Staff cuts to parallel enrollment drop
By Mark Hornung,

editor-in-chief
Eleven Lab Schools teachers
will be notified Thursday that
renewal of their contracts, .when
they expire, cannot be guaranteed. Because of declining
enrollment, administrators may
reduce the teaching staff and
restructure curriculum.
Enrollment in the Schools has
declined from 1,653last year to
1,594.Administrators project it to
decline further to 1,425in 1981.
MORETHAN90per cent of the
enrollment drop is presently in
the Lower School and nearly all ·
the affected teachers are in the
Lower and MiddleSchools.
High School enrollment is
projected to remain close to its
present 506 for three years, according to Principal Geoff Jones.
Then smaller classes from lower
grades will begin to move into the
school.

Nine of the teachers being
notified are Senior Teachers, on

By Mark Hornung,

editor-in-chief
Towering Christmas trees
and holiday lights illuminate
dozens of Chicago's shopping
districts and centers . But,
though the city's seven million
residents claim the same
metropolis as home, their
Christmases will be distinctly
different, depending on who
they are and where they live.
A bright glare bounces off
fresh fallen snow on West
Division Street in the Cabrini
Green Housing Project. In front
of fl 20-story cream-colored
building, two boys, about 8
years old, engage in a playful
snowball fight.
Across the street, 13men who
look to be in their 20s,draped in
fake leather coats, line up
outside a liquor store.
ACTA BUSmotors west down
Division Street and the two boys ·
stop fighting . They begin
packing snowballs, then watch
the bus come down the street.
"Now," one yells. They run to
the curb and unload the
snowballs against the side
windowof the bus.
The boys break into a fit of
laughter. The adults in front of
the bar break into applause.
About two miles west on
Division Street, in the lowerclass Puerto Rican neighborhood known as Humboldt
Park, boarded-up store fronts
and " for sale" signs outnumber
holiday ornaments .
DESERTED side streets
appear icy and unsalted. Spraypainted names ,of local gangs
decorate dullish grey and red
colored buildings.
A Hispanic woman of about
:JO, dressed in green polyester
slacks, leads her pint-sized
daughter into a corner grocery
store for their weekly purchases. Before entering the
store, she points to Division
Street and says to an onlooker,
"As you can see, we don't have
too much to celebrate about.''
On 55th Street, just west of
Washington Park, near U-High,
a radio blares "Boogie Nights"
in a L station. The radio sits on
the station's wooden floor next
to a hunched, greying black
man. His filthy brown pants
have rips in the knees and his
flimsy, grey overcoat has tears
in the elbow.
· "WHEN I WASa little boy we
had the best Christmas," he
says . "My mother was a maid
at two rich homes. I tell you, she

•SELECTIVITY --·· This year
the Lab Schools accepted 239 of
343 applicants. Although accepting less qualified students
could raise enrollment figures,
Mr. McPherson has ruled out that
option.

three-year rolling contracts. The
other two are teachers on oneyear contracts in their third year
· at the Lab Schools and eligible to
be considered for the rank of
Senior Teacher next year . Senior
teachers notified can remain in
their positions the remainder of
their contracts, two more years.

•RISING COST OF HOUSING
IN HYDE PARK - - With
University housing rents up 12
per cent from last year, younger
families are finding it more
difficult to move into Hyde Park.

LAB SCHOOLS Director R.
Bruce McPherson cited five
reasons for the decline in
enrollment:
•COST -- With tuition ranging
from $1,260in the Nursery School
to $2,520in the High Sch~l, an
increasing number of middle
class families cannot afford to
send their children to the Lab
Schools.

• UNIVERSITY AND LAB
SCHOOLS FACULY GE'M'ING
OLDER - As a result, many of
them no longer have children to
send here .
•DECLINE

:c
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:•c

IN

THE

NATIONALANDLOCALBIRTH
RATE - Like other schools in the
state, the Lab Schoolsare finding
fewer students to chose from.
IF THE TREND of declining
enrollment is to be halted, Mr.
McPherson said, hope lies in a
schoolwide recruitment plan.
Such a plan could include
recruitment in metropolitan area
grammar schools and a program
of publicity about the Lab Schools
and the accomplishments of their
students.
"So far our number one
problem has been that there has
been no one to take charge of
such a program," Mr. McPherson said. He plans by the end
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was a proud maid. And she was
the best mother in the world.
''Well, a week before
Christmas every year, she'd
take a week off to prepare the
best meal of the year. Turkey,
carrots, cake, the whole family
would sit around the table and
feel real happy and lucky.
"This year I hope I am able to
keep warm . Damn, it's cold out
there."
IN FRONTof Chicago's most
expensive apartment building,
Water Tower Place off
Michigan Avenue, a middleaged couple awaits a limosine
to O'Hare Airport.
The woman, outfitted in a
leopard fur coat, searches
through her Gucci purse to find
money. "I've got to tip tfle
doorman ," she says. Her
husband, a tall, lean, redfaced
man, grasps her arm. "That's
all right," he says. "I'll take
care of him."
A neighbor emerges from the
lobby. "Where are you two
going?" she asks .
. "We're getting away to the
Virgin Islands for a month,
where it!s warm and peaceful,"
the wife explained. "We are
simple people and all we want is
a vacation just like normal
people do."
She never defines normal.
BUNGALOWS and neatlytrimmed lawns line the streets
of Bridgeport, just west of
Comiskey Park on the South
Side. Wreaths, Christmas trees
and statuettes of the Virgin
Mary show through livingroom
windows.
Taverns dot nearly every
street corner. In one of them,
three men sit watching the 4:30
p.m . news on a television set.
One of the men, a balding, potbellied lumber yard worker and
father of four, talks about the
holiday season.
" Christmas is important
'cause it brings the family, like
you know, all the members
together . We go to church
together, we have meals
together, we open presents
together and then we can relax
in front of the t. v. together," he
says .
HE TAKES a sip from his
stein of beer .
''We don't say much," he
c.ontinues. "It's just like, you
know, a man feels good when
he's got all them blood relations
with him."
At a department store on East
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of the year to appoint such a
person.
THOUGH SUCH a program
might slow an enrollment
decline, Mr. Jones said, adminis tr a tors are planning
curriculum and teaching staff
size with continued enrollment
decline in mind.
One curriculum area receiving
close attention will be foreign
languages.
While both Mr. McPherson and
Mr. Jones say it is too early to say
if curriculum restructuring will
occur, they do agree that foreign
languages are always the most
vulnerable of school courses
because they are susceptible to
national trends.
Several foreign language
teachers told the ·Midway they
fear German and Latin might be
cut entirely from the program
because enrollment in those
classes has dwindled.
In response, Mr. Jones said
that administrators ·are committed to "restructure the ways
in which our languages are offered before elimlnating them.''

