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FROM DIRECTOR ROBIN APPLEBY

As I write this first introduction to
LabLife, I am filled with excitement
and gratitude for the opportunity
to serve as the next director of this
truly remarkable school. The chance

to contribute to the development
of this historic institution, and to
work with this community to set a
path for its future, is an educator’s
dream. I have been fortunate to have
spent my entire career working in
creative, forward-thinking, inventive
schools—but Lab’s roots, so firmly
planted in John Dewey’s progressive
“experiment,”
this school apart.
in thissetissue
The outstanding quality of the faculty,
the engagement of our students and
parents, and the opportunities offered
by Lab’s relationship to the University
of Chicago and the City of Chicago
make Lab a uniquely rich learning
environment—for our students, and
for us all.
LabLife, published three
times a year, is written for
the University of Chicago
Laboratory Schools’
community of alumni,
parents, faculty, and staff.
Director
Robin Appleby

in the halls

an educator’s dream
Like any new member of a
well-established community, I have
much to learn, and I look forward
to engaging with students, parents,
faculty, staff, and alumni over these
next few months. While I have had
the luxury of a year’s transition time
(during which Dave Magill has been
a generous source of information,
advice, and support), my family and I
are thrilled to finally be on the ground
in Chicago after our transition from
Dubai.
During four visits to Lab over this
past year, I have had the opportunity
to meet many members of the Lab
and UChicago communities, and
to become familiar with the many
recent initiatives so successfully led
by my predecessor. This summer,
Lab’s senior leadership and I began to
shape plans for the future, capitalizing
on the successes of Director Magill’s
leadership.
There really could not be a better
time to join Lab. The unprecedented
success of the Lab+ Campaign allows
Lab faculty and leadership the freedom
to dream big, to imagine new ways of
teaching and learning. Earl Shapiro
Hall, the updating of the Historic
Campus, and starting in 2015, the
Gordon Parks Arts Hall, provide the
space—both literally and figuratively—
for Lab to further the great experiment
upon which it is founded. In so doing,
we can expand our contribution to the
community around us, in Hyde Park,
in Chicago, throughout the United
States, and around the world. With its

in this issue

on-going global conversation about
21st-century education and skills.

Connecting our past to our future,
“Lab Leads.”
Even as we think globally,
we will continue to look close to
home: ensuring that Lab remains
a democratic, welcoming, kind
community. We will work to ensure

that Lab is able to include students
from a wide range of backgrounds,
and that our extra-curricular offerings
are equally available to all. There

is more we can do to enhance our
relationships with the communities
that support us, from the University to
our neighborhood to our city. During
my transition visits, I was struck by the
on-going potential Lab has to make a
difference—and in so doing, to further
the opportunities for our students to
develop their own leadership skills.
This is an opportunity we cannot
afford to miss.
And so we begin together. As we
do, I want to say thank you for the
kind words and generous welcome
offered to my family and me. We
have truly appreciated how you have
reached out to us during this past year.
My husband, John, our daughter,
Eden (going into third grade), and I
are thrilled to open this next chapter
of our lives, and we look forward to
contributing to the Lab, University,
and Hyde Park communities.
With excitement for the future,
and respect for the past,
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The Friday before this spring’s LabArts
exhibition opened publicly, students from
the Historic Campus visited Earl Shapiro
Hall to see their work—photographs,
paintings, sculptures, and drawings—on
display. “The students were very proud,”
says Gina Alicea, chair of the Fine Arts
Department. “‘Where’s my work?’ they
immediately ask.”
The weekend-long LabArts, in its
third year, features artwork and live
performances from Nursery through
High School students—and even a few
teachers and parents. Students like to
see what the other grades are up to, Ms.
Alicea says: the younger students check
out artistic mediums to try in the future,
while the older ones look back at past
assignments.
“What we’re doing here is unique,”
says Ms. Alicea. “Lab students are
receiving 12 years of arts education.”
LabArts also showcased Earl
Shapiro Hall (previously the event was
held in Kovler Gymnasium). “It brought
ESH to life,” says Jennifer Rhind,

Lab parent and one of the weekend’s
organizers. “People were marveling at
what a stunning building it is.”
New this year was a coffeehouse
event—an open mic night where teachers
and parents shared their talents, sans
kids. They sang and played pieces on the
cello, violin, and flute; one parent recited
an impromptu Richard III monologue.
“It was just wonderful to feel that
camaraderie among adults,” says Ms.
Alicea. “We spend so much time focused
on the children, but how often do you get
to see your colleagues sing or play the
piano?”

“What we’re doing here is
unique,” says Ms. Alicea. “Lab
students are receiving 12 years
of arts education.”

LABLIFE Fall
Fall2014
2014
LABLIFE

33

in the halls
U-High Awards
2014
School Awards for
Service, Citizenship,
Academic Achievement,
2013–2014
Senior Service Award
for outstanding
contributions to school
life over their entire high
school career
Lillian Eckstein,
Katherine Harris
U-High Service Award
for contributions to
school life during the
current school year
Seniors: Julian Ehsan,
Phillip Healy, Maud
Jansen, Boluwatife
Johnson, Kahan Modi,
Portia Williams
Juniors: Katie Adlaka,
Maya Ben-Shahar,
Benjamin Friedman,
Jacquelyn Ingrassia
Sophomores:
Samantha Aronson,
Willis Weinstein
Freshmen:
Marissa Martinez,
Clyde Schwab
Citizenship Award
for exemplary concern
for the welfare of the
school community
and concern for other
individuals
Seniors: Max Archer,
Samuel Curry, Sabrina
Holland, Natalie Kampf,
Ruby Koontz,
Marissa Page
Juniors: Lydia Fama,
Michael Glick,
Jacquelyn Ingrassia,
John Williams
Sophomores: Kimya
Buckner, Grace Cain
Freshmen: Katherine
Zhang, Myra Ziad
Principal’s Citations 		
ArtsFest: Lindsey
Aronson, Katherine
Harris, Olivia Rhodes
Girl Rising Assembly:
Lillian Eckstein
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Assembly:
Mutiat Alagbala, Carah
Alexander, Kimya
Buckner, Karla Douglas,
Autumn Espinoza,
Portia Williams
Eid Dinner: Maryam
Alausa, Jameel Alausa,
Hebah Masood, Aya
Nimer, Myra Ziad
Peer Leaders: Katie
Adlaka, Maryam Alausa,
Carah Alexander,
Francine Almeda,
Madeline Anderson,
Lindsey Aronson,
Karen Dai, Clara de
Pablo, Lillian Eckstein,
Julian Ehsan, Charlotte
Elfenbaum, Elizabeth
Garrett-Currie, Katherine
Harris, Sabrina Holland,
Jacquelyn Ingrassia,
Anna Knes, Madeline
Sachs, Miranda
Scarlata, Daisee Toledo,
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Max Volchenbaum
Challenge Success
Student Leaders:
Maud Jansen,
Rahul Mehta
President’s Award
for Educational
Improvement
Edward Litwin,
Madeline Rafkin, Stacy
Stern, Emily Xiao
			
Brent Cawelti Award
in honor of the late
U-Higher, recognizing
seniors who have
made considerable
progress during their
high school years, been
academically strong,
and participated in
co-curricular activities
or sports:
Caleb Dowdy, Elle Hill
Faith Dremmer Award
in honor of the late
U-Higher to a student
who manifests her many
personal and academic
qualities:
Louis Harboe
		
David Scheunemann
Award		
in honor of the late
alumnus to a junior
with outstanding
accomplishments
in music, literature,
and science, and with
diverse interests:
Valentina Gardner
Alan Stern Award
in honor of the late
alumnus to seniors in
the creative arts
Julian Ehsan,
Emily Hsee
The Phoenix Award
New in 2014. The only
award determined
exclusively by students.
Awarded to students
who are generous in
their encouragement of
others and supportive
of all, non-judgmental,
approachable, and
always find the
bright side or silver
lining. They represent
University High School
with their dedication
to improving the
community.
Senior: Vivek Sarma
Junior:
Maya Ben-Shahar
Sophomore:
Angela White
Freshman:
Alexandra Lundsgaarde
		
Academic and
Leadership Honors,
Awards, Scholarships
National Merit Scholar
Eliot Levmore,
Emily Xiao
National Merit Dow
Chemical Company
Scholarship
Alice Yu

LABLIFE Fall 2014

Professional
Development,
Coast to Coast

the circle-shaped perennial garden. “One
day they noticed all this trash and took
it upon themselves to clean it up,” Ms.
Collin says. “We filled an entire parkdistrict garbage can.”
Seventh-grade humanities teacher
Joseph Drogos also attended a conference
this summer, on the Neuroscience of
Reading at MIT. The program focused on
the brain activity involved in reading—
how brain structure is connected to
reading acquisition and reading disorders
such as dyslexia. Mr. Drogos and other
participants saw live MRIs of readers’
brains and discussed reading disability
diagnoses, public policy, and teaching
methods.

At Lab, “professional development
is valued more than anywhere I’ve
been,” says Ms. Collin.
Can you imagine an outdoor kindergarten
where the children cook over fire and
have their entire curriculum addressed
through nature? This summer, at the Child
Learning with Nature Training Institute
at the University of California–Santa
Cruz, Nursery School teacher Carrie
Collin learned more about this special
kindergarten, which was founded by
Scottish educator Claire Warden. Hers was
just one of the many summer professional
development activities pursued by Lab
teachers.
Nature is “an inspiration and a
comfort” for Ms. Collin, who grew up in
south-suburban Olympia Fields, Illinois,
when it was still a rural landscape. She
enjoys sharing nature with her students,
and this summer she relished the
opportunity to head west to learn some of
the best ways to do so.
At the conference, she also
participated in workshops on bringing
nature to urban spaces and documenting
children in nature. From her Earl Shapiro
Hall classroom, she takes her students to
Jackson Park, where they love to explore

Stephanie Mitzenmacher’s fifth graders and their little buddies—four-year-olds from the class of Maureen Ellis, Martha
Jannotta, and Kiran Younus—created ceramic animals and habitats in an example of how even young children are capable of developing ideas and
then working creatively and collaboratively to research, experiment, and participate on many curricular levels: art, science, and technology. Little
buddies chose the animals, and big buddies researched habitats and helped develop sketches. Using “slip and score” techniques, the teams made
animals of white clay and then bisqued and glazed the animals and their habitats.

“Teachers—or at least I—often
assume students will be able to read
complex texts,” says Mr. Drogos. “To
really coach them in close reading of
Howard Zinn or Frederick Douglass or
Henry David Thoreau, I have to better
understand what’s actually going on in
their brains when they read.”
Both teachers appreciate the
opportunity to continue their own
educations. At Lab, “professional
development is valued more than
anywhere I’ve been,” says Ms. Collin.
In 2013–14, virtually every Lab teacher
participated in a professional development
program of his or her choosing. Each had
the opportunity to gain new insights,
network with other teachers, and bring
knowledge and resources back to the
classroom.

Trivia Titans
For 10 points: Which Lab team
competed downstate in 2014?
Lab’s Scholastic Bowl team ended its
third season with an impressive trifecta.
In March they won sectionals to earn
a place in the Illinois High School
Association Class AA state finals, held
in Peoria. Juniors Adam Fine and Clare
Keenan received individual honors from
the state’s association of Scholastic Bowl
coaches. And in May the team competed
successfully in national invitational
tournaments in Chicago and
Washington, DC.
Scholastic Bowl—known as Quiz
Bowl outside Illinois—requires students

to answer questions on academic subjects
accurately and quickly. At the state finals,
Lab’s quizmasters fell to Auburn, Oak
Park–River Forest, and Stevenson high
schools, but they made their opponents
sweat for their victories. Two matches came
down to the last question, the “equivalent
of losing a basketball game at the final
buzzer,” says coach and U-High English
teacher Colin Rennert-May.
A question about classical music
composers and the periods they were
associated with ultimately brought the
Labbies down. Still, the team is strong
in math, music, literature, fine arts, and
mythology, says Mr. Rennert-May, who
was president of his own high school Quiz
Bowl team in the 1990s.
Most Lab team members will return
this fall, although team founder Carah
Alexander, ’14, has graduated. When the
group was launched, many students came

to weekly practices for fun and to hang out
with friends. With time, says Mr. RennertMay, “their interest in trivia grew and they
got the hunger to keep studying and get
better.”
LABLIFE Fall 2014
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National Merit
University of Chicago
Scholarship
Avery Broome
National Achievement
Scholar
Carah Alexander
		
Departmental and
Subject Area Awards
English
		
Eunice Helkamp
McGuire Award
in honor of the retired
English teacher, a
$1,000 tuition grant to
juniors for senior year
Julia Martinez,
Jane Maunsell
			
Hope Rhinestine
Freshman Award
in honor of the late
English teacher to a
student who has helped
himself or herself
and others through
class discussions
and who exhibits
tolerance of others,
listens receptively, has
a gracious spirit and
gentleness, and asks
questions filled with
wonder
Malika Ramani
Brown Book Award
to a junior who best
combines excellence
in spoken and written
expression with
outstanding overall
academic achievement
Nathaniel Posner
Bryn Mawr Book Award
to a junior who
demonstrates a true
love of learning and
intellectual curiosity
about the world around
her
Kennedy Thomas
		
Dartmouth Book Award
to a junior in the top
10 percent of the class
who has demonstrated
intellectual leadership
and made a positive
contribution to the
extracurricular life of
the school
Madeline Sachs
Hal Hoffenkamp Award
to a junior for love of
learning, especially
through discussion:
Jacquelyn Ingrassia,
Julia Mearsheimer
University of Chicago
Book Award
Karen Reppy
Senior Book Awards
Max Archer, Lillian
Eckstein, Cameron
Harter, Gregory Kerr,
Ruby Koontz,
Harrison MacRae,
Frank Waggoner
Sophomore Book Award
Samantha Aronson
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William M. Schuester
Legacy Award
Carah Alexander
			
Fine Arts
Studio Awards
Beginning Photography:
Halima Mossi
Advanced Photography:
Karla Douglas
Sculpture:
Rosalind Weaver
Robert Erickson Award
in honor of the late
unified arts department
chairperson, art and
photography teacher for
high achievement in the
fine arts
Maria Gilfoyle
			
Betty Debs Sobel
Award
in honor of the
1938 graduate for
achievements in the
graphic arts
Fen Truitt
Jane Bruening Kinglsey
Art Scholarship
in honor of the 1924
graduate for a senior
who also intends to
pursue a career in the
visual arts
Rex Hughes

May Project,
a 45–Year
Tradition
Students explore sources of
personal and professional
inspiration
Senior Jiji Plecha, along with six other
Chinese girls, was adopted from an
orphanage in Anhui Province when
the girls were all around eight months
old. The adopting families, all from the
Chicago area, traveled to China together
in late 1996/early 1997. Once home, the
parents and their girls stayed in touch and
“became a family that way,” Jiji says. “I
consider the girls like my sisters and my
cousins.”

