
 

 
  
Schoology Parent Primer  
 
What is Schoology and how does one use it?  
Schoology is a “learning management system” used by teachers across the Schools in 
different, age­appropriate ways:  
 

Schoology for grades N–2  
In these grades, Schoology is really for the adults. Part of Lab’s early childhood 
education program involves what is termed “documentation.” For parents this 
means hearing all about what has happened in the classroom via writing and/or 
photos of student experiences and student work. N/K parents will see how our 
play­based approach fosters child­centered learning. Primary School parents will 
observe how teachers engage students in creative, differentiated curricula. 
Teachers may also use Schoology to share information, dates, and schedules with 
parents.  
 
For each homeroom, room parents will set up and connect with you through a 
Schoology “parent group.”  
 
Schoology for Lower School (grades 3–5)  
Every Lower School teacher will have a Schoology page which will allow parents 
a glimpse into their student’s school life. Teachers will use Schoology in a variety 
of different ways ­ some Schoology pages may include links to teacher blogs and 
newsletters, others may have pictures of classroom activities and general 
information.  
 
For each homeroom, room parents will set up and connect with you through a 
Schoology “parent group.”  
 
Schoology for Middle (grades 6–8) and High School (grades 9–12)  
By the time a child enters Middle School, the role of Schoology becomes very 
much teacher­student focused. For parents of Middle and High Schoolers, 
Schoology becomes a tool to help you keep abreast of your child’s assignments 
and activities.  
 
Teachers will use Schoology to share assignments, documents, and resources with 
their students, to post homework, or facilitate group projects. Teachers will use 
Schoology to support their curriculum.  
 
 

 
Learn more  
Schoology, PowerSchool, Enews: how Lab connects with families 

 

http://www.ucls.uchicago.edu/uploaded/enewsdocs/Howlabconnects.pdf


 
 
Getting Started - Login and Look Around  
Here are a few simple steps to help you login, find classroom information and toggle 
between student accounts/classes.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  



 

Before you continue: A few additional pieces of 
information that will be of help:  
 

ǒ Course pages are where teachers post content ­­ documentation, photos, 
handouts, assignments, and other information that he/she wants to retain from 
year to year. Parents will visit as little or as much as they want to get a snapshot 
of the class.  

 
ǒ Group pages are where teachers will share information with that have a short 

“lifespan” i.e., short­term updates and/or communication. (Users should know 
that all content from these group pages will not be retained after the end of the 
school year.)   

 
ǒ Room Parent Groups in grades N­5 will replace what were once known as 

Garbanzo emails lists will be used for parent­to­parent posts.   
 

ǒ Messaging the group is a good way to direct a message to everyone in the Group 
when you don’t want to post a public discussion. It works like messaging in 
Facebook, for those who are familiar. (See detailed info below.)  

 
ǒ Notifications. Again, for those who are familiar, Schoology works like Facebook. 

A parent must “turn on” the notification for “group update posted” so that they get 
pinged via email (or text if you so choose) when an update is posted. This is the 
default setup ­ but everyone should understand to leave it that way. 

 
 

A note on how PowerSchool differs from 
Schoology  
 
PowerSchool is Lab’s password­protected access point to highly confidential 
student records and information -- grade/progress reports, student schedules, and 
family emergency and other contact information. Use your PowerSchool credentials 
(username and password) to access this information. A link to the Parent PowerSchool 
page can be found at the bottom of every page of Labôs website.  
  
PowerSchool is also where you will also find Lab’s online, searchable family 
directory. This is a great resource and contains each familyôs most up-to-date contact 
information and each childôs name and grade. Families also receive a printed family 
directory after the start of school.  
 
Should you need assistance with PowerSchool credentials, please email 
registrar@ucls.uchicago.edu.  
 