/

79th Street, a line of jumping,
smiling children wait to sit on
the lap of a gentle-lookingSanta
Claus.
A FIVE-YEAR -OLD girl
wearing a red-checked jumper,
red tights and red boots tells the
Santa what she wants for
Christmas .
"I want two new brown
dresses, a new doll house, a new
brush and mommy and daddy
to love me,'' she says.
The Santa looks into the little
girl's deep, brown eyes and
responds, "I would want
everyone to have that, but if you
want that bad enough I'm
pretty sure you'll have it."
The child kisses the Santa on
the cheek and jumps down off
his lap. "Merry Christmas,"
she says .
DOWNTOWN, thousands of
pedestrians hurry in and out of
department stores on State
Street. Children and adults stop
and stare into bright display
windows.
"Ooooh, mommy, look," a
stunned child says as she points
towards a display window in
Marshall Field's. Her mother,
with . bundles of packages and
shopping bags in both arms,
looks down at her daughter.
"I see," she says. "Christmas
is a beautiful holiday, isn't it?"

Photos by David Trosman

CHRISTMAS IN CHICAGO:
IN SKID ROW (photos from
top), a beggar casts a gloomy
look down Madison Street.
DOWNTOWN, on State Street,
two children rest in front of a
at
window
gaily -decorated
Marshall Field's.
ON THE Near North Side,
three Christmas shoppers in good
spirits wait for a bus .

Grads get
party bids
Members of the class of 1977
have been invited to this Friday's
Christm~s homecoming dance,
according to Cultural Union
(C.U.) President Geoff Schimberg.
C.U. and the Black Students
Association <BSA) are sponsoring the party, 7:30 - 11p.m. in
Sunny Gym.
A band probably will provide
music for dancing, Geoff said.
Otherwise a disc jockey will play
records.
Free refreshments will be
provided and prizes awarded.
At a pizza party Dec. 2, the
junior class got a headstart on
holiday celebrating.

AS THE MIDWAY

SEES IT

Festival needs work, not want
For the past nine years, the May
Festival has provided the school with an
ambitious project involving the community and community service.
The three-night festival, which consists

of food, games and booths, student talent
performances and a major drama
production, involves students, teachers
and administrators in planning and
producing a major cross-curricular and·

"MAYBE IF WE ALL WORK TOGETHER
WE CAN STRAIGHTEN THIS THING OUT."

MIDWAY

Art by Craig Truitt

MAILBOX

Lack of story makes
coach doggone angry
The Midway staff welcomes letters from
readers . Letters must be signed and limited to
300 words. To be considered for publication, they
must be submitted in the Publications Office, UHigh 6 and 7, by the Friday following distribution
of an issue.

FromFrosh-SOphSoccerCoach
Larry McFarlane:

I am writing to inform you of an obvious
oversight on your part. In the issue of the
Midway dated Nov. 22, 1977, ALL fall
sports teams received coverage except
one. Why was this?
Granted the 1977frosh-soph soccer team
did not play in post-season tournament, not
go to the state finals, however, the 43young men who comprised it worked extremely hard to represent their school. My
research shows that it was the only team to
win 13 games and go totally undefeated in
soccer history!
In an oversize 8 page issue surely these
young men deserve as much coverage as
Mr. Goodbar or Daisy the wonder dog. The
frosh-soph soccer field made it, why not
the team?!
In all fairness, mention was made in the
IO-second editorial column to all the fine
young men and women who represent the
athletic teams. The frosh-soph teams are
the varsity teams of the future.
Is this fine publication going to the dogs?

Editor's note: The fact the frosh-soph soccer
team was the first to go both undefeated and
untied was reported in a season wrapup in the
Nov. 1 Midway . Additional copy on the team was
written for the Nov. 22 issue but got cut in the
final layout process, ·which often happens. To
include the copy would have required adding
another sports page in the issue and with two
already devoted to sports the editors decided not
to, particularly since the team's season already
had been summarized.
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How old were you whenyou first learned
the truth about Santa Claus and what was
your reaction?

Jim McPherson

David Sinaiko

JIM McPHERSON,senior: My big brother
told me when I was about 6 (he was about
8). I got really mad at him.
DAVIDSINAIKO,sophomore:I was about
4 years old. I was up in my room and I
came running downstairs when I wasn't
supposed to. I saw my mother wrapping
presents and she had to tell me Santa
Claus didn't exist. I was disgusted with my
parents for trying to foolme like that .

Tina Pompey

BECKYSADOW,freshman: I was 6. I was.
hanging up a stocking and my father said
something like, "There's no Santa Claus
coming. It's all fantasy."' I burst into
tears and wouldn't talk to my father for
about a week._
TINA POMPEY, junior: I was about 9
when I came to the conclusion. I was really
disappointed to find out it was my parents
all along.

-second
10 editorials
• Congratulations to talented alumna
Loretta Dooley. She was named a $1,000
scholarship winner for dress design at the
56th annual 4-H Congress, Nov. 30 in
Chica~o. Loretta, a member of the class of
1977 who graduated in December,• 1976,
now attends Luther College in Decorah,
Iowa.

