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Dear Friends,
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Having worked in schools for my entire career, for me the start of the New Year is really
September. By January, my “new year’s” plans are already four months underway and the
winter break gives me a moment to pause and reflect upon how those plans are falling
into place. At this time, two things seem most important to share with you:

Lessons from the
Dunes
Bringing classroom ecology
studies to life in the field

> After December’s tragic events in Connecticut, it was natural for our parents and
employees to ask questions about safety at their own schools. I reassure all that the safety
of our children is at the heart of all that we do. In addition to all security measures
previously in place, we had already been well into a search for a full-time director of
security, hired by the University’s Police Department. This individual will begin his/
her work with us shortly after the winter quarter begins and report to Lab’s Executive
Director of Finance and Operations Christopher Jones and the chief of the University’s
police department.

In the Halls
Banned books, guerilla
acts of kindness, and more

In his book, Experience and Education,
John Dewey wrote, “We always live at
the time we live and not at some other
time, and only by extracting at each
present time the full meaning of each
present experience are we prepared for
doing the same thing in the future.”

When this director is in place, we plan to convene
a meeting with the entire Lab community to
review our practices and procedures, as we
continue to seek further improvements. Please
know, also, that all new construction (including
the Early Childhood Campus) and all of our
planned renovations have made security a priority
as part of the design. Decisions made by our
architects and construction management team
have been informed by consultation with national
leaders in the industry.
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> Our community—teachers, administrators, and parents—continues discussions around updating Lab’s mission statement.
While not yet complete, the process has left me (and I hope others) very much in awe of the wonderful 125-year legacy
we are lucky enough to steward. The words mentioned in these conversations reflect the depth and richness of the Lab
experience: wonder, spirit, creativity, critical thinking, community, collaboration, joy, empathy, authenticity, responsibility,
independence, optimism.

May the Best
Cardboard Cutout Win
Lower School students
learn about elections by
having one of their own—
one with real consequences

What impresses me most is that at Lab these are not just words, they are the beliefs and values that inform most everything
we do at every grade-level. Who wouldn’t want to attend a school that embraces all these things and does so with the
excellence we see at Lab?

Lab Notes
Class notes and profiles
of Peggy Carr, ’30,
David Houle, ’65,
Tina Pompey, ’79, and
Jessica Lawson, ’00

In his book, Experience and Education (1938), Lab founder and philosopher John Dewey wrote, “We always live at the time
we live and not at some other time, and only by extracting at each present time the full meaning of each present experience
are we prepared for doing the same thing in the future.” It is a humbling notion—to be that mindful is not a simple task.
At this festive time of year, I cannot help but be thankful and remain committed to doing my best to extract that full
meaning of each present experience.
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May 2013 bring you and yours happiness and health.

David W. Magill, EdD
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Taking a short trip from Hyde
Park, seventh graders gain a
long view of natural history
In a single morning, walking a single
mile, seventh-grade science students
witness a millennium of nature’s work.
The fall trip to the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore, a Lab tradition for 15 years,
brings classroom ecology studies to life in
the field.
In early October, the entire seventh
grade traveled to the dunes with teachers
and administrators for a day of handson science. They walked the West Beach
Trail from the water’s edge (with its bare
ecosystem) to the margins (where grasses
hold the dunes together) and uphill to
more complex areas of cottonwoods,
pines, and hardwoods.
“By walking the trail, you end up
being able to see 800 or 1,000 years of
succession in about a one-mile hike,”
says seventh-grade science teacher
Michael Wong. Students broke into small
groups to investigate different areas of
the trail, along with places where human
activity or extreme weather interrupted
the natural progression.

In each location, students observed
and catalogued abiotic factors (such
as humidity, wind speed, air and soil
temperature), and biotic factors (plants
and animals). Some students stuck
thermometers into the ground, measured
wind gusts, and got down on all fours to
sift through organic matter, while others
recorded data, took notes, and made
sketches.
The assignment teaches Middle
Schoolers about teamwork and patient
observation—important skills for
scientists, says Mr. Wong. When they
return to Lab, each group produces a
peer-reviewed brochure with data, photos,
and descriptions of the area they studied.
The dunes offer “awesome”
biodiversity in a small space, says Mr.
Wong, who grew up in California and
taught science at New York’s Collegiate
School before joining the Lab faculty in
2011. Seeing the Chicago skyline and
factories in the distance “emphasizes
both the importance and fragility of the
lake and the surrounding ecosystem.”
Mr. Wong likes to ask students,
“‘Hey, what’s going to be standing here at
the dunes in 500 years?’ Half of them will

In a single morning, walking a
single mile, seventh-grade science
students witness a millennium of
nature’s work.

say, ‘Well, the pines will have developed
into hardwoods.’ And some will say, ‘Oh,
it’s not going to be here. It’s just going to
be a big factory.’
“The dunes give a perspective
about where we are in the Midwest—on a
lakefront—and what was here before any
of us showed up,” he adds.
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Students
and Faculty
Make News
Seniors Amartya Das and Danny
Zhang were honored as 2012 Siemens
Competition in Math, Science &
Technology semi-finalists. Both

submitted research projects born of work
they did during their Summer Link
internships:

> Amartya worked with mentor Jon Staley
to study the mechanism by which the
helicase Brr2 unwinds the U4-U6 complex
in the splicing of introns from mRNA.
Mutations in the Brr2 gene have been
shown to lead to Retinitis Pigmentosa,
a degenerative eye disease. Amartya’s
goal was to shed light on the connection
between errors in Brr2’s unwinding of the
U4-U6 complex and how errors in splicing
could lead to the disease.
> Danny worked with mentor and
Lab alum Janet Rowley, ’42, to study
MicroRNAs that may function as tumor
suppressors in acute leukemia. Danny used
PCR amplification, in vitro transcription,
and miRNA processing assays to
investigate the regulatory mechanism of
LIN28. If Danny’s project can show that
LIN28 inhibits pri-miR-150, this may
enable the lab to identify new therapeutic
agents for cancer.
More than 2,200 students registered to
enter the 2012 Siemens Competition for a
total of 1,504 projects submitted, of which
322 became semi-finalists.
4
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Digital Dewey

Last summer, the Chicago Tribune
interviewed U-High science teacher
David Derbes about his work and
ongoing friendship with physicist
Peter Higgs when CERN announced

the discovery of a new particle, the
eponymous Higgs boson. Mr. Derbes met
the renowned physicist in 1975 at the
University of Edinburgh. “Thus began an
enduring friendship that prompted Derbes’
emotions to overflow when he watched his
mentor weep as hundreds applauded [the]
announcement that scientists had found
near-incontrovertible evidence the elusive
Higgs boson particle bearing Peter Higgs’
name exists.”

Among the newest acquisitions by the
UChicago Library is The Dewey Lectures,
a fully searchable, electronic edition of 15
sets of class lecture notes of Lab founder,
philosopher, and educator John Dewey.
Only seven of the 15 sets of this edition
have appeared in print; the remaining eight
are previously unpublished lectures from
1892–1903. Dewey taught at the University
of Chicago from 1894–1904; thus, the
majority of the lecture material reflects his
time at the University.
The digital format will allow
researchers to perform complex and
in-depth searches not possible with print
formats, hopefully leading to new insights
into Dewey’s work.
Current Lab students, faculty, and
staff can access these lectures at any time
from their computers. Lab alumni can view
them at Regenstein with a library card or a
day pass.

No shrinking violet,

Nursery teacher Carrie Collin stopped a Chicago mounted police officer on the street and by the end of the
conversation, a Midway Plaisance surprise had been planned for her students. Officers Ferrek and Keenan explained what it’s like to partner
with their horses, Francis and Skip. Did you know horses get new shoes every six weeks, take showers, and get haircuts?

Senior Patricia Perozo has received
the Concord Review’s Emerson Prize
for 2013 in recognition of her paper

entitled The Silencing of Sor Juana Inés De
La Cruz, published in the Review in 2012.
Each year, 40 students are published in the
Concord Review, and the papers that are
judged to be the top six are awarded the
Emerson Prize, which comes with a
$1,000 scholarship. Patricia is the first
U-High Emerson Prize recipient and one
of eight U-Highers to have been published
in the Review.

Note to alumni: To establish your free
visiting privileges at all UChicago
libraries you must first obtain a UChicago
Alumni Association card through the
University, 773-702-3945.

New board
members
Appointed by University of
Chicago President Robert
J. Zimmer, the following
individuals have joined the
Laboratory Schools’ Board of
Directors:

Andrew G. Neal, ’78

Elizabeth A. Parker, AM’87

Jack R. Polsky

A lawyer
who served
on the Lab
board from
2002–11,
Mr. Neal
has a child
in the Lower School, two in the
High School, and two who have
already graduated from U-High.
He is a Lab+ Campaign co-chair,
and performs other volunteer
leadership roles at Lab.

A civics and
community
volunteer,
Ms. Parker
has cochaired
Connections
twice and held a variety of
volunteer leadership roles at
Lab. She has two children in the
Lower School.

President,
chief
executive
officer, and
director of
William
Harris
Investors, Mr. Polsky has two
children at Lab in Nursery/
Kindergarten.

Errata: The Alumni Relations and Development Office apologizes to these individuals who were incorrectly listed in the 2012 Annual Report. Thank you for your generosity. $5,000–$9,999: Jennifer
Litwin, MBA’94, and Stuart Litwin, JD’85, MBA’85 (ten years consecutive giving); $2,500–$4,999: Lynn Sasamoto, ’79, AB’83, and Todd Kurisu, MBA’05 (three years consecutive giving);
Colleen Sheehan and Michael Swinger (three years consecutive giving); $1,000–$2,499: Tracy McKenzie and Leon McKenzie (three years consecutive giving); Triste Lieteau Smith, JD’97, and
Ian Smith, MD’97; Hae Kyung Im, SM’00, PhD’05, and Pablo Vairus, SM’00
LabLife Winter 2012/13

5

in the halls

Learning
to Make a
Winning
Argument
Freshman English curriculum lays
foundation for literary analysis

Arguing might seem to come naturally to
teenagers, but freshman English students
are learning the proper way to make their
case. To help, the five English I teachers
have changed their curriculum to start the
year with a six-week unit on argument
before diving into major texts (first up:
Of Mice and Men).