Alliance for Young
Artists and Writers
National Competition
Emily Hsee, silver
medal, drawing
Theatre
Production Award
Zoe Briskey, Nell
Mittlestead, Loren
Sosnick
Technical Theatre
Award
Sarah Hecht, Jiji Plecha
Theatre Arts Award
John Reece
Music
Harris Vail Award
in honor of the retired
teacher, scholarships
to Western Illinois
University Jazz Camp
and performing arts
scholarships to Knox
College
Sonia Bourdaghs,
John Reece
Math
American Mathematics
Competitions
Illinois winner for
AMC10A: Wanqi Zhu,
first place
School winner for
AMC12A: Adam Fine
School winner for
AMC12B:
Eliot Levmore
School winner for
AMC10A: Wanqi Zhu
School winner for
AMC10B:
Jonathan Kutasov
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So for her May Project—when
seniors in good standing are released from
classes to spend three-plus weeks working
on approved projects—Jiji made a mixedmedia book for her “China sisters” as a gift
to each before they all head in different
directions for college. The book was
inspired by a document she found with

her adoption papers, a list of promises the
seven sets of parents recited at the time,
Jiji says—“how much they would love us
and protect us and give us the best possible
education and make sure we would grow
up into well-adjusted adults.”
Chinese teacher Xiaoli Zhou, who has
a background in journalism, helped Jiji
come up with questions to get the other
girls talking about being adopted, their
lives today, and potential visits to their
birth province. Jiji mixed writing with
scrapbook elements and planned to present
the book to her art and Chinese classes.
She also planned to send digital copies to
the girls and their families, a copy to the
adoption agency, and a Chinese translation
to their caregiver at the orphanage.
“It’s May Projects like Jiji’s and all
the cooking projects and music and art
projects—all of them really—that keep me
doing it,” says program coordinator and
World Language teacher Frances Spaltro
of this unique opportunity, begun in 1969,
to help students dig into something that
often has deep personal meaning.
Senior Benjamin Marks connected
a possible career in early childhood
education with his love of infants and
young children. With a child psychiatrist
grandfather, a neonatologist father,
and other family members who work
with children, Ben spends his free time
babysitting and entertaining his friends’
younger siblings.
For his May Project, he decided to be
a “manny”—male nanny—to a 10-monthold girl he had been babysitting. Ben says
he wanted “to experience in-depth infant
caretaking to see if I would like to work
with infants in the future.”
One thing he learned: it’s difficult to
log an infant’s pediatric development while
also caring for her. Still, he says, “it was a
valuable experience”—if also an education
in reality.

Jiji made a mixed-media
book for her “China
sisters” as a gift to each
before they all head in
different directions for
college.

Field Facts
Lab field guides provide
information to all grade levels

Across Lab’s campus are any number of
science resources that are used by teachers
and students in multiple divisions—the
beehive, a composting station, the garden.
To help teachers make the best use of these
unique resources, during the past school
year, a team of science teachers—known as

Recommended
Reading
Administrative Manager for Earl
Shapiro Hall and Acting Diversity
Coordinator Lauren Collins
recommends The Warmth of
Other Suns

Rarely do you come across a
non-fiction piece that pulls you
in and wraps around you in
such a way that you don’t want
the story to end. The Warmth
of Other Suns, by Isabel
Wilkerson, arrests your attention
with the vivid narratives of Ida
Mae Brandon Gladney, George
Swanson Sterling, and Robert
Pershing Foster as they each

the Science Vertical team—began to develop
a series of fact sheets, or “field guides,”
tailored to (and illustrated by) students in a
specific grade level.
Before the school year ended, science
teachers Daniel Calleri, Sharon Housinger
and Dan Jones reached out to the Science
Vertical Team and the rest of the science
faculty to learn what kind of information
would be useful to each class—what topics
the students learn in a given grade, what
questions they typically ask. This summer
the team drafted the first pilot field guides

make the decision to turn their
backs on the Jim Crow South
and pursue an empowered
life of hope in the (also Jim
Crow) North. Wilkerson’s text
is a compilation of hundreds
of hours of interviews and
research, a feat that is evident in
the level of detail and powerful
connections she makes for the
reader.
The pace of the book
mirrors the sometimes tedious
and other times jubilant tone
of a long journey into unknown
territory. Although the initial
chapters start slowly, with
each page you are drawn into
the unique story line of each
character. Wilkerson provides
a comprehensive description
of the main characters and of
their adversaries, so you cry
with them in their struggles to
pass their values on to the next
generation and you celebrate in
their triumph when they become

(for the beehive and composting site) to
help answer questions that come up during
class visits to these resources. They’ll add
illustrations during the school year.
Initially available as print handouts,
the team plans to offer the field guides
online for students and teachers to access on
phones or tablets, says Ms. Housinger. The
guides will help to integrate Lab’s science
resources into classroom curricula, from the
first-grade project on insect behavior to the
11th- and 12th-grade unit on bee genetics.

homeowners and leaders in
their communities.
The book is lengthy and
spans decades, but it is well
worth the time. Wilkerson
layers the human spirit on a
significant part of American
history that often goes untold
or is minimized to a few
paragraphs in our history books.
The Great Migration was not only
an opportunity for millions of
African Americans to leave the
oppressive, segregated South,
it was an economic turning
point for our country that forced
businesses and government
alike to redefine capitalism and
citizenship.
The Warmth of Other Suns
is a brilliant piece and should
be required reading for anyone
who values character, integrity,
and the human spirit. As a
fierce advocate for expanding
the canon to include all voices, I
stand behind this book as one of
the best books I have ever read.

Wilkerson layers the
human spirit on a
significant part of
American history that
often goes untold or
is minimized to a few
paragraphs in our history
books.
As the book drew to a close, I
was frustrated that our academic
culture has not ascribed priority
to this era—that I completed
17 years of formal education
in great institutions under the
tutelage of “experts,” yet I was
never exposed to the magnitude
of the Great Migration.
To say I was inspired,
empowered, and motivated is an
understatement.
LABLIFE Fall 2014
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Sports Highlights

UChicago
Tops List
of Seniors’
Selections

American Invitational
Mathematics Exam
Certificates of
Participation:
Hajira Afreen, Rajan
Aggarwal, Adam Fine,
Clare Keenan, Jonathan
Kutasov, Eliot Levmore,
Jane Maunsell,
Mohammed Munim,
Alice Yu, David Yunis,
Wanqi Zhu
USA Mathematical
Olympiad
Eliot Levmore

Every year, a new group of U-High juniors
begins the college application process,
a process much more complicated than
many parents feel that they experienced.
And while Lab ensures that parents
are included in the process, there is
simultaneously a structure that encourages
the student to take the lead—an important
and age-appropriate step toward the
independence he or she will need to be
successful in college and beyond.
Lab seniors continue to consider and
choose a wide variety of college options.
Again this year, a large number have
chosen to matriculate at the University
of Chicago, but the class will fan out
across the United States and Canada. Says
College Counselor Patty Kovacs, “It makes
it very exciting to see how Lab serves as a
platform for so many interests, talents, and
hopes. This class is launching students who
we just know will make an impact in the
visual and performing arts, in computers
and technology, in the sciences and
mathematics … and in so much more.”

“This class is launching students
who we just know will make
an impact in the visual and
performing arts, in computers
and technology, in the sciences
and mathematics … and in so
much more,” says Ms. Kovacs.
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Illinois Math League
School Winner:
Wanqi Zhu
Certificates of
Distinction: Hajira
Afreen, Rajan Aggarwal

The Class of 2014
will attend:
Bard College
Barnard College
Bates College (2)
Boston University (2)
Bowdoin College
Brandeis University (2)
Brown University
Bryn Mawr College
Butler University
University of California, Los Angeles
Carleton College (3)
Carnegie Mellon University (2)
Case Western Reserve University (2)
University of Chicago (15)
Cornell University (2)
Dartmouth College
Denison University
University of Edinburgh
Emory University
University of Evansville
The George Washington University
Grinnell College (3)
Harvard College
Haverford College
University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign (4)
The University of Iowa
Iowa State University
Johns Hopkins University
Knox College
Loyola University Chicago
Macalester College
Marist College
Marquette University (2)
Marymount Manhattan College
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Miami University, Oxford
University of Michigan (2)
The University of Montana
New York University (6)

Girls Soccer

Northeastern University (5)
Northwestern University (5)
University of Notre Dame
Oberlin College (2)
Occidental College
University of Pennsylvania (2)
Pomona College
Princeton University (2)
Purdue University
School of the Art Institute of Chicago
School of Visual Arts
Scripps College
Skidmore College (3)
University of Southern California
Stanford University (2)
St. Olaf College (2)
Syracuse University (2)
University of Toronto, St. George
Tufts University (4)
Tulane University
Vanderbilt University
Vassar College
University of Vermont (2)
University of Washington
Washington University in St. Louis (2)
Wellesley College
Wheaton College, Illinois
Yale University (3)

The team finished 8-10-1
(3-4 in the ISL). Senior
Elizabeth Garrett-Curie
was named IHSSCA AllSectional and 1st team
All-ISL; junior Sylvie
Manual was selected
IHSSCA All-Sectional and
2nd Team All-ISL; senior
Eleanor Schuttenberg was
2nd team All-ISL; and
junior Casey Kozak was
named All-Tournament
at the Glenbrook Cup
Tournament.

Baseball
Finishing the season with
a 9-8 record (6-4 in the
ISL) the Maroons were led
by first-year coach—and
Lab alum—David Reid,
’82. Players named to
the All-Conference team
included senior Logan
Crowl and juniors Benny
Friedman and team
captain James Sinclair,
and sophomore Joe Curci.
James also received the
Coaches Award. The team
made their sixth trip to
Florida for Spring Break

training and junior pitcher
Luke Murphy struck out 19
batters in a game with St.
Francis de Sales.

Boys Tennis
With a 8-3 record in dual
matches (4-1 in the ISL),
the Maroons sent the
doubles team of senior
James Duran and junior
Jeesae Kim to the IHSA
State Final. Both players
have qualified for state
each of their high school
years.

Girls Track and Field
The team won the IHSA
2A Sectional, ISL,
and Chicago Christian
Invitational, and sent
nine girls in six events
to the IHSA 2A State
Championship, where
junior Gabby DeMaio set a
new school record (16’6”)
in the long jump. Sectional
champions included:
4x800 relay, sophomores
Lucia Kenig-Ziesler,
Genevieve Nemeth, and
Grace Cain, and freshman
Elsa Erling; 3200m, Lucia;

1600m, Elsa; long jump,
Gabby. State qualifiers
included junior Alex
Thompson, senior Carah
Alexander, and freshmen
Chavon Hussey and
Isabella Kahn. Coaches
Debbie Ribbens and Lynne
Ingalls were selected ISL
Coaches-of-the-Year.

Boys Track and Field
At the 1A IHSA Sectional
meet, the 4x800
relay team (seniors
Bolu Johnson, Max
Volchenboum, and Frank
Waggoner, and sophomore
Jacob Meyer) qualified
for state with a time of
8:14.50, breaking Lab’s
1987 record by three
seconds. Max won the
800m sectional race for
the second time. Jacob
qualified for state in
1600m and won All-State
honors in the 3200m
running a 9:54.34 to finish
eighth, making this the
third consecutive year the
Maroons have had an AllState 3200m runner.

North Suburban Math
League
All Conference:
Freshman team, Wanqi
Zhu; Sophomore team,
Hajira Afreen, Marcel
Dupont; Junior team,
Adam Fine
Honorable Mention All
Conference: Freshman
team, Emma Mueller,
Shaunak Puri;
Sophomore team,
Rajan Aggarwal, Clare
Keenan; Senior team:
Mohammed Munim,
Alice Yu
Illinois Council
of Teachers of
Mathematics
Team won first place
at the State contest in
Division 2A
Algebra I: Wanqi
Zhu, first; Tomohiro
Sawada, fifth; Emma
Mueller, ninth
Geometry: Hajira
Afreen, second; Marcel
Dupont, sixth
Algebra II: Adam Fine,
first; Clare Keenan,
second
Precalculus: Eliot
Levmore, second;
Mohammed Munim,
sixth
Team awards: Algebra
I, second; Algebra
II, first; Precalculus,
first; Calculator,
first; Freshmansophomore two-person,
first; Junior-senior
two-person, first;
Freshman-sophomore
eight-person, first;
Junior-senior eightperson, first; Orals
team, second
Math and Science
Rensselaer Medal
to a junior who has
shown a consistent
interest in both math
and science
David Yunis

Bryan Swan AT
Physics Award
Rajan Aggarwal, Arthur
Chang, Luke Newell
			
Chemistry Award
Sarah Pan
				
History
			
AT Economics History
Award
Kevin Li
AT European History
Award
Grace Anderson
AT Modern History
Award
Nora Lin
AT US History Award
Jane Maunsell
Early World History
Award
Shaunak Puri
Elective Study in
History Award
Sheridan Small
Montag Award
Sophia Weaver
US History Award
Anna Knes
World History Award
Grace Cain
State History Fair
Qualifiers
Kaitlin Baumann,
Jennifer Chien,
Gabriela De Miao,
Tatum McCormick,
Elena Stojimirovic
National History Day
Qualifiers
Karen Dai, Anna Knes
World Languages		
				
Chinese Book Awards
Chinese 1: William
Curry, Tiffany
Suwatthee
Chinese 3: Emi Cohen,
Reese McCormick,
Tatum McCormick
Chinese 3A: Genevieve
Liu, Janine Liu
Chinese 4:
Kenneth Koenen
Chinese 4A:
Grace Broderick
Chinese 5:
Jennifer Chien
Midwest Chinese
Speech Contest
Chinese 3A: Zoe
Rebollo Baum, gold
Chinese 4A: Micaiah
Buchheim-Jurisson,
gold; Julien Bendelac,
silver
Chinese 5: Isabella
Pon, bronze

Science			
		
Bausch and Lomb
Award to a Junior
Clare Keenan
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French
		
Bovee-Spink Award
in memory of Arthur
Gibbon Bovée and
Josette Eugénie Spink,
Lab French teachers
as well as authors
and editors of many
French textbooks. The
award honors seniors
who have shown a
love of and interest in
the French language
throughout their studies
at Lab.
Carah Alexander, Avery
Broome, Magdalena
Glotzer, Maud Jansen,
Mia Luo, Jane Maunsell
Eliade Scholarship
for study in France
Kimya Buckner, Kelli Lu
National French Contest
Level 1
Samantha Aronson
Level 2
Nikita Dulin, Elle Hill,
Ruby Koontz
Level 2A
Dhanya Asokumar,
Alexander Azar, Pascale
Boonstra, Alexandra
Brown, Jason Chang,
Jaideep Dhanoa,
Eliza Edwards-Levin,
Simone Einhorn,
Mathew Ferraro, Paige
Fishman, Imogen
Foster, Alexander
Gajewski, Bailey Garb,
Emma Gossett, Elena
Graziani, Alexander
Kaplan, Ojus Khanolkar,
Eui Chan (Danny) Kim,
Sarah Markovitz, Hyder
Mohyuddin, Emma
Mueller, Christos Nikas,
Julian Pandolfi, Sarah
Qadir, Malika Ramani,
Nigel Telman, Will Zich
Level 3A
Mbella Beseka, MaiaClaire Boussy, Kimya
Buckner, Valentina
Gardner, Rachel
Housinger, Nathan
Isaacs, Will Kent,
Emma Lichter, Halima
Mossi, Julie Murmann,
Genevieve Nemeth,
Arun Sharma
Level 4A
Tristan Acevedo,
Charles Chamberlain,
Arthur Chang, Clara
de Pablo, Edward
Freeman, Benjamin
Friedman, Gabriel
Guevara, Michael Horia,
Jarrett Lampley, Kellie
Lu, Julia Mearsheimer,
Lily Olson, Maddi
Ross, Madeline Sachs,
Alexander Schonbaum,
Elena Stojimirovic,
Ross Tizes
Level 4C
Glenn Decety
Level 5A
Carah Alexander, Avery
Broome, Phillip Healy,
Sabrina Holland, Maud
Jansen, Mia Luo, Jane
Maunsell, Vivek Sarma,
McKenzie Zimmerman
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Poetic
Performance

Alliance Française
Award for Excellence
in Scholarship
Maud Jansen, Mia Luo,
Jane Maunsell
German
Gardner Endowment
Scholarship
For study in Germany
Julian Lark

LabBeat connects writing and
listening

Pretzel Scholarships
for study in Germany
Clyde Schwab
German Book Award
for students who
show outstanding
improvement in their
understanding of the
German language
or demonstrate
exceptional motivation
and interest in the study
of German and its
culture
AP German: Tabitha Oh,
Miriam Philipson
German 5: David Yunis
German 4: Anna Bakwin
German 3:
Clyde Schwab
National German
Exam
Level 2
Gold: Anna Bakwin,
Maya Daiter, Luke
Herrigel, Julian Lark,
William Leiter, Stefan
Rehkemper, Daphne
Schneewind
Silver: Eleanor Grosse
Level 3
Gold: Natalie Kampf,
Edward Litwin,
Luke Newell, Sofie
Rosenzweig, David Yunis
Silver: Eleri Miller
Level 4
Gold: Leah Barber,
Isabelle Berten, Thomas
Brown, Matthew
Davis, Nikolas Friehs,
Tabitha Oh, Eleanor
Schuttenberg
Silver: Blake Hensel,
Miriam Philipson, Max
Rothschild
Bronze: Olivia Rhodes

A Deeper
Understanding
U-High teachers offer “one-book,
one-quarter” English electives

There is more to the quarter than
just one book. “I call it one book
plus,” says Ms. Walter.