IN OTHER WORDS

A visit from U-Highers
· (with apologies to A Visit from St. Nicholas')
I

Paula Niedenthal

By Paula Niedenthal
'Twas the night before finals when
throughout Regenstein,
Not a U. of C. student was
wasting his tiIIJ.e.
Books were stacked 'round, by
all the best sources,
In hopes that each student could
pass all his courses.
Graduate students huddled
over their theses,
In their heads danced visions
of master's degrees.
While clutching my copy

A correction and apology
The Midway staff wishes to correct, and
apologize for, errors in an article on
student behavior on the fro!lt page of the
Nov. 22 issue.
Th_estaff has learned that one incident
reported, in which a student placed urine
in the coin return of a telephone, took place
in a previous year. The story implied the
incident took place this year.
Another incident reported, of a student
climbing up a tree and shaking the limb he
was sitting on, omitted the fact that the
student was trying to get two soccer balls
out of the tree.
"I deeply regret the story was
misleading," said Editor-in-Chief Mark
Hornung. "It was a case of a first-year
reporter and a page editor not doing their
jobs properly. In no way does this reflect
the usual work of the staff, but we are
nonetheless embarrassed.

cross-activity event.
THE ·FESTIVAL involves the community also. Last year more than 3,000
people attended . And it benefits a worthy
cause, tlle Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial Scholarship Fund. Last year the
fund received about $4,000in profits from
food and ticket sales and patrons'
donations.
Although the festival has become a
popular school and community tradition,
and draws thousands of people, many
students, teachers and administrators
have become disenchanted with it. A
student committee organized by Student
Activities Director Donald Jacques has
been discussing possible changes or
alternatives for the festival.
THE MAJOR PROBLEM in recent
years has been the decreasing number of
students and teachers willing to plan,
construct and clean up the festival.
The result is a major burden on the few
people who do the work.
The Festival's setting, the courtyard
between U-High and Blaine Hall, also has
been the subject of complaint. The outdoor
stage, bleachers, booths and construction
equipment obstruct the area traveled by
Lower and Middle School students. Administrators have ruled out the area as a
location for future festivals.
BOTHDIRECTORR. Bruce McPherson
and Principal Geoff Jones have suggested
Scammons Garden as a possible alternative. But Drama Teacher Liucija Ambrosini told the Midway that a festival in
Scammons would pose several problems
for an outdoor play. "We would need a
place for the stage and lights, electricity
and something would have to be done
about sound and security," she explained.
Mr. Jones feels such problems can be
solved.
Will there be a festival? One fact is
certain . There won't be a successful
festival if people are satisfied merely with
finding an adequate new location or
discussing the Festival 's problems.
Administrators must see firm commitments from a large number of faculty
members, students and parents to give
major time to planning, producing and
cleaning up the festival.
There's no question that the festival is a
popular event and a valuable school and
community effort. The question is whether
or not there is enough support to keep a
good thing going.

Says who?

''The story was particularly unfortunate
appearing in an issue sent by the Parents'
Association to all Lab Schoolsparents ."
Several people interviewed for the story
said the reporter did not check back their
quotes before the copy went to the printer.
Junior David Haselkorn said his statement
about behavior not being a "big problem"
ref erred specifically to unsupervised
activities, in particular the incident of the
student in the tree. "With regard to other
problems raised in the article, such as the
cafeteria slop, I think they are cause for
concern,'' David wrote in a letter to the
Midway.
Two weeks ago, the same reporter
circulated, under the Midway's name, a
questionnaire about power in the school for
an independent project. "I never approved
that questionnaire for distribution,'' Mark
said, "nor did our adviser or the principal
Sl~ it."

of Melville's "Moby Dick,"
And mourning 'tween covers
ies so terribly thick,
When on the third floor rose
such a hullabaloo,
"We'll kick out those kids, "
said the students,
"If it's the last thing we do!"
A way to the elevators
U. of C. students tore,
To.descend to some not yet
infiltrated floor.
''How can we manage to get
our work done,
''When those kids are here nightly
for party and fun?''
When what to their exasperated
'eyes should befall,
But some kid causing the
elevator door to stall.
When such noise and such trouble
thus transpires,
Each librarian knows, it must be
U-Highers!
More rapid than eagles they flew
through the stacks,
And shouting and rustling
returned with their facts:
''Here're Morrison, Commager
and Jackson Turner Main,
Enough with the books,
reading's hard on the brain. "
''I see all the conference rooms
up here are filled,
But there's a guy in the stacks
with an incredible build! "
The butt of a cigarette each
hung on his lip

(To study without, you know,
isn't hip).
A group came and went
to buy food from a deli,
'Til the floor was aquiver
like a bowl full of jelly.
Each kid seemed content, he'd
cleaned out a whole shelf,
And had all the best books
on one topic himself.
So, instead they gossiped,
. no time on work was spent,
· Why study, after all,
it's a social event.
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Students, teachers feel Unified Arts program
offers variety, specialization, personal touch
By Jessica DeGroot

courses and teachers .

Five years ago the North Central AssQciation
·(NCA), a school accrediting organization,
evaluated U-High.
In their report on the Unified Arts Department,
the NCA evaluators concluded that while the
teachers were "extremely well-qualified" and had
"-established marvelous rapport with their
students,'' they were ''working under poor
physical conditions."
TIIlS YEAR and next NCAwill be conducting a
new evaluation of the school. Where does the
Unified Arts Department stand now?
The Department 's 10 teachers generally feel it
remains the same, except for a few physical
improvements . Typing classes were moved from
Belfied Hall to a larger room in U-High, with the
vacated room now part of a centralized crafts
facility. The theater is being remodeled and the
home ec room got a lowered ceiling.
The 31 courses presently offered, which include
some started since the NCA evaluation, range
from those usually offered by high school arts
departments, such as painting and crafts, to those
usually offered in other departments, such as
dramc!, journalism and typing.

"STUDENTS GET a basic understanding of the

arts and are able to recognize what goes on behind
a piece of art work, such as in a play or painting,''
said Industrial Arts Teacher Herb Pearson, explaining the Unified Arts curriculum .
Of the teaching staff, Drama Teacher Liucija
Ambrosini said, "Not only do the teachers know
what they are teaching, but demonstrate it in
school and out.''
Arts students interviewed by the Midway expressed satisfaction towards the department's

MUSIC: Variety
By MattGerow

To expose students to music
and help them learn to appreciate
it, and to give students with vocal
and instrumental ability the
opportunity to improve and
perform are among goals of the
Music Department.

"A SERIOUS and exciting arts program is offered here,'' said Susan Marks, '' and those who_
take advantage of it benefit, since they most likely
won't get an opportunity later.''
Lisa Kimball said, "The teachers look from the
student's viewpoint and listen to their individual
feelings ."
Some teachers, however, do wonder just how
seriously the program is taken .

UNDERSTANDING The Arts Teacher Dominic
Piane senses that "students enjoy the arts but
don't want to work too hard."
Publications Adviser Wayne Brasler said, "I
sometimes think the arts are an elective afterthought in the school's mind. Journalism was
put in this department because the principal,
when I came here, couldn't think of where else to
put me."
Some Unified Arts teachers have said that art
requirements at neighboring Kenwood Academy
( formerly High School) are higher than at U-High.
Checks by the Midway, however, show
requirements to be about the same at both schools,
with art and music required for about a year each.

