, since boys are more
aggressive, they usually do better, so I expect more of boys in
that class."

Art by May Liao
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.. ~at Ida's Cafe. See if you can get
something cooking over a hot bowl of delicious
chili. Nibble on a creative sa~ad from our salad
bar, or buy your sweet a swe-et bit
of carrot cake. Or just munch on a
hot, ste .aming, succulent
hamburger. Visit Ida's today.

da'sCafe
LET US SERVE YOU
Open Mon .-Thurs . 8 a. m.-11 p.m .
Fri. 8 a.m .•midn igh t
Sat. 9 a.m .-m idnight
Sun . 10 a.m .- 11 p.m.
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Right next to U-High in Ida Noyes Hall.
1212 East 59th Street
Open Monda y through Frida y 8:30 a. m .-8 p.m .
and Saturda y 10 a.m.-2 p .m .
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Come to the U. of C.
Bookstore and buy
yourself a cookbook full
on tantalizing, gourmet
dishes. We have a wide
selection of cookbooks
to make an extraordinary
meal. So come on in and
stop making those same
old dishes!
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Art by Tony Grossman and Ben Stone
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From Eddie Murphy to Edgar Bernstein, UHighers find comedy and comedians not only in entertainment but in daily school life. Most U-Highers who
enjoy comedy in movies or on t.v. mentioned Eddie
Murphy, whose movie "Beverly Hills Cop" is currently a box office srriash, and Bill Murray as their
favorites. Murphy's success, and Murray's success
last summer in "Ghostbusters,"
has won the
phenomenon of comedy new attention.

"He's rude, he's cold, he doesn't
hold back. He's not afraid to talk
about the big guys. ''
BERNARD OFORI-ATTA
freshman

"He's rude, he's cold, he doesn't hold back,"
freshman Bernard Ofori -Atta says of Eddie Murphy.
"He's not afraid to talk about the big guys."
Bill Murray's subtlety appeals to junior Natalie Pejovic. "It's the way he's able to make any material
laughable. His little expressions and tones of voice can
make the most ordinary lines hilarious.''
While most U-Highers see comedy as enjoyment or
entertainment, for others it releases anxiety and
pressures.
"Everything's not serious," commented sophomore
Chris Bohus. "There's so many worldly pressures, if
you put yourself away from it all, the world's a pretty
funny place.''
Many U-Highers felt that teachers who use comedy
in the classroom help ease tension and spark more interest in the subject. "It's the way Mr. Bernstein
throws you off," commented freshman Michael De
Los Reyes of social studies teacher Edgar Bernstein.
"'If you ask him if he could tell you the time when the
. Sumerians lived he'll say ~ e could, but he won't."

"Comedy can cheer you up in any
circumstance or bring you out of
any depression.''
KAREN YUNG

junior

Mr. Philip Montag is a favorite of senior Janice
Schmitz . "Mr. Montag is a scream," she said . "He'll
do stuff like stand on a chair and shriek to, get your attention or put someone on the spot for flirting in class.
He sure knows how to get your attention.''
Comedy serves a variety of purposes, points out
junior Karen Yung. ''Comedy can cheer you up in any
circumstance or bring you out of any depression. It
can also give you an excuse to cover up your sadness.''

,.,..~~WII""-,.~~~~--~~~~--~

For many U-Highers, the daily comics serve as
their major source of humor. The favorites are those
which satirize current issues.

deals with important issues. "I like.the way people like
the President are used as characters in the strip to
make fun of themselves,'' commented freshman John
Cohen. "It's very clever and makes people see how
,seriously they take everything."

In a poll of 100 U-Highers, "Bloom County," "Doonesbury" and "Garfield" received the most votes.
Readers of "Bloom County," a strip which mixes
humans and animals as if all were human, felt it
brings big shots down to size humorously.

"Garfield" uses pets, mainly a fat cat, to parody domestic life. U-Highers find Garfield the cat appealing
because of his cute, lazy and mischievous personality.