“What are the assumptions, rules,
and beliefs that actually connect my
evidence back to my claim?” For
students (and some adults), “it’s hard
to see how your argument might
be flawed.”
6
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“Hitting kids freshman year with both
deep literary analysis and full papers that
require synthesizing multiple reasons into a
thesis was burying too many of them,”
says English teacher Mark Krewatch. Now
students first learn how to reason, using
real-world scenarios, short stories, and
plays. By tackling argument early, he says,
“we’re able to identify problems in the
logical-reasoning process before we delve
into the literature.”
In one exercise, the teachers set up a
murder scene. The students looked at the
evidence and wrote short essays about the

claim, the evidence, and the reasoning
used to declare a verdict. “It’s a slippery
concept,” Mr. Krewatch says. “What are
the assumptions, rules, and beliefs that
actually connect my evidence back to my
claim?” For students (and some adults),
“it’s hard to see how your argument might
be flawed.”
The students spent two weeks
analyzing the role of homework and
whether it should be limited, studied
inferences in children’s books such as
Jeremy Draws a Monster, and spent a
few days on the play Trifles, the story
of a small-town murder where the men
search for obvious evidence to confirm
their suspicions, while the women find
the truth in seemingly extraneous details.
“You don’t want to start with an argument

and find the evidence to prove it,” Mr.
Krewatch says. “You want to look at the
text and build your arguments from the
evidence there, so you have a sharp piece of
writing.” So far it appears to be working.
“We feel like we’ve developed a language
the students understand, one that we didn’t
have before.”
The curriculum change stemmed
from meetings the department has held
since Mr. Krewatch and Rachel Nielsen
joined the faculty in 2010, and the work
continued as part of Lab’s professional
development program. The idea for
an argument unit came from former
department chair Carrie Koenen. “As a
team,” Mr. Krewatch says, “we jumped
on it.”
The group is working on other
ideas, such as finding the proper place of
grammar in English lessons, and working
with school counselors to design a “boot
camp” for rising freshmen who could
benefit from “some warm-up going into
the year,” Mr. Krewatch says. The boot
camp started this past summer.
“As a group, we have done some neat
stuff and really pushed each other,” Mr.
Krewatch says. “No one feels like they
have to do the exact same thing, but
everyone feels they have a real investment
in the team.”

Recommended
Seeing
World Language teacher Vicki
Schneider relies heavily on the
arts as she teaches French, and
urges us all to see as much as
we read. She recommends—and
elucidates—Gustave Caillebotte’s
Paris Street, Rainy Day.

Writing about Paris Street,
Rainy Day in 400 words is like
having to choose only one item
from a laden holiday table.
One logical entry into this
magisterial feast of a painting
is the act of walking in the
context of 19th century Paris.
La flânerie, best
translated as strolling, is one
of the leisure activities that
industrialized 19th century
Paris begat. People walked:
in part due to new boulevards
lit by gas lamps (like the
one providing the structural
axis of the painting), in part
due to a proliferation of new
shops targeting a burgeoning
middle class and the arrival
of unmarried working women
from the provinces, and finally
thanks to the absence of trash,
mud, feces, bits of food, scraps
of rags, and hair (that rag
pickers would collect and sell
to wigmakers).
In 19th century Paris,
flânerie was much more
than the English word stroll
conveys. In the Grand Larousse
du XIX siècle, there are as
many definitions of the verb
flâner as there are strollers in
Caillebotte’s painting. Flânerie
could be the springboard for

inspiration, a way to pick up
girls, a spy lens into the latest
fashion trends, a source of
urban ecstasy, or a magnificent
way to waste one’s time (a kind
of moving, outdoor Facebook).
So, with all these different
definitions of flânerie,
why are the twenty-odd
people, umbrellas in hand,
somnambulating in different
directions, barely interacting,
let alone experiencing urban
ecstasy? The answer comes as
much from what’s missing in
the painting as what’s shown.
In 1877 this intersection was
completely new: we don’t see
its former inhabitants, their
presence was erased when onethird of Paris’ population was
displaced during Haussmann’s

urban renewal of Paris; this
one-third included the color, the
sordidness, and the exuberance
that Charles Baudelaire and
Victor Hugo celebrated.
While this painting cannot
claim being emotional like
those of Renoir, there is a
certain flatness of feeling, like
the 19th-century state of ennui
that affected so many artists

and writers of Caillebotte’s
time. Paris Street, Rainy Day
shows us the grandness of
modern Paris, all the while
evoking the wrecking ball
rupture with the past.
Paris Street, Rainy Day
can be seen at the Art Institute.
Ms. Schneider encourages
you to see it—and take your
children.

There are as many
definitions of the
verb flâner as
there are strollers
in Caillebotte’s
painting.

Paris Street, Rainy Day, Gustave Caillebotte, 1887. Charles H. and Mary F. S. Worcester Collection. Courtesy of the Art
Institute of Chicago
LabLife Winter 2012/13
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Apple
Scavenge
The drought couldn’t derail a
longstanding Lab tradition
“I’ve been teaching at the Laboratory
Schools for 32 years,” says Lower School
teacher Spike Wilson, “and the second
grade has always gone apple picking.” But
what happens when there are no apples?
Typically, during the first few weeks

destroyed most of those blooms.
Before school started, the Radke
family emailed Lab’s five second-grade
teachers with some bad news: they had
only 10 percent of their usual crop. The
orchard would be closed for apple picking,
and the owners would try to sell the
apples they had. They asked if Lab would
consider heading down during the first
week of school for a day of educational
activities and an abbreviated version of the
usual apple picking.
“The teachers got together the very
first day of school, and we agreed that this
was a very interesting proposition,” says
Mr. Wilson, “and that we would go ahead

actual sapling because planting season isn’t
until spring. They also showed students
soil samples, explaining that different
varieties of apples flourish in different
types of soil. At the second station, the
presenters dyed apples with iodine,
demonstrating that iodine turns black on
an apple with a lot of starch—and that
excess starch indicates an unripe fruit.
As valuable as the learning stations,
says Mr. Wilson, was the apple picking
that rounded out the day: “This year
finding the apples was almost like a
scavenger hunt. They crawled around
looking for apples and also used long
pickers. They worked really hard to get
those apples down, and they also gathered
milkweed pods, grasshoppers, woolly bear
caterpillars, and wildflowers.”
Regardless of how many apples
appear next fall, Mr. Wilson and the other
second-grade teachers have asked the
Radke family to incorporate the learning
stations into future trips. And they have no
intention of giving up the apple-picking
tradition any time soon: “We have a
wonderful library with many wonderful
books in our apple collection,” he says.
“But this is hands-on learning. Students
get to see a part of the apple-tree lifecycle
and be in nature for a day.”

Lights,
Camera,
L’Action!
开演 ¡Acción!
Action!
For third-graders at Lab, May means
show time.
After spring break, they prepare for
plays: memorizing lines, blocking, and
rehearsing their parts.
The plays, by the way, are not in
English.
At Lab, world language study
begins in third grade. Students choose a
language—Chinese, French, German, or
Spanish—which they study 25 minutes a
day, four days a week. The year culminates
in theatrical performances for family
members, faculty, and fellow students.
“It’s a chance to use language in a
communicative way,” says Diane Jackson,

8
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if we could secure the coach buses.” They
quickly booked the buses, and three classes
went on Thursday, two on Friday.
Students began the outing at two
learning areas. At the first, orchard workers
demonstrated planting an apple sapling,
using a mop-headed plant instead of an

From the Syllabi
Standing up for the freedom to read during
Banned Books Week
“The Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary has
got to be my favorite ‘Huh?!?!’ book,” says librarian
Shirley Volk, of texts that have been simultaneously
banned by some and celebrated by others. The
concept of censorship and challenging books is
introduced in the fifth grade library curriculum during
Banned Books Week, and later in the
year Lisa Miller’s eighth graders read
from the list of challenged books in
conjunction with a censorship unit.
A few years ago, Mark Haddon’s The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-time, which made the banned
list, was Lab’s all-school First Day
selection, and Labbies routinely read
these challenged texts:

King & King
Linda de Haan and
Stern Nijland

“This year finding the apples was almost like a scavenger
hunt. They crawled around looking for apples and also used
long pickers. They worked really hard to get those apples
down, and they also gathered milkweed pods, grasshoppers,
woolly bear caterpillars, and wildflowers.”
of school, says Mr. Wilson, second graders
learn about the lifecycle of the apple tree,
and in late September or early October,
head out to Radke’s Orchards in Michigan
City, IN, to pick apples. But last March’s
unusually warm weather caused many trees
to bloom early, and subsequent April frosts

who has taught French in the Lower
School for nearly 20 years. “It’s not just
repetition or memorization; they’re telling
a story.”
Those stories combine students’
interests with the year’s lessons about
language and culture. The French play,
for instance, is constructed as a group of
kids watching TV and includes slapstick
commercials for snails and stinky cheese
(the students love to get a laugh).
For many students, it is the first
time they’ve acted or performed for an
audience—another opportunity, Ms.
Jackson points out, for growth. “Every
year,” she says, “a really shy student
surprises me. A girl who never spoke above
a whisper in class will just belt it out in the
play. There’s something about it that really
opens them up.”
Although students have other
performance opportunities as they
continue to study languages in Middle and
High School, the third-grade play remains
special. “Motivated, thrilled, extreme joy,
excitement, elation,” Ms. Jackson says.
“When they’re done, they’re so happy—
that’s really the word. They are happy.”

The Witches
Roald Dahl

The Great Gatsby
F. Scott Fitzgerald

In the Night Kitchen
Maurice Sendak

Beloved
Toni Morrison

The Absolutely True Diary
of a Part-Time Indian
Sherman Alexie

Harry Potter series
JK Rowling

The Catcher in
the Rye
J.D. Salinger

Speak
Laurie Halse Anderson

Students perform in German last spring.
LabLife Winter 2012/13

9

in the halls

Let Me Tell
You a Story
When librarians Irene Fahrenwald,
Mary Ogilvie, and Lee McLain sit
down kindergartners and first and
second graders to hear a story, they
aren’t just there to pass the time. Lab’s
storytelling program is a carefully
developed curriculum designed to aid the
development of the students’ minds—and
entertain them as well.