Latin
Latin Book Award
Latin I: Hazel Martello
Latin II:Joanna Cohen
Latin III: Walker Melton
Latin IV: Theodore
Ando, Max Archer
National Latin Exam
Latin I
Gold: Angela White
Silver: Joshua Kaplan,
Tiffany Lau, Hazel
Martello
Magna Cum Laude:
Ilana Emanuel, Julia
Martinez, Nicholas
Woodruff
Cum Laude: Alexander
Tyska, Becky Wah
Latin II
Gold: Logan Young
Silver: Max Bremer, Max
Kramer
Magna Cum Laude:
Merrick Fahrenwald,
Harry Ni, Julius Stein
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U-High English teacher Catie Bell,
PhD’07, remembers how as a student she
“learned how to skim” literature, reading
the first and last chapters of a book to
glean what she assumed the teacher
wanted her to know. Both she and Carolyn
Walter, MAT’94, aim to slow things down
when they teach junior and senior English
elective courses that focus on one book
during the entire quarter. In the winter
2013–14 quarter, Ms. Walter’s juniors
and seniors focused on The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, while in the spring,
Ms. Bell’s students read The Selected Works
of Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Ms. Walter is quick to point out that
there is more to the quarter than just one
book. “I call it one book plus,” she says,
and explains that along with Huckleberry
Finn, her class read about the language
controversy in the book, examined satire
and irony (including some Onion articles),
and practiced supporting and defending
positions by writing papers such as
“Why is Jim the hero of the novel?” This
approach, Ms. Walter says, helps make the
students “thoughtful readers, writers, and
thinkers.”
The students enjoy the “deliberate
nature” of working on one book per
quarter and how the process changes
the classroom dynamic, says Ms. Bell.
“The students felt like an ensemble”
in the classroom, even when working
individually. They wrote in journals using
Emerson-inspired strategies for freeing
up their minds. “We’ve been very excited
by how well it works,” she says. “The text
unfolds at a certain rate and the kids come
to love talking it over.”
This school year Ms. Walter’s class
will read Anna Karenina, and she is
confident that the lessons the students
learn “will give them the tools they need to
approach any other text.”

Kimya Buckner assumed a regal pose and
looked out imperiously over the crowd
gathered in the Rowley Library. “I am
the color of royalty and power,” she said
dramatically. “Kings, chiefs, and bishops
have always chosen me, for I am the sign
of authority and wisdom. People do not
question me. They listen and obey.”
The audience laughed along with
Kimya’s lively performance of each of the
characters from the poem “The Color
of Friendship,” in which the personified
colors of the rainbow all argue for their
own superiority.
The May evening event, LabBeat,
offered humor alongside moments of

reflection as U-High students read poems
and personal essays to an audience of
teachers, parents, and one another. Some
students read their own work; others,
like Kimya, performed the work of other
writers.
“Writing is a kind of insular and
lonely process sometimes,” explains
U-High English teacher Carolyn Walter,
MAT’94, a LabBeat coordinator. Giving
students the opportunity to share their
work publicly can motivate them to

persevere. “It’s kind of nice to think that
you are writing for an audience beyond
the teacher.”
LabBeat also provides an opportunity
for students to share difficult aspects of
their lives and personal histories. One
student reflected on the pain he felt over
the shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary
School, which he attended before moving
to Chicago. Another read an essay about
life after her parents’ divorce. Another
read his poem examining gang violence
in his neighborhood and the death of
a childhood friend the summer before
eighth grade: “After him it just seemed
like an all-out burst/A friend shot here,
a friend shot there/They’re getting torn
away from their fathers, sisters, brothers.”
For Ms. Walter, watching students
overcome their fears and connect with
each other is an important part of
LabBeat: “It’s another way of creating
community.”

LabBeat provides an
opportunity for students
to share difficult
aspects of their lives
and personal histories.

From the Syllabi
Every U-High freshman is required to
read Shakespeare’s Macbeth during the
spring quarter. In addition, they must
choose another book that incorporates the
themes of Macbeth for an independent
reading project.
Students
are given 50
choices and
encouraged to
pick a title they
will truly enjoy
reading. Here’s
a sample.

Crime and
Punishment
Fyodor Dostoyevsky

Something Wicked
this Way Comes
Ray Bradbury

The Chocolate War
Robert Cormier

Four Souls
Louis Erdrich

The House of the
Seven Gables
Nathaniel Hawthorne

Finnikin of the Rock
Melina Marchetta

The Godfather
Mario Puzo

Native Son
Richard Wright

Steve Jobs
Walter Isaacson

Y: The Last Man
Brian Vaughan
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The French
Connection
Round tables covered in white linen,
candles, and flowers in old bottles of
Perrier. A wedge of Brie, a baguette, and
a plate of homemade madeleines dusted
with powdered sugar. No, this is not a
patisserie in the Latin Quarter of Paris.
This is Café Lab, site of the annual eighthgrade French recital.

with Ms. Schneider singing and playing
guitar on some: a chanson traditionnelle;
an impressive rendering of Chopin’s
“Ballade no. 1” on piano; and “Le Temps
de l’amour,” the French pop song made
popular by Françoise Hardy.
In addition to the music, Ms.
Schneider likes that the event highlights
memorization. “When you memorize a
poem, it becomes your own,” she says.
“That feeling of ownership and being able
to recite something for somebody is an
important part of it.”
Just as the students took ownership
of their poems, so, too, did they with the
new space. “They loved it,” Ms. Schneider
says. “It turned out to be the best recital
ever.” C’est bon!

Home Ec
for the
21st Century
A wedge of Brie, a baguette, and
a plate of homemade madeleines
dusted with powdered sugar.
When French teacher Vicki Schneider
learned that because of renovation work,
that recital would have to take place
in the cafeteria instead of the usual
performance hall (Judd 126), she had a
little trepidation. With help from parents
and canny decorating, the Caf gave special
ambiance to the French tradition of
poetry memorization and recitation. Ms.
Schneider started the recital 15 years ago
to showcase her eighth-graders’ language
skills and to give them a send-off into
High School French.
The night of the event, she told
parents and friends that she hoped the
casual-chic atmosphere would make
the performers less nervous. It sure
seemed to work. Students (and a few
teachers) recited works from such writers
as Baudelaire, Hugo, and Rimbaud.
Students also performed musical pieces,
12
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Catherine Gillespie’s first-grade classroom
has a pet bunny and a pet goldfish. Amy
Landry’s students care for a tortoise named
Zippy. Ruthie Williams’s class houses

worms—dozens of them.
“They can eat almost their own
body weight in food,” says Ms. Williams,
AB’06. Her seventh- and eighth-grade
home economics students put their
compostable food scraps into the worms’
box of dirt, and the worms turn them into
nutrient-rich fertilizer and soil conditioner
to be used in Lab’s garden. This small-scale
vermicomposting is part of the Middle
School’s new sustainability-focused home
economics curriculum, created by Ms.
Williams and former principal Carol
Swainson.
“My mindset was definitely to
develop a home ec course for the 21st
century,” says Ms. Williams.
This past year the class also has
“upcycled” old t-shirts into tote bags and
learned about the industrial food system
and the ecological effect of single-use,
disposable plastic. Ms. Williams’s students
were “appalled,” she says, to learn how
much plastic goes into the ocean and later
petitioned the cafeteria to use reusable

instead of disposable silverware. As it
happens, the school was already planning
to switch to reusable dishes and install
dishwashers. Still, Ms. Williams likes how
her students identified a problem and
sought to fix it: “I want to be able to show
the kids things but allow them to pursue
their own ideas.”
The new curriculum also makes
room for traditional home ec skills, like
household budgeting and cooking. “The
kids really enjoy all the cooking projects,”
says Ms. Williams. “They ask all quarter
long, ‘When do we get to cook? When do
we get to cook?’”

Ms. Williams’s new room in Blaine Hall,
renovated last summer, is equipped with
three cooking workstations, each furnished
with two ovens, two stovetops, a sink, and a
stainless steel hood. On a Thursday in May,
seventh-graders bustle around the stoves,
measuring ingredients and stirring pots.
On the menu is macaroni and cheese from
scratch and steamed vegetables. “Is that a
rolling boil?” one student asks. “Should we
put the milk in now?”
The more Ms. Williams teaches the
class, the more similarities she sees between
hers and traditional home economics courses.

“Especially with the cooking,” she says,
“using basic techniques, going back to
simpler recipes that can be adapted.”
In the future, she plans to use the small
plot of grass outside the classroom’s glass
doors for a garden, in hopes of planting
asparagus and other vegetables to harvest
during the school year. Back inside is a
new hydroponic herb closet, where the
class can grow fresh herbs and lettuces
year-round. Ms. Williams also hopes to
teach a preserving class in the summers,
with students using fresh produce from
the farmer’s market to make jam and
pickled vegetables.

This spring the venerable chef
and author Alice Waters made
a surprise visit to Lab to view
its garden, beehives, and
Ms. Williams’s new room.
Her efforts have received notable
attention. This spring the venerable
chef and author Alice Waters gave a
presentation at the Art Institute and made
a surprise visit to Lab to view its garden,
beehives, and Ms. Williams’s new room.
And in June, Ms. Williams traveled
to Berkeley, California, to attend Ms.
Waters’s Edible Schoolyard Academy; the
program trains educators to incorporate
sustainable gardens, kitchens, and
lunchrooms into learning environments.
Waters’s philosophy that food should
be nutritious and locally sourced is one
that Ms. Williams supports. “I have a
consciousness about wanting to teach the
kids how to eat healthfully … fruits and
vegetables and fresh food,” she says. On
the wall near her desk is a reproduction
of a poster the US Food Administration
printed in 1917:
1. Buy it with thought
2. Cook it with care
3. Use less wheat & meat
4. Buy local foods
5. Serve just enough
6. Use what is left
Don’t waste it.
That’s good advice on cooking and
sustainability—for the past millennium
and the new one.

Cum Laude: Elena
Carroll-Maestripieri,
Jamie Williams
Latin III
Silver: Walker Melton
Magna Cum Laude:
Hajira Afreen
Latin IV
Gold: Emily Xiao
Silver: Theodore Ando,
Maud Jansen
Cum Laude:
Max Archer, Luis
Ortega, Tommi Tsao,
Sophia Weaver
Performance and
Competition in Ancient
Greece Book Award
Emily Xiao
National Greek Exam
Highest Honors:
Charles Chamberlain
Spanish Book Award
to students who have
demonstrated superior
performances during
their years of Spanish
study
Freshmen: Julia Gately,
Oliver Maciak, Lucy
Ordman, Shaunak Puri,
Wanqi Zhu
Sophomores: Dylan
Olthoff, Leah Umanskiy,
Willis Weinstein,
Ryan Zimmerman
Juniors: Kaitlin
Baumann, Anna Knes,
Emilie Portugal,
Henry Utset
Seniors: Alexandra
Cohen, Eliot Levmore,
Elizabeth Libes
National Spanish Exam,
National Winners
Level I
Silver: Wanqi Zhu
Bronze: Marcel Dupont
Honor: Kyle Adlaka
Level 2
Gold: Shaunak Puri,
Katherine Zhang, Ryan
Zimmerman
Silver: Gabriella
Conforti, Julia Gately,
Marissa Martinez,
Lucy Ordman, Ana
Pachicano, Emma
Rafkin, Eliana Waxman,
Justin Whitehouse,
Myra Ziad
Bronze: Saskia Knowles
Honor: Kara Coleman,
Nicole Kuper,
Jonathan Kutasov,
Benjamin Lindau,
Jacob Silverstein,
Taylor Thompson
Level 3
Gold: Robert Bacon,
Fabrice Guyot-Sionnest,
Lucy Kenig-Ziesler,
Franklin Reece,
Jonathan Soohoo,
Samuel Van Loon,
Willis Weinstein
Silver: Samantha
Aronson, Charles
Billings, Alina Cui,
Alexandra Harron, David
Hedges, Julia Hedges,
Ciara O’Muircheartaigh,
Olivia Perozo, Lucy
Shen, Schuler Small,
Elizabeth Sullivan,

Leah Umanskiy,
Angela Zhang
Bronze: Grace
Anderson, Nicolas
Audrain, Anjali Das,
Ilana Dutton,
Madeleine Greenblatt,
Syrah Russell
Honor: Katie Adlaka,
Ariel Gans, Ashley
Mahome, Emilie
Portugal, Fiona Potter,
Elisabeth Schmidt-Ott,
Raghu Somala, Storm
Taft, Daniel Zhu
Level 4
Gold: Rajan Aggarwal,
Adam Fine, Clare
Keenan, Henry Utset
Silver: Alijah Futterman,
Michael Glick
Bronze: Daniel
Bissonnette, Jacquelyn
Ingrassia, Anna Knes,
Gerri Ross
Honor: Maryam
Alausa, Karen Dai,
John Williams
Community Learning		
		
Continuing Service
Book Awards
for seniors who
have continued their
commitment to service
since sophomore year,
funded by Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Schwartz
Lindsey Aronson,
Harrison MacRae,
Hebah Masood,
Daisee Toledo
			
Journalism
Columbia Scholastic
Press Association
2013 U-Highlights,
Gold Medalist
2013 U-High Midway,
Gold Medalist
National Scholastic
Press Association
2013 U-Highlights,
First Class rating
2011 Midway,
All American rating
Illinois Journalism
Education Association
2013 U-Highlights
Best Overall Yearbook
First place: Copywriting,
sports coverage,
photography, graphics,
coverage of the year
Second place: Layout
and design, divider
pages
2014 U-High Midway
All-State Journalism
Team, Michael Glick
Illinois Woman’s
Press Association and
National Federation of
Press Women
2013 U-Highlights
First place: Meryl
Charleston, copywriting,
Third place: Nathaniel
Green, photography
Illinois Woman’s Press
Association Award
Stephanie Luo, Design,
2013 U-Highlights
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Olympics Launch a Blizzard of Lessons

From Video
Games to
Burnt Snackss
Biology experiments go high- and
low-tech

“Do you think they get a lot of snow in
Jamaica?”
“If the United States has 200
Olympic athletes, and Jamaica has five,
which team is probably going to win
more medals?”
When Kindergarten teacher
Dave Kaleta approached Nursery/
Kindergarten teacher Lisa Washington
Kuzel about a joint class unit focused
on this year’s Winter Olympics in
Sochi, Russia, their students ended up
answering these questions and more.
Before the February 7 opening
ceremony, the classes talked about
Olympic history, and each class
researched half of the 88 participating
countries: finding them on a map,
drawing flags, and learning a fact about
each. Their homework was to watch the
opening ceremonies.
As the games went on, students
counted and graphed the medals won
by each country. The classes held their
own winter games one snowy day on the
14
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Midway, with bobsled and skeleton as
well as a new event: snowball rolling.
At the unit’s end, the classes
staged their own closing ceremonies.
The students marched in, each carrying
a personal flag he or she made, and
received a medal based on their answer
to the question: “What is something you
are so good at that you think you should
get a gold medal?” Answers ranged
from sports to “helping my mom cook
dinner.”
Olympic discussions sparked the
students’ interest in the Greek gods
and goddesses as well as geography.
Responding to their curiosity, Ms.
Washington Kuzel brought in a globe,
world maps, and atlases, and she
purchased geographical apps for the
class iPads. “Now the kids talk about
what countries they want to visit,” she
says. “This really has taken on a life of
its own.”

“Now the kids talk about what
countries they want to visit,”
Ms. Washington Kuzel says.
“This really has taken on a life of
its own.”