"I like the way adult problems are reflected on anJmals and ·kids," said sophomore Adam Moore, "like
they used a character called Bill the Cat as a parody of
John Belushi's death."

"I like Garfield because he is always getting into
stupid situations and getting caught," said junior Sadick Al-Sadir. "Garfield is also always insulting Odie
(a dog) and instead of John being Garfield's master,
Garfield seems to be John's master."

For freshman Robert Richman, the penguin Opus is
an appealing character. "I like Bloom County because
it deals with real subjects in a humorous way. Opus is..--_ ......._.._lt;,__.:::,i,'-'
funny but not right out. It is more of a subtle humor.
He acts more like a person than a penguin."
Basking in the limelight

Many other strips are popular with U-Highers, and
for some reading the comics provides a daily highlight. "I read the comics religiously," said freshman
Chuck Okwuje. "When I come home from school I
always get the comics before anyone else. They help
me to forget all the pressures of school and put me in a
good mood."

of their victory in the U-High Olympics of Comic
Strips, characters
Opus from "Bloom
County," Zonkers from "Do onesbury" and
Garfield from
his namesake
proudly
display their medals.

"Doonesbury" was popular among U-Highers because they felt it presents politics as amusing and

At Zanies

Something funny' s going on
CHICAGO IS to comedy clubs what New York is
to Broadway plays. The flourishing comedy scene
here has launched such greats as John Belushi,
Dan Akroyd and Bill Murray. Although Second
City, which last month celebrated its 25th anniver- .
sary, immediately springs to mind, several other
clubs are just as good.

60 TONSOFPOWER-

The real entertainment came with Jerry Seinfeld. He's one of those guys who can take ordinary
subjects like cotton balls and weathermen- and
convince you they're completely absurd and
useless.

Life
Style
Julie
Lynn

There's a specialsteel-hardened team in the Armythe armor crew.They keep the armor rolling.Youcould
qualify to train part.-timeas an Armor Crewma_n in the
Army Reserve.
,
You11train in an Army schoolwith armor vehicles.
Then serveone weekend a month and two weeksannually .
with your localReserveunit, and you11earn over $1,200
to start.
.
.· ,. ·
,
Get on a powe1ful team. See your local ~iter
.
for details.
.
,

The two-hour show didn't seem long _enough, for
both comedians were completely professional and
entertaining. I'm convinced Jerry Seinfeld will be
the next Bill Murray. Hey, if he can make those
yuppie~ practically fan · oqt of their seats with
laug_hter, . he must h,c1vesomething.
·

The crowd ·consists ma!nly ofNotth Side couple~
puffing Cont~ntedly On the fr cigarettes, Sipping
their drinks and chatting in )ow VO.ices.
;
~

ANDITSLOADED.

"What's going on down here?" he demanded,
thrusting his wrists at us. "I've never understood
why women put perfume on.their wrists. Is that so
they can still be sensual as they slap your
face?"

Zanies, just a few doors down from Second City,
satisfies even the most demanding connoisseur.
After waiting in the freezing cold for half an hour
(to avoid payin 'g the $8 charge for reservations)
you~finally ge.t to ente.r:'tl;iedark, cozy room. With
as niany tiny 'tables as ..pos"sible crammed in, you
end up practically sitting in other: people's laps,
sort of a nice switch from the cold 'fine.

•

"Ever notice how Dad can drive and slap you at
the same time?" inquired the first comedian, Taylor Mason. He proceeded to give us lessons in playing horror movie themes on the piano and dancing
like Charlie Brown, though not simultaneously. He
was amusing but not hilarious (what could you expect? He had actually appeared on "Thicke of the
Night").

.Staff Sgt. Smith ,

Zanies, 1548 N. WelJs St., ·shows 7::30:and 10 p.m. Thursday
through Sunday. No cover charge; reservations $8, two drink minimum.
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