AT KENWOOD,the art credit must be taken in
either an Art Survey course, which gives a general
look into arts such as two- and three-dimensional
design, printmaking, crafts, painting and
drawing, or a new photography class.
Kenwood students can continue their art studies
in studio classes which include drawing, painting,
color photography, theater, sculpture and commercial arts .
Back at U-High, Principal Geoff Jones feels the
arts are "an important part of the program, of
which,'' he added, ''I hope there is no question.''

of courses, variety

The program offers seven
courses ranging from a class in
music
appreciation,
Understanding the Arts, to courses
designed for students with
specific talents, such as vocal
classes.
TWO NEW courses

are

Designs in Music, which teaches
general knowledge of music
through listening, and Music
Theory, which deals with the
study of theory and harm<my
through writing music!.
In recent years enrollment in

Costs too high

No filmmaking cours8 in sight here
By MattBigongiari

Filmmaking is a part of art
curriculum at many high schools,
but not at U-High.
According to Unified Arts
Department Chairperson Robert
Erickson, U-High doesn't offer a
filmmaking class because "the
photography classes operate on a
tight budget, something like $5
per student per quarter, barely
enough to film and develop one
roll of 8 millimeter film, nowhere
near the $50 to $100necessary to
make a complete film.''
SOPHOMORE Adam Simon,
who has studied filmmaking
outside U-High three years and
this summer participated in a
filmmaking seminar at Rice
University, summarized the
filmmaking procedure.
"Basically it's a three-step
process,'' he said, ''planning,
shooting and editing.
"Very important are the
lighting, background and all the
other technical aspects,'' he . ·
added, "as well as having a good
artistic sense for portraying your
images effectively.''

Photo by Henry Minn and h.evm Warnock

DI LIGE NTL Y SANDI NG a stool he created in shop class, Senior
Charles Newcomb is one of the many U-Highers who have participated
in a handcraft course in the Unified Arts program. "I like the Arts
program at U-High because it gives me a chance to express myself and
do something I enjoy," Charles said .

that he doesn't believe "a
beginning film class could be
started without a prerequisite of
at least
one year
of
photography."
ADAM, WHOSE latest film
portrayed the typical day of a
and was
police -'reporter
scheduled to be shown on a

Houston public teJevision station,
strongly wants fta filmmaking
course at U-High.
"If not a filmmaking class," he
said, '' at least have a film appreciation class which could
discuss films in much the same
. way that books are discussed in
English classes."

music classes has risen. So has
participation in groups such as
the band and orchestra.
Band Sponsor Dominic Piane
feels the growth of the band has
resulted from improvement of
the instrumental program in the
lower grades , with involved
students continuing with music in
the high school.
CHOIR Instructor Richard
Walsh feels more students have
joined that group because of the
variety of music sung and performance possibilities.

One area in which enrollment is
down are vocal classes. Vocal
Teacher
Gisela Goettling
believes the drop has resulted
from lack of information about
her courses.

"People just don't know that's
going on in the classes,'' she said.
' 'They think they have to be
excellent singers to do well in
them ."

FEW U-IDGHERS are planning to go on in music careers.
Only two of last year's seniors
planned to major in music when
they graduated, according to
College
Counselor
Betty
Schneider.

Music teachers say they could
provide a better program with a
higher budget. Said Music
Department Chairperson Anne
Rogers, "As a result of a
restricted budget, we are unable
to purchase a big enough variety
of music. We are also restricted
in repairing equipment. ''

Just because you're not
skiing or sunning.
_doesn't mean you can't
have fun over vacation.
Drop in at Hyde Park's only
backgammon parlor. Great
atmosphere, help if you
need it,' and a fun place to
play backgammon, chess,
and bridge.
Challenge
old friends and meet new ones. At the Hyde
Park Backgammon Parlor.

ADAM FEE~ that "most UHighers would find filmmaking
difficult because at the Lab
Schools there is strong emphasis
on verbal communication rather
than pictorial communication.''

Mr. Erickson agreed about the
matter of difficulty.
'' Approximately six students a
year do try filmmaking, but only
after
having
taken
photography," he said, adding

of students

Duplicate, Rubber,
& Chicago Style
Bridge on Mondays.
1703 E. 55th St.
667-9745

Chess on Wednesdays.
Call for
reservations.
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Hockey

Club out at

school, but U-Highers
still in the game
By Joe Williams
"The speed, the body contact, the intensity of the slapshot cruising into the
net for the winning goal.''
That's why Doug Kaplan, one of about
30 U-Highers who play ice hockey, says
he likes the game.
Though the Student Legislative
Coordinating Council (SLCC) refused to
allocate Student Activities Funds for an
ice hockey club, about 30 U-Highers plan
to play on their own. SLCC refused the
funds after Principal Geoff Jones said
the school could not assume responsibility for player safety.
AMONG THE hockey enthusiasts are
Hosain Lipson, Steve Stephano, Christian
Kirsten, David Trosman and Joe Quinn.
All of them learned to skate on the
Midway. "I had seen hockey on t.v.,"
said Hosain, '' and decided I wanted to
learn to skate. So I went to the Midway.''
Frozen for skating after Christmas
vacation, the Midway is a popular spot
for U-Highers to play. "That's where I
started playing," Hosain continued. "It
was so close and games were easy to get
started ."
Another popular spot is Lake Meadows
Ice Rink, 32ndand Ellis .