Do video games increase heart rate more
effectively than exercise? A group of
students in Sandy Bixby’s seventh-grade
science class decided to find out. Surely the
heart-pounding action, competitive drive,
and need to stay alert and react would
quickly increase players’ heart rate, but the
question was: how much?
As it turned out, playing a video game
actually lowered students’ heart rates—
measured by digital monitors—either
because they were more relaxed when
participating in a game they enjoyed or,
Ms. Bixby thinks, because of the game’s
sedentary nature.
The video game experiment was just
one heart rate exercise done by students
in Ms. Bixby’s and fellow seventh-grade
science teacher Michael Wong’s classes.
In addition to teaching about how the
heart interacts with the rest of the body,
Mr. Wong and Ms. Bixby also wanted to
teach students how to design a scientific
experiment. If the video-gamers were
disappointed with their results, Ms. Bixby
was thrilled. “I told them, our hypothesis

wasn’t supported, but here’s a new finding
we can test.”
Another group tried to determine if
being confined in a closed, dark space—an
unlocked locker—would raise or lower
students’ heart rates. Whether because
of stress or discomfort, the heart rates of
students in the lockers rose. Ms. Bixby said
that specific experiment would have been
nearly impossible without remote-sensing
heart-rate monitors, which Lab acquired
four years ago.
While the heart experiments were
high-tech, a digestive-system project was
done the old-fashioned way. Because a
calorie is the amount of heat required to
raise the temperature of one gram of water
by one degree Celsius, the students burned
food to measure how much it heated 100
grams of water in an aluminum can. Using
both fatty snacks, like Fritos and Cheetos,
then sugary marshmallows, they discovered
that food with more fat had more calories
per gram.
Although measuring calories and
raising heart rates sounds like a gateway
to a unit on fitness and healthy eating, the
experiments were both about health and
about applying the scientific method while
learning about the systems of the body and
how they relate to one another.
“We’re always coming back to cells,
so that they have an understanding of the
importance of these nutrients and where
they come from and what the body uses
them for,” Ms. Bixby says. “What we like
to do is enable the students to see the
connections.”

Illinois Woman’s
Press Association
Annual High School
Communications
Contest
2014 Midway, second
place overall
First place: Lydia Fama,
cartooning; Marissa
Page, reviews
Second place: Clay
Surmeier, feature story;
Monica Valenzuela,
photo feature page;
Sonia Bourdaghs,
column; Christine
Obert-Hong, review
Third place: Marissa
Page, news story;
Michael Glick, sports
story; Sonia Bourdaghs,
page design
Honorable mention:
Elizabeth Chon,
editorial; Natalie Holley,
editorial
Illinois Woman’s Press
Association Annual
Newspaper Contest
2014 Midway, second
place overall
First place: Sonia
Bourdaghs, sports
story; Clay Surmeier,
headline
Second place: Raghu
Somala, review; Aurielle
Akerele, photography;
Lydia Fama,
Comic panel; Elena
Carroll-Maestripieri
and Monica Valenzuela,
advertising; Sonia
Bourdaghs, Michael
Glick and Julian Lark,
centerspread
Third place: Julian Lark,
news story and feature
story; Natalie Holley,
editorial; Michaiah
Buchheim-Jurisson
and Aurielle Akerele,
advertisement; the
Midway staff, best
overall design
Honorable mention:
Hebah Masood, news
story; Lydia Fama,
editorial cartoon
Cecil Denton Award
for Excellence in
Investigative Reporting
Julian Lark
Quill and Scroll
National Journalism
Honor Society
National Award Winners
2014 U-High Midway
Sonia Bourdaghs, news
story and individual
in-depth story; Hebah
Masood, feature writing;
Lydia Fama, editorial
cartoon
For Excellence and
Service
Midway
Sonia Bourdaghs,
Maia Boussy, Micaiah
Buchheim-Jurisson,
Ariel Gans, Michael
Glick, Marissa Martinez,
Hebah Masood,
Christine Obert-Hong,

Clyde Schwab, Jackie
Walker, Willis Weinstein,
John Williams
U-Highlights
Madeline Anderson,
Tiffany Davis, Julian
Ehsan, Sabrina Holland,
Emily Hsee, Stephanie
Luo, Sarah Markovitz,
Jacob Mazzarella,
Maddi Ross, Venkat
Somala, Storm Taft,
Tommi Tsao, Fikayo
Walter-Johnson,
Benjamin Wittenbrink,
Katherine Zhang
Photojournalism
Francine Almeda,
Della Brown, Wyatt
Dandy, Carl Fohran,
Matthew Garvey, Jarrett
Lampley, Jeffrey Li,
Fiona Potter, Olivia
Rhodes, Stacy Stern,
Alexandra Thompson,
Daisee Toledo,
Monica Valenzuela
Computer Science
National Center for
Women & Information
Technology Aspirations
in Computing
Kimya Buckner,
Alexandra Cohen,
Joanna Cohen, Anjali
Das, Maddi Ross
Achievement in
Computer Science
Rahul Mehta
Aspirations in
Computing
Max Archer
Athletics
Bill Zarvis Award
Logan Crowl, Elle Hill,
Boluwatife Johnson,
Max Rothchild,
Max Volchenboum
James Wherry Willis
’87 Award
Ruby Koontz
Physical Education
Department
Outstanding
Achievement Award
Miranda Garfinkle,
Ruby Koontz,
Harrison MacRae,
Max Volchenboum
William “Doc” Monilaw
Medalists
In honor of the School’s
first athletic director,
Dr. William Monilaw,
recognizing athletic
ability, sportsmanship,
and scholarship
Sonia Bourdaghs, Lillian
Eckstein, Jonathan
King, Frank Waggoner
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Taking the
Penguin
Plunge
The students leapt off pool float
“icebergs,” dove for toy fish, and
evaded orcas, ships, and humans,
played by volunteer dads.
On a cold day in February, 23 students in
Nefatiti Rochester’s first-grade classroom
boarded the Earl Shapiro Hall shuttle for
a special field trip. After spending the
quarter reading and writing about
penguins and conducting experiments
to see how feathers and body fat work,
the students wrapped up the section by
taking a penguin plunge at the Sunny
Gym Pool.
With special permission from Dan
Dyra, the head of the Physical Education
department, the students leapt off pool
float “icebergs,” dove for toy fish, and
16
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evaded orcas, ships, and humans—played
by volunteer dads. Afterward the hungry
penguins enjoyed a parent-supplied
seafood feast of sushi and calamari,
supplemented by goldfish crackers and
penguin cupcakes. “The kids thought it
was fantastic and talked about it for days,”
says Ms. Rochester.
The plunge capped off a study
unit in which the students filled out a
workbook with experiment write-ups,
math, spelling, and reading assignments.
The project’s conclusion went especially
smooth because all the students there
were already swimmers—even though,
as assistant teacher Janice Cincotta points
out, at school swim lessons don’t start until
third grade. Ms. Rochester hopes to repeat
the experience next winter. “Maybe we’ll
get them all black swimsuits,” she jokes, to
complete the penguin look.

Kindness is
Contagious

Ready,
Set, Ride

Elspeth Stowe-Grant’s kindergartners

On a sunny Saturday morning in May,
a group of third- and fourth-graders and
their families started what may become a
new Lab tradition: a community bike ride.
About 30 people participated in the
hour-long, four-mile ride, says organizer
Tina Louie of the Lower School Parents’
Association Council. The youngest cyclist
was a second-grader; the motley crowd also
included one child in a stroller, whose dad
jogged along with the cyclists.
Before the ride, volunteers from
the University’s Safety and Security
department taught the cyclists about hand
signals and explained why it’s important
for children to stay on the sidewalk:
because kids are so small, cars can’t see
them. When riding with kids, parents are
also encouraged to ride on the sidewalk,
the group learned.
Then the fun started. The ride began
at Blaine Hall and took in a graduation
ceremony at UChicago’s Booth School
(including a bagpipe parade) before
ending at the Rites of May celebration at
Earl Shapiro Hall. Three security officers
escorted the riders, who rode in the

and their buddies in Lisa Harrison’s
second-grade class call themselves the
“kindness kids.” All year they perform
kindness missions, such as decorating
paper door hangers for other classrooms or
hiding bookmarks in the library that say,
“Kindness is contagious. Pass it on.” Near
Valentine’s Day they leave “caught you
being kind” paper hearts on which parents,
teachers, or students can record acts of
kindness they witness.
For kindergartners, the yearlong
focus helps students “start thinking about
people beyond themselves,” says Ms.
Stowe-Grant. The second-graders enjoy
partnering with their buddies because “it’s
the first time they get to be the big kids,”
says Ms. Harrison. Both classes read books
that reinforce the kindness message.
This past spring the students capped off
their kindness missions with a tour of the
Ronald McDonald House near Comer
Children’s Hospital and gave welcome
cards to new families staying there. The
students also raised about $3,000 for the
house with a one-and-a-half mile walk—
accompanied by Ronald McDonald—from
Earl Shapiro Hall to Promontory Point,
where they stopped for a picnic lunch.
When the two classes started the kindness
program three years ago, they focused on
stealth, random acts of kindness. “Now it’s
evolved,” says Ms. Harrison. “It’s OK for
them to get credit.”

street—a thrill that most of the under-12
crowd had never experienced before.
The riders tried out the new bicycle
lanes on 55th Street, amid joyful shouts of
“Illinois!” and “Iowa!” as the kids spotted
license plates and “Pothole!” to warn the
riders behind them. “The kids and parents
really enjoyed the ride,” says Ms. Louie,
“and the safety department did, too.”

Pre-Chicago
History
Third-graders study Chicago, then
and now

plant and animal life, geographical
location, and climate. If humans were
present, the students studied their shelter,
food, clothing, and technology. They
built models of the time periods using salt
dough and materials gathered from Lab’s
reuse/recycle room, such as fabric scraps
and cork. Ms. Weide told the children,
“You’re museum curators; you’re putting
together an exhibit.”
While the students gravitated toward
periods with human life, studying the
Clovis, Cahokia, and Potawatomi peoples,
Chicago is “not just the culture of people
living here now but also a physical place,”
Ms. Weide says. “We’re trying to give
a sense of Chicago geographically and
geophysically, as well as culturally.”

To incorporate the third-grade theme
of “change,” Linda Weide, ’77, teaches
Chicago history from prehistoric times
through contemporary city life, with a
focus on changing environments and
cultures. Her students studied the Silurian,
Devonian, Carboniferous, and Pleistocene
periods, learning how the landmass on
which Chicago sits was once near the
South Pole, and then the equator, before
reaching its current location, and how
climate has changed throughout history.
The students split into groups and
chose their favorite period, researching

Ms. Weide told the children,
“You’re museum curators; you’re
putting together an exhibit.”
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2014 Alumni Award Recipients
Distinguished Alumnus/Alumna Award
Diane Meier, ’69

Fast-forward
New Alumni Association
Scholarship Endowment up and
running in short order
“Lab gave me a tremendous sense of
community. It had a dynamism that made
me and other students want to keep
learning.”

Erica Davidovic, ’85, describes her
Lab experience as life changing. And she is
not alone in her perception that Lab helped
make her who she is today.
So in March, she anonymously
challenged her peers on the Alumni
Association Executive Board (a group of
alumni tasked with representing the entire
alumni body) to raise funds for endowed
student scholarship. Ms. Davidovic
put up $100,000 in dollar-for-dollar
matching funds, and by June her peers had
contributed more than $115,000—more
than besting the challenge and allowing the
Association to make the fund public.
The $215,000 in contributions will
be invested and used to support deserving
students from diverse backgrounds. Says
Ms. Davidovic, “There were many things
we talked about as an alumni organization,
and we kept coming back to Lab’s great
student body. What allows people to have
a Lab experience is being able to sit in the
seat and go to the classes and be a part of
the community. We wanted to help make
sure that students who have the academic
ability have the chance to be a part of Lab,
regardless of their ability to pay the tuition.”
The fund is intentionally called
the Alumni Association Scholarship
Endowment, and it will be at the center
of Lab’s alumni fundraising efforts. “The

18

LABLIFE Fall 2014

“The most interesting group of people
I have ever interacted with are part of
the Lab Community. As you look back,
you realize that you may never interact
with such a broad group of people
again and how fortunate you are to
have had that experience.”
challenge may be over but we have created
a destination for alumni giving,” says Ms.
Davidovic. “We found a way to have an
enduring scholarship fund that really
mattered to people.”
The Alumni Association’s approach
builds on previous alumni efforts, explains
Director of Alumni Relations and Annual
Giving Jeremiah Stevens: “Historically,
individual classes established endowed
funds, but some found it hard to meet the
minimum thresholds established by the
University.” With this new endowment,
donors are able to pool their resources with
alumni from across generations and make a
significant collaborative difference.
Says Ms. Davidovic, “The most
interesting group of people I have ever
interacted with are part of the Lab
Community. As you look back, you
realize that you may never interact with
such a broad group of people again and
how fortunate you are to have had that
experience.”
She hopes the Alumni Association
Scholarship Endowment will be one tool
that helps Lab meet the full demonstrated
need of its student body and protect the
breadth of life experience that students and
their families bring to the Lab community.

For more information or to support the
Alumni Association Scholarship Endowment,
please contact the Office of Alumni Relations
and Development at 773-702-0578 or
alumni@ucls.uchicago.edu.

Dr. Diane Meier, a 2008
MacArthur “Genius” Award
winner, is the director of the
Center to Advance Palliative
Care. She is a professor
of geriatrics and palliative
medicine at the Mount Sinai
School of Medicine in New York City, and the
Catherine Gaisman Professor of Medical Ethics. At
the Mount Sinai Medical Center, she serves as the
vice chair for public policy, and was the founder
and director of the Hertzberg Palliative Care
Institute. Dr. Meier was named one of 20 People
Who Make Healthcare Better in the United States
by HealthLeaders Media in 2010.
Rising Star Professional Achievement Awards
Graham Moore, ’99
Graham Moore is a screenwriter
and author living in Los
Angeles. His debut novel,
The Sherlockian, published
in 2010, is a New York Times
bestseller. Mr. Moore’s adapted
screenplay for the movie The
Imitation Game was at the top of the 2011 Black
List of the best unproduced scripts in Hollywood.
The film is now being produced and will star
Benedict Cumberbatch. It is set to be released
later this year. He is also writing the screenplay
for the Warner Bros. film adaptation of Eric
Larson’s novel The Devil in the White City, starring
Leonardo DiCaprio. Mr. Moore was selected to be
this year’s commencement speaker by the U-High
Class of 2014.
Bert Vaux, ’86
Bert Vaux is a reader in
linguistics, teaching phonology
and morphology at the
University of Cambridge in
the United Kingdom. Mr. Vaux
specializes in phonological
theory, dialectology, field
methodology, and the languages of the Caucasus.
He previously taught at Harvard University,
where he was frequently selected as one of the
top professors in Harvard College by graduating
seniors, and was twice named one of the best
professors at Harvard by the Harvard Crimson.
More than two million individuals have completed
his online dialect surveys, making it the largest
linguistic survey to date.
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Despite Morgan Park Academy’s
triumph at the annual Alumni
Basketball Tournament, the
weekend celebration was a
winner for the nearly 500
friends and family reconnecting
over three days of reunion
activities. Alumni toured the
Historic Campus and Earl
Shapiro Hall, met up at the
Jazz Picnic, and heard panel
discussions (on diversity and
Lab: Past, Present and Future)
featuring administrators,
faculty, alumni, and even a
U-High junior.

Eve White-West, ’94, at the U-High Jazz Picnic

Janice Lyon, ’74, and Susie Friedman Stein, ’45, at the
Reception for Longtime Faculty and Staff at Earl Shapiro Hall

Jocelyn Howard, ’79, and guest

Originally it was an Elizabethan fair for U-High featuring a
Shakespeare performance, a Maypole dance, and guests outfitted
in period costumes. Nearly four decades later, Lab’s longestrunning annual tradition, Rites of May, has evolved into a schoolwide, multicultural happening, celebrating the school’s global
reach through a weekend of cultural, culinary, and carnival
events organized by dozens of parent and student volunteers.
The activities reflect the incredible cultural diversity of the
Lab community, where families report speaking more than 50
languages at home.

