Summer Reading List for Faculty and Staff
Ahmed, Sara. What’s the Use: On the Uses of Use, 2019.
A brilliant philosopher and former university diversity practitioner, Ahmed
is known especially for her work in close reading of a single word. In this
case, she follows use around to uncover the hidden meanings when
“usefulness” is invoked as a reason—and how “use” has historically
foreclosed access by some uses and users. She ends by positing a theory
of queer use in a way that breathes life into the difficult and sometimes
stale conversations about diversifying insitutions. Any encounter with
Ahmed’s work is a witty, brain-stretching exercise, but in the most fulfilling
and generative way.
Backman, Fredrik. Anxious People, 2020.
Taken hostage by a failed bank robber while attending an open house,
eight anxiety-prone strangers discover their unexpected common traits.
Funny, but poignant; set in the suburbs of pre-pandemic Stockholm.

Biss, Eula. On Immunity: An Inoculation, 2014.
Published several years ago, this book makes a particularly fascinating
read now. Starting with her experiences as a new mother, Biss goes on to
explore the many myths and metaphors surrounding immunity and
vaccination, from Achilles to Dracula. In the end, she makes a powerful
argument for recognizing our interconnectedness.

Bui, Thi. The Best We Could Do, 2017.
In graphic novel format, Thi Bui describes her family's experiences as they
immigrate to the United States from their war-torn home in Vietnam.

Chast, Roz. Can’t We Talk About Something More Pleasant, 2014.
"New Yorker" cartoonist and author Roz Chast shares her experiences
with her parents in the final years of their lives.

Clark, Melissa. Dinner in French: My Recipes by Way of France, 2020.
The new French classics in 150 recipes that reflect a modern yet distinctly
French recipe canon, from New York Times star food writer Melissa Clark.
As one of the nation's favorite cookbook authors and food writers, Melissa
updates classic French techniques and dishes to reflect how we cook,
shop, and eat today.

Didion, Joan. Let Me Tell You What I Mean, 2021.
From not getting into the college of one’s choice to the power of fringe
media, Didion’s retrospective essay collection showcases her detached,
keen observation, pointed understatement, and sometimes eerie
prescience. Give this one a try if you take to prose written in the tradition
of Hemingway or just want to enjoy one of the most important literary
voices of the past 60 years.

Gyasi, Yaa. Homegoing, 2016.
Two half sisters, Effia and Esi, unknown to each other, are born into two
different tribal villages in 18th century Ghana. Effia will be married off to an
English colonial, and live in comfort in the sprawling, palatial rooms of
Cape Coast Castle Her sister, Esi, will be imprisoned beneath Effia in the
Castle's women's dungeon and then shipped off on a boat bound for
America, where she will be sold into slavery. These experiences
profoundly affect the different lives and legacies throughout subsequent
generations.
Harris, Zakiya Dalila. The Other Black Girl, 2021.
26-year-old editorial assistant Nella Rogers is tired of being the only Black
employee at Wagner Books. Fed up with the isolation and
microaggressions, she's thrilled when Harlem-born and bred Hazel starts
working in the cubicle beside hers. They've only just started comparing
natural hair care regimens, though, when a string of uncomfortable events
elevates Hazel to Office Darling, and Nella is left in the dust. A whip-smart
thriller and sly social commentary that is perfect for anyone who has ever
felt manipulated, threatened, or overlooked in the workplace.
Headley, Celeste. Do Nothing: How to Break Away from Overworking,
Overdoing, and Underliving, 2021.
We work feverishly to make ourselves happy. So why are we so
miserable? Despite our constant search for new ways to 'hack' our bodies
and minds for peak performance, human beings are working more instead
of less, living harder not smarter, and becoming more lonely and anxious.
This manifesto helps us break free of our unhealthy devotion to efficiency
and shows us how to reclaim our time and humanity with a little more
leisure.

Headley, Maria Dahvana. Beowulf: A New Translation, 2020.
Not your mother’s (grandmother’s, distant ancestor’s) Beowulf! Lyrical and
rollicking, tragic and hilarious, Headley’s new verse translation, with a
feminist slant, incorporates social media slang and obscenities without
sacrificing the power and beauty of the epic poem. Begs to be read aloud.

Jacob, Mira. Good Talk: A Memoir in Conversations, 2019.
Jacob’s six-year-old son has questions about everything, and answering
them becomes increasingly complicated as the 2016 election approaches.
In this graphic memoir, Jacobs recounts conversations with her mixedrace son, her white, Jewish husband, her Indian relatives, her liberal
friends, and her Trump-supporting in-laws, and through these
conversations explores the deepest questions of identity and how we see
others.
Johnson, George M. All Boys Aren’t Blue, 2020.
Johnson’s wrenching exploration of growing up Black and queer—
covering assault, racism, homophobic family, and first relationships—is a
brilliant guide for making a life, a searing critique of how America treats
Black and queer people (especially when you’re both), and ultimately a
testament to joy and hope.

Jones, Robert Jr. The Prophets, 2021.
A singular and stunning debut novel about the forbidden union between
two enslaved young men on a Deep South plantation, the refuge they find
in each other, and a betrayal that threatens their existence.