"WE WOULDHAVE some really good
games there a couple years ago," Steve
remembered. "All of us were friends, so
the games were fun and it was a great
way to start a Saturday.''
Christian agreed. ''Those were the best
games. We were only 12 and so we could
get as rowdy as we wanted without
hurting each other. I also learned how to
skate by playing. Skating is by far the
most important skill. I think that's what
first interests people in hockey, the speed
of hockey. At least that's what did it for
me. It's a skill you have to master before
you can play goodhockey."
But there's more to hockey than
skating, as Hosain pointed out.
"YOU ~O
HAVE to know how to
stickhandle, check and shoot, and the
best way to learn is to play. Playing with
friends is the best way to learn because
you can freelance without worrying
about anyone trying to injure you. You
don't have to buy all the equipment if
you're not in a league."
The only U-Higher in a league, David,
discussed the importance of the equipment, which . includes a helmet,
mouthguard, shoulder and elbow pads,

pants with hip guards , shin guards and
other protective measures, plus skates.
"Equipment is necessary because of
the ferocity with which ho<>key is
played," he explained. "I spell t $150on
mine but you can spend up to $JOOif you
want the best. I play in a league at Lake
Meadows and they let me get rowdy. I
find hockey to be · a good outlet for
frustrations . Sure it's violent, but that's
what makes it hockey.''
"
ON THE PROFESSIONAL level, the
National Hockey League has ruled that
excessively violent acts are not an acceptable part of the game . It has levied·
fines of thousands of dollars to players
who fight.
"I think it's ridiculous that these
players are being penalized for an act
that is part of the game," Joe said.
"Beating up on somebody or getting beat
up makes hockey what it is. When I play I
make it a point to get into at least one
rowdy battle ."
But, Doug pointed out, there are
consequences for being rowdy.
"It's hip to throw an excellent body
check into someone and send them
sprawling," he said, gleaming, "but it's
no fun getting decked."

BECAUSEOF the large interest in ice

•

Photo by Joe Williams

TWO OF 30 U-Highers who play ice
hockey on their own, David Trosman,
left, and Christian
Kirsten battle for
control of the puck in a game at Lake
Meadows Ice Rink .
0

hockey here, Christian is organizing a
team without school funding.
"Most players have all the equipment
needed, it's a question of transportation
and rink time," he said. With a look of
anger, he continued, "past teams have
gotten up to $400 but they won't even give
us $200."
Of the game, he said, "Hockey can be
like a good soccer game. If the five
players on a team have been playing
together awhile the team can play like
clockwork. Also, on a good team you can
get down to serious matters such . as
sending people into the boards.''
SPEED COUPLEDwith the imbalance
on skates can send a hockey player into
the boards going 25 miles-per-hour or
more and can terrify a goalie to the point
of quitting.
"I used to play goalie sometimes,"
said Steve, "but it's suicide without
proper equipment."
So if you think you can play this game
(sometimes in temperatures that cut into
you), then come check out the Midway
for some hockey. Just for fun.

Donation aids
tvvo sports
ByEricKuby
If you noticed the school's 12new soccer
balls and wondered how the Phys Ed
Department can afford them, here is yourl
answer . The department has received a
$1,000 grant from an anonymous donor for
equipment and promotion for the soccer!
and basketball teams .

Principal Geoff Jones said the funds wil1
1
be used according to the teams' needs as
determined by him, Phys Ed Chairperson\'
Tom Tourlas and their coaches.
Mr. Jones cites fan buses to basketball
games as a possible use of the funds. He
emphasized that "an important use Qfthe
donation is that it will be used to supplement existing programs rather than
supplant."
Because the funds are an addition to the
teams' regular budgets, the grant will
probably not be exhausted this year, he
added.
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Runners

If you can't make it
to the N.orth Pole. ..
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Chartwell, True Cable Shetland Sweater
For yachtsm~n. sKier or any sportsman.
Alan Paine yreates a robust sweater with
the dimensional quality of the true cable.
Individually made on hand frame in
England. Exclusive Alan Paine colors.
Sizes38to46 ,
·
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If a visit to Santa's workshop isn't convenient,
the next best place for your gift shopping is
Toys Et Cetera. Her~ you'll find interesting
games, fun toys, and cuddly stuffed animals
for children of all ages. Enchant the little people
.on your gift list. Shop at Toys Et Cetera.

Toys

In the Hyde Park
Shopping Center
752-8100
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U-High will have an indoor track
For several weeks U-Highrunners
to use the newly-renovated Unive
Coach Ron Drozd and the runners I
of the University's physical educati
them use of the facility. No official!sl
given entry had been made. Many~
the facility would be too crowded wi
Mr.Drozd does not yet know wha
runners will participate. But; he
lone:-distance runnin~ events and the
Last year, while the Field House
outdoors and met only large suburo
previous the years the U-High
. ers h
here for meets.
Capping.a cross country season .
state competition, Two-MilerPeter
Track Coaches Association as a me
Peter, who finished 4th in the Class
Class A athletes honored.
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Volleyballers face
toughest foe again
By Laura Marmor
For the second time in four days, the
league-leading varsity volleyball Maroons
are playing the team they've considered
their toughest opponent, the Warriorettes
of Morgan Park Academy .
The girls from the southwest gave the
Maroons their only ISL losses last_ year
and kept them in 2nd place the second
season in a row. If the Maroons can beat
Morgan Park today they'll have the league
championship. If they lose, the two teams
will be tied for top spot. The Maroons' final
game comes tomorrow at Lake Forest.
THE MAROONSwon their first confrontation with the Warriorettes Saturday
at Morgan Park, 20-5, 20-11.
"We played really well," said Lynn
Sasamoto, "because everyone on the team
was very aware of each other's playing,
people were hustling, getting very hard
balls, and we used a lot of strategy.''
Added Sally Newcomb, "They weren't
as tough as we'd expected them to be."
Today's game, here, begins 4 p.m. "Our
chances are excellent,'' pointed out Coach
Patricia Seghers. "We have home court
advantage and everything's in our favor.
We're going in with a great team and one
win."
IN DISTRICT PLAY Nov. 30 at St.
Benedict, the Maroons were defea ted in
the first round, losing 6-20, 10-20 to Luther
South.
"Although the two teams had about the

same skill," said Sheila Igoe, "Luther
North simply didn't make as many
mistakes as we did, and after the first
game we just couldn't pull ourselves
back ."
The girls have done better in regular
season play, winning every game so far.
Beside their victory at Morgan Park
Saturday, and games previously reported
in the Midway, they have beaten Francis
Parker, Nov. 29, there, 20-17,20-14; Lake
Forest, Dec. 2, here, 20-5, 20-18; Latin,
Dec. 5, there, 20-10, 17-20, 20-7; North
Shore, Dec. 6, here, 2o-6, 20-6; and Latin
again, Dec. 9, there, 20-3,20-16.
THE FROSH-SOPHTEAM also is undefeated, since the last issue of the Midway beating Parker 15-6, 10-15, 15-17;
Latin, 15-2,15-7;and Latin again, 15-3,15-3.
The squad also considered Morgan Park
its biggest challenge but beat the
Warriorettes 15-4,15-7.
Seventeen of the 21 Maroon players are
newcomers to the team but, said Cocaptain Alex Garbers, "We've got an enthusiastic team and since the beginning of
the season we've gained both talent and
confidence in our game play ."
Added Helen Straus, the other cocaptain, "I think we'll beat Morgan Park,
judging by the way they played Saturday.
Today's game may be tougher because
they know what to expect and they'll have
psyched themselves up."
Photo by Dirk Vandervoort

BACKED UP by Bernita Thigpen, right,
Sheila Igoe performs a skillful bump pass

in a Maroon-won volleyball
North Shore Dec. 6.

game against

But they'll practice

month layoff

Cagers face

Photo by David Yu/it

A FAST BREAK offense enable UHigh's frosh-soph cagers to gain their first
victory of the season, 66-60, over Harvardst_ George Dec . 6. Starting Guard Avery
Berger triggers a fourth-quarter break.