 
  

mailto:registrar@ucls.uchicago.edu


 
 
Grades N­5 only: Schoology “Room Parent 
Groups” 
 
This section is primarily for parents in grades N­5 who may participate in their 
Schoology homeroom parent group. The Schoology Parent Groups will be taking 
the place of the classroom email lists. A room parent will enroll you in this group.  
Sample Welcome Email: 

 
.®f¥± l¥z©¢ ©¢dY¨f ¯nvv ¦fxd z©¨ Yx fwYnv xz¨nknbY¨nzxÎ Nxkz¥¨©xY¨fv±Ë ¨mf 
Y©¨zwY¨nbYvv± lfxf¥Y¨fd vnxu¦ nx ¨mf¦f fwYnv¦ ¯nvv xz¨ ¨Yuf ±z© ¨z Lbmzzvzl± 
dn¥fb¨v±Î 6x¦¨fYdË ±z© xffd ¨z vzl nx¨z Lbmzzvzl± k¥zw ¨mf =Ya ¯fa¦n¨fÎ Axbf ±z© 
vzlnx ¨z ¨mf ¢Y¥fx¨ ¢YlfË ±z© Y¥f Y©¨zwY¨nbYvv± Yavf ¨z Ybbf¦¦ Lbmzzvzl±Î ! vnxu ¨z 
Lbmzzvzl± n¦ Yv¦z Y¨ ¨mf az¨¨zw zk f®f¥± =Ya ¯fa¢YlfË ©xdf¥ ¨mf mfYdf¥Ë 
Ñ.®f¥±dY±ÎÒ Î  
 
Lbmzzvzl± mY¦ Y xnbf ¨z©¥ ¨z lf¨ ±z© ¦¨Y¥¨fdÎ  
 
 
  



Vz©¥ Lbmzzvzl± 5zwf HYlf 
 
Tmfx ±z© kn¥¦¨ vzlnxË ±z©Ðvv ¦ff ¨mf ÑKfbfx¨ !b¨n®n¨±Ò ¦b¥ffxÎ ?z¨f nx ¨mf ©¢¢f¥ 
¥nlm¨ mYxd bz¥xf¥Ë n¨ ¯nvv ¨fvv ±z© ¯mf¨mf¥ ±z© Y¥f vzllfd nx¨z ±z©¥ Ñ>Ynx !bbz©x¨Ò 
ãn¨ ¯nvv ¦Y± ±z©¥ xYwfä z¥ ±z©¥ bmnvd¥fxÐ¦ Ybbz©x¨ ãfn¨mf¥ ±z©¥ bmnvdÐ¦ xYwf z¥ Ñ!vv 
*mnvd¥fxÒÎä Vz© bYx ¦f¨ ¯mnbm ®nf¯ ±z© ¯Yx¨ ¨z ¦¨Y¥¨ ¯n¨m ©xdf¥ !bbz©x¨ Lf¨¨nxl¦Î  
 

 
 
Mz ¦¯n¨bm ¨z ±z©¥ bmnvdÐ¦ Ybbz©x¨Ë ±z© xffd ¨z ¦fvfb¨ ±z©¥ ®nf¯ nx ¨mf ©¢¢f¥ ¥nlm¨ 
bz¥xf¥Í 
 

 
 
Tmfx ±z© Y¥f nx ±z©¥ *mnvd¥fxÐ¦ Ybbz©x¨¦Ë ±z© bYx ¦ff wf¦¦Ylf¦ ¦fx¨ a± ¨mfn¥ 
nxdn®nd©Yv ¨fYbmf¥¦ ¨z ¨mf ¦¨©dfx¨¦Î 6x ¨mn¦ ®nf¯Ë ±z© bYx zxv± za¦f¥®fÌ ±z© bYxÐ¨ 
¢z¦¨ z¥ bzwwfx¨Î  
 