Alumni Weekend 2014

Alumni during a tour of the Historic Campus

Alumni visiting the Lim Family Library at Earl Shapiro Hall
Don Hannah, ’79, and guest at the Welcome Lunch

David Katz, ’99, at the Alumni Awards Breakfast
20

LABLIFE Fall
Fall2014
2014
LABLIFE

Matt Hanessian, ’11, plays in the Alumni Basketball
Tournament

O’Darie Weathers, ’92, plays in the Alumni Basketball
Tournament

1970s graduates at the Friday evening party
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What did you do last
summer? Kids who
ran, danced, read, and
computed their way through
Summer Lab can flip that
dependable back-to-school
essay topic on its head:
What didn’t I do? Summer
Lab, which builds on nearly
40 years of Lab summer
programming, affords the

school the opportunity
to open its doors to
a larger community,
including students from
the neighborhood and even
from around the world.
Summer Lab’s five
programs are for nursery
through high school—
Adventure Kids Day Camp,
Summer School, Fun in

the Sun, Sports Camps,
and Summer Lab on
Stage. And campers don’t
have to stick to just one
choice of activity: Maybe
a little math, CSI-style
science, or science fiction
in the morning and then
some soccer, baseball,
or gymnastics in the
afternoon. For students

who want to play a little
catch or get a jump on the
next school year or just
have fun, Summer Lab has
all the action—academic,
athletic, and assorted.

by Sean Carr, AB’90

What I Did Last Summer
Having fun, learning a ton. That’s
Summer Lab.

Summer Lab unfolded
at Earl Shapiro Hall for the
first time ever. Kids in nursery
through second grade used the
beautiful classrooms and outdoor
space to practice French, play
chess, splash in kiddie pools,
cook. Some combination of math
or reading enrichment, writing or
science rounded out each day.
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< Learning to program
is a lot cooler when the
end result is a robot that
does your bidding. Students in
Lego Robotics spent mornings
building robots and teaching
them to do various tasks, like
playing a simple game of catch
or navigating around or over
objects. In the afternoons,
Team Robotics pitted robots—
and students’ creativity and
problem-solving abilities—
against one another in a
tournament-style competition.
And while no one was keeping
score, let’s just say the girls
crushed it.

How do you deliver a
whole year of math in
29 days? By covering a
week’s worth of topics—like
the Pythagorean theorem
and the generalized
distance formula—every
day. That meant four hours
of class time and four
more of homework each
afternoon and evening. The

hard work pays off, says
teacher Joe Scroll: “These
kids are better prepared
for the more advanced work
ahead in high school.” High
School students may also
study computer science or
take PE for U-High credit, or
hone SAT or ACT test-taking
skills.

> Motown. Back in June,
that’s all Summer Lab on
Stage directors Katy Sinclair
(chair of Lab’s music
department) and Marc Piane,
’92, had in mind for the endof-summer extravaganza the
kids would put on. Two weeks
later, students had the steps
down for the Stevie Wonder’s
“Signed, Sealed, Delivered,
I’m Yours.” And “Ain’t No
24
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What are the elements of a perfect summer? Sports and
games outside? Yep. Water parks and go-karts? Definitely. Cooking,
science, art, gardening, and dancing—why not? Adventure Kids Day
Camp is like a summer sampler with a trip to Great America thrown
in for good measure. Best of all, the campers—rising first- through
eighth-graders—work with counselors and each another to help
create each week’s theme and activities. Says Ned Reece, director
of Lab’s auxiliary programs, “If these kids were older, we’d call it
leadership training.”

> Middle and high school
students started their
days pedaling the city’s
bike paths in Cycling Chicago.
A great way to get to see and
know more of their city, cyclists
also learned bike repair and
maintenance and rider safety.
Students got a chance to try
different bikes, from mountain
and racing to—sweet—tandems.
And they weren’t the only ones
out and about. In Investigating
Chicago, lower and middle
schoolers explored and wrote
about the city’s neighborhoods
and cultural institutions.

Mountain High Enough” was
a showstopper from the get
go. When not perfecting their
moves, every student helped
develop the ideas that would
transform these three-minute
classics, and others, into a
full-blown story and stage
experience, with art teacher
Illia Mazurek on hand to direct
set design, painting, and
installation at the UChicago
Logan Center for the Arts.
LABLIFEFallFALL
2014
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SENIOR MARYAM ALAUSA LEADS DIVERSITY INITIATIVES
COLLABORATION EFFORTS, A GROUP THAT FOCUSES ON
ALL ASPECTS OF DIVERSITY IN THE HIGH SCHOOL, AND
SERVES AS A STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE ON THE ALL
SCHOOLS DIVERSITY COMMITTEE.

This engagement can take many forms—
special training for staff and administrators,
a curriculum that speaks to students of
many backgrounds, and even a simple
willingness to talk frankly about diversity.

Every other month, a group of U-High students
gathers for pizza, cookies, and candid
conversation about complex issues from race to
economic status to gender norms.

The workshops are organized and led by
students, like current senior Maryam Alausa,
through the student organization DICE
(Diversity Initiatives and Collaborative Efforts),
and have grown in popularity over the 2013–14
school year.
Maryam says the powerful sessions provoke
thoughtful and sometimes emotional discussions
among her fellow students. She was amazed
to see how much her classmates embraced the
opportunity. Students have approached her in
person and on Facebook to thank her for giving
them a place to speak openly.
“I didn’t think people were looking for
spaces like that,” Maryam says. “It was nice to
know that people really cared.”
Embracing diversity is a key element of the
Laboratory Schools’ mission, and it has been
in the DNA of the school since its creation.
Lab’s founder, John Dewey, saw diversity as an
essential element of the progressive education he
championed.

26

LABLIFE Fall 2014

“The object of a democratic education,”
Dewey wrote, “is not merely to make an
individual an intelligent participant in the life of
his immediate group, but to bring the various
groups into such constant interaction that no
individual, no economic group, could presume to
live independently of others.”
Today Lab continues to look for new ways
to foster conversation about diversity and make it
a part of students’ everyday experience.
In addition to the work students have
spearheaded through DICE, the Schools’
Diversity Advisory Committee, which includes
teachers, parents, and students, has undertaken
a detailed survey of students and teachers to
learn how diversity is integrated into the school
curriculum. The Parents’ Association’s Diversity
Committee has encouraged new parent affinity
groups. Campus events and programs like the
Global Reading Challenge in the Lower School
and Diversity Day in the Middle School reinforce
the focus on diversity in the classroom. And at
every level, faculty, students, and parents are
working to support open and nuanced dialogue
about diversity in all its forms.

“We’re on the upside of the arc of
momentum,” says parent and Diversity
Committee Chair Angela Cobb.

does that mean for what students are experiencing
day to day, in terms of feeling welcome and
feeling understood?” says U-High Counselor
Camille Baughn-Cunningham, ’84.

Deep and substantive
engagement

Lasting impressions

Resource-rich schools like Lab have a special
responsibility to ensure that every student reaps
the benefits of attending, says Amanda Lewis,
a Lab parent who is an expert on race and
educational outcomes at the University of Illinois
at Chicago.
“It’s not automatic that if you put people
in the same building it’s going to have the same
effects on them,” explains Ms. Lewis, an associate
professor of African American studies. Ensuring
that minority students succeed academically and
feel included socially requires, she says, “a real,
deep, and substantive engagement with diversity
issues.”
This engagement can take many forms—
special training for staff and administrators,
a curriculum that speaks to students of many
backgrounds, and even a simple willingness to
talk frankly about diversity.
For Lab, which has already made diversity a
part of its mission, the question becomes, “What

Lab’s Diversity Advisory Committee formed
at the end of the 2011–12 school year, in part
to answer exactly that question. The survey
the committee has conducted for the past two
years asked faculty how issues like race, gender,
and economic status have been handled in the
curriculum. The committee also surveyed High
School students about what approaches have been
effective in introducing them to diversity issues.
The results were clear: events and programs
related to diversity made a lasting impression on
students. “There’s a lot more that kids remember
than we realize,” says sixth-grade teacher Janice
Moy, a member of the committee. “When we
have made an effort to address diversity topics
explicitly, it really does have an impact.”
In fact, a recent U-High graduate returned
to visit Ms. Moy and said his experiences at Lab
heightened his awareness of the challenges Asian
Americans face. “Even if you feel like something
doesn’t bear fruit initially, years later former

students will say, ‘The seeds of my activism now
were planted in middle school,’” Ms. Moy says.
The survey showed many students had
positive reactions to the Middle School’s Diversity
Day, when teachers offer special workshops on
diversity-related topics of interest to them. Ms.
Moy, for example, has offered a workshop on
19th-century Chinese immigrants to the United
States and the historical roots of Asian American
stereotypes.
In addition, during U-High’s annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Assembly, students
reflect on the Civil Rights era through art and
performance. “It’s inspiring to see them take that
on,” says Ms. Baughn-Cunningham, a Diversity
Advisory Committee representative who helps
to organize the event as sponsor of the Black
Students Association.
In the Lower School, fourth-grade students
participate in the Global Reading Challenge, in
which teams of students read 10 books set in
different cultures within the United States and
around the world. This year the list included The
Watsons Go to Birmingham, which focuses on an
African American family in the 1960s, and Lowji
Discovers America, the story of a young Indian
immigrant to the United States.
Through the challenge, students encounter
“books they might not pick on their own, and
genres and communities they might not know
about,” says teacher and committee representative
Lisa Sukenic.
Many teachers also use resources from
the Southern Poverty Law Center’s Teaching
Tolerance program, which introduces diversity
and social justice to students.
The Parents’ Association’s Diversity
Committee, meanwhile, has organized events
designed to open a conversation about diversity.
This year’s activities included a screening for
parents, students, and alumni of the documentary
film American Promise, which follows two
African American students at New York City’s
Dalton School. The screening was followed by a
panel discussion about the academic and social
challenges the two boys face in a predominantly
white school.

Thoughtful and sensitive
learners

Parents, students, and faculty say these events
and programs are crucial—but that they should
exist alongside more organic and long-term
discussions about diversity and identity that go
beyond the classroom. Students grappling with
their identities, and those of their peers, inevitably
confront stereotypes, misperceptions, and
ignorance. It requires the support of the entire
school community to help them navigate these
issues.
Parents support airing these sometimes
uncomfortable problems. “Even if these are hard
conversations to have,” Ms. Lewis says, “it’s better
than silence.”
Ms. Cobb recently overheard her son and
several of his classmates discussing their heritage
and backgrounds. “These conversations don’t
go away, and so I think for us, just being able
to know we can have an open dialogue is really
critical,” she says.
Teachers, too, see helping students navigate
their own and others’ identities as an essential
part of their role. Ms. Sukenic says she tries
to use students’ spontaneous questions and
conversations to initiate discussions about
diversity and cultural awareness.
“You want to keep the lines of
communication open,” Ms. Sukenic says. “You
want inquisitive but also thoughtful and sensitive
learners.”
In years to come, Lab plans to continue
its efforts to create a community of thoughtful
and sensitive learners. In addition to supporting
current programs, the Diversity Advisory
Committee hopes to undertake an assessment of
inclusivity and multiculturalism, a tool developed
by the National Association of Independent
Schools, and to support new diversity-oriented
professional development efforts for faculty
members.
“We’re gaining momentum,” says Ms. Cobb,
“and we need to make sure we maintain it.”

LABLIFE Fall 2014

27

by Brooke O’Neill, AM’04

From Soup to Nuts
Sidney Lee, ’80, connects
consumers with a world of taste

Wrapped in red robes, the Buddha
greets visitors to Golden Country
Oriental Foods. A smile on his face,

coins in his mouth, the large statue sits
in the entryway, watching vendors come
and go with their foodstuffs. Every week
the company receives 50 to 60 products
from manufacturers hopeful that Golden
Country will carry their wares. Ultimately,
only two or three will make the cut.
Perhaps the Buddha is there to
impart good luck?
Not exactly, says company Vice
President Sidney Lee, ’80, whose
father founded Golden Country, one
of the largest wholesale importers and
distributors of Asian, African, and
Caribbean food in the United States.
Many years ago a restaurant customer
owed them money but was short on cash.
The smiling Buddha, Mr. Lee explains,
was how he settled the debt.
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Just as taste changes from region to region,
it also changes over time. “It’s a lot of fun
to be at the forefront of what people are
eating, and seeing all the new, creative
food products out there,” says Mr. Lee, who
samples nearly all of Golden Country’s
offerings.

After all, this is a business that is as much
about relationships as food. For 35 years Golden
Country has helped hundreds of restauranteurs,
grocers, and manufacturers feed their customers.
While a few are larger chains stocking an ethnic
food section, many are immigrant entrepreneurs
who make a living sharing their native cuisine.
“A lot of these customers have just come
to the United States in the past few decades,”
Mr. Lee says. Among them are pioneers like
the Vietnamese founders of Huy Fong, who
began selling handmade sauces in Los Angeles’
Chinatown in 1979. Struggling to get their
products to a wider audience, they reached out
to Golden Country. Today Huy Fong Sriracha, a
hot chili sauce recognizable by its green bottle cap
and rooster logo, is a staple in Asian restaurants
nationwide.
“They’ve always been very loyal to us,”
says Mr. Lee, “because we were one of the first
companies to help them market their product.”

A less popular but perhaps growing culinary
trend: bugs. Golden Country doesn’t yet import
them, he says, but it has a Cincinnati customer
who’s been selling beetles, spiders, and insect
flour from Thailand with great success. The
client’s exporter recently ran into problems
getting insects into the country, so he asked
Golden Country to start carrying the crawly
creatures. In June the manufacturer was resolving
his issues with the FDA, and Mr. Lee hoped
to place his first order soon. “This is really new
territory for me,” he says.

Of Rice and Soy

Huy Fong’s sauce is one of 3,500-plus items
Golden Country carries in its bustling
warehouse. Located in Chicago’s wholesale food
district on the city’s southwest side, the 70-person
company moves 250,000 to 300,000 pounds
of merchandise daily. Shipping containers arrive
from China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Thailand,
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Korea, Vietnam,
Jamaica, and the Philippines full of sauces,
noodles, chips, beverages, and other items.
“It’s pretty much anything you see in an
Asian grocery store, with the exception of the
fresh meats, produce, and fish,” Mr. Lee explains.
The assortment caters to diverse preferences.
“Every ethnic group has their own soy sauce
they love,” he says. “Even Northern Chinese
and Southern Chinese have different brands and
flavor profiles.” His company carries more than
50 types.
Rice is equally polarizing. Golden Country
sells eight brands of jasmine, in addition to
brown, brown jasmine, sushi grade, long grain,
sweet, and basmati. “People are very, very
particular about rice,” says Mr. Lee, recalling a
business meeting where he offered sweet rice for
tasting. In China, he explains, “we use sweet rice
for pastries, so Cantonese people, like my family,
aren’t too picky about it as long as it’s sticky.”
But his customers, originally from Laos and
Cambodia, refused to buy it.
“It’s not soft enough,” they protested.
Thinking the sweet rice he’d served was plenty
soft, Mr. Lee inquired further. Turns out diners
30
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Shipping containers
arrive from China,
Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Thailand, Malaysia,
Singapore, Indonesia,
Korea, Vietnam,
Jamaica, and the
Philippines full of
sauces, noodles,
chips, beverages, and
other items.
in those countries eat sweet rice the way Chinese
people eat regular jasmine or long-grain rice,
with a meal rather than simply for pastries, so
they wanted something stickier and even softer.
Mr. Lee consulted with his manufacturer, who
informed him that kind of rice came from
northeastern Thailand rather than the central
part where his originated. Soon Golden Country
began carrying both.
Such global diversity, he says, is something
Lab introduced to him at a young age. “We had

a very diverse student body before diversity was
even seen as important or beneficial,” says Mr.
Lee, whose parents moved here from China in
1949. He was born in Chicago and started Lab
in the second grade. “Learning about different
cultures was very useful for this business,” he
says. (Lab was also where he first met Golden
Country’s current vice president of sales and
marketing, Joanna Taylor, ’80, a friend since third
grade. Both majored in East Asian studies as
Harvard undergraduates.)