“The psychological underpinnings, the
beauty and rhythm of the language,
the structure of story—all these things
have been honed over generations
and generations of people retelling
these oral traditions.”

10
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Storytelling has a long history at
Lab. The University’s first president,
William Rainey Harper, recruited folktale
collector Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen
to tell stories there. For the current
curriculum, the librarians have records of
stories told every week at Lab since 1954.
The storytelling centers on tales
from the oral tradition, rather than
literary tales, in part because the oral
stories have been perfected over time,
Ms. Fahrenwald says. “The psychological
underpinnings, the beauty and rhythm of
the language, the structure of story—all
these things have been honed over
generations and generations of people
retelling these oral traditions. You get
these beautiful, gem-like stories.”
The children aren’t passive
listeners. As they listen, they develop
their imaginations and their ability
to visualize—a boost for memory
development. The students don’t have to
decode written words as when reading,
which makes it easier for the storytellers
to present unfamiliar words. Then, after
being exposed to some of the world’s best
stories, the children can recognize a wellconstructed story by the time they’re old
enough to read with a critical eye.
The librarians almost never repeat
stories to the same children as they
grow from kindergarten through second
grade, Ms. Fahrenwald says. Every week
the students hear a new one from the
librarians’ expansive mental library. (Just
how many stories is that? “I have no idea!”
laughs Ms. Fahrenwald.) New stories that
don’t succeed with the students get the
boot quickly.
From the children’s perspective, story
time is a beloved half-hour. The librarians
feel the same way. Even though it takes
work to learn the stories and refine their
delivery, Ms. Fahrenwald says, “it’s one of
the most enjoyable things we do.”

Tortoise
A-Go-Go
Zippy the Russian tortoise isn’t actually
from Russia—he came from PetSmart.
Since 2008 he’s inhabited a glass terrarium
in Amy Landry and Kathy Iatarola’s firstgrade classroom. But true to his name,
he’d rather be zipping across the hardwood
floor.
When Zippy feels restless, he paces
in his tank and bangs his compact body
against the glass. “We let him out in the
classroom, and he walks around all day,”
says Ms. Landry. “It’s good because the
kids learn to look out for him.” Once free,
Zippy strides toward a patch of sunlight
near a southern window or cozies up to

a heat pipe. He might cut a
swath of crazy eights or climb
into a tub of markers on the
rug. Sometimes he even ambles
across the kids’ block structures
or across the kids themselves (it
tickles, they say).
Having live pets in the
classroom teaches young
scientists to inquire about
the species and habitat of the
animal, says Primary School
Principal Susan Devetski.
“It also gives the teacher an
opportunity to model humane
and compassionate treatment of
animals.”
Although social and
friendly, Zippy has been known
to disappear. He once took
advantage of an open door to
sneak into the hallway; the
class found him heading for the
elevator.
Students enjoy feeding the
chubby-legged tortoise lettuce
and carrots; they take him home
to Zippy-sit over school breaks.
On Halloween they made him
a stegosaurus costume—three
brown paper triangles taped
upright to his smooth,
checkered shell.
And sometimes pets
can help kids bond to an
experience: older students come back to
visit Zippy because he reminds them of first
grade, adds Ms. Landry. “He has such a
personality that everyone is drawn to him.”

It All Begins
with Toast
Thursdays are cooking days for students
in Maureen Ellis and Delores Rita’s
kindergarten class—which means
homemade snacks, plus lessons in science,
math, vocabulary, and more.
The students use recipes from I Made
It Myself, a cookbook Ms. Ellis co-wrote
nearly 20 years ago. It begins with simple
recipes for toast and frozen yogurt pops and
progresses to deviled eggs, vegetable soup,
and applesauce. Each recipe is broken into
one step per page, with written instructions
and clear illustrations so the young cooks
can follow the recipes by themselves.
The focus on autonomy is an integral
part of Ms. Ellis and Ms. Rita’s cooking
curriculum. They design the activities
so that the children are the authorities,
a principle drawn from developmental
psychologist Jean Piaget. Like Piaget, Ms.
Ellis and Ms. Rita believe that the richest
learning is experiential, based on active
participation and exploration.
As active learners and cooks, the
kindergarteners develop cognitive and

physical skills: executive functions,
collaboration and negotiation, and finemotor skills. They also learn vocabulary and
reading (words like “measure” and “mix”
become sight words over the year), math
and counting, and science, from observing
chemical reactions (in frozen yogurt pops, a
liquid becomes a solid; with applesauce, the
reverse occurs).
Across the lower grades cooking can
be found in most classrooms. It is a very
Deweyan way to engage students in the
process of learning—often with parent
participation.
Although I Made It Myself is now out
of print, Ms. Ellis and Ms. Rita are working
to post the recipes online for other Lab
teachers. Another reason? Parents request
the recipes all the time.

On Halloween they made
Zippy a stegosaurus
costume—three brown
paper triangles taped
upright to his smooth,
checkered shell.
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A Path to
Less Stress
Happy Harvest

Woodlawn Nursery School
backyard transforms into a fall
festival
Bales of straw get stacked around
the playground like oversized Legos,
scarecrows stand sentry, and pumpkins
large and small dot the area. A folk band
visits, and students learn about music
history as they dance and play. Inside,
the children use an apple press, bought
last year with help from the Parents’
Association, to make their own cider.
Students manipulate leaves, feathers,
bark, dried berries, and other natural
materials to make multimedia pictures,
leaf etchings, and even pigments.
It’s a month-long celebration of
autumn.
Four years ago, the festival began
as a way for Woodlawn Nursery School
teachers to bring their classes together
to highlight the seasonal change, the
harvest, and the outside world. They
wanted to create a tradition, says teacher
Meredith Dodd, of fall celebration that
extended beyond candy and costumes
and encompassed an exploration and
appreciation of autumn and the outdoors.
The entire Woodlawn faculty collaborated
on the curriculum, creating organic,
joyful learning opportunities around
students’ curiosity, experiments, and
play.
“In effect, what we did was to
take a step back and listen to what the
children were telling us,” Ms. Dodd
12
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A group from Lab—adults and
students—learns helpful strategies

says. “We look at it from a young child’s
perspective—what do they love about the
season?—then build a curriculum around
that. We try to honor a child’s love of the
changing of the seasons and bringing
together communities because of the
harvest. They love apples? How can we
build that with a purpose? How can we
use that to make the sensory systems
come alive?”
Teachers spur learning and
development by harnessing children’s
curiosity and encouraging sensory
exploration. Making scarecrows,
for instance, exercises imagination,
teamwork, and fine motor skills, and it
teaches the parts of the body.
The festival’s emphasis on the
natural world—as Ms. Dodd puts it,
“turning our focus outdoors”—is part of
a year-round mission. Each spring the
students plant seeds in the community
garden, learn about the growing cycle,

and nurture the plants. In autumn, they
harvest the fruits and vegetables, making
them into treats such as the butternutsquash bread Ms. Dodd’s class shared at
the festival.
Also from the garden: a pumpkin
on the playground, the offspring of a
proud second-year Nursery Schooler.
Last year he and his parents contributed
a pumpkin to the festival. When it
decomposed, he saved the seeds and
planted them in the garden.

It’s no secret that, like
high schoolers all over
America, U-Highers
feel pressure—to excel
in school, to get into
college, to navigate
friendships, to meet
family expectations. So
after Penn pediatrics
professor Ken Ginsburg, an expert on
resilience, addressed parents and students
last spring about reducing stress, it seemed
natural to continue the conversation.
In November, a nine-person contingent
of faculty, administrators, students, and
parents attended a workshop hosted
by Challenge Success, a Stanford-based
organization responding to American

students’ issues, at which Dr. Ginsburg
spoke.
“Over the course of the workshop
we talked frequently about sleep and time
management,” says U-High Principal Scott
Fech. Adults know adolescents need sleep
to be successful—Dr. Ginsburg says nine
hours—but students often take on too
many responsibilities and have too much
homework. “With nine hours of sleep and
seven hours of school, then you need down
time, family time, eating, homework,”
says Mr. Fech. “We need to put realistic
expectations on how much kids can get
done in one day.”
Working with a coach, the group
identified symptoms and root causes of
stress at Lab. Then the group split up.
The students—juniors Maud Jansen and
Rahul Mehta—attended sessions such as
“Student Views of Stress” and “Strategies
for Coping.” The adults went to sessions
like: “Real Success: Coping with Life” or “A
Healthy Approach to College Admissions.”
At day’s end, the Lab group reconvened to
discuss what they’d learned and begin to
formulate a plan.

“The students were very insightful,”
Mr. Fech says. “They’re focused more on
the end than the journey. That’s something
we need to help them regain.” It’s during
the journey, Dr. Ginsburg teaches, that
students learn resilience. As Mr. Fech puts
it, “Kids learn from process.” They will
make mistakes, he says, and it’s important
that “we support them and teach them to
learn from those mistakes.”
The group planned to meet again “to
brainstorm the ‘so what’ part of this,” Mr.
Fech says. Whether that means evaluating
homework or last year’s schedule change is
hard to say. The workshop’s main message,
he says, was that “we need to look at
everything we are doing so we can support
our students in all of their pursuits.”

Teachers spur learning and
development by harnessing
children’s curiosity and encouraging
sensory exploration. Making
scarecrows, for instance, exercises
imagination, teamwork, and fine
motor skills, and it teaches the parts
of the body.
His parents brought him to water it over
the summer, and, with the teachers’ help,
he grew three sizable orange gourds.
Two disappeared before the festival. He
shrugged off the loss and presented the
remaining pumpkin to his classmates,
asking only that they save the seeds and
plant them next year.

Joined by teachers and principals decked out in costume and with a U-High band leading the way, Lab’s younger
students toured Blaine Hall and the High School during the annual Halloween Parade. They ended the journey in Kovler Gymnasium
to sing favorite Halloween songs.
LabLife Winter 2012/13
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in the halls

Every Picture
Tells a Story

to present, to learn to stand in front of a
group and convey their ideas effectively,”
she says. “Letting students know that
[public speaking] is a skill they can learn,
rather than a talent they are born with, is
key to their success.”