3z¥ ¢©¥¢z¦f¦ zk mzwf¥zzw l¥z©¢¦Ë Yv¯Y±¦ af nx ±z©¥ >Ynx !bbz©x¨Î 
  



3z¥ ¨mz¦f zk ±z© ¯n¨m 3Ybfazzu Ybbz©x¨¦Ë Lbmzzvzl± ¯nvv af ¢¥f¨¨± ¦nwnvY¥ k¥zw 
mf¥fÎ Vz© ¦mz©vd ¦ff Yvv l¥z©¢ ¢z¦¨¦ nx ±z©¥ ¥fbfx¨ Yb¨n®n¨± kffd Y¦ ¦zzx Y¦ ±z© vzl 
nx Yxd ±z© Y¥f nx ±z©¥ >Ynx !bbz©x¨Î 
 

 
 
Mz Yx¦¯f¥ ¨mz¦f ¢z¦¨¦Ë mn¨ ¨mf Ñ*zwwfx¨Ò vnxu Y¨ ¨mf fxdÎ Tmfx ±z© lf¨ ±z©¥ 
Tfvbzwf fwYnvË n¨ ¯z©vd af l¥fY¨ nk Y¨ vfY¦¨ zxf ¢Y¥fx¨ nx ¨mf mz©¦fmzvd bz©vd 
bzwwfx¨ ¨z ¨mY¨ ¢z¦¨Ë ¦z ¯f uxz¯ ±z© Y¥f ¢¥z¢f¥v± ¦©a¦b¥nafdÎ  
 
?z¨fÍ Lzwf¨nwf¦Ë ±z© ¯nvv xz¨ ¦ff ±z©¥ bzwwfx¨ ¥nlm¨ Y¯Y± nx ¨mf Kfbfx¨ !b¨n®n¨± 
¦b¥ffxË ¦z ±z© wY± ¨mnxu ±z©¥ bzwwfx¨ dndxÐ¨ ¯z¥uÎ Vz© wY± xffd ¨z lz ¨z ¨mf 
4¥z©¢ ¢YlfÎ =zzu kz¥ Ñ4¥z©¢¦Ò nx ¨mf ¨z¢ xY®nlY¨nzx aY¥Ë Yxd ¦fvfb¨ ±z©¥ 
5zwf¥zzwÎ  
 

 
 
 
  



?z¯ ±z© ¯nvv ¦ff Yvv ¢z¦¨¦ Yxd bzwwfx¨¦ ¥fvY¨nxl ¨z ±z©¥ 5zwf¥zzwÎ Vz©¥ ¨fYbmf¥ 
¯nvv Yv¦z af ¦©a¦b¥nafd ¨z ±z©¥ ¢Y¥fx¨ l¥z©¢Î 
 
 

 
 

 
 
*zwwfx¨nxlÍ Tmnvf ±z© wY± xz¨ Yv¯Y±¦ xffd ¨z bzwwfx¨ zx ¢z¦¨¦Ë ¦zwf¨nwf¦ 
n¨Ð¦ xfbf¦¦Y¥±Î 3z¥ f°Yw¢vfË nk ¨mf ¨fYbmf¥ ¢z¦¨¦Ë Ñ*Yx ¦zwfzxf a¥nxl t©nbf ¨z bvY¦¦ 
¨zwz¥¥z¯ kz¥ Y bfvfa¥Y¨nzxÉÒ ±z© bz©vd bzwwfx¨Ë Ñ6 bYx a¥nxl ¦zwf vfwzxYdfÎÒ 
Mmn¦ ¯Y± f®f¥±zxf bYx ¦ff ±z©¥ ¥f¦¢zx¦fÎ .wYnvnxl ¨mf ¢f¥¦zx ¯mz ¦fx¨ ¨mf ¢z¦¨ 
¯nvv wYuf ¨mnxl¦ mY¥df¥ ¨z bzz¥dnxY¨fÎ 
 
  



http://www.ucls.uchicago.edu/ucls-parents/parent-forms-policies-and-documents/schoology-usage-policy
http://www.ucls.uchicago.edu/ucls-parents/parent-forms-policies-and-documents/schoology-usage-policy