Bon Appétit

That unfortunate theft aside, “it’s a very happy
business,” says Mr. Lee, who worked as a
corporate litigation attorney for five years before
joining Golden Country full time. “That was
very adversarial,” he says. “Here, customers come
in looking for new products. You get to know
them.” And of course, when he’s out meeting
vendors, food is a focal point. “There are always
fabulous meals.”
At home in Wicker Park, Mr. Lee asks
his kids, Lab students Madeleine, 9, and twins
Vivian and Sebastian, 6, to weigh in on Golden
Country products. Their current favorite: nata de
coco, a sweet, chewy coconut water gel from the
Philippines, typically used in desserts. “They tried
it and now it’s all they want,” Mr. Lee says. “Their
opinions are valuable. They’re very honest.”

At the Forefront of Taste

Just as taste changes from region to region, it also
changes over time. “It’s a lot of fun to be at the
forefront of what people are eating, and seeing
all the new, creative food products out there,”
says Mr. Lee, who samples nearly all of Golden
Country’s offerings.
On a Friday in May, the conference room
is littered with boxes of crackers and cookies
from China. A large package of Korean instant
noodles, which can be served hot or cold, sits on
the table. A current trend is more spice. “People
are looking for hotter foods,” Mr. Lee says. “We
sell hundreds of different hot sauces.”
In the past decade or so, more mainstream
restaurants have reached out to Golden
Country for authentic ingredients that will give
a competitive edge. “The American consumer
is very sophisticated,” he says. “They’ve been
traveling more. They know what good Asian food
tastes like.”

manufacturers abroad to make sure they’re
transparent about the ingredients and processes
behind their products.
Once products make it into Golden
Country’s 215,000-square-foot warehouse,
they are neatly catalogued on the floor. Pallets
of noodles, sauces, and drinks form long aisles.
(Among them: Bruce Cost Ginger Ale, an
unfiltered ginger ale created by partners Bruce
Cost and Kavitha Reddy, ’98, JD’05).
Next to the main building, a massive freezer
houses dumplings, banana leaves, eggroll skins,
frozen fish, and other chilled goodies. Outside,
inbound containers are lined up, ready for
unloading. All are anchored with heavy locks, a
security measure put in place after a thief backed
up with a truck and pulled away with 1,700 bags
of jasmine rice. They never caught the guy.

A decade ago Mr. Lee recommended one of
his favorite products, a frozen roti-prata flatbread
from Malaysia, to a restaurant chain looking
to freshen its menu. Available in flavors like
chili and garlic, the flatbread was an instant hit.
When the restaurant tried to remove it from the
menu years later, customers demanded its return.
“There was a rebellion,” Mr. Lee says. “Everyone
I serve it to loves it.”

Food Prep

Another change in the food industry is how
much people investigate what they eat. “The
American consumer has become much more
intelligent,” Mr. Lee says. “People read labels.
They have a lot of questions about products:
their origin, their ingredients, what allergens
they might contain, how they were made.”
For Mr. Lee, that means working closely with
LABLIFE Fall 2014
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Susanna Hecht, ’68

Lab Notes
Keep in Touch
The “Class Notes” section of this
magazine is where alumni come
to connect with the Schools and
fellow classmates. Please contact
your Class Representative or the
Office of Alumni Relations and
Development with any updates
about yourself or friends who
attended Lab. If your graduation
year is without a Representative,
please consider volunteering to
serve in this fun and important
role. Email notes, information,
or questions to alumni@ucls.
uchicago.edu.

1945 Class Representative

’30s

1947 Class Representative

1930 Class Representative
Geraldine Smithwick Alvarez
6101 South County Line Road
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
630-323-2250

1935 Class Representative

Jean Gayton Carroll
Apartment 3E, 230 East Delaware Place
Chicago, IL 60611-1741
jgcconnect@att.net
312-787-5237

1938 Class Representative
John E. Thompson
14004 Chicarita Creek Road
San Diego, CA 92128-3625
vdt@san.rr.com
858-487-7757

1939 Class Representative
Jeanne Robin Rousso
19407 Shenango Drive
Tarzana, CA 91356
818-342-7464

’40s

Bud Gibbs
Apartment 19E 146 Central Park, West
New York, NY 10023-2005
bhg1cg2@aol.com
212-362-0104

1946 Class Representatives
Judy Daskal
4950 South Chicago Beach Drive
Chicago, IL 60615
jdaskal@ameritech.net
773-493-8373

Laurence I. Guthmann
13770 Parc Drive
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410-1200
561-775-3492
Annette Martin Craighead
Apartment 209, 6650 West Flamingo
Road
Las Vegas, NV 89103
702-648-9913
Joan Cooper Larsen writes, “When
I became a member of Seventeen
magazine’s advisory board at age 16,
I knew that some form of journalism
would be my avocation. Traveling to
every remote area of the world and
then writing about my journeys has
proven to be the winning combination
to a life with no age limits or pressure
to retire. Top Internet travel sites, such
as Huffington Post, Fathom, Luxury
Life Travel, and the site-of-the-future,
Maptia, all consider me a regular
contributor. Forming the Thread
showcases me weekly. I keep my writing
flowing and my traveling still squeezed
in to keep me current. I think I have
already found heaven!”

1948 Class Representative
Dorothy Drucker Nesbitt
735 Lexington Court
Northbrook, IL 60062
ditton3@gmail.com
847-291-4131

1940 Class Representative

Sid Epstein
Apartment 20, 1430 North Lake Shore
Drive
Chicago, IL 60610-1753
sidneyepstein@epsteinglobal.com
(312) 951-2607

1944 Class Representative
RuthAnn Johnson Frazier
1020 Grove Street
Evanston, IL 60201
847-864-1620

SUSIE FRIEDMAN STEIN, ’45, AND BUD
GIBBS, ’45
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1949 Class Representative
Ernest J. Dunston
4 Tetilla Road
Santa Fe, NM 87508
santafe@moonrise.com
505-466-4346

’50s

1951 Class Representative
Lynn Manaster Alperin
16 Dansby Drive
Galveston, TX 77551
lalperin@wt.net

Alfred Charles Knight sends the

following update: “Since leaving
U-High, I reverted to my first name,
Charles (nearly always Charlie) because
of all the forms that require first name
and middle initial. I formally retired
about a year ago but I’m still “working”
at the National Center for Atmospheric
Research in Boulder. Wife Nancy died
three years ago, and I’m married again;
her name is Carol. Despite getting too
old for long plane trips, I’m going to
Leeds in July for a conference on ice
nucleation and growth; in August, I’ll
attend one in Sapporo on ice-binding
proteins, an active hobby of mine for
more than 30 years.”

Art Koff sends word that his website

now has an informational blog for older
Americans. Classmates can read the blog
or make entries on the website: http://
retiredbrains.blogspot.com.

Nancy Lee Johnson writes, “I went
part time in January and have enjoyed
both my freedom and my work. My
dear sister, Caroline, passed away last
February but I was able to spend two
weeks with her in January. Much of
my family and I returned [to Paris]
in February for a beautiful service
organized by my niece, Nancy. We had
a US memorial service on the Saturday
of Memorial Day weekend at the Smart
Museum of Art at UChicago.
“On the home front, Ted and I are
well settled in our cottage at Seabury,
a continuing care community. We are
happy we downsized, and have very
interesting and active neighbors. I am
still in DC two weeks a month and
travel to see family and attend board
meetings. I love our new home.
“Electronic work is still an interesting
part of my life. I follow healthcare
developments and politics avidly and
am fascinated by the process by which
diverse people agree and find their way
onto a future that will be significantly
different and more treacherous than the
eras of the past. Cheers, all. I think with

fondness of you all and feel blessed to
have gone to Lab.”
Following his trip to Sicily, Michael
Padnos and his houseboat are quietly
moored in Joinville-le-Pont, just outside
Paris. He plans a three-week trip down
the Burgundy Canal in August. Having
recently finished writing a novel, he
would appreciate critiques before he
submits it for publication and welcomes
volunteer editors.
Virginia Spaeth writes, “I am sorry

I missed the class reunion when I
suddenly became ill. Since summer
2011, I have been taking biology
courses at the downtown and Evanston
campuses of the School of Continuing
Studies at Northwestern University,
maintaining a 3.044 average. I feel very
comfortable with the young students,
who cannot understand how someone
my age is going to school. Despite my
age, I really want to go back to teaching
or working in a lab and have started
to put my resume together again. I
now live at Windermere House—
rented apartments that were once the
Windermere Hotel—with two pet
parakeets, Trinket and Parsifal. I play
cello in the West Suburban Symphony.”
As soon as she can sell her house, Alice
Bock Tischler plans to move from
Bloomington, IN, to a retirement
community in Wheaton to be closer to
her son Mark and his family. The large
townhouses there can accommodate her
piano and her organ.

1952 Class Representative
William T. Salam
114 Prospector Pass
Georgetown, TX 78633
bill.salam@gmail.com
512-868-1915

1953 Class Representative

Cordelia “Corky” Dahlberg Benedict
885 West Stone Barn Road
Franklin Grove, IL 61031
benedictcd@hotmail.com
815-677-0093
1954 Class Representative
Richard Heller
421 Ellendale Drive
Nashville, TN 37205
richard.heller@vanderbilt.edu
615-298-4744
From your class representative: “The
class of 1954 had their 60th reunion
dinner in a private dining room at Harry
Caray’s steakhouse on Kinzie.
“Those who attended the dinner
include Paul Freehling, his wife,
Susan Tax Freeman, Pat Seyfert
Geiger, myself and my wife, Toni,

Tropical
Truth-Seeker
Political ecologist Susanna Hecht,
’68, remembers being the kind of
student whose intellectual curiosity
the classroom walls couldn’t
contain. While taking literature
classes at Lab, she studied political
science at the University of Chicago
and worked “washing dishes and
setting up electrodes” in a science
lab to keep from getting bored.

Leon Kass and his wife, Amy, Carol
Saposnik Lobron, Alfred Manaster
and his wife, Mary, Katie Elson O’Neil,
Bob Perlman, Bob Perrey, Kathleen
Rubin, Nancy Stein Seasholes,
Marina Tatar and her husband, Arnie,
Louie Zand, and Rick Kraines and

his wife.
“After a wonderful meal a
microphone was passed around
the room and each person had the
opportunity to talk about whatever he or
she wanted to say. For example, I talked
about the time Miss Helmkamp (Mrs.
McGuire) called me into her office to
deliver some bittersweet news. She said,
‘Dick, I have good news for you. For
my class you have done superbly for you
and are now in the top half of the lower
third.’
“At the end of the evening Sue
suggested that we not wait another five
years for our next reunion. Instead, she
suggested that we have our next reunion
in three years, and I agree.”

1957 Class Representative

Elizabeth Hughes Schneewind
Apartment 8A, 130 Eighth Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215
ehschneewind@nyc.rr.com
718-783-0003

1958 Class Representative
Allen S. Musikantow
9110 NW Highway 225A
Ocala, FL 34482
musik1@aol.com

“One of the things that was
really good about Lab was the
flexibility,” recalls Ms. Hecht,
a professor in University of
California, Los Angeles’ Luskin
School of Public Affairs and
Institute of the Environment and
Sustainability. “You could forge
your own intellectual path. My
intellectual path has always been
very trans-disciplinary and very
self-motivated.”
A scholar of contemporary
political ecology who’s a
Guggenheim fellow and has
been funded by the MacArthur
Foundation, Professor Hecht
has focused her research on the
human landscapes of the Latin
American tropics. She’s helped
to show that some areas of the
Amazon once assumed primeval
actually have deep human
histories, which has important
implications for forest structure,
soils, biodiversity, and the people
who live there. In addition to the
Amazon’s environmental history
and the social movements that

“My intellectual path
has always been very
trans-disciplinary
and very selfmotivated.”

From your class representative: “The
Director’s Award for outstanding athletes
was renamed the Bill Zarvis Award,
after Lab’s former athletic director. He
was with Lab for 30 years and also ran
the Zavies Day Camp. Murray Dry
and I had the honor to present the first
Zarvis awards. Murray gave a small
speech about Bill Zarvis. Dave Ribbens,
the current athletic director, made this
change happen after a suggestion by
Murray and me.”

From your class representative:
“Bragging rights for the Class of 1963!
In the recent request for funds we were
sent from Lab, the giving participation
rate of each class was printed along
with those individuals who have given
so far this fiscal year. Unless I missed
something, our class had the highest
participation rate of any class! Way to
go, ’63! In addition, Dick Lansing,
Betty Rosenstein Musburger, and
I are continuing to try to reach every
member of our class in the hopes that
all of you will consider a gift to the Class
of 1963 Endowed Scholarship Fund.
As of this date, we are about 40 percent
of the way to our $100,000 goal, which
we hope to reach by our 55th reunion
in 2018! Pledges can be made and paid
over a five-year period. If you haven’t
made a contribution yet or would like
to add to your pledge, you can do so
by contacting Jeremiah Stevens at the
Laboratory Schools Alumni Relations
and Development Office (jstevens@
ucls.uchicago.edu) or e-mail me (david.
stameshkin@fandm.edu) for more
information.

’60s

1960 Class Representative
Ellen O’Farrell Leavitt
7508 North Red Ledge Drive
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253
ellen@leavittcom.com

1961 Class Representative
Mary Ann Johnson
2109 North Humboldt Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60647-3806
majohn4@prodigy.net
(773) 227-4947

1963 Class Representative
David Stameshkin
176 Treetops Drive
Lancaster, PA 17601
david.stameshkin@fandm.edu
717-341-5188

shape its current politics, she has
closely studied deforestation and
alternatives to large-scale ranching
and timber extraction.
“What environmentalists
often imagine to be wilderness
has a really deep history of human
occupation, and in fact is a kind
of habitat and artifact of human
occupation,” Professor Hecht says.
“If you use that as your starting
point, it gives you much more
potential for occupying that region
in a sustainable, substantive, and
equitable way.”
Professor Hecht was coauthor,
with Alexander Cockburn, of Fate
of the Forest (University of Chicago
Press, 1990, 2010), which lays out
the Amazon’s populated history
from pre-Colombian times through

Ann Grodzins Gold has some exciting
news: “I was awarded a Guggenheim
Fellowship for 2014–15. The description
of what I’m doing with it is here:
http://www.gf.org/fellows/17584-anngold. I also have a residential fellowship
at the National Humanities Center
in North Carolina, and my husband,
Dan, and I will be living there from

plundering by gold prospectors,
slave runners, and dictators to
the rise of social movements that
helped end the dictatorship and
recast new forms of development.
Her 2013 book, The Scramble for
the Amazon and the ‘Lost Paradise’
of Euclides da Cunha (University
of Chicago Press), delves into the
world of the 19th-century Brazilian
explorer, writer, and activist. Also
in 2013 she coedited The Social
Lives of Forests, which explains
that “what we often think of as
the wild actually has deep social
roots,” Ms. Hecht says.
This summer she researched
a book on the globalization of the
Amazon through the writings of
William S. Burroughs, Che Guavara,
Claude Levi-Strauss, and, she says,
the “rather unknown Christian
tycoon” R. J. Letourneau. “What
you can see in their writings is the
early DNA of what becomes the
globalized 21st-century Amazon.”