And so can every student

Guerilla Acts

The black silhouettes hanging in MS274
give an idea not only of what Staci Garner’s
eighth graders look like, but also how
they present themselves, both on paper
and before an audience. Each year the
students trace a classmate’s silhouette onto
newsprint. Then they take the silhouettes
of themselves and fill the background with
colors and images that represent who they
are. In turn, students stand before the class
to share their silhouettes and the stories
they’ve chosen to represent.
“The idea is to get to the ‘why,’”
Ms. Garner says. “Why do these images
represent you? Why do you like The
Hunger Games? Why is football your
favorite sport? Why did you choose
the color blue?” She also critiques their
presentation skills: posture, projection,
using filler words, making eye contact. “It
is really important for all students to learn

“The idea is to get to the ‘why,’”
Ms. Garner says. “Why do these
images represent you?”
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Seventh graders commit random
acts of kindness

Counselor Sylvia Aschliman receives a random
act of kindness.

It’s 10:45 on the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving. To celebrate the holiday,
Diane Jackson’s seventh-grade advisory
has transformed its regular meeting place,
U-High 201, into the war room for
Guerilla Acts of Random Kindness.
The desks are covered with cakes
and plates of cookies. On the board, Ms.
Jackson has written “The Plan!” with a list

of four targets who will be hit during the
45-minute period: “1. Mr. Warren. Comic,
cake, Jessica talks. We can all say, thank
you! 2. Ms. Cynthia. Song, food, David
talks. 3. IS. Cookie, everyone. 4. Ms.
Slanda.”
For Ms. Slanda, a.k.a. custodian
Elisabeth Slanda, the students have created
a poster with testimonials of her kindness,
including two stories of being rescued
when they were small and lost: “I couldn’t
find my classroom and I walked around for
a long time and I ended up in the middle
school (I think) and I started crying and
I hid behind a garbage can and you came
to help me and you brought me to my
kindergarten class,” one boy wrote. He did
not sign his name.
Five minutes later, the students
are half-running down the hall with
excitement. They stop outside the
language lab, where Colin Warren works
as a technician integration specialist. Ms.
Jackson snaps a quick photo: “Get in the
position of attack! Look like you’re going
to attack!” Then they swoop inside and
present him with a magazine, Warren
Times, and a cake. Mr. Warren, utterly
surprised, starts laughing. “Thank you,” he
says. “This is really, really generous.”
The second target, security guard
Cynthia Boykin, is not there. So the
attackers, carrying plates of cookies and a
cake, move down to the basement of Judd,
home of Information Services. A trio of
students perform an a cappella version of
“A Lieta Vita,” an old Italian love song they
learned in choir, for anyone from IS who
happens to be in the room. Minutes later,
the students are gone.
Next, the group meets up with math
teacher Thomas Luthy’s advisory for a joint
attack on Ms. Slanda. (All of the seventhgrade advisories participated in the Day
of Kindness: “There was lots of baking,
card making, etc. going on,” says Ms.
Jackson.) Mr. Luthy’s class has prepared
a chant based on the letters of her name:
“E is for excellent. L is for loveable. …
H is for helpful.” Ms. Jackson presents
the poster, reading aloud the story of the
lost kindergartner while its author, deeply
embarrassed, presses his hands over his ears.
Ms. Slanda returns to U-High 201
with Ms. Jackson’s class; the cake is quickly
cut up and slices passed around, making life
at Lab sweeter for all in more ways than one.

Sports Highlights
Girls Swimming
Swimmers set two new school
records. The 200-yard freestyle
team of seniors Annette
Cochran and Patricia Perozo,
sophomore Katie Adlaka, and
freshman Ilana Dutton set a
new school record at the IHSA
sectional swim meet with a
time of 1:47.33. Annette also
set a new school record in
the 100-yard butterfly with a
time of 1:03.01 (beating the
previous record of 1:03.47 set
by Caroline Bank, ’09). Annette
leaves U-High with a total of
four school records to her
credit.

Girls Cross-Country
The team won the ISL
championship and qualified
from sectionals to finish 24th in
the IHSA 2A State meet. Senior
Sarah Curci was selected
ISL Runner-of-the-Year, and
freshman Lucy Kenig-Ziesler
won ISL All-Conference
honors. Girls who qualified to

run at State included Sonia
Bourdaghs, Grace Cain, Sarah
Curci, Jax Ingrassia, Lucy
Kenig-Ziesler, Liza Libes, and
Hannah Tomio. Bud James was
named ISL Coach-of-the-Year.

Swimmers Ilana Dutton, Patricia
Perozo, Annette Cochran (back
row) and Katie Adlaka (front) set
a new school record.

Boys Cross-Country
Freshman Jacob Meyer and
Junior Max Volchenboum were
named All-ISL, based on their
top-ten finish in the conference
meet. Jacob and Max also
qualified to run in the IHSA
1A State meet, with strong
performances in the regional
and sectional meets.

Golf
Juniors Rahul Mehta and Alix
Har qualified for IHSA sectional
play, based on their strong
Soccer Coaches Association;
regional performance.
sophomore Michael Glick and
freshman Joey Cohen were
Boys Soccer
named All-ISL second team;
Junior Jonathan King was
and the team was awarded the
named first team All-ISL and
Miro Rys Sportsmanship Award
earned honorable mention
for Illinois District 1 (there are
from the Illinois High School
14 districts).

Labbies
Celebrate
UChicago
Athletics
Hall of Fame
Inductees
Five former U-High Basketball players
attended the University of Chicago 2012
Athletics Hall of Fame Induction Dinner
in October (as pictured): Bill Gray, ’43,
PhB’48, MBA’50; John Davey, ’56, AB’61,
JD’62; Mitchell Watkins, ’52, AB’60,
MBA’65; Laboratory Schools Chairman

of the Board John W. Rogers, Jr., ’76; and
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, ’82.
Among this year’s inductees were Tom
Lisco, ’56, SB’61, PhD’67, and the late
Starkey Duncan, PhD’65, father of Arne,
who accepted the award on his father’s
behalf. Mr. Lisco, an outstanding swimmer
in the 1950s, was unable to attend, so his
brother-in-law, Hal Lieberman, ’60, AB’64,
accepted on his behalf.
The Athletic Hall of Fame honors
“those men and women who have
distinguished themselves (and the
University) in the field of intercollegiate
athletics, or who have contributed to the
development of intercollegiate athletics at
the University of Chicago.”
Other U-Highers who went on to
study and compete in athletics at the
University, and who have been inducted
into the Hall of Fame, include: Mr. Gray
(basketball and baseball); Mr. Watkins
(basketball and track); Edward M. (“Ted”)

Girls Tennis
Senior Laura Anderson won
the ISL singles championship
and was named ISL Playerof-the-Year. She qualified
for the State Championship,
finishing third in the Sectional
tournament. The following
players were named to the ISL
All-Conference team: Francine
Almeda, Grace Anderson, Della
Brown, Leah Helpingstine,
Beverly Lau, Hannah Resnick,
and Jen Xue.
Girls Volleyball
The Maroons advanced to the
Elite Eight within IHSA 2A
competition, with regional
and sectional championship
wins. The sectional title win
over Parker was U-High’s first
sectional title ever. All-ISL
honors were won by sophomore
Eleri Miller first team, senior
Maya Hansen second team, and
junior Gabrielle Rosenbacher
honorable mention.

Haydon, ’29, PhB’33, AM’54 (track and
coaching); Dan Hildebrand, ’70, AB’75,
MAT’76 (track and cross-country); and
Helen Straus, ’80, AB’84, MD’90 (basketball
and track).
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by Catherine Braendel, ’81

Making a House a Home
Donna McFarlane’s classroom in
Blaine 310 is uniquely hers—a
round table in the middle of the
room serves as her “desk” and
a welcoming and busy command
center. From here, she might work
one-on-one with a second grade
student, coach children working at
tables to her left and her right, or
field questions from the students
on the rug in the reading area in
front of her.
This room has been her home
for 22 of her 28 years teaching
at the Laboratory Schools, and
she notes, “I’ve never lived in any
house for nearly that long.”
As she contemplates the
Nursery/Kindergarten and
Primary School move into the new
Earl Shapiro Hall on the Stony
Island Early Childhood Campus
(ECC), it is with both excitement
and trepidation. Psychologists will
tell you that along with birth and
death, moving is right up there as
one of life’s big stressors.
And so it goes with
classrooms, teachers, parents,
and even students. Moving means
exciting new beginnings tempered
with nostalgia and even a bit of
worry.
These conversations have
been unfolding in the classrooms
and as teachers take their
students to visit the construction
site. “For the older students the
move is one of anticipation.
It means that they will be older,
which to a child means an awful
lot of good things,” says Nursery
teacher Meredith Dodd, who
teachers both three- and fouryear-olds. “For the adults, there is
also anticipation. We wonder how
the space of the classroom will
feel once inhabited. How will it
affect our teaching being in such
a large school? How will the size
of the classrooms feel compared
to our current size? We anticipate
bumps in the move, but overall
we are looking forward to being
together in one space as an N/K
School faculty and Primary School
faculty.”
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“They’re not just planning for now, but for 25 years from
now. Everyone is excited about all that is new, but still,
change is hard,” says Ms. Young. “I am totally confident
that the teachers are going to use this amazing new space
in wondrous ways.”
space in wondrous ways.”
And as they say goodbye to old
spaces, Ms. Dodd notes that
teachers “are taking in every day
of our last year at Woodlawn (and
Blaine) with deep breaths and a
lot of exploration that will provide
many detailed memories of our
time in this space.”

< From the perspective
of the architects,
Valerio Dewalt Train
and FGM Architects,
the process has been
one of enormous
collaboration. Says
lead architect Joe
Valerio, “I think the
result of this shared
work is that Lab will
have an early childhood
education center as
innovative as any in the
United States.” Monies
from Connections 2013
will be combined with
those raised last year
to fund “Green Spaces
+ Places” at Lab,
including new areas at
the ECC.