:ut of the ·cold
son after all.
ere uncertain if they wouldbe permitted ·
y ·Field House for practices and meets.
med,_however, that the govenung board
department had decided Nov.-26to give
tement as to why U-Highers might not be
rs feel the University was concerned ·
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the team's schedUle will be or how many
, "I feel that we should be strong in the
urdles." .
derwent renovation, the team practiced
schools, which had their own tracks. In
run against city school teams, who came
ich saw the Maroons place 6th in Class A
rtie was chosen by the Northern Illinois
ber of the all-state cross country team .
state meet last month, was one of two

By Jeff Binmoeller
Nearly a month off the court for games,
but not practices, lies ahead for the varsity
and frosh-soph basketball teams after
today's matches at Glenwood. The
Maroons don't play again until Tues., .Jan.
10, when they travel to Francis Parker.
Then, Fri., Jan. 13, they'll face Morgan
Park Academy here.
It will be the first time this season that
the Maroons face these three tough opponents. The Maroons so far have played
six games and will play 12.more .
VARSITY COACHSandy Patlak views
the upcoming trio of matches as "tough!,"
adding; "There won't be an easy game
this season.''
Frosh-Soph Coach Guy Arkin also
predicts the matches will prove tough but
feels his team will not be "outclassed."
Both varsity and frosh-soph players are
confident about the season. "We'll either
win 1st or 2nd place in the league,'' said
Varsity Forward Leo Lindo. Even more
confident, Varsity Forward Kevin Lewis

predicted, "The team will go downstate
because the players work well as a unit."
"Our team will go undefeated in the
league,'' predicted Frosh-Soph Guard
John Naisbitt before the Maroons lost a
game to Lake Forest. He feels the team
boasts ,-excellent outside shooting.
THE COACl:lESdo not express as much
confidence as the players. "The team is
dedicated, has high morale and strong
leadership in Cocaptains Eric Kuby and
Chuck Webb," Mr. Patlak said of the
varsity squad . "However, " he continued,
"it isn't going to be one of my greater
teams."
Mr. Arkin isn't sure of the season's
outcome . "It could go either way," he said.
"'File team's strengths lie in its good
shooting, fast ball movement and
knowledge of the game."
After six games, the varsity has posted a
2-1 league record (3-3 overall) and the
frosh-soph a 2-1 league record also (2-4
overall). Game scores, U-High first, ·froshsoph in parenthesis, are as follows:
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"Few U-Highers have been going for
intramurals this quarter," according to
Phys Ed Teacher William Zarvis, who is in
charge of the program . '' Only five or six
High Sehool students show up per day. "
Intramurals for Middle and High School
students are offered after school until 4
p .m ., as follows: Monday, swimming and
ping pong; Wednesday, gymnastics and
ping pong; and occasionally, Tuesday and
Friday, basketball and ping pong.
Mr. Zarvis feels the reason so few UHighers are turning out for intramurals is
"so manr are out for the school teams."
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When you get some Christmas money in
: December and you want a new bike in June,
: don't spend th~ cash. Open a savings account
at Hyde Park Federal Savings and Loan. Then
when June comes along - You've Got It.
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t !
~t *
t Hyde
Park
Federal

something
completely different!
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752-3030

Few U-Highers
joining intramurals

:-~~;th;;;fl~hl;-1 i You've got it ·--
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53rd St.

53-49 <52-54); Quigley North, Dec. 3, away, 58-50 (22-25);
H.arvard-St. George, Dec. 6, here <league game), 56~1
(66-60); Latin, Dec. 9, here (league game), 66-42, <45-28);
Wiana, Dec. IO, there, 49-54 C'.!6-50).
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**************************
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t Now that's

1519 E.

St. Francis de Sales, Nov. 19, there, 49-67 <51-61); Lake

Forest Academy, Dec . 2, there, away (league game),

5500 S. Cornell
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U-High, Parker
exchanges set

UNABLE TO PAY back a debt, Susan Marks, a
servant, left, begs her master, Janina Edwards, not
to sell her family in "Godspell," to be presented in
January. Anxiously awaiting the .master's decision,
from left, are Judy Solomon, Monica Bock, Andy

Photo by David Yufit

Ragan and
Brian
Neal, Sonjia Blumenberg,
Andy plays the Christ-like
Trosman.
Michael
central character of the musical, a contemporary
account of the I ife of Jesus.

During vacation, too
1

•
1n rehearsal
ell'
Godsp

ByJudyRoth

While most U-Highers will try
to spend their winter vacation as
far frorri school as possible, the
cast and crew of "Godspell," this
y~ar's delayed fall production,
will spend much of their vacation
in Belfield Theater, r~hearsing.
Performances are scheduled
for 7::m p.m., Thurs.-Sat., Jan.
19-21;Thurs.-Sat., Jan. 26-28;and
2 p.m., Sun., Jan. 22 in the
theater. Ticket prices have not
yet been decided.
THE MUSICALwill be the first
production presented in the
·
newly-remodeled theater.
Based on the Gospel according
to St. Matthew, the rock musical
tells the story of Jesus Christ in a
contemporary setting.
by .John-Michael
Written
Tebelak, with music by Stephen
Schwartz, the musical was first
presented on Broadway in the
early '70s. Its best-known songs
include ·'Day By Day.''
For the first time in five years ,
the Drama and Music Departments are working together to
present a production. Drama
Teacher Liucija Ambrosini is
directing the play, with Music
Piane
Dominic
Teacher
organizing and coordinating the
music. Vocal Teacher Gisela
q.oettling is coaching soloists.
"I'VE ALWAYSwanted to do a
Ms .
musical, " commented
Ambrosini, ''but we didn't have
the facilities. "
Approximately 50 U-Highers
tried out for the musical. Ms.
Ambrosini chose 11 of them for
major roles. five for the chorus
and 1:3for understudy parts .
A five-piece band and fivevoice chorus will accompany the