late August through next June. Looking
forward to a milder winter and an earlier
spring!”
Patti Eisenstein Fertel reports, “No
special news, just a lot of travel. Saw the
Galapagos Islands in March. Great place
to visit, like seeing the early formations
of the earth.”
Tom Lyons writes: “Nothing particular
to report. Just am up to my neck doing
normal things. Trying to get my house
organized. Then I have to finish reading
a big, complicated book on the Kennedy
assassination, my favorite subject. I
believe the government was behind the
assassination. I am eager to get back to
a novel on which I have been working
for a long time. On top of that, I have
also been trying to raise money for the
Orthogenic School, one of my alma
maters. Like I said, nothing particular
to report!”
David Gordon shared this: “The

big news is that my daughter, Emily,
just graduated from high school and
is planning to attend the Eastman
School of Music at the University of
Rochester to study music education and
performance in piano. My son, Sam,
is majoring in architectural studies at
Hobart and William Smith colleges in
Geneva, New York (45 minutes from
Rochester), and hopes to pursue a career
in urban design. It is nice that they will
be close enough to drive up to school
LABLIFE Fall 2014
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BEN COUNTS, ’63, WITH HARRY CARAY

together and to see each other from
time to time. This summer, he is doing a
study abroad program in Copenhagen.
Susan and I are looking forward with a
mixture of exaltation and trepidation to
becoming empty nesters this fall. I am
also beginning to plan for retirement
and shooting for the spring of 2016. I
will probably continue to put in 12–16
hours per week at the National Institutes
of Health as a consultant, but am also
looking forward to trying some new
things.”
Grace Pachman Allison reports: “I
continue to teach at the University of
New Mexico School of Law, working
about two semesters out of three.
This summer, as for the past two, I’m
heading up the Low Income Taxpayer
Controversy Clinic, one of several

clinics in the School of Law’s mandatory
Clinical Law Programs. I have 11
students, 25 cases, and many interesting
legal problems to solve. In my spare
time, I am vice chair, Charitable Group,
Real Property Trust and Estate Section,
American Bar Association, reviewing
and writing comments on proposed
(or to-be-proposed) regulations, and
planning (sometimes delivering)
continuing legal education. Great
camaraderie! Hope to continue all
this—plus my two board positions—
for as long as I possibly can.”
Ben Counts has a story and a request:

“I can still recall one of the saddest
and most poignant memories from
my pre-Lab life. It strikes home even
now, as something that indicates how

strongly Lab affected me. My dad, my
younger brother, and I were on a little
three-day vacation to the Wisconsin
Dells. (This was the late 1950s, mind
you, and most people of color were wary
of where they traveled.) I was standing
by one of the corrals where ponies were
kept for the younger tourists. A woman
approached me and offered to pay me a
quarter if I posed for a photo with her
kid. I allowed her to position us together
for a photo, next to one of the docile
and weary ponies. When she had us
arranged in a way that was pleasing to
her eye, she asked what my tribe was.
Not understanding at first what she
meant, I finally said, ‘But, ma’am, I’m
just a Negro!’ That woman hurriedly got
her kid’s cowboy hat and stuff together
and scrambled away from me. My dad,
returning from the restroom area with
my brother, was both sad and angry
at the scene. That’s one of the vivid
memories from the story I’m writing
about my life, before and after Lab.
That section is called ‘I Lost It at the
Lab School’ and tells how the school
changed my life. If any of you can offer
advice or know publishers or great
filmmakers, please let me know. Most
of the book is very upbeat and covers
my adventures with Harry Caray,
Oprah, and others. The overall project
is titled ‘Improbable Scenes from My
Impossible Life.’”

THE CLASS OF 1964 AT THEIR 50TH
REUNION DINNER AT THE QUADRANGLE
CLUB

A Jewel of a
Career
In the past 40 years, the jewelry
business has seen more changes
than it saw diamonds dripping
from Elizabeth Taylor. Family
jewelers expanded from standalone downtown showplaces to
suburban mall outposts in the
1970s, then expanded even more
in the 1980s. Then e-commerce
hit and they had to change their
model again.
34
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“Creativity, which
was always a big
part of the thinking
at Lab, really fed into
the entrepreneurial
instinct that I’ve had
since.”
developing partnerships and
platforms to sell personalized
jewelry online through Walmart,
Zales, and the Home Shopping
Network.
“Just keeping up with a
quickly changing marketplace has
been a challenge,” Mr. Patinkin
says. “Wholesale has become
a very big part of our business;
it’s grown substantially.” He has
to be nimble. “In the last three
years or so, as a lot of technology
for manufacturing personalized
jewelry and for entering the Web
has become more efficient and

Candice Mann Brock
732 Brookwood Drive
Statesboro, GA 30461
candy@candybrock.com
912-489-4105

1966 Class Representatives

1964 Class Representative

Joe Belmont
8139 South 88th Street
Franklin, WI 53132
wisconsinillini@aol.com
262-412-4252

Robert Friedman
720 Appletree Lane
Deerfield, IL 60015
rfriedman@bensman.com
847-945-6933

Fran Fishbein Cey
22714 Creole Road
Woodland Hills, CA 91364
fcey@aol.com
818-384-2799

From your class representative: “I want
to thank all who helped make our
reunion a success!
“The weekend was wonderful. So
many classmates, so many smiles, good
times remembered and initiated.
“Special thanks to Doug Matthews
for the fantastic memory book. Doug
collected, correlated, and assembled a
masterpiece!
“We had over 50 alumni attend the
dinner at the Quad Club. The warm
feelings initiated calls for a 55th. We will
get to work on that in due time.
“Until then, stay healthy!”

1967 Class Representative

Doug Patinkin, ’73
Staying ahead of those
changes has been Doug Patinkin’s
life’s work. Born into the Whitehall
Jewellers family, which has
be-sparkled the rich, famous,
and notorious since 1895, the
Lab grad was “brought kicking
and screaming into the family
business,” he says, around 1980.
Mr. Patinkin, ’73, started out
running Whitehall’s mail-order
division, building it up and then
buying it from his family in 1996.
In the early 2000s he launched
Limoges, one of the first online
shopping sites for personalized
jewelry.
“It worked out pretty well,”
he says. “There were plenty
of jewelry guys on the Internet
already, but we had this specialty
of personalized jewelry and no
one was really doing it at the
time.”
As competitors caught on
with their own e-commerce sites,
Mr. Patinkin set his sights on
an untapped wholesale market,

1965 Class Representative

accessible, we have had a lot more
competition.”
The Laboratory Schools,
says Mr. Patinkin, helped shaped
his business savvy. “Creativity,
which was always a big part of the
thinking at Lab, really fed into the
entrepreneurial instinct that I’ve
had since.”
It’s also fed into his buzzing
social life. Mr. Patinkin hosted a
party after his 10-year Lab reunion
at his shoebox-sized bachelor pad.
“We were out at a bar somewhere,
and no one wanted to stop having
fun,” he recalls. “There were so
many people there—we all wound
up in my little apartment and you
couldn’t move.”
Since then, he’s graduated
to roomier digs in Lincoln Park,
serving as host to many class
reunions there. “My classmates
have remained great friends over
many years,” he enthuses.

Barry S. Finkel
10314 South Oakley
Chicago, IL 60643
bsfinkel@att.net
773-445-4112

1968 Class Representative

Richard Dworkin
Apartment 24, 130 West 16th Street
New York, NY 10011
rdworkin@aol.com
212-366-6636

1969 Class Representative
Bob Aldrich
2946 Northampton Street NW
Washington, DC 20015
rfaldrich@gmail.com
202-363-7279

David Shopiro writes about his friend,
David Jacobs, ’69, who passed

away this year: “David was my oldest
friend. We became close at age seven,
competing at the Illini Sports Day
Camp. A few days later, after I was
admitted to Lab and knew nobody, he
made it his business to introduce me to
everyone and make me feel welcome.
Later, we were high school competitors
and teammates on the U-High
basketball team.
“Senior year, we made plans to go
to Florida for spring break. The night
before we left, another player landed
on my ankle, and it broke. I saw David
on the sideline and feared that our trip
would be off. He went with me to the
ER and waited through the x-rays and
the annoying cast they fitted on my
ankle. I can still see him laughing and
yelling, ‘If I have to carry you on the
plane myself, we’re going to Florida in
the morning!’ We went and had a ball,
the limp notwithstanding.
“Later we both, separately, lived
in Israel, he first—his wistful letters
whetted my appetite to check the place
out. We both developed a love for that
tortured and inspiring place, which
endured over the decades. Perhaps his
greatest lament about Israel was his futile
quest to find his favorite meal: an utterly

plain burger, soft bun, no condiments in
sight, and peeled cucumbers on the side.
Middle-Eastern food didn’t do it for
him.
“A few years later, back in the
States and preparing for his medical
boards, he drove six hours to be with
me at the Shiva for my mother, who
died prematurely at 49. He stayed for
the evening, then turned around and
drove back to medical school. Look up
‘mensch’ in the dictionary and it will say,
‘See David Jacobs.’
“We didn’t see each other the last
number of years, as David married well
and started a practice and family in
DC, but we talked on the phone. Both
being veteran jocks, we could appreciate
a sports metaphor, and as we took
separate and circuitous paths to cross the
60 barrier, we knew we were playing in
the fourth quarter and the dreaded end
zone was up ahead. That being said, he
was taken out way too early. This is an
ache that won’t go away soon.”

’70s

1970 Class Representative
Jim Grodzins
2043 North Kenmore Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614
jim@mck1.com
773-477-9995

1971 Class Representative
Deborah Kovacs Sullivan
25 Jordan Road
South Dartmouth, MA 02748
deborahkovacs@gmail.com
617-630-2043

Rick Salomon writes, “We had the
pleasure to spend the better part of a
day recently with Brian Jaski and his
lovely wife, Cindy, as well as Brian’s
super-active sister, Blythe Jaski
McGarvie, ’72, who teaches at Harvard
Business School, at our Glencoe home
and touring them through our Illinois
Holocaust Museum. Heard from Sam
Shapiro and he is doing great, spending
ever more time in Arizona and doing
some serious hiking and mountain
climbing!
“As for our own family, I am pleased
to say that everyone is well. Jacquie
and I continue to spend considerable
time volunteering and on boards at the
Illinois Holocaust Museum, which we
helped found. I expect to begin to wind
down from my two companies later in
the year, semi-retiring and doing some
teaching and more recreational travel.
I have taken on a number of new roles,
including a board position at NYU,
and we will be spending even more
time in New York, where our kids are
and where we have a summer residence
in Southampton (you are all very
welcome!). Our son Mark is graduating
from law school in May, after a great

run, and will be joining the excellent
law firm of Kirkland & Ellis in their
New York office. Our daughter, Evie,
while only 23, is working permanently
as an Associate Producer and Broadcast
Associate at CBS News’ 60 Minutes in
New York, having the opportunity to
interface closely with Steve Kroft and
Bob Simon on wide-ranging stories,
from mental health and guns to a recent
piece on Phillip Seymour Hoffman, and
a solo interview with the real protagonist
played by Christian Bale in American
Hustle, Mel Weinberg. Evie also has
many bylined pieces on the 60 Minutes
website and has a shot at an Emmy this
year.
“We feel blessed and wish the entire
class a great 2014!”

1973 Class Representative
Kevin Spicer
Apartment A
1122 Chelsea Avenue
Santa Monica, CA 90403-4656
uofclabschool1973@gmail.com
310-315-1833

On June 26, the New York State Board
of Regents approved an application
for the Rosalyn Yalow Charter School
to open in 2015 in the Bronx. The
founding group was led by Alec
Diacou and John W. Carr, who are
slated to serve as executive director and
chairman of the board, respectively.
John reports that the charter school was
the brainchild of Alec and resulted from
his unyielding two-year commitment to
obtain a charter. The school is slated to
open with 200 students in kindergarten
and first grade, growing a grade each
year to reach over 500 students by its
fifth year. Who would have thought that
Alec and John, who met taking the Lab
high school entrance exam, would be
going back to school together over 40
years later?
The school’s key design elements
include: a low student–teacher ratio of
11:1; an extended school day, from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m., and a two-week longer
school year; a quality curriculum,
consisting of Core Knowledge Language
Arts, Singapore math, and inquirybased science; qualified staff focused on
at-risk students; a robust response to
intervention team, consisting of 5-11
special education and ESL teachers;

high-quality collaborators, including the
Bronx Arts Ensemble for art, dance, and
music, the Kasparov Chess foundation
for chess instruction, and an Olympic
fencing coach to organize a fencing
program; meticulous data-driven
instruction, guided by STEP Literacy
assessment and NWEA MAP for math;
a team-teaching model pairing an
experienced teacher with a teacher with
a social worker background in the earlier
grades; family involvement, beginning
with teacher home visits prior to the
start of school; and a strong school
culture built on character and using the
disciplined activities of arts, chess, and
fencing to develop the whole child.

1974 Class Representative
Dan Kohrman
3606 McKinley Street NW
Washington, DC 20015
dbkohrman@aol.com
202-966-2445

1975 Class Representative
Goddess Simmons Drew
10305 Jimenez Street
Lake View Terrace, CA 91342
goddess.drew@yahoo.com
818-890-9740

1976 Class Representative
Stuart Field
1609 Blue Sage Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80526
field@lamar.colostate.edu
970-219-5380

1977 Class Representative

Charles Bobrinskoy
Suite 2900, 200 East Randolph Drive
Chicago, IL 60601
cbobrinskoy@arielcapital.com
312-612-2673

1978 Class Representative
Andrew G. Neal
2438 North Marshfield Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614
andrew.neal@sbcglobal.net
773-348-6367

1979 Class Representative
Carol Henry Kamin
1231 South Plymouth Court
Chicago, IL 60605
carolakamin@aol.com
312-922-5590

’80s

1980 Class Representative

Rhonda Gans
Apartment 112, 440 North McClurg
Court
Chicago, IL 60611
rygans@sbcglobal.net
312-645-0248
CLASS OF 1974ERS AT THE U-HIGH JAZZ
PICNIC
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Karl T. Wright, X’79

A Hollywood
Go-to “Guy in
the Suit”
Character actor Karl T. Wright calls
himself “that guy you’ve seen in
everything,” although you may not
know his name. But long before he
was cast as a reporter in Doctor
Dolittle (1998) or the surprise bad
guy in the TV show Castle (2010),

1981 Class Representative

Paul Robertson
Suite 1408B, 8750 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910
pjr4@georgetown.edu
301-588-3859

1982 Class Representative
Gail Lehmann
P.O. Box 5415
Scottsdale, AZ 85261
lehmanns@cox.net

1983 Class Representative
Susan Evans
1705 West School Street
Chicago, IL 60657
susan.evans@international.gc.ca
312-327-3617

From your class representative: “My
family and I had a wonderful time
hosting Wendell Lim, ’83, and his
family—wife Karen; daughters Emilia,
13, and Nadia, 10; and son Jasper, 3—
for a great evening of fun, food, and ice
cream when the Lim family stopped in
Chicago en route to a family reunion in
South Haven, MI. Wendell, who lives in
San Francisco, sees Martha Nicholson,
’82, from time to time, as their children
(Evan, 9, and Elena, 8) attend the same
school. It was also great fun to see Matt
Shapiro, ’84, briefly—we were both
at Mandel Hall seeing our (respective)
niece and nephew graduate from Lab’s
Middle School in June. The graduates
were amazing—all so impressive and it
was fun to be back on the UChicago
36
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he honed his showbiz chops
on Read Me a Story, a kids’ TV
show on WMAQ hosted by the
long-time Lab science teacher
Alice Moses (also mother of
current Lab teacher and coach,
Mike Moses, ’81). That was in first
grade. “I dressed up in a little suit
and got a $50 savings bond.” He
still has the savings bond. “It’s
worth about $600 now.”
Mr. Wright, who hosted
Morning Edition on WBEZ in the
early ’90s before he moved to
Los Angeles, is still often cast
as “the guy in the suit,” thanks
to his grey-flecked hair and GQ
good looks. “I’m the doctor, the
lawyer, the detective, the judge,”
he says good-naturedly. “Hopefully
someday I’ll actually have a
relationship with someone—maybe
even a wife or kid onscreen—
rather than just someone spouting
the information someone needs to
move the plot along.”

campus, where I had a chance to see all
the construction going on at Lab.”

This past year he got to show
his comic side as a disgruntled
physics teacher in the film
Teacher of the Year, which won the
audience and screenplay awards
at the 2014 Newport Beach Film
Festival. It’s been fun for him to sit
incognito in the audience and hear
people laugh at his improvised
bits.
Lab teacher Ray Lubway
taught Mr. Wright to “take
chances and try new things and
experiment,” he says, and theater
teacher Lucy Ambrosini, who
directed him in Guess Who’s
Coming to Dinner, taught him the
value of hard work. “She always
told me, ‘Do as much as you can.
Always act.’”
“It’s the Chicago mentality—
the working mentality,” he says.
“Work is work, and I take smaller
roles and bigger roles because the
more you work the more you work,

MARTHA NICHOLSON, ’82, AND WENDELL LIM,
’83, AT A SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS GAME

Kumari DeSilva writes, “I’m having

fun with the blog I started in January:
kumaridotcalm.com. I would love to
boost traffic, so please read an entry, and
visit often. New posts go up every few
days.”