What’s next?
The 2013 Timeline

July

Planning for the new building
has unfolded over years and has
included most everyone from
the Lab community—teachers,
administrators, parents, students,
and even educators and experts
from across the country. Now, with
the last of the glass exterior in
place, attention has turned to the
interior details.
This is when a house starts to
become a home.
Teachers have worked
together to choose the furniture
lines they want to use for their
divisions. (N/K preferred natural
wood tones; Primary, color.)
And now each is working with
designers to plan the layouts
and furnishings for specific
classrooms. N/K Principal Carla
Young says that as teachers think
about the move they are not only
thinking about their individual

+

LAB

Meredith Dodd, like many teachers,
has taken her class on construction
site field trips: “On our way to the
‘new school’ students talked about how
they would get there (walk, bus, car).
We discussed the different types of
construction workers needed to build
a ‘new school.’ Students mentioned
brick layers, cement haulers, diggers,
window placers. A child asked me if the
‘new school’ would look the same as
the picture. I turned the question back
on the child . . . how does the building
look now compared to the picture? The
student stated, ‘It looks much bigger.
And shinier.’”

classrooms, but how to build a
nursery-through-second-grade
identity. “They’re not just planning
for now, but for 25 years from
now. Everyone is excited about
all that is new, but still, change
is hard,” says Ms. Young. “I am
totally confident that the teachers
are going to use this amazing new

INVESTING IN

THE POWER OF LAB

ECC construction completed.
Moving vans arrive to take N–2
classrooms to ECC.

Summer

< Teachers are working with designers to lay out their specific classroom and select their
preferred furnishings. N/K classrooms will adjoin one another by way of a special shared space,
and teachers are discussing how they want to use that collaborative space—possibly for art
rooms, large block play, or group projects. Says Principal Carla Young, “Teachers came up with
this idea and it will be interesting to see how all the possibilities play out.” N/K teachers also
drove the decision to ensure that every first floor classroom has direct access to outdoor space.

Pending University approval:
East side of Blaine Hall vacated,
renovation begins: heating,
cooling, sprinkler systems;
wiring for electric, upgraded
AV, technology; new spaces for
learning and counseling, two new
art studios, a larger LS computer
Lab, and a significantly expanded
Blaine Library.

Winter
Blaine East completed,
classrooms open. Blaine West
vacated, similar infrastructure
work takes place but includes
three new and two renovated
science labs and five dedicated
world language/multiple use
classrooms—a first for the
Lower School.

The library, a soaring centerpiece and the heart of the new building with expansive views, is in
many ways an ode to the Schools’ University of Chicago connection—even as others are moving
books offsite, UChicago has committed to onsite libraries as a statement about the importance
of research and inquiry. And so it goes with Lab: the ECC library will have room for 20,000 books
and, for the first time, truly enough space to allow multiple classes and uses at any given time.
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Alumni Association
Launch Party

More than 160 alumni gathered in
Chicago this fall to launch Lab’s new
Alumni Association. Led by volunteer
leaders from across the country—
Chicago, New York City, Boston,
Washington, DC, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, New Haven, and Nashville—
the group is tasked with increasing
outreach to the Lab and U-High alumni
population.

New Parents
Reception
In September, more than 70 Lab
faculty, staff, administrators,
and parents served as a
welcoming committee to 126 new
parents at what has become an

Alumni who are interested in participating
in the Alumni Association should
contact Monica Barnes, 773-702-9988,
mbarnes@ucls.uchicago.edu.

annual event—the New Parent
Reception—this year held at the
University’s Gordon Center for
Integrative Science.

Andrew and Lena Jessen, Francis and Nicola Halsall Idehen, and
Kavitha and Naveen Neerukonda

Originally it was an Elizabethan fair for U-High featuring a
Shakespeare performance, a Maypole dance, and guests outfitted
in period costumes. Nearly four decades later, Lab’s longestrunning annual tradition, Rites of May, has evolved into a schoolwide, multicultural happening, celebrating the school’s global
reach through a weekend of cultural, culinary, and carnival
events organized by dozens of parent and student volunteers.
The activities reflect the incredible cultural diversity of the
Lab community, where families report speaking more than 50
languages at home.
Becky Levine, ’03

Jessica Yagan

Howard Barron, ’45, PhB’48 and
Marjorie Shapira Barron, ’46

Carol Soble Sigel, ’64

Tovah Hicks, ’93

Judy Magill, Thomas Rudbeck, and Monica Hughson

Christopher J. McGowan, Heather Moss, and
Joshua Moss

Neethi and Jayant Pinto

Mirja Haffner

Rana Choi, Timothy Fidler, and Gaea Gomez Fidler

Dewey/DePencier
Reception
A winter winetasting event held in
Ida Noyes Hall brought together
nearly 200 people—parents and
alumni—to thank and recognize
members of the Dewey and
DePencier Societies.
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For information about the
DePencier Society (recognizing
alumni who give $1,000+ annually
to Lab) or the Dewey Founders
Society (for alumni, parents,
friends who contribute $2,500+),
contact the Office of Alumni
Relations and Development at
773-702-0578.

Sandy Wang and Heiji Black

Bin 36 catered the event

Sidney Dillard and Representative
Kimberly du Buclet, ’83

Katy Sinclair and members of Bel Canto
LabLife Winter
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by Brooke E. O’Neill, AM’04

Above and Beyond
UChicago astrophysicist, Stephan
Meyer, ’70, explores the skies over
Antarctica

Nature has christened Antarctica the
coldest climate on Earth, a place where
temperatures plummet to –100F. Six

months of the year, the sun beats down on the
South Pole 24/7; then it disappears, plunging
the continent into complete darkness for the rest
of the year. The South Pole sits atop 9,000 feet
of ice, which extends nearly two miles straight
down.
There is no native human population,
only scientists—such as astrophysicist Stephan
Meyer, ’70—who brave the desolate land in
polar jackets and ski masks. Unlike Norwegian
adventurer Roald Amundsen, who made the
inaugural South Pole expedition in 1911, this
University of Chicago researcher and his team
come to explore not the ice-caked terrain, but
rather the cosmos overhead.
This land of extremes is the ideal place
to investigate some of the universe’s thorniest
questions. How did the galaxies form? How fast
is the universe expanding? What exactly is dark
energy, the unidentified substance that makes up
roughly 76 percent of the universe? (“We only
call it dark energy because we don’t know what
else to call it,” Professor Meyer says.)
Their laboratory is the South Pole
Telescope, which measures 10 meters in diameter
and can map large swatches of space with greater
precision than any predecessor. Antarctica’s cool,

Researchers and support staff live in the
Donning full Antarctic attire, Professor Meyer snaps a self-portrait at the pole.
20
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began flaking off, and it made grating noises
when the machine rotated.
“Oh my God, the whole thing is over,”
Professor Meyer recalls thinking when they
realized it would have to be replaced. How do
you disassemble a 100-ton telescope that had
been assembled and bolted together with surgerylike precision? “We don’t even have a way of
taking it apart.”
They hired a Dutch company whose main
work is lifting oil rigs. “It was a small job for
them,” Mr. Meyer says. The telescope has 50some pipes, tubes, and lines running through its
middle and the bearing, so the Dutch team and
the researchers disconnected everything, elevated
the telescope, and slid in a new bearing below.
The process took about a month.
“We spent a lot of time unhooking and
hooking things up,” Professor Meyer says. “It’s
not very romantic, but when it all works, it’s
really something.”

dry climate keeps water vapor low and helps the
70-foot-tall machine detect cosmic background
radiation, the lingering afterglow of the Big Bang.
For cosmologists, who study how the
universe came into being, cosmic background
radiation is a clue. “It acts as an almost
unchanged fossil of the universe when it was only
100,000 years old,” explains Mr. Meyer, who has
appointments in Astronomy and Astrophysics,
Physics, the Enrico Fermi Institute, and the Kavli
Institute for Cosmological Physics. Thanks to
the radiation, researchers can pinpoint massive
galaxy clusters—and their past lives. The hope is
that these snapshots of how clusters have evolved
throughout cosmic time will shed light on how
dark energy operates.
“Dark energy seems to be expanding the
universe, fighting against the gravity we have
here,” Professor Meyer says. “But getting the
measure of how far it’s expanding and how fast
it’s moving is tough.” Because dark energy is
thought to thwart the growth of clusters, charting
their development allows researchers to hone
statistical models about how the universe works.
“When I started in this field 30 years
ago, cosmologists were thought to be slightly

nonscience, going off speculating about the
beginning of the universe,” recalls Mr. Meyer.
“Now it’s become a testable science.”
In August 2012, Mr. Meyer received a
share of his second Gruber Cosmology Prize (he
received his first share in 2006) for his work as a
member of the Wilkinson Microwave Anisotropy
Probe. The team built a NASA-launched satellite
to make observations of Cosmic Microwave
Background radiation. The prize citation
22
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Life in the South

For South Pole dwellers, daily life offers a type
of focus elusive elsewhere. “It really is ideal for

supports Professor Meyer’s thoughts about a
“testable” science: “This feat in turn has helped
transform cosmology itself into a precision
science.”

If You Build It

The South Pole Telescope makes their science
testable, but not easy. Getting to the laboratory
from Chicago takes about a week, including
two layovers in New Zealand and a transfer at
McMurdo Station, another Antarctic research

center. Since helping to build the towering
machine six years ago, Mr. Meyer has ventured
back several times, always between November
and February, when the sun is up and routine
maintenance and equipment upgrades happen.
“It’s working with the blood and guts of
the telescope,” explains Professor Meyer, who
collaborates with fellow cosmologist and Lab
parent John Carlstrom, the principal investigator
on the telescope experiments. The rest of the year,
he and other UChicago researchers camp out in
Hyde Park, analyzing the 30 gigabytes of data
that stream in daily from the South Pole. Two
lone scientists, typically graduate students, stay
in Antarctica during the dark months to monitor
day-to-day operations and troubleshoot. Mr.
Meyer calls them “the real heroes.”
Building the telescope in the first place
required its own heroics. Professor Meyer and
collaborators from nine institutions spent three
years developing the device, gathering steel and
materials from around the world. Before shipping
all the pieces to Antarctica, they did a trial run
in Kilgore, Texas, test-constructing the entire
telescope in 100-degree weather.
“Every crane lift, every operation, every day
was choreographed,” Mr. Meyer recalls. Because
all the pieces had to fit into an airplane, every
panel and bolt was meticulously packed. “You
only had these three months to put it together,”
he says, before it got too cold to complete the
construction.					

help to bring the items inside before they freeze.
“Lettuce is a big deal,” Mr. Meyer says.
To get to the telescope a kilometer away
from the living quarters, the scientists trek 20
minutes each way across the flat, snow-covered
desert. “That walk is where you really think,” Mr.
Meyer says. “That’s actually the best time of day.”