Jones, Stephen Graham. The Only Good Indians, 2020.
Many years ago, four Blackfeet young men went hunting on land reserved
for their tribal elders—and when caught, were forced to dispose of all the
elk meat they had scored. Now, a malevolent entity is following them
around, killing dogs and threatening them. Jones’s prose is spare and wry,
giving sharp insight into the ways the men interact with their traditional
culture, but Jones also showcases his masterwork in horror. There’s a
creeping sense of suspense and doom throughout that occasionally
explodes in stomach-churning violence...you’ll want the lights on for this
one.

Kaba, Mariame. We Do This ‘Til We Free Us, 2021.
This series of essays and interviews with Kaba, known to many for her
online work Prison Culture, is a treasure’s trove of reflections centering on
the imagination and action necessary to reach prison and police abolition
and collective liberation for all.

Kawaguchi, Toshikazu. Before the Coffee Gets Cold, 2021.
In a small back alley in Tokyo at a century-old coffee shop rumored to
offer patrons the chance to travel back in time, four customers reevaluate
their formative life choices.

Leber, Ron. The Price You Pay for College: An Entirely New Road
Map for the Biggest Financial Decision Your Family Will Ever Make,
2021.
The New York Times “Your Money” personal finance columnist offers a
deeply reported and emotionally honest approach to the biggest financial
decision families will ever make: what to pay for college.

Lee, Chang-Rae. My Year Abroad, 2021.
A story of a young American whose life is transformed when a ChineseAmerican businessman suddenly takes him under his wing on a global
adventure.

The Library of Congress, Joy Harjo, et al. Living Nations, Living
Words: An Anthology of First Peoples Poetry, 2021.
This collection and celebration of works by contemporary Native poets
was edited by Joy Harjo, the current U.S. Poet Laureate and a citizen of
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation.

McCann, Colum. Apeirogon, 2020.
Apeirogon - named for a shape with a countably infinite number of sides is a story that tells multiple perspectives with poetic language, images,
and heart-breaking realism. Bassam is Palestinian and Rami is Israeli.
They live in a world of conflict that consumes every aspect of their lives.
When they learn of each other's daughters' murders, they recognize the
loss that connects them and they attempt to find peace within their grief.

Miller, Sue. Monogamy, 2020.
Derailed by the sudden passing of her husband of thirty years, an artist on
the brink of a gallery opening struggles to pick up the pieces of her life
before discovering harrowing evidence of her husband's affair. Set partly
in Hyde Park, this story shows multiple types of relationships,
demonstrating the complexity of love.

Noah, Trevor. Born a Crime, 2016.
Trevor Noah's unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The
Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white
Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was
punishable by five years in prison. Born a Crime is the story of a
mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man as he
struggles to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist.
It is also the story of that young man's relationship with his fearless,
rebellious, and fervently religious mother.
Pym, Barbara. Excellent Women, 1952.
This character driven comedy of manners centers on Mildred Lathbury, an
excellent woman-- that is, a seemingly inexhaustible 30-something
spinster who devotes her time and energy to her local church. When new
neighbors move in below, Mildred threatens to forget her duties -- ahem,
volunteer work -- as she gets caught up in the drama of their lives. Wellobserved with ample tongue-in-cheek humor, this is excellent commentary
on what’s expected of excellent women.
Schulman, Sarah. Let the Record Show: A Political History of ACT
UP New York, 1987-1993, 2021.
Schulman brings her characteristic acuity, sharpness, and generous
reading to this hefty tome—clocking in at over 700 pages, this is a true
masterwork. Based on interviews with over 200 activists, this shows how a
ragtag group of desperate people, ignored by their government, changed
the world forever...and gives a roadmap for how that can be done again.

Swanson, Peter. Eight Perfect Murders, 2019.
Years after establishing a literary career through his compilation of the
mystery genre's most unsolvable classics, an unsuspecting bookseller is
tapped by the FBI to help solve murders that eerily mimic the books on his
list. Told in the style of an old-school murder mystery.

Tolentino, Jia. Trick Mirror: Reflections on Self-delusion, 2019.
Presents a collection of essays by Jia Tolentino, a writer at the New
Yorker that examines the fractures at the center of contemporary culture.

Williams, Joy. Ill Nature, 2002.
Marked by Williams’s trademark humor, this collection of essays -published almost 20 years ago but only more relevant today -- takes a
scathing look at our relationship with the natural world. Intended by
Williams “to annoy and trouble and polarize,” her singular voice and
astute, unapologetic observations make this book a challenging but
important read. Come for the topic, stay for the sly, inimitable prose.

X, Malcolm. The End of White World Supremacy: Four Speeches,
2020.
The classic collection of Malcolm X’s major speeches, now bundled with
an audio download of him delivering two of them. His speeches address
some of the most pressing racial issues of today: black identity, the politics
of black rage, the expression of black dissent, the politics of black power,
and the importance of consolidating varieties of expressions within black
communities.

Yoo, Paula. From A Whisper to a Rallying Cry: The Killing of Vincent
Chin and the Trial that Galvanized the Asian American Movement,
2021.
This narrative nonfiction text tells the horrific story of the murder of
Chinese American Vincent Chin in Detroit in 1982. It breaks down how
Chin’s murder—and the American legal system’s response to it—inspired
legions of activists to organize for visibility and justice for the Asian
American community.