1984 Class Representative
Susan Mack Taple
drsusantaple@gmail.com

1985 Class Representatives
Matt Hamada
1243 West Victoria Street
Chicago, IL 60660
mhamada@chicagobooth.edu
773-334-9966

Paul Tiao
paul.tiao@ic.fbi.gov
1986 Class Representative
Sam Perlman
P.O. Box 652
Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
sam@doorcountybusiness.com

1987 Class Representative
Barbara Harris
harriswoodard@gmail.com

1988 Class Representative
Myrtle Jones
Apartment 2N, 1330 5th Avenue
New York, NY 10026
mjones1997@juno.com
212-831-3792

Stuart Rhoden writes, “After living

in Philadelphia for the past six years,
I’ve relocated to the Valley of the Sun,
Phoenix. My wife received a tenured
position at Arizona State University, so
off we (with our then 2-year-old son)
went—at the end of July 2013. Not the
best time to move to Arizona, but it sure
paid off this winter (sorry East Coast/
Midwest folk).
“On my way cross country, I visited
Emy Richter Kelly, ’90, and continue
to stay in touch with Robert Richman,
Debbie Midgley, Susan Shapiro,
and others both in person, whenever
possible, and via Facebook. It is great
to be able to see and catch up with so
many Lab friends after all these years.
I think our high school is amazing in
how we are able to build such lifelong

He honed his
showbiz chops on
Read Me a Story,
a kids’ TV show on
WMAQ hosted by
the long-time Lab
science teacher Alice
Moses (also mother
of current Lab
teacher and coach
Mike Moses, ’81.)
and the more people say, ‘Wow,
he’s been working all over the
place.’ It’s better than, ‘I’ve been
waiting for that big role all along’
because I know that’s eventually
going to come the more I work.”

connections with folk who are so adept
and socially just. I love seeing so many
of my Lab friends on Facebook and
learning about their families and travels.
“Speaking of amazing, I finished
my dissertation in December 2013 at
Temple University. It is entitled ‘Boys to
Men: Reflections on Building Resilience
in Young Black Male Students.’ I
presented it this spring at the American
Educational Research Association
(AERA) ironically in Philadelphia, and
will present another part of the work
internationally in Jamaica in the fall.
“So 26 years after Rockefeller
Chapel, I walked across the stage for the
last time.
“If anyone is out here in the Phoenix
area, feel free to drop me an e-mail. I’m
slowly learning how to play golf, and
have picked up playing tennis again
(so Arizonian). Be well.” Stuart can be
reached at Sarhoden92@gmail.com.

weekend hubbub, was the perfect way to
mark a milestone. Those who couldn’t
make it were truly missed. Our class
Facebook group has been reactivated
and has plenty of photos, so if you
haven’t reconnected, take a minute to do
so. Next up, 30 years. Hope to see us en
masse in five years!”

’90s

1990 Class Representatives
Dan Kirschner
606 Forest
River Forest, IL 60306
dsk@corboydemetrio.com
312-346-3191
Tara P. Shochet
1182 East Court Street
Iowa City, IA 52240
tshochet@gmail.com
319-354-0893

Dan Kirschner writes, “We sold our
house in Chicago last year and have
been renting a townhome in Oak Park
while renovating our new house in River
Forest. I never thought I would move
to the suburbs, but four kids (ages 9,
4, 2, and 2) will apparently do that to
you. We’ve enjoyed becoming a part
of the OPRF community and running
into lots of familiar Lab faces around
the area, including my new next-door
neighbor Rowena Abrahams, ’89,
as well as Jason Smith, ’90, whose
great independent bookstore, The Book

From your class representative: “We had
a wonderful time at Cantina Laredo and
came from far and wide to celebrate our
25th. Its hard to believe we left Lab that
long ago! It was great to see everyone
and catch up. Everyone looked fabulous
and not a day over 18. The open air
space, complete with Chicago’s standard

THE U-HIGH ALUMNI BASKETBALL TEAM AT THE FOURTH ANNUAL ALUMNI BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT

1992 Class Representative
Cheryl Cortez
cheryl.cortez@gmail.com

1993 Class Representative
Alan Heymann
2703 Dennis Avenue
Silver Springs, MD 20902
alanheymann@gmail.com
202-468-9554

1994 Class Representative
Michelle Maffia Tarkowski
PSC 2 Box 6427
APO, AE, 09012
mamaffia@hotmail.com

1995 Class Representative
Dan Hartley
danielaaronhartley@gmail.com

1996 Class Representatives
Shira Katz
1068 Ashbury Street
San Francisco, CA 94117-4411
shikatz@hotmail.com
Elena Arensman McPeak
elena.mcpeak@gmail.com

1997 Class Representative
Win Boon
1519 Long Meadow Trail
Ann Arbor, MI
win.boon@gmail.com
734-786-1301

1998 Class Representative
Emile Cambry, Jr.
1318 South Plymouth Court
Chicago, IL 60605
ecambry@gmail.com
312-922-2936

1999 Class Representatives
Darrell Goodwin
goodwind@seattleu.edu

Stephanie Preshon-Baker
preshonsj@hotmail.com

’00s

2000 Class Representative
Darlyn Pirakitikulr Heckman
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
787 Seventh Avenue
New York, NY 10019
darlyn.heckman@gmail.com
2001 Class Representative
Greg Kohlhagen
greg@blueprint606.com

2002 Class Representative
Richard Baum, Jr.
9S606 Brookbank Road
Willowbrook, IL 60527-7042
tanzbaum@gmail.com

Jo Budzilowicz, ’01

1989 Class Representative
Mekeda Johnson-Brooks
7425 South Rhodes Avenue
Chicago, IL 60619
mekedaj@sbcglobal.net
773-874-1927

Table, is a regular stomping ground for
us. Perhaps it’s time for a West Suburban
Alumni Night Out? If interested, e-mail
me: dsk@corboydemetrio.com.”

Movie Maker
In early June, Jo Budzilowicz, ’01,
was trying to find funding for a
documentary about a children’s
theater group that started up
in Newtown, Connecticut, a few
months after the Sandy Hook
school shootings. The matter was
urgent: On June 23 the kids started

rehearsals on their production of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. If the
filmmakers were going to follow
the group, they needed to get that
footage.
“We’re looking at two tracks:
at [the students] putting on a
show, and also at how this town
has come together after tragedy
to do something positive and find
healing,” Ms. Budzilowicz says.
As head of content
development for the Documentary
Group, an independent
production company founded
by former members of Peter
Jennings’ documentary team,
Ms. Budzilowicz shepherds
promising projects from idea to
the actually-getting-made stage.
That means developing pitches and
shopping them around in hopes of
finding funds from what’s often a
patchwork of sources: foundations,
corporations, distributors,
individual philanthropists.

“What’s difficult
is finding the right
idea, the talent
to execute it, and
something that is
also fundable and
can get distribution.”
“It’s funny—the people I work with
originally come from broadcast
journalism,” she says, “and in that
environment, the distribution and
funding is already in place, and all
you’re really worried about is the
idea. Is it going to be a good story?
Is it going to get the ratings?”
In independent production, on
the other hand, “there’s a wealth
of good stories, but not every
idea is executable,” she says.
“What’s difficult is finding the right
idea, the talent to execute it, and

something that is also fundable and
can get distribution.”
Finding her voice in Darlene
McCampbell’s creative-writing
classes at Lab, Ms. Budzilowicz
went to Barnard College as a
creative-writing major but soon
made the leap to film studies.
The managing and producing
skills she learned in Lab’s theater
program came in handy later, when
she worked at Google Adwords
in Dublin and did indie film
production in her spare time, on
projects such as the “super-low
budget” 2012 feature film Foreign
Letters.
“A lot of what I do is working
on projects that might not get
made,” she says, “but it’s always
interesting—and really exciting
when they do go forward.”
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2003 Class Representative
Maude Baggetto
mbaggetto@gmail.com

2004 Class Representative
Nisha Chhabra
Unit 203, 285 Columbus Avenue
Boston, MA 02116
nishabc@gmail.com
219-864-2442

2005 Class Representatives
Mark Berberian
Apartment 2405
2500 North Lakeview Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614
mark3@uchicago.edu
773-620-6064
Anthony Oliveira
8900 Tara Hill Road
Darien, IL 60561

2006 Class Representative
Mackey Craven
jmlcraven@gmail.com

2007 Class Representative
Molly Schloss
molly.j.schloss@gmail.com

2008 Class Representative
Victoria Rogers
victoriamrogers@gmail.com

2009 Class Representative
Jaya Sah
jaya.t.sah@gmail.com

2010 Class Representatives
Sherry Fu
fusnowflower@gmail.com
Loren Kole
loren.kole@gmail.com
Amy Solomon
amybethsol@gmail.com

2011 Class Representatives
Rachel Sylora
rsylora@ucls.uchicago.edu
Rose Traubert
rtraubert@gmail.com

2012 Class Representative
Ary Hansen
ary.hansen@gmail.com
773-324-4012

2013 Class Representatives
Sarah Curci
sarahcurci@gmail.com

Amartya Das
amartya.das78@gmail.com

2014

Congratulations to the U-High
Class of 2014 and welcome to
the Alumni Association!
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In Remembrance
1940s
Caroline Lee, ’48, AB’53, died in
Paris in February. After attending the
Laboratory Schools and graduating from
the University of Chicago, Caroline also
received a degree at the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago before venturing
to Paris twice with Fulbright grants
to study art. Returning briefly to the
United States in 1974 to teach sculpture
at the University of California–Irvine,
she continued to live and work in Paris
throughout her life.
Caroline exhibited her dynamic
metal sculptures in many salons and
several shows, both in Paris and the
United States, and received many
impressive awards and grants for her
work. Her participation in the Salon de
la Jeune Sculpture in 1961 introduced
her to important art collectors and
opened the door to both public and
private commissions. Caroline produced
individual shows in Paris at several
well-respected galleries, as well as in
Amsterdam, Stockholm, and Chicago.
She received a medal from the Faculté de
Medecine et de Pharmacie in Clermont
Ferrand for a major commission. Other
key works include commissions for the
Marine National, Cercle des Officiers
Mariniers, in Toulon; a sculpture
marking the entrance to Champs
Roman, an industrial zone of St. Martin
d’Heres near Grenoble; and the 1982
monument Hommage a la Résistance.
The Institute of France awarded
Caroline an important grant in 2003. In
2006, she received the prestigious Del
Duca Prize from the French Académie
des Beaux-Arts. Strong childhood ties
to Michigan brought her work to the
Muskegon Museum of Art for the
exhibition Songs in Steel and Other
Dreams: The Sculpture of Caroline Lee
in 2012. Her work can be seen in the
collections of the Museum of Modern
Art of Paris, the National Center for
Contemporary Art, and the Musée des
Beaux Arts de Pau.
Caroline is survived by her daughter,
Nancy Reid Knezevic, AM’96,
PhD’13; and two sisters, Nancy Lee
Johnson, ’51, and Evelyn Lee, ’53,
AM’66.
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From Midway chief-in-chief
to Mayor’s senior adviser
By Julian Lark
Associate editor

A four-by-eight foot whiteboard
adorned with a drawing of an ecofriendly run-off gutter on one wall
faces floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking West Washington Street from
City Hall’s fifth floor.
An out-dated Zenith television
sits on the edge of a cabinet, its untouched remote propped on a Christkindlmarkt Chicago souvenir.
From the hall the sound of neverending telephone rings clash with
the clack of David Spielfogel, senior
adviser to the Mayor, typing onto his
computer keyboard.
AT THE AGE OF 35, few other
people could claim the 31 spot in the
May, 2014, issue of Chicago Magazine’s 100 Most Powerful Chicagoans
that David Spielfogel does.
The Class of 1995 U-High graduate
serves as right-hand man to Mayor
Rahm Emanuel A Midway editor-inchief, Mr. Spielfogel went on to study
at University of Michigan and graduate from the London School of Economics.
Since then, he has maintained a
constant presence in politics, starting out as an aide in the Clinton Administration, then helping out with
Howard Dean’s 2000 presidential bid,
President Barack Obama’s election in
2004, and working on the failed Alexi
Giannoulias 2010 senate campaign,
all before supporting Mayor Emanuel
in his 2011 election. From that point
forward, Mr. Spielfogel has made
himself a presence in City Hall, described by the Chicago Sun-Times as
one of the Mayor’s closest friends and
advisers, an “éminence grise” on the
Fifth Floor.

A LAB SCHOOLS student beginning in 7th grade, Mr. Spielfogel
doesn’t describe himself as having
been a die-hard Labbie but even so
described his experience at U-High
as a positive one.
“I learned a ton at U-High because
the teachers cared a lot and would
hold us to go beyond assumptions
high-schoolers usually would make,”
Mr. Spielfogel explained.
“For me the biggest lessons were
outside the classroom, though, like
editing the Midway, which was then
on the second floor of the main building, and working outside of school.
The way you learn is through experience, not just sitting in a classroom.”
MR. SPIELFOGEL CITES UHigh’s community service program
as an inspiration for his interest in
Public Policy.
“I was always interested in Public
Policy, and wanted to make a difference in that field,” he said. “When I
was at U-High, for my community
service hours I volunteered at the I
Have A Dream project, which was
John Rogers’ initiative that adopted a
Chicago Public Schools class, provided them tutoring and mentoring, and
guaranteed that if they worked hard
and graduated high school, he would
pay for their tuition at any college.
“I’d go two nights a week to the basement of this church on the South Side
to help tutor the kids. It’s funny to
look back now, because a kid named
Arne Duncan was the one managing
the program. I think a lot of U-Highers go through the Community Service process and really learn to give
back to their communities.”

Photo courtesy of Brooke Collins, City of Chicago

DAVID SPIELFOGEL
“I was always interested in Public Policy.”

AN ACTOR at U-High, Mr. Spielfogel went on the exchange trip to the
United Kingdom.
“I remember him as being a really creative student actor,” Drama
Teacher Liucija. Ambrosini said.
“We did an exchange trip with a
school theatre in England, and so we
took ‘Alice in Wonderland’ to England. That was intense. He played
the King of Hearts, and I remember
he did a really good job of it.”
HIS SENIOR YEAR, Mr. Spielfogel
became a Midway editor-in-chief at a
dynamic time for the paper, according to Journalism Teacher Wayne
Brasler.
“David was in Journalism at a good
time for the Midway,” Mr. Brasler
said. “It was a politically-charged
exciting chapter+ both for the school
and for high school journalism. He
was an engaging and fun person to
work with, someone I always saw as
a fellow journalist as well as a student.”
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Alumni
participation
matters in more
ways than one

To make a gift:
Go online:
http://give.uchicago.edu/lab
Call: 773-702-0578
Email: alumni@ucls.uchicago.edu

Save the date

Giving by Decade
Attending alumni events. Sharing
updates in Class Notes. Contributing
to Lab.

2000s

2010s

1930s

And outside grant-makers and
other funders, often look to alumni
participation rates to see that Labbies
care enough to give back.

For details and to RSVP
to any event, contact the
Office of Alumni Relations
and Development at
773-702-0578 or
alumni@ucls.uchicago.edu.

Saturday, November 29,
2014
Young Alumni Thanksgiving
Party, Chicago

Find us on Facebook

1940s

1990s
1950s

Each of these builds connections not
only between you and your alumni
friends but also between alumni and
current students.
Your contribution to Lab, no matter
the size, helps strengthen the
Schools by supporting a challenging
curriculum delivered by outstanding
teachers to deserving students.

Fall 2014, details to come
> Boston Regional 		
Gathering
> Chicago Regional 		
Gathering
> Washington, DC, Regional
Gathering

Friday, December 19, 2014
College Labbies Holiday
Party, Chicago

1980s

1960s
1970s

Spring 2015, details to
come
> Connections 2015
> Los Angeles Regional
Gathering
> New York City Regional
Gathering
> San Francisco Regional
Gathering

Join us on LInkedin
Follow us on Twitter
See us on Flickr