Origin Story

Raised by two scientists—his mother, Luise
Meyer-Schützmeister, was a nuclear physicist
at Argonne, and his father, Peter Meyer, an
astrophysicist at the University—Professor Meyer
honed his thinking skills first at the dinner table,
then at Lab.
“Lab was an important piece to me
becoming a scientist,” he says, remembering an
experiment in Mr. [Bryan] Swan’s physics class
that clinched the deal. The students had weighed
a handful of small rocks and then ground them
in a polishing machine for a week. They weighed
them a second time, estimating how much rock
had been worn away. “From that, we estimated
the age of the Grand Canyon,” Mr. Meyer recalls.
“And there it was. I’ll never forget it.”

For South Pole dwellers, daily life offers a
type of focus elusive elsewhere. “It really is
ideal for doing science because you don’t
have to think about anything else,” Mr. Meyer
says. “I don’t carry anything in my pocket.
There are no keys, no money.”

Their planning paid off. The telescope was
completed in two months and saw its first light
in February 2007. Since then researchers have
upgraded parts, including the instrument, the
camera-like device that detects radiation. Perhaps
the most challenging update was changing the
bearing that sits underneath the telescope. After
nearly three years of operation, slivers of metal

doing science because you don’t have to think
about anything else,” Mr. Meyer says. “I don’t
carry anything in my pocket. There are no keys,
no money.” There are phones, but Internet access
is capped at five hours a day.
Researchers live in cozy dorm rooms inside
the United States’ Amundsen-Scott South Pole
station, which also houses a gym and cafeteria.
“You eat, you work, you sleep,” Professor Meyer
says with a laugh. “It’s pretty efficient.”
Food gets flown in bulk shipments. “You
can bring in 500 pounds of frozen meat and sit it
out in the cold at minus 80 degrees,” Mr. Meyer
says. “It could stay there for 100 years and be just
fine.”
Fresh produce is trickier, especially because
planes must land a third of a mile from the
station. When “freshies,” planes loaded with
fruit and vegetables, come in, all the researchers

By graduation, he says, “I knew I could
do something hard, like try to write, or I could
do something easy, like physics.” Professor
Meyer majored in the latter at the University
of Wisconsin–Madison, earned a PhD from
Princeton, and taught at MIT before joining
Chicago’s faculty in 1993.
Since then he’s seen his two children,
Samantha, ’06, and Niels, ’10, go through Lab,
and also hired Labbies to work in his campus
laboratory. All are driven by the same intellectual
curiosity that first bit him. “The teachers I had,
and the school as a whole,” he says, “made it
possible that if you were interested in something,
there was no limit to what you could do.” The
same curiosity continues to push him further
into the mysterious universe.
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by Susie Allen

See What You Haven’t Seen
U-Highers examine life in Cuba
through a new lens

For a country so close to the United States,
Cuba can seem worlds away. This past

summer, 15 U-Highers had the opportunity
to witness daily life in Cuba on a nine-day
photography trip. The students began their
journey in Havana, then traveled west to the
lush, tobacco-growing region. Along the way
they captured thousands of sights few Americans
have seen.
Photography teacher Liese Ricketts, who
led the trip alongside Spanish teacher Craig
Reubelt, says travel is especially significant for
photographers in search of a new perspective.
“To just see what you haven’t seen, and feel
like a small fish in a big world, is an important
feeling,” she says. “Beginning to make yourself
look in new ways induces awe.”

Mr. Reubelt, Ms. Ricketts, and the students
were surprised to discover how open the country
was and how receptive the Cuban people were
to their American guests. “What impressed me
most,” Mr. Reubelt says, “was the amount of
freedom we had.”
In Havana, the students visited art galleries
and landmarks, but also roamed the streets with
their cameras and two Cuban photojournalists
as guides. For Elizabeth Gelman, ’12, the
unstructured time—“just the simple act of
walking around”—was the highlight of the trip.
“It was very easy to take pictures there—
the people were so willing,” agrees Katherine
Garvey, ’12. “It was refreshing to go to a
place where they were so open, friendly, and
welcoming.”

In the evenings the students reviewed their
work with Ms. Ricketts, who pushed them to
develop their point of view and photographic
style. “Each student had a different kind of
vision emerging,” she says. “They recognized that
their style was coming out.”
The trip helped students develop their
language skills as well. “Having firsthand
experience with any Spanish-speaking country
is the best way to learn about the language and
the culture,” says Mr. Reubelt. “Immersion is the
only way you’re ever going to get really fluent.”
“It was more than just the photography,”
agrees Ms. Ricketts. “The experience was
educational, in every sense of the word.”
> photo by Katherine Garvey, ’12
Katherine found a new angle among
Havana’s many balconies. “I was
always looking up and taking photos
from the ground up,” she says. Her
images capture life in Cuba from
“an ant’s perspective.” Exposure to
Cuba’s unfamiliar sights improved
Katherine’s photography in several
ways: “Being there got me to think
about color and composition, because
everything was so different,” she says.
Her portraiture also improved because
so many people let her photograph
them, something she finds challenging
in Chicago. “They were excited that we
were there.”
< photo by ELIZABETH GELMAN, ’12
For many Americans, classic American
cars are emblematic of life in Cuba.
“We find little bits of ourselves,
little bits of our culture, in this other
culture,” Ms. Ricketts says. For
Elizabeth, “The cars were amazing,
and I loved every single one. It was
like [being] stuck in the ’60s.” She
was drawn to the color and fresh
paint of this sleek red Chevy Bel Air
on the streets of Havana, contrasted
with the crumbling wall behind it. “It
was just very representative of what
I had seen,” she says. Throughout
the trip Elizabeth focused on image
composition. Says Ms. Ricketts:
“She’s very clearly leading us where
she wants us to go.”
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> photo by LESLIE KAMEL, ’12
While exploring Callejón de Hamel,
an artists’ neighborhood, Leslie
Kamel, ’12, noticed a crowd gathering.
She went to see what the commotion
was about and saw two women in
colorful dresses dancing rapidly, with
arms and legs flying. The joyful motion
caught her attention. “I had never seen
dancing like that before,” she says. “I
wanted to capture that moment.” For
Ms. Ricketts, the image represents
“so much of what we think Cuba is,
what it was, and what we love about
the nature of its culture—the color, the
indomitable spirit of the people.”

<

photo by JASON DENG
“It’s one of those moments that only
photography can take,” Ms. Ricketts
says of this photo of a man in a Havana
meat market. “It’s one of those decisive
moments, when the wind a second
before or a second after changes
everything…and yet the photograph
has made it permanent.” For senior
Jason Deng, the man’s face obscured by
smoke suggests the ways an addiction
can “take you over,” he says. “It clouds
your judgment.” When he began
photography, he would get nervous
taking portraits. But he enjoyed working
with his Cuban subjects and relished
the opportunity to talk to people he had
never met before. “The people were
really friendly,” he says. “They were
quick to warm up.”

<

photo by EMMA POLSON
Senior Emma Polson was drawn to
Havana’s eclectic architecture, which
mirrors the country’s tumultuous
history. In addition to newer buildings,
elegant Baroque structures from the
colonial period still stand, along with
historic terra-cotta roofed apartments
with wrought-iron balconies strung
with clotheslines. “All the buildings
were so colorful,” Emma says. “They
were a little bit decrepit, but still
really cheerful.” The clothesline
featured in this image, taken in the
Vedado neighborhood, says Ms.
Ricketts, “adds that element of color
and life.”
26
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by Benjamin Recchie, AB’03

May the Best
Cardboard Cutout Win

laughs. “I try to do that on purpose.”
The election for Lower School president
is real, but the positions—and the candidates,
cardboard cutouts named Toaster Brown and
Raisin Jam—are not. Instead they are proxies for
the students’ own dreams for the Lower School,
as well as a lesson in American democracy.

Birth of a Notion

In 2004, Ms. Power and Lisa Sukenic first held
a mock election in their classrooms—mirroring
the national one—to teach their students about
the electoral process. In 2008, the project grew
to six classrooms. This year, all 15 Lower School
classrooms participated, and the election took
on added meaning. With Blaine Hall and the
Lower School classrooms set to be renovated
next year, the faculty wanted to involve
students in the planning process, adding some
enhancements to the candidates’ platforms.
And since first and second grades have become
the Primary School, the Lower School teachers
and Principal Sylvie Anglin thought it would
be interesting to explore the idea of a student
council with the Lower School grades—third
through fifth. The students’ votes would
count as a referendum on how to apportion
representation. One idea, the 3-2-1 system,
would give more representation to the older
(and theoretically more responsible) students,
with three representatives from fifth grade, two
from fourth, and one from third. The other
idea, called 2-2-2, would allot each grade two
representatives.
The election isn’t supposed to be binding,
explains Ms. Anglin, but the results help guide
the administration. “We’re supporting not just
what we think is important to them, but what
[the students] say is important to them,” she
says. “Giving kids a voice, having them think
critically, and having them do all that in the
context of an experience rather than just reading
about it,” she says, is inspired by Dewey’s ideals.
It’s lunchtime on October 3. The presidential
election is little more than a month away. On a
fourth-floor classroom of Blaine Hall, writing
out answers to questions students asked of the
two candidates, sits fourth-grade teacher Nicole
Power. Working behind the scenes, she and
other teachers serve as campaign strategists—
political movers and shakers, without whom
28
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neither candidate would be where they are now.
Fellow teacher Jessica Palumbo pokes
her head in. “Are you noticing a huge surge of
Raisin support?” she asks.
Ms. Power shakes her head. “I’m actually
getting more leaning toward Toaster. I think
once they see some of the answers to these
questions, they may think less of Raisin.” She