Daskal, piano; Chuck Webb,
bass; Ari Roth, guitar; Harry
Gray, guitar; and David Weiss,
drums.

production.
THE PLAY will be performed
on a set of multilevel platforms
designed by Ms. Ambrosini's
husband, Allen, a technical
director at the University of
Illinois Chicago Circle Campus.
Ms. Ambrosini has not yet
announced details of props and
costumes.
Assistant director is Susan
Roothaan; production supervisor, Tzufen Liao; and theater
technician, Andy Neal.
Crew heads are as follows:
Costumes, Elaine Sahlins; sound
effects, David Naunton; makeup,
Birgitta Gustafson; set crew,
Anne Weiner; and lighting, Susan
Marks.
STEPHAN, THE musical's
Jesus-like character, will be
portrayed by Andy Neal. Other
lead actors include Michael
Trosman, Ken DuBois, Janina
Edwards, Sonjia Blumenberg,
Monica Bock, David Sinaiko,
Brian Ragan, .Judy Solomon,
Susan Marks and Debra Schwartz .
include
Chorus members
Janice Lehmann , Debbie Lutterbeck, Aim Vikstrom, Erica
Zolberg and Herve JeanBaptiste .
Band members include Kathy
::·..~. ........•.•.•.·-···-·-·········:. ·.·. .. ······· ....·...........' .......-~---···············-·-·-·..:
:::~

Debaters
By Jeff Binmoeller

;
~
/~

For the second year in a row,
U-High debaters will host a
national tournament at school
Dec. 27-29.
Invited by Debate Coach Earl
Bell, about 100varsity teams (200
debaters) from 60high school will
compete, according to Mr. Bell.
TRADITIONALLY, the host
team does 'not· participate in its
own tournament. Eight U-High
novice teams, however, will
varsity
debate participating
teams for experience, Mr. Bell
said.
As hosts, the U-High debaters
· will pair teams, evaluate results
and supervise the tournament, he
added .
Teams from outside the
Chicago area will be housed with
U-High families or stay in hotels
or motels, according to Mr. Bell.
DEBATINGin Belfield, U-High
and .Judd halls, the teams will
argue this year's high school

By James Marks, political editor
For the second year, U-Highers and students from Francis Parker
high school on the north side will visit each other's schools in an exchange program. The U-Highers will go to Parker Fri., .Jan. 13. Parker
students will visit here a week later. Coordinator for the exchange at UHigh is Geoff Schimberg, president of the sponsoring Cultural Union
(C.U.).
Last year the school transported students visiting Parker by chartered bus. This year, Geoff said, the U-Highers will get to Parker on
their own because of the expense of a bus.
IN OTHERCultural Union business, only five clubs were represented
at an activities meeting called by Geoff for Nov. 23. At the meeting
Geoff planned to assign each club in the school a bulletin board for
announcements and discuss coordination of club events to avoid conflicts of dates with other club or C.U. events.
"I'm not sure if the poor attendance was due to lack of interest or
insufficient publicity,'' Geoff said. He plans to reschedule the meeting.
In other student government developments, the Student Legislative
Coordinating Council (SLCC) decided at a meeting Nov. 14to send three
representatives to meetings of committees discussing plans for Arts
Week and the May Festival (see editorial page 2).
JUNIOR CLASS Representative Anders Thompson suggested the
move, he said, after reading an editorial in the Nov. 1 Midway concerning lack of safeguards insuring fair representation of student
opinion when committees, rather than student government, legislated
changes in school activities.
"We want to make sure SLCC can provide input and criticism,"
Anders said.
At its Nov. 28 meeting, SLCC moved to place representatives also on
the Parents' Association Upper School Council, faculty Curriculum
Committee and other ''maj9r school committees.''
SLCC minutes explained, ''Several SLCC members have noticed that
there is a communications gap between SLCC and the rest of the
school."

to host
debate topic chosen by the
American Speech Association. It
concerns whether the federal
govemment should guarantee
comprehensive medical care for
all citizens in the United States.
Each participating team must
supply one judge, usually a
coach, assistant coach or college
debater, who will decide the
outcome of preliminary and
elimination rounds~

tourney
said Varsity
"However,"
Debater Tim Bell, "five experts
on medical care from the
University of Chicagu will judge
the final round."
of previously
Results
unreported tournaments are as
follows:
Oct. 28-29 at Glenbrook North - Varsity,
Ben Roberts and .Jeremy Friedman, ;Jrd
place; Nov. 11-12at Illinois State University,
Ben and .Jeremy, :lrd place; Nov. 17-18,
Glenbrook South, and Nov. 26-27, Northwestern University, no U-Highers placed.

Any way you want it!
Whatever you're !ooking for in books, you'!! find it at
Powell's. Sports , mysteries, adventure, and anything e!se
you could want to read . we've got it.

POWELL'S
BOOK SHOP

1503 E. 57th
955-7780
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find gifts for your
It's the holiday season.
friends and family. You'll find a glittering array of
bracelets, earrings, watches and rings at Supreme
Jewelers. Come to us for beautiful gifts that yield
lasting memories.

.

.RS LMEE
.. JSEUWPREE
·
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* When you're

*

on vacation you'll have time for a
corned beef sandwich and a hamburger at
Morry's. We're waiting for you.