The Contenders

The teachers used fictional candidates because
children at this age typically don’t have their
own political opinions, instead parroting their
parents’. (The teachers were also sensitive to
the fact that one real-world candidate in the
past two elections was a Lab parent.) Instead,

they created Toaster and Raisin, giving them
backgrounds as Lab students, complete with
families and hobbies. The candidates were
gender-neutral, and the teachers were careful
never to refer to them as “he” or “she,” lest the
students base their votes on gender alone.
The students and teachers used class
discussions to help identify issues of concern—
water fountains, bathrooms, the buddy program,
playground renovation. Then the teachers drew
up candidate platforms, assigning the 3-2-1
proposal to Toaster Brown and the 2-2-2 to
Raisin Jam.
The students were assigned to work for
a candidate, making slogans, posters, and
advertisements. “We talk about propaganda, we
make commercials, and then they look at what’s
behind those things” to learn how to view real
political advertising critically, Ms. Power says. “It
makes it more real for them. They become very
critical thinkers about the issues.”
The fourth grade held a town hall meeting,
where student surrogates gave speeches for
their candidates. Ms. Power also issued Election
Selection, a newspaper covering the campaign
that printed answers to student questions for
the candidates—such as their positions on
wearing hats inside or on having classroom pets.
It also reported a “scandal” for each candidate;
bathroom-cleanliness supporter Toaster was
photographed apparently contributing to a
messy bathroom, and law-and-order Raisin was
seen climbing a tree, which is against Lab rules.
The students had to defend their candidate in
the town halls and ads.
The teachers integrated election topics
into their lessons. Dee Beaton’s fourth graders
read a series of fiction and nonfiction books
about campaigns. Fifth-grade science teacher
Jeff Maharry collected classroom polls to
demonstrate graphing. The U-High sophomore
class president came to talk to Linda Weide’s
third graders about the student council.
Many features of real politics replicated
themselves in the Lower School election. There
was voter ID: All the students had to register
to vote, but they also had to decide what
kind of ID was acceptable at the polls. (They
settled on presenting their math journals, since

every student has one unique to
their grade level.) There was the
tendency of candidates to promise
more than they could deliver,
such as the popular idea to create
lounges for third and fourth
graders in Blaine. The students
interviewed principals as well as
administrators Dave Stafford and
Christopher Jones, who informed
them that such a thing was
impossible at this stage. Then there
was the rise of single-issue voters,
in the form of students basing their
vote solely on Raisin Jam’s support
for their right to have snowball
fights in the yard. Ms. Anglin had to break it to
them that Lab’s ban on snowball fights was not
on the table.

delivered by the teachers. “Raisin Jam will not
lead you literally, but through Raisin Jam, you
have made your voices heard,” conceded Toaster.
“Through this process, I hope that you have
learned that your ideas matter and that students
do have a voice in their school.”
Raisin’s speech began with a call for unity.
“Though you may not have voted for me, I hear
your voice!” said Raisin, before getting to issues
of the day. “The principal and those who are
creating our new spaces want to hear from us.
Continue to give your ideas to your teachers.
Help design the playground. Speak up about
the environment. You are the change, and I
am happy to represent your ideas today,
tomorrow, and for as long as I am your
president. Thank you!”

Election Selection reported a “scandal”
for each candidate; bathroom-cleanliness
supporter Toaster was photographed
apparently contributing to a messy bathroom,
and law-and-order Raisin was seen climbing
a tree, which is against Lab rules
The October Surprise

Although the election was driven by
student desires, the process, from
platforms to campaigns to balloting,
was guided by the teachers. So no
one expected three fifth graders,
dissatisfied with their options, to
“draft” a spoiler candidate named
Meatball Marinara. With help from
teacher Kristin Frank, Meatball’s
entry into the race came complete
with a cardboard cutout and
platform. Meatball’s entry a week
before the election threatened to
shake up the race, but the candidate
only qualified as a write-in vote on
the fifth-grade classes’ paper ballots
and was absent from the electronic
ballots used by the third- and fourthgraders.
Finally came Election Day,
November 7. The result: Raisin
by a landslide, with 205 votes to
Toaster Brown’s 100 votes. Meatball
Marinara, struggling with the
perennial third-party problem of
ballot access, received 28.
The students rallied in the
courtyard to hear the candidates’
concession and victory speeches,

Back: Linda Weide, Deborah Davis, Robynn Nichols
Front: Jessica Palumbo, Lisa Sukenic
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from the Midway

In Remembrance
Faculty
Retired teacher Sophie Ravin died
on December 16. She spent much of
her career at Lab and many U-High
students found her inspirational. Says
Alice Lyon, ’79, “She was one of the
most influential teachers one could
ever have.”
Born in 1935 in Budapest, she
married Arnold Ravin in 1956. At
the University, Mr. Ravin (who died
in 1981) served in a variety of roles
including associate dean of both the
college and the medical school and
professor of biology. Ms. Ravin came
to Lab in the 1960s to teach fifth grade
and in the early 1970s served as interim
Middle School principal. Later in her
Lab career, Ms. Ravin moved into the
High School, teaching English with a
special focus on creative writing and
Jane Austen electives. According to
former teacher Cathy Feldman, she was
a member of the Jane Austen Society
of North America for several years. She
retired from teaching in 1990, pursued
a PhD in English at the University
of Wisconsin, and later worked at
St. Joseph’s Hospital. Ms. Feldman
describes her as a formidable teacher
and says, “She was the best reader I ever
knew; she could draw inferences and
connections in a text that opened whole
new ways of looking at a story.”
She is survived by her daughters,

Andrea Ravin, ’76, and Sonia
Ravin, ’74, two grandchildren, and

her sister, Alexander (Andrea) Brody.
Amy Shlaes,’78, is collecting memories
of Ms. Ravin and asks that alumni send
thoughts (up to 500 words) to her at
amityshlaes@gmail.com.

1930s
Betty Silberman Frank, ’35, died
on July 1. She is survived by her three
sons—Hubert, Lee, and Charles—
seven grandchildren, 14 greatgrandchildren, and her sister, Louise
Silberman Hart, ’37.
Caroline Grabo Moyer, ’37, AB’41,
died on August 18 in Fairfax, VA. At
U-High, she was president of the Girls’
Club, and an aide at the University,
from which she graduated in 1941. A
history major, she became a librarian,
received a masters degree in Library
Science from the University of Missouri
38
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in 1975, was head of reference for the
St. Louis County Library for several
years, and later worked for libraries in
Fairfax, VA. She is survived by her sister,
Cynthia M. Grabo, ’32; two daughters,
and two sons, and four grandchildren.
John E. Gayton, ’38, died on

November 4 in Phoenix, AZ. He
attended Notre Dame University
before moving to Boston to attend
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
where he was awarded a Bachelor’s in
civil engineering. He later attended
Harvard University, completing an
MBA. He served in the Navy during
World War II, stationed in the South
Pacific and left with the rank of Lt.
Commander. Throughout his long
career in marketing and executive
administration, he was known as a
brilliant and creative individual. For
the past three years, he and his wife,
Dorothy, lived in Phoenix, Arizona.
John is survived by his wife, two
daughters, Jan and Ann, and his son
Loran; two grandchildren and two
step-grandchildren; and his sister,
Jean Gayton Carroll, ’35.

1940s
Barbara W. Gilfillan Crowley, ’40,
AB’44, died on August 13 in Pasadena,

CA. She received her AB from the
University of Chicago in 1944 and
graduated from Loyola Law School
Los Angeles as one of the few women
in her class. She practiced estate, trust,
and probate law for 25 years at Barton,
Klugman & Oetting. She was active in
organizations including the Pasadena
PTA, the League of Women Voters,
and the UChicago Alumni Association,
from which she received a 1994 Alumni
Service Award. She also spent years
researching the Shakespeare authorship
question. She is survived by two
daughters, three sons, 11 grandchildren,
and two great-grandchildren.

1950s
Janine Lowell Ludwig, ’50, AB’53,

died on April 22 in Los Angeles. She
was born in Chicago in 1934. After
graduating UChicago, she continued
her education in the MFA program
at Yale University, where she met her
husband, Allan I. Ludwig. They traveled
extensively settling in Montclair, NJ,
where she lived from 1969–2002.
She was an accomplished artist and a
writer. She left a significant body of

screens in the cavernous McCormick When it shifted back, a few voices excitement came with Obama’s additional
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diverse crowd, consisting of a few upbeat music and video montages of the early results had him behind. Supporters,
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projectors broadcasted CNN, occasion. People waved the American waiting for.
(continues on page 3)
involved in manyofclubs
and activities

self-published work, in addition to an
unfinished memoir entitled First Love
and Fried Chicken: A Memoir with
Recipes and Photographs. For many years
she worked in public relations. In New
York she worked for Herbert Margrill
& Associates; in NJ, for Automated
Communications and the Salvation
Army. She is survived by four children
and two grandchildren.
Richard Reno Neff, ’53, died on

March 17 in Overland Park, KS. He
was a folk musician, businessman,
Unitarian-Universalist minister, and
reference librarian. In recent years, he
was the author and publisher of “Rick’s
Journal,” an e-newsletter for family and
friends on politics, philosophy, art, and
economics. He entered the University
of Chicago as a freshman at the age of
16, but left when he was 18 to travel,
work odd jobs, and write and perform
folk music. During this time, he wrote,
among other songs, a version of “John
Riley,” a traditional song that was
recorded by The Byrds on their “Fifth
Dimension” album. During his 20s,
he worked at the Monroe Company in
Chicago. In the 1960s, he was active
in the civil rights movement, joining
in the Selma-Montgomery march with
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He became
a Unitarian-Universalist minister at
the Thomas Starr King Seminary in
Berkeley, CA, and he held several
ministerships across the country. At the
age of 56, he decided to begin a new
career: he attended library school at
Rutgers University, where he earned his
MLS in 1997. He subsequently worked
in and managed libraries in New Jersey.
After he retired, he lived in South
Carolina for several years before settling
in Overland Park. He is survived by
his two sons, Joshua and Jeremy, three
grandchildren, and a brother.