* MORRY'S DELI

*

N
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'., "!'was t_henight before Chris_tmas and a}l th~ough Bob's, Santa and his reindeer
(mcludmg Rudolph) were immersed m Time, Newsweek, Films-In-Review, · •

*

Prancer perused the best-seller charts in Billboard. Somehow they forgot about
their sleigh full of gifts 'til morning, and then they had to rush back to the
,.
North Pole. Sorry, Hyde Park. Sorry, Chicago. Sorry, world.
!. fl

*

MIDWAY•TUES ., DEC . 13, 1977

The best newsstand in the world
also has 2,000magazines for you!
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A retiree's ongoing career.
By Mary Johnston

"I have a certain characteristic that is best described in
one word,'' Retired Science
Teacher Bryan Swan quipped
recently. "I'm a ham, an
exhibitionist.''
Mr. Swan, a broad-shouldered
man whose 6 foot frame is capped
by snowy white hair, is 70 years
oid.· He faught science at the Lab
Schools, mostly U-High classes ,
from 1944to 1972. He and his wife
Virginia are the parents of three
sons, all U-High graduates, and
recently became grandparents.
The Swans live a block from UHigh, at 58th St. and Kenwood
Ave.
THOUGH RETIRED,
Mr .
Swan still comes to U-High as a
substitute and, this year, as the
permanent teacher of an Environmental Physical Science
class.
Raised in the farming community of Wittenberg, Mo., Mr.
Swan left to attend the Naval
Academy at Annapolis for four

years. An outstanding football
player, he was named Athlete of ·
the Year as a senior and received
an offer to play with the Green
Bay Packers.
·
He turned down the Packers for
four years in the Navy as a
lieutenant stationed in West
Virginia. He coached his fleet's
football team.
FOi.LOWING his discharge

from the Navy he enrolled in the
University of Minnesota, where
he earned a bachelor of arts in
physics and a master's in
educational psychology.
Then he began his 28 years of
teaching here.
''I have always enjoyed
teaching because I love to help
people learn,'' he said, his blue
eyes sparkling behind his wireframed glasses.
HIS TEACHING extended
beyond the classroom. He headed
the Chicago area Physical
Science Study Committee and,

Yearbook vvins top honor
in state · competition
By Joyce Maxberry

One of four yearbooks · in the
state, of 41 competing, to win top
honors, the 1977U-Highlights has
received the Golden Eagle trophy
for overall excellence.
The award is presented by the
Northern Illinois School Press
Association at DeKalb.
TO WIN the Golden Eagle,
yearbooks had to win all six
possible Blue Ribbon certificates
given by the Association, for
excellence in coverage, copy,
photography, design, cohesion
and creativity.
"A job excellently done,"
commented the judge . " Keep
that creative
imagination
working. And tell those readers
for me that they're lucky indeed
to have such a beautiful memory
book."
For issues published JanuaryJune last year, the Midway won
its 24th consecutive All American
rating in twice-yearly judging
conducted by the National
Scholastic Press Association
(NSPA) at the University of
Minnesota in Minneapolis.
TO GET the rating, the Midway
had to earn 3,800of 4,700possible
scorebook points plus at least
four of five possible Marks of
Distinction.
The Midway earned 4,800
points (over the top because of
bonus scores) and all five Marks,
in coverage and content, writing
and editing, editorial leadership
and opinion features, physical
appearance and visual communication, and photography,
art and use of graphics .

IN THE WIND
Come rest ye,
merry U-Highers
•U-High music ensembles will
present a concert 7:30 tonight in
Mandel Hall, 57th St. and
University Ave. The chamber
choir, concert choir, wind ensemble, string ensembles, orchestra and vocal classes will
perform.
It's holiday time again and for
U-Highers that means two
glorious weeks without classes.
Or teachers. Or homework. You
hope .
Events for the next five weeks
are as follows:
TODAY - Basketball, Glenwood, 4 p.m.,
there; Volleyball, Morgan Park, 4 p.m.,
here.
FRI., DEC. 16- AU-school party, 7:30 p.m.,
Sunny Gym.
FRI., DEC. 16 -- MON., JAN. 2 - Winter
recess, no classes.
TUES., JAN. 10 - Basketball, Francis
Parker, 4 p.m., there.
FRI., JAN. 13 - Basketball, Morgan Park
Academy, 4 p.m., there.
TUES., JAN. 17 - Midway out after school.

''Your paper remains one of the
very top student newspapers in
the country,'' commented the
judge .
"It is near perfect in every
facet of journalism. Many daily
professional staffs could learn
much from your publication.''

during summers, taught science
in places ranging from neighboring states to India .
In 1972,a year after he received
the school's highest faculty
honor, the Master Teacher
award, he reached retirement
age.
"It's difficult to retire," he
remembers, "because all of a
sudden society has said that you
don't have it any more and that
you are not needed. But," he
added, "I was determined not to
just go sit in a rocking chair."
Photo by David Trosman

A WEEK after he had taught

his last class Mr. Swan joined the
volunteer
staff at Wyler
Children's Hospital. He still goes
to the hospital about three times
a week to play cards or read
stories with his young friends or
tutor them in math and science.
"My visiting helps them get
their minds off their hurts,'' he
said.
Within a year after volunteering, Mr. Swan won the
Chicago Volunteer of the Year
Award.
ALSO went

back to
school...at U-High. "I have taken
four years of German, reading,
doing homework and learning
with the kids,'' he said.
HE

ONE WEEK after retiring from U-High, Science Teacher Bryan
Swan became a volunteer at Wyler Children's Hospital. Later he won
the Chicago Volunteer of the Year Award . Here he shares a soccer
magazine with a young sports fan staying at the hospital.
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Just relax. The
Bookstore has the
answers to your
problems. when your
shopping list is
long and your money
is short. Get a
T-shirt for Grandma.
a I ight meter for
Dad. a poetry
anthology for Mom,
and a silver-plated
pen and pencil set
for big brother. And
you'll have enough
left over for a hot
sandwich from our
snack bar.

1226 E. !l:1rclSt.

:

U.of C.
Bookstore
5750 S. EllisAv.
753-3306
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Longlist?
Shorton money?
Noideas?
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With cookies, cakes, and other delicious holiday• ••
goodies. You'll find all your ingredients at Mr. G's.
•• Come on in and see for yourself. Hap~y holidays
from

.•.

•

~4so E. 57th St.
667-7394

: GALLERY AND COFFEEHOUSE :

. ..Get int<) the spirit ....

")

•:

/U'fl<'f'

•: THE MEDICI
•
...
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Then, with a sigh, he reflected,
"With my volunteer work,
teaching and substituting I think
I may have taken on too much.''
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After the · gifts are opened and the turkey is•
•eaten, even long after the needles fall from the'
• tree, the joys of Christmas linger on with a '
'potted poinsettia from S. Y. Bloom Florist.•
•, Poinsettias are a lasting tradition because:
• they outlast all the others.

•

S.Y. Bloom Florist
U-HIGH MIDWAY•TUES.c DEC.

l3c1977 7
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