1960s
Jean Ellen Hickey Chickering, ’61,
died on July 12 in Baraboo, WI. She
attended Beloit College and received
an Masters in Education later in life
from Viterbo College. She taught from
the age of 20 until her retirement. Her
first teaching job was at Portage High
School, where she taught English and
served as yearbook advisor. In between
her two stints as a classroom teacher,
she served as a children’s and general
librarian and genealogy researcher
at Baraboo Public Library and an
assistant at the Baraboo High School

Election action,
election reflection

throughout her life. As a young mother,
she spearheaded the publicity campaign
to expand the Baraboo library while
retaining the structure’s historic integrity.
She is survived by her husband, Dave;
her children, Pam and Linda; and three
grandchildren.
Jim Reinitz, ’68, of Los Angles,

died of liver cancer on November 6.
He received his doctorate from the
California School of Professional
Psychology in Los Angeles, where he
met his wife of 34 years, Susan C. Rose.
He was a clinical psychologist in private
practice in Los Angeles for over 30 years.
When not in his office “pushing back
the bounds of mental illness,” he loved
being outdoors with friends and family,
fishing, camping, and hiking—always
looking for animals and adventure. He
also enjoyed listening to all types of
music, from bluegrass to rock and roll
Throwing punches and kicks to the
to classical.

Flashy action

beat of “Remember the Name” by
Fort Minor, Karate teachers Jay Nacu
and Gerrardo Fernandez led a flash
mob, including his children, students
David Brian Cockrell, ’72, died on
from his studio (Enso Yoga and Martial
September 1 in Indianapolis,
IN. He
Arts), and U-Highers,
Friday, October
was an All City basketball
starlunch
at Labin the cafeteria.
19 during
and graduated from
Duke University
Subbing
for the six-week karate
with a degree in journalism.
Heplace
had of Gym Teacher
elective in
worked for J. Walter
Thompson
Meghan
Janda, Mr. Nacu is also co-

1970s

Advertising in Chicago. He most
recently worked as a chaplain for
Wheeler Mission as well as with
Partners in Housing and for Fall Creek
Marissa
Page
Counseling. He By
is survived
by his
wife,
Associate
editor
Mary Cockrell; three
daughters,
Nikki,
year’sand
end-of-Fall
uarter music
Kelli, and Camille;This
two sisters;
four
grandchildren. concert will be divided into two programs:

Just call them
works in progress

Volleyballers
deliver big-time

U-HIGH MIDWAY
On election night,
long to
wait
as
Drivesastrive
brighten
holidays
for community
history unfolds
at McCormick
Place
By Duncan Weinstein
Editer-in-Chief
“Barack Obama re-elected President.”
As these words flashed on the oversized
screens in the cavernous McCormick
Place Lakeside Center, the racially
diverse crowd, consisting of a few
thousand Obama supporters, roared. For
at least 30 seconds, shouts of excitement
and relief overwhelmed Wolf Blitzer’s
voice coming through the speakers.
Three hours earlier, supporters, including
many U-Highers, passed metal detectors,
flashing tickets some of them earned
Photo by
Zhou
canvassing or calling
forCatherine
the campaign.
As event-goers made their way through
the winding, quickly-moving, line, those
with smart phones were glued to their
director and head karate instructor at
screens. Sporadic cheers followed good
the Enso Yoga and Martial Arts Studio,
news as the first results came in. Some
in the South Loup.
supporters struggled to get reception,
“We did it to show what students had
and relied on those with successful
learned throughout the six week gym
connections to keep them updated.
course,” Mr. Nacu said. “We brought in
In the walkway above Lake Shore Drive,
students from my own studio to show
banners hung displaying the campaign’s
everyone that karate is for all ages.”
slogan, “Forward.” In the main hall,
Mr. Nacu has also performed a flash
which extends a few hundred yards left
mob at Union Station with more than
of the stage, projectors broadcasted CNN,
100 Enso students and instructors.
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flags that had been passed out. Now,
where homemade holiday cards will be
all that was left was the victorious
created and decorated. The cards will
President’s speech.
be given to patients at the University
As the night dragged on, the only
of Chicago’s Comer Children’s Hospital.
excitement came with Obama’s additional
“We are making the cards because it
victories in Colorado and Virginia, where
seems like a fun, inclusive activity for
early results had him behind. Supporters,
us to do as a club, and it’s an easy way
most of whom spent the entire evening
to improve the holiday season for some
on their feet, looked sleepy, and yawns
less fortunate kids,” said President Emmade it around the room. Some people
ily Altkorn, senior.
just sat against the wall.
In celebration of Eid, a holiday celA woman in her 30s took a cast off her
ebrating holy pilgrimage, the Musright wrist and passed it around for
lim Students’ Association sponsored
signatures. Others begged those with
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chargers for a few minutes to charge
drive. With the Parents’ Association’s
their phones. In the middle of the crowd,
assistance, school bulletin announcea woman fainted from claustrophobia.
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One Midway editor climbed on top of an
teachers, more than 300 cans were colelectrical box for a better view.
lected for the Greater Chicago Food DeAround midnight, Romney gave his brief
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efit people in need,” said club member
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(continues on page 9)

Flashy action

By Marissa Page
Associate editor
Discussing the role of diversit
in invention and energy, nine La
Schools teachers and administrato
will attend the 25th annual Peop
of Color Conference, and six studen
will attend the accompanying 19t
annual Student Diversity Leadersh
Conference Thursday-Saturda
December 6-8 at the Hilton America
Houston.
Sponsored by the National Associatio
of Independent Schools, the conference
will offer more than 65 workshops, fiv
community service opportunities an
several key speakers.
The six U-High delegates wer
selected by administrators, counselo
and faculty members.
Among the delegates,
Junior Kaleb Mazurek
said his mother, Lower
School art teacher Illia
Mazurek, encouraged
her son to apply.
“My mom reKaleb
commended to me that
I apply since she had such a fabulou
time two years ago,” Kaleb said. “Sh
said it really changed her view o
things in terms of ethnicities an
diversity, and I’d love to be able t
experience that myself. I’m lookin
forward to meeting people from a
over the country and walking awa
with a different mindset about the ro
of diversity in my community and th
world at large.”
Sophomore Maryam Alausa, wh
attended the 2011 conference, said th

(continues on page 3)

Drives strive to brighten
holidays for community

Autumn artists take to great outdoors

a choir concert Tuesday, December 6, and
a band
and orchestra
concert Thursday,
Faith Gwendolyn
Harrison,
’76,
December
8, at 7:30
died on September
18 in Duluth,
MN.p.m. at Mandel Hall.
Free and open to the public, the concerts,
She is survived by her husband, Greg,
which feature ensembles from the High
daughter, Idril, and
son, Victor.
School and Middle School, are designed
to display the progression of skill Lab
School students develop within the
music program according Band director
Francisco Dean said.

People of Color,
Diversity delegates
heading to Houston

Evoking styles of Impressionists like Monet,
eight students from Art Teacher Brian
Wildeman’s Advanced Painting and Drawing
Class painted the nuances of natural lighting on
By Natalie Holley
dents at its December 7 lunch meetin
an all-day field trip to the Japanese Gardens by
Associate editor
where homemade holiday cards will b
the Wooded Isle in Jackson Park.
Beginning after Thanksgiving break created and decorated. The cards w
“The students get to try oil painting, which is
and continuing until the end of the be given to patients at the Universi
not something we can do in school because of
quarter, Spectrum will sponsor its first of Chicago’s Comer Children’s Hospita
the mess and fumes,” said Mr. Wildeman. “I like
“We are making the cards because
charity drive, collecting canned goods
that site because it is beautiful, especially with
and clothing in boxes around the school. seems like a fun, inclusive activity f
the leaves turning colors.”
Spectrum has been sponsoring events us to do as a club, and it’s an easy wa
Junior Maria Gilfoyle (in photo) picked a spot
throughout the school, including the to improve the holiday season for som
looking out across the water. “I decided to
annual Day of Silence and the NOH8 less fortunate kids,” said President Em
paint this part of the garden because whenever
photo shoot. President Ellyn Butler, ily Altkorn, senior.
I think of the Japanese garden I think of that
In celebration of Eid, a holiday ce
senior, hopes the new charity initiative
bridge, I also loved all the colors in the trees, so
will demonstrate the club’s dedication ebrating holy pilgrimage, the Mu
Photo by Emma Polson
it was a nice way to put them together.”
to supporting the Lesbian, Gay, Bisex- lim Students’ Association sponsore
Photo by Catherine Zhou ual, Transgendered, Questioning, and a schoolwide weeklong, canned good
drive.
With the Parents’39Association
Allied (LGBTQA) students at U-High
LabLife Winter
2012/13
assistance, school bulletin announc
and in the local area.
“For the past two years Spectrum has ments, and extra credit offered b
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Save the date
Boston Regional Reception
April 4, 2013
Los Angeles Regional
Reception
April 25, 2013
Alumni Reunion Weekend
June 6–9, 2013
Find us on Facebook

Because a great education
cannot be contained by four walls
Saturday, March 9
Navy Pier
Grand Ballroom

Lab’s annual gala fundraiser
brings together the Lab
community for an evening of
dinner, dancing, and student
performances including the
U-High Jazz Band.
Once again, Connections
celebrates “Green Spaces
+ Places.” Funds raised
this year and last together
will make possible two
innovative outdoor spaces.

Join us on Linkedin
Follow us on Twitter
@ucls

The west playground at the
Early Childhood Campus will
be named for Connections,
and on the main campus,
the “Pebbles” play area will
be redesigned as a cuttingedge outdoor classroom
available to all divisions.
In keeping with Connections
tradition, a quarter of
all proceeds will fund
student aid.

RSVP by February 15,
get more information, or
volunteer to help with this
special event.
Call 773-702-0578 or email
connections@ucls.uchicago.
edu.

